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OTBETHBII VAAP






mPoAOT

B 310 yTtpo umnepatop Tpuanckoro TpoHa I[lenuc
CHZeJ B cBoeM HH(OpPMaLMOHHOM KaGHHeTe cpefli MHOXe-
CTBa KOMMbIOTEPOB, KaK pa3fyThlif mayk cpeau GeckoHeu-
HOM CeTH HHKOMY HeBHMAMMBLIX MayTHH. PbikHe npsau Gec-
MOMOLUHO MajajH Ha.ero MopiuuHUcToe JHuo. OH 6bun
o3a6oueH. Ceropusa [lenuc He Hawesn B NPOCMOTPEHHbLIX
JlaHHbIX HHYEro HOBOTO.

INenuc oTkawssacs H 3apbiyat. Ero Bonab npokaTuJ-
cA 3XOM No OGCHAHaHOBO-pO30BLIM KOpPHAOpaM ABOpLA.
‘Hosblit Munuctp IToauuun Mupa Banactep, ycasiwas ro-
soc Tlenuca, Gpocuics B Kab6uHeT. TesekaMepbl OXpaHbl
ynpsAMo ¢GHKCHPOBaNH KaXKAblii B3MaX 4YepHbIX OJesHHH
‘MMnepaTopa. )

~ Tlenuc yxe OTKJIOYHJICA OT KOMMBIOTEPHOI CeTH, Kor-
lla ero HOBbIH MHHHMCTP CTPeMHTesIbHO BOexas B KaOGHHeT.
HIMnepatop mocMotpes Ha BanpoBepa M ewie pa3 mpophl-
yaJjl uTo-TO HeonpeneseHHoe. OH 6bls B sipocTH. Bannosep
‘TloAyMaJ1, uTo BCe-TakKH B MociefHee Bpems [lemuc maoxo
BLITJIAAHT. MHHHCTD HCKaTeJbHO YABLIGHYJCS:

— Mory s1 s BaM YyeM-HHOYAb NoMoub, Bauwe Besnye-
CTBO?

ITenuc BHITONKHYJ CBOe TLIEAYLIHOE TeJO H3 ray6oko-
ro aHTHKBapHOro Kpecjia:.

— Haiign ero! — pesko H TpeGoBaTesbHO CKasal OH.



Yabpi6ka MrHoBeHHO couwla ¢ auua Banacrepa. Cxsat-
Ka ITenuca c KoMaHaHpoM phuiuapeil JIoMHHHOHA yXe NpH-
BeJla K rH6eiH YHHTOHa — aMGHLHO3HOTrO Mpe/ilieCTBeHHH-
ka BannoBepa. Ho Bce-Taku y BanacTtepa He GblJIo XesaHHs
NOorH6HYTh Ha Ybeii-To uy»Koii BoliHe. OH OCTOpPOXHO CKa-
3aJ:

— Hawm noctynujo coo6uenne, yto koManaup llropm
Hcuye3 B pe3ynbTaTe OAHOH M3 cxBaTok Ha Kaaunage. U
XOTSl 1 MaJio J0Bepsil0 COOGLUEHHAM TPaKOB, KaK M BH,
Bawe BennuecTBo, MHe Ka)keTcfl, UTO 3Ta HMH(popMauHsA
JIOCTOBEpHa.

— UYro 3a raynmoctH Thl rosopuub! Cpatoi Kanun
BbIGpasicsi OTTYAA LeJIbIM H HeBPelHMbIM, @ JYUYLIHH CONAAT
HMMepaTopa, ofeThii K TOMY >Xe B NpeKpacHblli GoeBOM
KOCTIOM, Gbisl mpeBpauleH B nenena? — Ilenuc XMBIKHYJ OT
OTBpallleHHS.

— B TakoM cayuyae, Bauwe BesnuectBo, Bam crout
cnpocuTth o cayunBueMcs y Ero Ceartefitectsa. Kak pe-
JIHTHO3HBIN YeJIOBeK, OH, CKOpee Bcero, He CTaHeT BpaTh.

— §1 yxe cnpawusas. OH noaTBepans cooblieHHe
TpakoB, — pa3fpa)keHHo oTBeTHJ Ilemuc u ewe pa3 mo-
cMoTpes Ha MHHHcTpa. Ero 3sesieHble ryasa JnxopaiouHo
6nectesn. — Ikek — upeanucrt. I notepss ero nosepHe
riocsie TOro, Kak 3akJjlouuJ coio3 ¢ TpakuaHcko# Jluroi.
OH cuyMTaeT, 4YTO Mbl C NOTPOXaMH NPOAANHCb CBOEMY
caMoMy 3akJasToMmy Bpary. He 3a6biBaiiTe, uTo B AHMJIOMa-
THM OH pabHpaeTCsl TOYHO TaK e, KaK Bbl, AOpOTOMH
BanpoBep, B'TOHKOCTSX JM06BH. Ecaii Bbl He MoXKeTe HalHTH
ero, HalHTe MHe JeBUOHKY. A yX OHa-TO ero pasmillleT.

Banacrep kawasHyn:

— I nymalo, YTO 3Ta 1II0Xa y>Ke BepHyJach Ha Maub-
TeH. Ho Benp oHa, BA06GaBOK KO BceMy, He HOCHT OMNO3Ha-
BaTeJIbHOTO YHNa M MoXeT aGCOJIIOTHO BCIOAY NMPOHHKaTb



He3aMmeucHHOH. A BnpoueM, ecau UltopM yaHaer, uTo

Anubep pas3bICKUBAIOT, OH HaieT ceGe APYrylo HNeBHLY.
3enexbie raasa Ilenuca yausaeHHo pacwHpuance. Ha

MHHYTY MMNepaTop 3ajepiKajcsi B ABEPHOM MpoeMe.

— Baiua ouenka otHoweHH# Danbep u lltopma anwu-
HHI pa3 TOBOPHT MHe O MpPOTHBOMOJIOXKHOM: 3Ta JIefH
MoXeT GbITb KeM YrofiHo, HO TOJIbKO He wuloxoi: Ho ato
=~ TOHKOCTH JI06BH. A s xouy oT Bac Apyroro S xouy,
umobet 6vt Hawau mHe Lxceka [LImopma.

— Hy Tak 1 4TO XXe st Jo/xKeH AJS 3TOro cpenatb? —
HeoBOJIbHBLIM FOJIOCOM CNPOCHJ MHHHCTP.

HerT, puckoBaTh co6cTBeHHO# wWwKypoit Banactep Bce-
TakH He co6Hpascs. OgHaxabl TopM-yxe pacnpaBHJcs
C raaBoH CHCTeMbl HMNepPaTOPCKOH Ge30MacHOCTH — yM-
HbIM H XHTpPbIM YHHTOHOM. KoHeuHo, Banactep He Tepsin
BpeMeHH H TYT XKe 3aHfJl MecTo CBOero npeallecTBeHHHKa,
HO BbIBOAHI... BHBOALI OH cfeJsaj. HoBblit MHHHCTp Gecno-
MOLUHO pa3Besl PyKaMH, MOXOXHMH Ha 6oJibLiHe MJIOCKHe
OTPOCTKH, H JOFOBOPHJI

— Bbl ke 3HaeTe, Bame BeanyecTBo, 4TO MHe, KaK H
BCeM HaM, He faeT nokos AT-QPapes. -

Baeauoe aKLO HMNepaTopa NOPo30BeJIO OT Npe3peHHs:

— MoeMy HOBOMY MHHHCTPY Haflo KaK cjlefyeT MOy4YHTb-
cs cBoeii npogeccun. O6pat BHHMaHKe Ha 3esieHble Py6aiu-
KH. BriosiHe Bo3MoxHO, uTo LlITOpM HIlET KOHTAKTOB C 3TOM
opraiusaudeit. — Ilenxc nopuenusn yroa cBoero GapxaTHoro
XaJiaTa ¥ HepBHO OGMOTaJl ero BOKpYr KOHonaroi pyku. —
XOpOLLO 3aMIOMHMJI, KaK OH FOBOPHJI, Y4TO 3HaeT BCe, YTO C HHM
6blJI0 ABaguUaTh NATH JieT Ha3al. OTKpoBeHHO roBopsi, fl B
3TOM BCe-TaKH COMHeBaloch. 32 HeKOTOpbIMH oTBeTamu IlITop-
My npuaeTcsi o6paTHTbCA K HaM.

BanacTep HaKJIOHHJ roJIOBY H YNpPSMO MOMAXKaJ MyXJible
ry6bl.



— U, xcratu, Bangosep...

MHHHCTP HepBHO HaKPYTHJ Ha NaJjel, TOHKHI NpPoBo-
IOK, 3aTeM OTGPOCHJI €ro W pacnpsiMHJCS:

— Jla, Bawe BennuectBo?

— PacnpocTpanu ciyx, uto Mbl oTnpaBuaH Lltopma us
IBOplLA € TaHHLIM 3aflaHHeM NMPOHHKHYTb B KaKylo-TO CeK-
peTHyio oprannsaunio. Ecan 3enensie Py6awku 06 atom
YC/ILILUAT, OHH Cpasy e MepecTaHyT eMy AOBepfThb.

— Ha, Baue BeaunuectBo, — rnokJoHHJAcs Banposep.

.= §I xouy, 4TO6H €ro yHHYTOXHJH, — YCTaJO CKasal
ITenuc. — Ecan 3Toro He MoXXeM cfieJlaTh Mbl, TaK MycKal
3eneHbie Py6Galiku chenaloT 3To 3a Hac.

BanacTep 3alyMYHBO yCMeXHYJCSH:

— Iloxoxe, B HaleM KocMoce AeHCTBYIOT ABe Hempe-
onoanMble cuiabl. OpgHa — 3to At-Papen. dTa cHaa Ha-
CTOJIbKO CTpalllHa, YTO H3-32 Hee Mbl BLIRYX/JEeHbl OblIH
3aKJIOYHTb colo3 ¢ TpakamH. Hy, a Bropas... BTopas cHja
= 3710 JI)kex UlrtopM. fI xouy HanomHHTb BaM, Baue
BesnuectBo, uto nporuBocToaTh LllTopMy.He.coBceM pa-
3yMHo. Bel Beaib M paHbllle xoTesH ero y6partb. A ceiiyac...
OH MOXXeT HaHeCTH .omeemHbstii yoap

Hmnepatop pacceupenes. Ero Bce Goablie pasgpaxan
ero HoBult MHHHCTp Banactep. [lennc nmomkan ry6ol H
GLICTPO BhIlleJI.

Banactep nocMoTpes Ha npoBoja, 6JeCTALUMMH KoJey-.
KaMH OGBHBLUHE ero KOpoTKHe MaJjblibl, 6pOCHJ HX Ha moJ
WHOPMALHOHHOrO UEeHTpPa — NYCTb YOGOPIUHKH HaBOAAT
nopsifoK 3a umnepatopom! — u mo6exxan 3a Ero Besnue-
CTBOM.



FAABA |

KanuH BTAHYn ronoBy B mJeuH. PesKHH XOJOAHBIN
BeTep pa3BeBaJ MpSAH €ro cefoBaThiX BoJjoc. YcJjbLiaB
1e/40K, OH TOTYAcC e NOAHAJ raasa. TpakHaHCKHe BOHHLI
NPHHANH 6oeBylO CTOMKY.

OHH BcTpeyanu ero y ero co6CTBeHHBIX ABepeil Tak,
Kak GyATO OH, a He OHH, ObUl 2AABHLIM 8pDA2OM Henose-
yecko20 poda. Ta TpoHla COBCeM HelaBHO CMEHHJA ero
CTaporo TeJIOXpaHHTeJsl y BXoAa B WITa6-KBapTHPY MHCCH-
oHepoB. KannH peako ocTaHoBHJcA. TsxKeblii cTapHHHBINA
KpecT GOJIbBHO yAapHa ero no rpyad. fdexcrthe raasa
JKYKOMOAOGHBIX NpHllle/iblieB HacTOPOXKEHHO HabJioaanH
32 KaXXAblM ABHXXeHHeM. BblpaxceHHsl 3THX «JIHU» TOHAThb
6bi10 Heab3s. KasMH c ropeublo BCIOMHHJ, YTO COBCEM
HelaBHO HX-3aK/AATHe BparH CTajH HX colo3HHKamH. Ero
CesaTelillecTBO 0 CHX MOP He MOT MOBePHTb B 3TOT JAOro-
BOp, KaK M0 CHX MOp OH He MOr MOBepHTb B JIOXb H
npejaTe]bCTBO ero ctaporo apyra Ilenmuca.

— Kro THI? — HaxaabHo cnpocHa Tpak. UepHas Koxa
Ha ero ropJje pesKo BCNyYHJach OT HMIIAaHTHPOBAHHOTO
BHYTpPb peyeBOro amnapara.

— Cparton Kanun u3 Bayuna, — ckasan Kaaun u
B3IPOTHYJl OT 3BYyKa coGCTBeHHoOro rojoca. [osnoc 6bia
cTapeiM M caabbiM. OH cnpATan pyKy B KapMaH KOMGHHe-
30Ha ¥ cxKaJl ee B KyJak. He pacTpaTua sH oH sa mnocJe-
AHHe MecsiLbl Bce, YTO TaK LEHHJ paHblue?



Tpaku NpOBOPIO BHITALMJIH CBOM KJjeluHeoGpa3Hbie
aanst. KakeTtcs, Ha HX a3blKe 3T0 o3Hauaso: «[Tpoxonu-
Te».

Ero CeaTerilwecTBo pelunTesnbHO npolues MuMmo. Tpaku
cO LUeJiKaHbeM paccTynuauch. Kajaun moHss, uTo M HM
TOXe HeMpHATHO NMpHKacaTbcs K Hemy. B BecTHGIoNe ero
BcTpeTHs JlxkoHataH. Kanun peako GpocHJs cBoeMYy TesloX-
paHHuTeJIOo:

~ OcTaBb MeHSH.

— Bawe CasTefiliecTso...

KanuH ocTaHoBHJICS, OAOXKAAN, MTOKA 3aKPOIOTCA ABe-
PH, a TIOTOM CKasax:

— UsBuumu, IxoHataH. Thl coBceM He 3acny)KHBaellb
Takoro o6pailueHHs.

. JI)KoHaTaH MpPOTAHY/M PYKy H XoTen B3aTb y Kanuua
BEPXHIOIO OfieXKAY, HO TOT 3A6KO NoxKaJj njedyaMH M 3amax-
HYJI TOJIBI:

— Yro-To ceroaHs mpoxsagHo. HaBepHoe, yepe3 uac
HayHeTcsl AoXAb. HeT, HeT, noka s ocTaHyCb ONETHIM.

— Bawm koMHaThHl yXe oTanauBaloTcs. Yepes mnapy
MHHYT §l 3aHecy BaM 4aH.

— ¥YX nyqwe s Bo3bMy ero ¢ co6oif, — B3AOXHYJ
Kanuu. — Cefiuac 1 foskeH 6yAy COYHHHTb HaArpoOHYIO
peub. [Tepenait MaprapuTe, UTO 3THM BeuepoM sl He CMOry
NPUHATb HHKOrO H3 MOCeTHTeseH.

IToMOWHHK KHBHYJ W MoJYa BhIleJ B KYXHIO.

KanuH B3 moaHoc ¢ 4YaeM H THXO INOAHAJNCA MO
JileCTHHLe B CBOH anapTaMeHThl. CerofHsALHHA pasroBop c
IMennucom H3moTan ero, a npeactosiias pa6oTa Haj Hafd-
rpo6Hoit peusbio no- )keky 1ltopmy nyrana Ero Cesreiie-
cTtBo. JIex mponas B OfHOH M3 CXBaTOK, M ero TeJo He
6bisI0 HaigeHo. A ecau 3to 6ygetr yrogHo Bory, ero He
HaWAyT HHMKOIAA...
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KanuH nocraBusn nojHoc Ha. lepeBAHHBIA CTOJNHK. B
KOMHaTe uapuJ noaympak. OH HaJHJ YallKy Kpenkoro yas
U C YNOBOJBLCTBHEM OTKHHYJICS Ha CNMHKY KpecJa.

— UYesoBeK CJAHIIKOM GBICTPO CTAaHOBHTCH CTaphiM,
ecJii TEepNHT Bpara y cBoero nopora.. — npoGopMoTaJ OH.

— Hackoabko s 3Halo, Tl He M3 Tex JilofeH, KOTopble
Y{0-HU6YAb AOJIFO TEpNAT, — MOC/blAJICA HaCMeUUIHBLI
rojsioc W3 TeMHoro yryia. M3-3a saHaBeckH Bblllles] YeJloBeK.

KanuH BcTan H OT HeOXHAAHHOCTH pa3iuJa yai Ha
noJs.

— Tlocnoau! Yto Tol TYT Aenaews? Beap Th MepTa!

— Cnyxu o Moeil cMepTH GbIIH HeCKOJbKO MpeyBesH-
YeHbl, — HacCMeUIHBO OTBETHJ ToOCTb.

= Her, HeT, nonoxau... — KaiuH cynopoXHo CXBaTHJ-
cA 3a cnHHKY Kpecja. — OG6bscCHH MHe, YTO TH 34ech
Jenaelb?

Joxek lliTopM ycesics B OrpoMHOe Kpeclo PsiioM C
NOXOAHOM KYLIeTKOM M, YJLIGHYBLUHCb, CKasaJ:

— §1 npuuen no6narofapHTb Te6A.

— Ecan xT0-TO y3HaeT, uTo Tl 3fech, Ml 06a TIOCTpa-
naem!

— 1 He 6bl1 6bi phiLlapeM, eciH Gbl He cyMedl NpOCKo-
YUTb he3aMeyeHHbIM MHMO HeCKOJIbKHX TPaKoB.

Kanun nomopuuuaca M cpenan raotok uaio. OH HaMe-
pPeHHO He cTal HH4Yero npepaaratb roctio.. LlItopMm He
HYXZaJicsi B npHriaweHusax. JDKek Haiaua ceGe Xpenkoro
apOMaTHOro HamMTKa H JIYKaBO CIIPOCHJI:

= Yro-To cayyunoch? IToueMy Tl ceroaHs Tak MeJaH-
XOJIH4YeH?

— CeronHsi MHe NpPeACTOMT COCTaBHTb HaArpoGHYIO
peub, — B3foXHya KanuH.

— Ax! — nostopua Jxek ero- B3gox. — TlosgHe aH,
PaHO JiM, a 3TO cAyyaeTcs C KaX/AbM M3 Hac!



— Tul DomkeH 3HaTh, — cyxo ckasan Kanus, — uto
3aBTPa COCTOATCE T B OH MO X 0P OH B

— Yro-uto? — nepecnpocHsa Jkek.

— TosbKO He roBOopH MHe, 4YTO Thl 3TOro He 3Hall.
Tenepb no TBoeH MHJOCTH. A AOJKeH 6yay CTaTb JiXKe-
oM.

UITopM mnocTaBHJ YallKy Ha HH3eHbKHH AYGOBbIH
CTOJIHK:

— ...Ho Benp npoiwio Bcero HeckoJibKO Mecsiues...

— TpakunaHcKHi nocosi HacTaHBaeT Ha MOCTOSIHHOM
Ha3HaueHHH Kpoka komaHaupom prinapeit JlomuHHOHa.

- Kpok?

— Hy a k1o ewe?

— A s aymaJ, 4TO KTO-HHOYAb M3 XKYKOB... — Jlxkek
03aflayeHHO 3aMoJyalJl.

— BeposatHo, Muaoceun Kpok HanGosee ynobeH nnas
HHUX... XOTA fi He 3HAl0, HOTafbIBAIOTCH JH TPaKH, C KeM
OHH MMeIOT HeJo...

— Korna oun umenu meno ¢ To60i, OHH TOYHO HH O YeM
He jporaaniBanuch, — npepsan ero Kamun. = Ho Muiocew
npo6bl/l B HX KJieliax ABaAuaTh MATH -JeT.

Becenbifi 0roHb npoMesibkKHyJl B CHHHX rsa3ax Lltopma:

- Hy - 3710 He caumkom goaro. Kpok 6ua poxaeH
cBOGOAHBIM H BhIpoc, .6opsick C TpakaMM. A NOTOM OH
NpeKpaTHJ CONPOTHBJEHHe, YTOOL H36exaTb cMepTH. Kak
Toabko KpoK YBHAHMT BO3MOXKHOCTb CKHHYTb ¢ ce6si HX
fipMO, OH Cpa3y Xe 3To clenaeT. Tak yto Kpok — BrnosHe
NoAXONSIIKA KOMaHAKD Ans phiapeit JloMHHHOHA. A 4... A
NoKA OCTaHycb MepTBbIM...

— I pag, YTO TH MpPHHAJ TaKoe pelleHHe.

IlITopM BHMMaTeNbHO MOCMOTPEs Ha CBSLUEHHHKA:

— MHe  JeHCTBHTENIbHO He CTOHJO 3JeCh MOSB-
aATbCA?
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— B aToM cayuac 3aBTpa MHe He MPHILIAOCH 6bl AraThb.
JlagHo. TloroBopum o apyrom. Ckaku MHe, YyTo Thl aefa-
cwb Ha ManbTeHe?

— Mo BH3UT y>Ke A0cCTaBHJ Tebe AOCTAaTOYHO XJIO-
noT. — Jl>kek Mel/JleHHO NOBepHYyJCcA K cBAWeEHHHKY. — Ho
MHe Ka)<eTcsl, YTo ceHyac s yBHACJ CaMblH JierkHii cnoco6
IJsi OOCTHXeHHs1 co6cTBeHHoi .uean. Korma cocrosrcs
MOH MOXODPOHB?

— 3aBTpa.
— Te6e Hy)KHa cBuTa?
— KoHeuHo, s1... — Kanui ocTaHoBHJCSl Ha Noayc/ioBe. —

O Hert, JIXek, Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl He Gydelub CKpHBaThCH 3a
Moel CNHHOI.

.— Ho 310 Moe cBATOe nNpasBo-—
NPHCYTCTBOBAaTb Ha co06CTBEHHDBX
noxopoHax. KTomy xe, 1 He xouy BpeaHTb DaHGep.

= U 7Bl peficTBHTENBHO AyMaellb, YTO, €C/H S TPHBERY
Te6s BO ABopell, OHa Te6sl He 3aMeTHT?

Jxek yxMblabHYJCS:

= Hapeiocn, uto HeT. Ho ecan aaxe oHa H moyyBeTBYyer,
4TO A1 3/leCh, OHa BCce PaBHO He NoAacT BHAY. T e SHaetub!

— JlonKHO 6bITh, 3TO HEHCTBHTEJNbHO BaXKHO, €CJ/IH Thl
BCe-TaKH pelUHJ BepHyTbcsl ciofa?

JKeK ynbiGHYyACS!

— Ha, — cka3an oH. — 310 6yfeT MOHM MNOCBSALUEHHEM
B pagbl 3eneHbix Py6alek.

Yaluka MOANPLITHYJa Ha cTojle M pa3buaach y HoOr
Kanuna. Ero CBaTellliecTBO 3TOro He 3aMeTHJI:

— Hy, ato yx canmkoM. 1o Beab c6poxn, Mxex. ¥x
ayyure o6watbes ¢ IlenHcom.

— BnonHe BO3MOXXHO, YTO OHH AeHCTBHTEJIbHO Teppo-
PHCTHI, HO S He 3a6hlJ, YTO 3TO OHH OGHAapPYXHJAH MOH
Kopa6sib M cracid MeHs.
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— Chacsii, uToGhl caenaTh M3 Te6S MelKY, — MpayHO
Bo3pa3un KanuH.

— JHa? Ho Beap MM 3TO He ygajoch! — ycMexHyJcs
Hoxek.

— [Toka Hetr. Ho Bce 3aBHCHT OT TOro, 0 yem BH C
HHMH OOrOBOPHJIMCH, — YMNpPAIMO THyJa cBoe yokep. — O
uyeM? BBl XOTHTe YHHUTOXHTb pbillapeii?

IlItopM no6aegHesn:

— Hukoraa. M Th npekpacHo 06 3ToM 3Haews. Tak uto
He 3ajaBad MOJOGHBIX BOMpPOCOB!

= §1 nenaio To, UTO cYHTaO HYXHbIM. — KanuH B3nox-
Hya. — {1 nymaa, uto TBoel uesbio 6bit [Tennc. Ho y6path
NMPOAAXKHYIO aAMHHHCTPALMIO — 3TO OfHO, a. 3aMeHHTb ee
TePPOPHCTHUECKOH OpraHMsauMed — 3TO COBCeM Apyroe.
Ja u BooGute. Kaxkaulit uenoBek uMeeT cBolo ueHy. Hure-
pecHo, a KakoBa TBOS?

— Onn coobwaT MHe HMs M ajipeCc TOro JOKTOpa,
KOTOpHIl Mof06pan MeHs... )

Kanuu nomyman W MSIFKO CIPOCHJ: -

~ 3auem? 3aueM Te6e HYXHO 3To 3HaTh? Bemb Thl
NMOMHHIUb, YTO OHH cobGHpasNHcb ¢ To6oil caenaTb?

— Y aToro Bpaya JOJUKHBI ObIIH COXPaHHTbCH
KaKde-To 3anucH. $I Xouy HX BepHyTb. I x o u y
BepHYTb CBOI NMaMSH“Tb.

— A TH yBepeH, YTO Thl HAeHCTBHTENIbHO Xouellb
3TOro? — c COMHEHHeM B roJioce MepecnpocHJ CBSILLEH-
HUK. — § 3Halo MHOrMX Jiofielt, KoTophle, HaoGOpoT,
XoTenH O6bi 3a6LITh CBOK XH3Hb. K TOMy Xxe, MHe
NPOTHBHO, YTO Thi pPelHJ CBS3aThCA C 3THMH Heroass-
MH.

JXKeK B3mOXHYM:

~ CTpaHHo... A BOT OHH OYeHb XOPOLUO OT3BIBAIOTCH O
Tebe.
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Kanun ¢bIpKHYN W BCKOYMJ Ha HOTH:

— Yro?

IMpexne, uem IDKeK ycnea 4To-TO OTBETHTb, Ha KOM-
NblOTepHOM GJIOKe CBfI3H MoCJbIWIAJCA CHIHaA. Kaaux
nocrapajcs coGpaTbCsl C MLIC/ASIMH.

— Uto 370? KT10 3T0? KTO 3TO MOXeET 6HITH?..

Ha skpaHe nosiBuacs nomowHuk Kanuha JkoHaraH.
LITopm pe3ko OTCKOYHJ B CTOPOHY OT BHAEOKaMephl.

— Csaro#i ‘KanuH, u3BHHHTe 3a 6eCrOKOHCTBO, HO
npuuwen JuHapo...

KanuH cxBaTHA AMCTAHUMOHHBIA MYALT M OTKJIOYHJ
MHKpPOodOH, a noToM nocMoTpea Ha Ilxkeka:

— Kaxercsi, oH 3HaeT, UTO Thl 3M€Ch...

JI>)kex oTpHLaTeNbHO MoKayaJ rosoBoil. Kanuu cHopa
TIOBEPHYJICAA K NYJbTY CBSI3H:

— JHunapo? A B ueM feno?

Jl>koHaTaH moxXkas mJjeyaMu:

— OH BoopyxeH 10 3y60B, H eMy KaXeTcsi, YTO BH B
onacHocTH. — JI)KoHaTaH oTolmes B CTOPOHY, H Ha 3KpaHe
NOKa3aJiCsi OrPOMHbIH YeJloBeK B KOMGHHe30He MapallioTH-
cTa. ‘ .

= Ilepepaii eMy, YTO 1 MEIUTHPYIO, H MeHS Hesb3s
6ecnokonTb, — ckasan Ceatoi Kanuu, Ho dxek caenan
npenocTeperalowuii 3HaKk PYKoH, H CBfIlleHHHK 3aMoJl-
yaJ. .

— OH MOXeT MHe NpHrofuTbecs, — wwenHyna JDxex.

= Her, — thxo otBetus Kanun. — Bo BcsikoM cayuae,
ecJIH OH Y3HaeT, YTo Thl CBfidajcs ¢ 3esieHHMH PyGaiuka-
MH...

Onu nocmoTpenu apyr Ha apyra. Koraa-to llltopm
o6yuun JuHapo ynpaBasTb GpoHeKocTiIoMoM. A BnpoueM,
y BOMHCTBYIOIlEro MHCCHOHepa GbljIo cBOe MOHSATHE O ROJ-
re ¥ 4ecTH. B
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— Ecsan Th BO3bMellb MeHsI B CBOIO CBHTY, OH Bce
paBHO y3HaeT 06 3TOM paHO MJH MO034H0, —. CKasal
Oxex”

Kannn xuBHyn rosoBoii. [leHcTBHTeNbHO, eCJH Ha
noxopoHax O6yneT OpraHH3oBaHa MPOLECCHS CBfLUEH-
HOCJYXXHTeJieH, no ¢JaHraM o6s3aTeNbHO MNOHAYT Te-
JIOXpaHUTEJH, H ONHHM H3 HHX, KOHEYHO >XKe, CTaHeT
JAunapo. '

— Ou ppsa niu npuroputcs Tebe, Mxek. ITenuc nocto-
AIHHO JepXHT ero noja Ha6ilofieHHeM C Tex MNop, Kak
Junapo c6exxan M3 pHILLAPCKHX PSAAOB.

— B TakoM cayuae, pa3spelud eMy YBHAeTbCS C TOGOM
nozaHee. OH Belb Bce paBHO He YCMOKOMTCS, NMOKa He
no6uiBaeT y Te6s... ‘

KanuH KHBHYJ, NMOTOM BKJIOYHJ MHKPO(OH M cKasan
JDKoHaTaHy:

— Y MeHst 6bn oueHb TPYAHWIH meHb. [lail MHe uac
OTABIXa, H NOTOM 51 MeperoBopio ¢ JluHapo. KoHeuHo, ecau
OH OyfeT XAaTh." -

OTBeTa He nocaefoBato. Mosonoit YenoBeK ceJ B
KpecJlo H NPHCTaJbHO MOCMOTPeJ B MOHUTOP, Kak 6yATO Ha
3KpaHe OH Mol YBHAeTb Bclo KoMHaTy Kasuna... Csasb
npepBanach.

JIxeKk ckasan:

— JIvHapo — 3To nya Te6s Xopolluee NMPHKpPLITHE.

"— 3710 Tak, — kuBHyA KanuH. — OH He GyneT Bo3Mmy-
waThcs, 06HapyuB Te6s 3fecb. Ho ecan Kakum-To obpa-
30M OH Y3HaeT, UTO Thl cBS3aH ¢ 3ejieHbIMH Py6aluikamu...
TBOSl XH3Hb 6yNeT B OMaCHOCTH...

LITopM yanGHyJCS:

~ Hy uto %... B TakoM ciyuae, eMy npuaetcs CTaTh
B ouepenib 3a [lenucom, Banactepom W elule MHOTHMH-
MHOFHMH JAPYTHMH.
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Kanun nopgusncs. Y Hero noja Horoit 3axpycTesH oc-
KoaKH ¢apdopoBoit yawkH. OH TONbKO ceHyac MOHAJ, YTO
ypouna ee. Ero CeatefilnectBo HarHyjacs H cran noa6u-
paTb OCKOJKH, ycTajo Gopmoua npo ce6s:

— Boxe Mo#! Beab ato e HacTosimuit dapdopl..

— Y IHHapo ecTb 6pOHEKOCTIOM? — GBICTPO CIIPOCHJ
HTopm.

— Her. Banactep KoHTposHpyeT Bce focnexH. A eciu
eCTb KaKO#-HHGYAb UepHbIil PHIHOK BOOPYXeHHs, TaK-BaH-
JoBep, HaBepHoe, 3anpaBisieT H HM. — KaJHH BHIMpAMHJ-
csi. OH Bce ellle paccMaTpHBaJ OGJOMKH YaUIKH B CBOeH
pyKke. BApyr oH MOAHSJ FJia3a H BOMPOCHTEJILHO B3rJISTHYJ
Ha Jxkeka:

= A yT0 roBopat 060 MHe 3eseHble Py6aiuku?

= MHe Besienin nepefaTh BaM, UTO s 3aHHMaloCh Npea-
MeTaMH pacKOMOK, a Bbl, HOJKHO ObITL, 3HaeTe TOProsua
nofep>XaHHbLIMH BellaMH?

— Ax BoT B ueM aeso! Hy KoHeuHo, s 3Halo napy BOpoB
B 3TOM paiioHe. A OHH cayyaifiHO He moBejanH TeGe, UTO
KOTrJa-TO Sl COCTOSJI ‘B BOPOBCKOH -JIHre?

= Hert.. — Jl)keK ynpsiMoO CKJOHHJ roJioBy Ha6oK.H
nocmoTpen Ha: Kannha.

Kanun xawnanyn:

— $1 He Beay TaiiHbIX neperoBopoB ¢ BparoM. TeGe
Boo6le He CJlejoBaJo FOBOPHTb MHe 06 3TOM. A BOT 4TO
KacaeTcs ToproBues... — Ero CesiTeiitiecTBo Mof6pocHs. B
pyKe OCKOJKH ¢apgopa. — K coxanenuio, npeameTst pe-
JIUTHO3HOro KyJbTa NMPOAAIOTCH H MOKYNAOTCH, KaK H Jio-
6o# mpyroit ToBap. JlagHo. ¥YroBopHa. Jlydwni Toproael,
KOTOpOro s 3Halo Ha ManbTeHe, HacTosiHI HeroasH. Ero
30ByT I'H66oH.

- JxKeK yRoBNEeTBOPEHHO KHBHYJ: -
— BoT OH-TO MHe, cKopee Bcero, H HyXeH.
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KaauH ¢ n1060MBITCTBOM NOCMOTPes Ha Hero:

— Y Bce e — TH npojaels WAH MoKynaewsb?

— Ilponalo, — orBeTHa Ikek. — Bo BcakoM cayuae,
6yny nponaBatsh... Kak ToabKo yKpany aBa 6poHeKocTio-
Ma...

— Tak BOT KakoBa lleHa MoOCBSlleHHN? A TH 3Ha-
ellb, 4TO MOryT chesaTbh 3eJsieHble Py6awiku ¢ Takum
opyxuem?

— MHe Heo6xoanMo NPOHHKHYTb K HHM, HanaauTb
CBA3H W BHIATH. Sl He OCTaBMIO Y HHX opyxHs. K TOMY
Xe... MOXeT G6blTb, Thi H He MOBepHIUb, HO YNpPaBAATb
6poHeKkocTIOMOM 6e3 COOTBeTCTBYIOLIEH NOAroTOBKH OYeHb
CJIOXKHO...

— §1.3Hal0, — KopoTKo oTBeTHJ Kanuh.

— Hageloch, uto Tak. B ofuem, ckaxu o6o -MHe
Junnapo. I BepHych no3aHee. A NoKa... s 66l XoTeJsi, YTOGH!
Thl MpHCMOTpeJ 3a...

M3 TemHOro yrsaa KOMHaThl NoKa3ajcsi GpoHeKoc-
TIOM.

— Pagn Bora! = sakpuuan Kanun. — Tel He MoXKewb
€ro 3jecb OCTaBHTh!

— Ho 6onbwe MHe Herae ero ocTaBHTb, — CKasal
Jxek. BpoHeKoCTIOM NOAHSAN PYKY, NPHBETCTBYS CBSIlLEH-
HHKa. '

— Jlxek, onHomy Bory u3BecTHo, Kakoi npuienen
perenepHpyeTt BHYTpPH TBoero cKadaHapa. Boyru = 3to
3M6pHOH, peGeHok. Ho oH cnocobeH YHHUTOXHTL JIO-
6oro. OH Beiab TNOKa eéuwe, cO6CTBEHHO roBops, H He
KHBoH. Tak Kak >Ke OH MOXeT 0CO3HaTb, YTO TaKoe
KH3HL?

Jxek nonoxua pyky Ha nnedo Ero CssiteiwecTBa:’

— {1 He Mory GpOCHTb ero oaHoro. A Thl 3Haelb, KTO
OH TaKoOH, Thl 3Haellb, YTO y Hero ecTh H Ayla, H MJOTh.
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Ecay co Muoit uto-to cayuuTtes, 1 xota 6bl 6yay 311aTh, YTO
3TOT MJajicHel, B XOPOLUHX PpyKaXx.

— KpecTHbl#t oTell... KpecTHHIH OTel, TaKoH Mep3ocTh!
= B3goxHyn Kaaun. — A Beab ofHaXKAbl OH MOXeT .yHHY-
TOXHTb Te6da, Jlxek!

— Euwe 6bi! OH cbecT MeHs, a MOH KOCTOYKH BBIMLIIO-
HeT, KaK MuJiocckuit Gepcepkep. HaBepHoe, MoxeT mnpo-
H30itTH H 3T0... Ho noka y Hac B3aMMONOHHMaHHe.

— Tol Bce elue HOCHLWBb GPOHEKOCTIOM?

J>XKeK KUBHYya:

— Jla. 2To eaMHCTBeHHOe, YTO y MeHf ecTb. H...
Mbl HY>XHBbI. Apyr Apyry. Ou — 6oeBoi ayx, Kaauu, u
3TOro He CTOHT 3a6bIBaTh. Ec/iM ORHaXAB NpHAeT AeHb,
KOrfla OH 3axo4eT CbeCTb MeHSl, YTOOLl 3aKOHYHTb pe-
reHepaluHio, cCKopee Bcero, OH MpeAynpeaHT MeHS 06
S5TOM.

- ...A notom... Uto TH 6y11emb neJsaTh MOTOM, Koraa
eMy MOHafo6HTCA NuUTaHHe?

J>keKk 3JsioBelle yJBIGHYJICS:

— A Torga oH 6yAeT ecTb TPaKOB. _

— Xopowo, — ycrano eoraacuwiaca Kaaun.-— Ho s
0CTaBJISIO ero y ce6s TOJbKO NOTOMY, YTO OH OYeHb OMaceH
H ero Hesb3si 6pocaTb 6e3 NMPHCMOTPA...

— Cnacu6o, — kuBHya Jlkek. — MHe HYyXHO eute
Koe-uto ynaauTh. {1 BepHychb nosxe. KcraTH, MHe
xoTesoch 6bl 3HaTh, KeM s GyLy npeAacTaBjeH Ha
co6cTBeHHBX N O0XO0GPOH.aXx=—
TeJIOXpPaHHTeJEM HJIH CBSIEHHHKOM?

— Xopouo, — ckasan Kanauu ewe pas.

Jxek MrHoseHHo Hcue3. Ero CpsATeiiuiecTBo npH-
caywancsa K 3BykaM, JOHOCSALIHUMCS H3-3a iBepeH, HO TakK
M He noHan, Kak LlITopM nokuuyn spanue. CTapuk cen
Ha KylleTKy H MOAyMaJl, YTO Bce-TaKH 3To mjoxo. Beab
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ec/i B ero KOMHaTy MoXeT 6ecrnpensiTCTBEHHO NMPOHHK-
HyTb JI>)KeK, paHO HJIH MO3AHO KOMY-HHOYAb ellle B3ayMa-
eTcsl cmesaTh To XKe camoe. OH MOCMOTpes Ha OCKOJKH
pPa3sGHTON YallKH, MOTOM CJIOXHJ JIaNOHH JIOAOYKOH M
BCTPAXHYA 3BeHAWHH (apdop. 3BoH cTHX. CBALIEHHHK
pacKpbLll JafoHH H yabl6Hyacsi. B pykax y Hero cBeTH-
nacb a6conoTHO uenasi dapdopoBas yawka. <Ecan 6ul
BocKpeweHHe JI>)keKa O6blJI0O TaKHM XXe npocThiMls —
MpayHO MOAYyMaJj OH.



FAABA 2

—Ha co6cTBeHHBX NOXOpPOHAX ThH
6y11e1ub npeactaBJieH KaK CBSILEHHHK, — ycTaJjlo CKasaJ
Kanun. — OnpesnesieHHast yacTb HAaWKX CEKT NMPHAepPIKHBa-
eTcsl MOHallecKHX y6exxneHui. Jlyuwe Bcero 6ynet, eciau
THl MOWMAellb B YepHOH cyTaHe .Cc KamiowoHoM. XoTs...
HHYero MoAXOoAsLlero AJsS TBOEro PpocTa B JaHHBI MOMEHT
Yy MeHsl HeT... — CTapHK BHUMaTeJibHO rocMoTpes Ha JIxeKa.
= Mbt noctaBuM Teé6s panoM c JkoHaTaHoM. Hymalo, uTo
JuHapo He 6yaeT npoTHB. XoTs... XoTa 3TO uHcTOe Ge3y-
MHe — 6paTb Te6a c COGOH.

— Ho Tet 3710 caenaews, Kanun.

— KoHeyHo. Mu Benp yxe gorosopHance. — Kaauu
3aMo/uan M ces B Kpecno. OH 3aflyMdHBO NMOTep CHHHe
KOCTAUIKH CTapyeckKoid pyKH M ckasam: — Cefluac MeHs
GecnokouT Duanbep.

— OHa 3HaeT, YTO st 3/leCh.

— Tol et 06 3TOM cKasana?

— Het. Bo BcsAkoM cayudae He Hanpsmylo. Ho Bce
‘paBHO — Mbl 062 06 3TOM 3HaeM. A noueMy Tl He Xouelllb,
'yTOGBl DAHGep XOTb UTO-TO 3Hajna 060 MHe?

KanuH B34OXHYJN H MNOMbITAJCA YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO
Jxek mepe6ua ero:

— EcTb KakHe-To npobJieMbl?

CBfAILLIEHHHK THXO OTBETHJI:
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- =Y Bcex Jqionel ectb npobiemnl, xek. KoHeuHo,
€CAU NMPUCMOTPEThCsl NoBHUMaTeNbHel. TakKe Bpari, Kak
IMenuc n Banacrtep, TpeGyioT ropasgo GoJsblueid OCMOTPH-
TeJbHOCTH, YeM Tebe KaxkeTcs.

Jkek ycencs noyno6Hee. OH XxoTes1 6blJI0O OTKHHYTbCS
1a CMIHHKY Kpec/Ja M MOJIOXKHTb HOTH Ha CTOJ, HO MOTOM
nepeayMall M HaKJOHHJICS Bepea:

— Her, Kanun. 1 oyenb xopowo otaaio ce6e oTyer B
TOM, YTO TaKoe Hall WMnepaTop. B npoTuBHOM cayuae s
He 3awen Gbl TaK HajieKo.

= §1 uMmen B BuRY...

Jxek npHMHpsIOlle MaXHYJ PYKOJ:

— 3Halo-sHaw. Ho yurn, Kanun. TpakH npoHuxan
noeciony. Ilennc — xoHueHBIA yesoBek. KoHueHbIH, ecsan
NPOTHB Hero NoBepHYT TpakH. KoHuennil, ecn 3esenbie
Py6awxu HanoxaT Ha Hero cBoM pykH. KoHueHblii, ecan s
PacKpolo KapThl ¥ pa3o6Gaauy ero Kak npeaatens... MaBunu
mensa, Kanuu...

— Te6Ge He 32 YTO H3BHHATHLCA...

— § 3a6bu1, yto Ilenuc Gula TeGe ApPYroM.

— 210 6bLIO JaBHO, — CTapHK MOrJIaAHJ BHCOK M
ONYCTHJ PYKY.

— Ho Begp Thl M cefiyac He YAWBAsiellbcSl TOMY, UTO
cotBopua I[Tenwuc. :

— KoneuHo, HeT. Beab oH umnepatop. A .1 He BcTpe-
YaJl HH MMIepPaTOpOB, HU NPe3UAeHTOB, KOTOPbIE AOCTHIMHA
CBOEro InocTa, He nepellarHyB NpH 3TOM uepes ropy Tpy-
nos. Thl canmikoMm HauBeH, JXkek, ecsu aymaewb HHaue,

— A Kak Xe cyuwecTBOBal Thl?

KanuH cmylueHHO yablGHYyJCSs:

— K coxazeHHI0, H Y MOHX HOF Thl HaHjellb HeCKOJb-
KO JKepTB...

JI>)Kek HaKJIOHHJA roJIoBY:
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— Hy uto x... Korga st cMory moJyuuTbh CBOM ofe-
SHHA?

— He Bonuy#ica. DkonaTtan ckopo npuuecer ux. K
TOMY >e, y Hac B 3anace Heckosbko 4acos. A IIluHapo...
Ha TBOoH moxopoH b JuHapo BuliifieT B NOJHOMH
3KHnHpoBKe... KcTaTH, oH npocHJa nepenaTb Tebe, 4TO He
6ydeT UCMoJb30BaTh YCTPOHCTBO CaMOYHHUTOXKeHHA. [1pas-
fa... 1 He COBCEeM MOHSJI, YTO OH HMeJs B BHAY...

J>keK: YAMBHJICSI, HO TOCTapaJicsi 3TOro. He MoKa3aThb.

— Ecan uenoBek TepsieT co3HaHMe HJH YMHpaeT B
6pOHEeKOCTIOMe H ero MbiTalTCA BbITAWMHThL, HE OTK/IOUHB
3TO YCTPOHCTBO, MPOHCXOAHT B3PbIB.

— Tak uto on TeGe roBopuT? OH OTKa3biBaeTcs cebs
B3pbIBaTh?

J>keK KHUBHYJ:

— Ha. Ecan oH noTepsieT co3HaHHe, i CMOTY MCIOJb-
30BaTh ero'6pOHEKOCTIOM 6€3 JIHILIHHX XJIOMOT C pa3opyiKe-
HHeM.

Kakoe-To Bpemst oHH cuaenu Mmoaua. :3atem Kanux nox
CTosioM AOTPOHyJscs A0 pykH JDkeka:

— 1. xouy ckasaTh Te6e Koe-uto. [ToToM Ha 3TO, MOXeT
6biTb, M He O6yneT BpemeHH. Korma MH NOKHHeM 3TH
amapTaMeHTBl, S He Gyay.cMOTpeTb Ha Te6s M He Gymy C
ToGoit pasroBapuBaTh. M nyctb B 3To Bpemsa [ocnoap
6yner c ToGoH.

J)kek yAbiGHYJCSl, KaK ABEHAAUATHJETHHH Ma/buyHLL-
Ka. Kanuu nonyman, uto, HaBepHOe, 3TO M eCTh camas CyTb
aywu HItopma.

— §1 Hapeloch, YTO OH ycmeeT 3a MHOM, — CKa3a.
Jokek. — IloToMy 4YTo Koraa st 3aBJjiafiel0 GPOHEKOCTIOMOM,
s nobery Tak OblcTpo, Kak 6yATO Gbl caM caTaHa FOHHTCA
3a MHoii!

Kanun paccmessicas H no6aBHJI:
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— A BoT 370 IuHapo ocTaBHa Aas TeGs, — OH BbITa-
LWIHA H3 KapMaHa GpIOK afpecHYIO OHckeTy. — 3hecb yka-
3aHbl BCG Orpa)k[eHHs, 0 KOTOpbIX Thbl ynomuHan. Kcrarw,
Junapo npepnaraer Te6e MOCETHTb €ro Kak MOXHO CKO-
pee, — OH B3JOXHYJ. — I Tako¥ e HaHBHBIH, KaK H Th.
[Tenuc 3HaeT o6 okpyxeHuH I'm66oHa. 51 yyTb GLlIO He
MOKOHUYMJ ¢ co6OH, KOraa cBsidajcs C HHM. A Tenepb...
Tenepb QHH 3HAIOT O MoeH cJjlabocTH H 6e33acTEHUYHBO
NoJb3YIOTCSl 3THM...

— Ho ato He TBos cyTb, — noaymas, otBeTHa [kek. —
Tbl MHCCHOHep M 3aHHMaJICl MOHCKOM PEeJIHTHO3HbIX peJsiuK-
BHH...

Kaaun HaxmypuJcs: -

— Mul Gosblie, yeM BCA 3Ta MHpPCKasi rpfisb, ropas-
no 6oabwe. M B atom Th npaB. TakHe MesNouH He
MOTYT OCTAaHOBHTb MOMcK. IIpocTo MHe npuaercss GbiTb
GoJiee OCMOTpHTeNbHLIM B. 3HaKoMcTBax. M .Th... 6yab
octopoxeH ¢ I'm66oHoMm,. Ixek. Tl Beap 3Haews, C
KeM pa6oraet JHHapo —. 3THX (paHaTHKOB TPYAHO KOH-
TpoaupoBaTh. KctatH, IuHapo oTaan pacnopsixeHHe,
KOTOpOE TIOSBOJIMT -3TOMY TOprawy 3akJIO4HTb C ToG6oi
caenky. Tak uTo Tbl Bbiiifewb Ha 3eseHbXx PyGauuexk.
Halinn I'm66oHa, Hasnagb KOHTaKThl, HO MPH 3TOM —
rocneuy.

— Xopowo. — JIxkek cxan B KyJake AucKeTy. Tske-
able ward JDKoHaTaHa 3a ABepbl0 HaMOJHAJAH KOMHAaTy
NyJbCHPYIOWHMM MasTHHKOO6Pa3HbIM 3ByKoM. LIITopM yJbi6-
nyacsa: — Kaaun, Kaaun, cnacu6o tebe 3a Bce.

Kanuu Bcran. J)koHaTaH NMO3BOHMJ B ABEpb.

— TosnbKo, — mpeaynpeaus CTapHK, 3aMeTHO CMYTHB-
WHCb, — He KPHTHKYH Molo HalepobHyrto peusd!

Bowesa J>koHaTaH. ¥cablas nocjefHoo ¢ppasy Kanu-
Ha, OH paccMmesics.
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Ero CeaTeiiiiecTBo HaxXMypHJICs: fes10 6blI0 Kyaa CJ10XK-
neii. INpeacrosiuas noxopoHHas peub Bbi3blBajla y Hero
MHOTO AYPHBIX NpeAyyBCTBHIi.

* % %

Cepast nesneHa J0XKAA OKyTajla HMNepaTOPCKHIl naall.
IMoxopoHHas npoueccHst 6ICTPO NPOMOKJA MOA XJeCTKH-
MM JIeASIHbBIMH cTpysIMH. M3 Tyuu BbIHBIpHYJa OblCTpas
amencTan MoaHHs. KopoTKasi BenblliKa KPacHOBaTOro
cBeTa OCBeTHJa TeMHble (Gurypel, 6peaylise nop AOX-
nem. ’

daubep crTosa YyThb B CTOpPOHE, CpeH BLICOKHX H
CTaTHbIX MYyXu4HH. Ee sMuo 6bl1o yKphITO Byasblo. 3a
ropogoM GyuieBajia CTpallHasi rposa.

— Hy BoTt, nouTtu Bce 3aKoHuMsOCh, — npoGopMOTan
CTORLUMIT PANOM C Heil MyxunHa. Ero rososa 6elia NOKpbI-
Ta KamniowoHoM. Heckosbko npsgeil MOKpbiX ceaoBaTo-
KalWTaHOBLIX BOJIOC NMajajH Ha Mop'mMHHCTuﬁ J106. Yep-
Hble TJ1a3a CBETHJIHCb KaKOW-TO CTPaHHOM peLMMOoCTbI0.
[Mosepx npocroro paéo'-xero KOM6HHe30Ha 6blJla HaKHHYTa
TEeMHO-CHHAfl MaHTHA. Ha MaHTHH B cepeGpAHBIX CTPYAX
ROXAS 30J10THJICA TAXeNHHA cTapHHHBIA KpecT. — [Toutn
Bce 3aKOHYHIIOCh, — YCTaJo MOBTOPHA OH.

dnubep KuBHYyNa: '

— Ja. I>keKy HpaBHJCA NOXAb. A elle eMy 'HpaBuJach
6yps. Byps u wTopm.

Kanun He orBeTnn. OH Kpemko H CHJIbHO cxan ee
pyky. Urto 6Bl OH HM ckasan cefiuac, BCce paBHO Bce
YTOHyJIO Gbl B lUyMe JOXAS H BOEHHOro mapaga.

3eMJisi 3aipoXKajia OT TSXKeJIOW MOCTYNH KOBaHbIX ca-
fxor. Poiuapn JloMuHHOHa B GoeBbIX cKadaHAapax LiarajH
oueHb MeasenHo. OHH OTAaBa/H YeCTh MaJleHbKOH JKeHLH-
He B YepHOM M CTOsllleMy PSIAOM C HEH HMNepaTopy.
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BpoHeKOCTIOMBI TYCKJIO MepUaJiH B CEpbiX CTPYAX OCeHHe-
ro AOXAA.

Aaubep He cmotpena Ha [lenuca. A BoT UMmepaTop...
HMMepaTop MOCTOSIHHO HabsioAan 3a Heil. OHa uyBcTBOBa-
Na Ha ce6e ero 3esieHblii KolwlayHit B3rasg. danbep B3A0X-
HyJia U obGJiokoTHNach Ha pyKy Kanuna. Bee-Taku et Hyx-
Ha Obla ero nojfepiKka...

Poinapu 3aMepJii no cTofike cMHpHO. B nocsenHuit pa3
3emJsis. B3iporuyJa M 3atuxJja. Kaniu oceHHero ManbTeH-
CKOro JOX[sl MepuaJH Ha pa3HOUBeTHbIX 6pOHeKOCTIOMaX.
H Tonbko Gesoro 6poHekocTIOMa ¢ cepe6GpHCTO-nepjaamyT-
POBBIM .OT/IHBOM He 6bIJIO BHAHO Ha 3TOH nuowanH. JIHwb
OAMH yesioBeK HOCHA TakHe pocnexd. [xek Llropm.

danbep 3aMeTHJIA, YTO K HX MPOLECCHH NPHCOEAHHH-
Jloch HeckoJbKO HHomlaHeTsH. KoHeuHo, TpakH, Kak Bce-
raa, 6uan 3gecb. OHa cKpHBHJA POT H 06/1H3a/a MTHOBEH-
HO nepecoxiuue ry6bl.

‘Kanun otnyctun ee pyKy H waruya Brepen. [Moxopo-
HBl HavasiHchb. Banmosep Banactep oxusmics.

— OHa OT/NHYHO CHIrpaa CBOK POib, — FPOMKO cKasasn
oH umnepatopy. [TenHc BbINpAMHJCA KW CTPAXHYJ Kamiu
HAOXIS C KPacHO-30J10ThiX ogefiHHH. OH BOMPOCHTE/bHO
B3TJIAHYJl Ha MHHHCTpa:

— OHa JeMOHCTPHpPOBaJla CBOIO aHTHMATHIO K HaM?

= Her.

= Yro Torma?

Banactep cpenan HeBo3MyTHMbIH BUA:

— fl He oyeHb yBepeH.. — c GosbLIOH HEOXOTOH
OTBETHJI OH.

— Xopouwo. ITepenait eit dunar. A y MeHs ecTb Apyrue
Jiesla, — HeflOBOJIbHO CKa3aJjl MaJleHbKHI HMIIepaTop H Max-
Hya KaauHy BecHyWI4aToH PyKoOil.

Ero CasTeiiliecTBo NPUCTYNHA K norpe6anbHoil peun.
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...IToxoponbi 3akoHYHAHCH GhicTpo. C nocilefHHM 3BY-
KoM TpaypHo# Tpy6nl Ilennc pe3ko BcTaq ¢ TpoHa H
NOKHHYJ nuaau. BanacTep ocTajicfi CTOATh C TPEYFrOJbHbBIM
¢narom B pykax. OH KalsiHya U nocMoTpes Ha Danbep.
Ona BbI3bIBalOlle NOBepHyJaach K HeMy JnuoM. Banactep
B3[IPOTHYJI: HX MNaJblbl COMPHKOCHYJHCb, Korga Danbep
3abupaja y Hero ¢daar. OHa OTKHHYJA C JIHLa TpaypHYIO
HaKHAKY H cKasana:

— MuHucCTp, 3fech NPHCYTCTBYIOT TPaKH: DTO OCKOP-
6neHHe ANs phlLaped, MHOro »H3Hel OTHABLIMX 32 TO,.
yTOGHl YCTPOHCTBO 3THX GPOHEKOCTIOMOB He CTaJlo H3Bec-
THbIM Bpary. KcTaTH, fi Xouy HallOMHHTb BaM, YTO TPaKH
y6uau xomanaupa llTtopma.

Banactep npespHTeJbHO pasfysl HO3APH:

— Ceifiuac He BpeMsl H He MecTO /I TaKHX Ppa3roBo-
POB.

— Het? Hy KoHeuHo, Beab s 3a6blja, YTO 3TO BbI
NPUrJacHiH BparoB B HaluM psiabl. — Aaubep npuxana
MOKpbIii ¢aiar K cBoeit rpyau. — Ho Jxkek noru6 pas toro,
yToObl BCce NMOMHHJH O Bparax.

BanpoBep npuaBHHyJcs 6anxKe:

— Tel pypauHiub HMNepaTopa H AypauHiub MeHs, — 3J10
cKasas oH. — lllTopM He noru 6. U paHo unu nosauo,
a 1 cobupaloch ero HauTH.

— §1 uageloch, uTO BB XOTS Obl MNOMLITaeTeCh 3TO
cienaTbh, — C ynpekoM ckasana Danbep. OHa nosepHynach
U GBICTPO colLIa ¢ NOMOCTa.- Tonna CBALIEHHHKOB TYT Xe
OKpy»KHna ee.

Banacrep B3sn ce6a B pyku. OH uyBCcTBOBaJ, TO
COJIAaTHl Ha6MoAaloT 32 HHM. IToc/ielHHH canloT: philapei
JloMHHHOHA OH MPHHAN C MJIOXO CKPLIBAEMOH HEHaBHCTbIO.

B Tyuyax onsTb 3arpeMesio, H AOXAb JIHHYJ C yABOE€H-
Ho¥ cHaod. KoMaHaa TesleBH3HOHLIMKOB 6pOCHJach CKJa-
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AbiBaTh cBoe oGopynoBaHHe, To 3HaKy <BOJIbHO» COJIAATHI
TpycuoH no6exxanu c naaua. Banacrep couesn ¢ . TpHEYHBI.
3a cBslIEeHHUKaMH OH He Ha6aiofan. HasepHoe, nostomy
OH He 3aMeTHJI, KaK OAHH H3 MOHaxOB B MOKPOM YepHOM
KanioloHe oTolles] B CTOPOHY.

* K *

Il>xek 6bICTPO OTKpLI 3aMOK H Mpolles BHYTpb Mac-
Tepckoi. B MacTepckoii HHKoro He Gblto. 3aTo pasfeBajKa
6blna mosiHa o oTKasa. CoJnaTel c6pachiBalii CBOH Ips3-
Hble GPOHEKOCTIOMH, POMBLIBANH HX FTHOKHMH Pe3HHOBEIMU
LIJIaHraMH C TIOJIOTPeToi MeHsileAcst BOAOH H pasMeLla]H
Ha cTesnaxax. JDKek He cnewusa. Bpems y Hero ewe
6bi10. OCTphle 3anaXH MacTepCcKOM 3aCTaBHJH ero ocTaHo-
BHTBCS H MIPHIOMHHTD Npolubie AHH. CKOJBKO JIeT noapsia
OH HenpecTaHHO YHCTHJ H PeMOHTHpPOBaJ CBOit GpoHeKo-
ctioM? Y 3pech, # Ha MuJoce, ¥ B HaeMHHYeCKHX MacTep-
CKHX 60K 0-60K ¢ ApyroM KaBHHOM, KOTOpbIii JaBHO YyXe
6blJ1 MepTB... »

JI>KeK He 4YyBCTBOBaJ BHHBI 3a TO, 4TO Jlenan ceiivac.
Beab He TosbKO cosaT, HO H HMMepaTop AO/KeH GbITh
BepeH cBoeH kKJusTtBe. Ilxek noiueBesusca. KoHeuHo, ox-
paHHasA CHCTeMa NOBOJBHO-TAKH CKOPO 3aMeTHT ero, H
Gesiblii CBETOBOH IUHTOK, NPHKPeIVIeHHLIH K mnoscy, BpsA
JIH criaceT oT GAUTesNbHON aBTOMaTHKH. LlITopM He oyeHb
BepHJ BCAYECKHM 3JIEKTPOHHBIM YCTPOHCTBaM.

...HoBble GpoHeKOCTIOMbl Bce elie Jiexasd B slIHKaXx.
IItopM GHiCTPO MOrpy3uHJa ABa fllMKAa Ha TPaHCMOPTHPO-
BOYHYIO TeJIeXKKy M 3aKOAHPOBaJ aBTOMHJOT Ha ajapec
CBOEro MOMoUIHHKA. TOT, MONYYHB TeJIeXKY, TYT Xe OT-
TpaBHT ee no Apyromy aapecy. [IpH TakuX MaHHNYJALHAX
niopu Banactepa BpAA /M GLICTPO HamaayT Ha ciell. Jkek
OTKpLIT BOPOTa, H TeJeXXKa Hcuessla B CyMepKaXx.
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ITo naany J)Kek moJs>KeH Gbll yexaThb Ha 3TOM TeJsex-
Ke, HO CKJa[ACKHe MJIOWAAKH GblAH MOJHOCTbIO aBTOMaTH-
3HpOBaHbl, H OT TeMJa ero Tejla Morja cpaboTaTh CHrHa-
ausauus. Jr>keKk 3akpbll ABOMHHBIE BOPOTA H, NPOXOAS Yepes
JHarHOCTHYEeCKYIO KOMHAaTy, NpPHXBaTHJ C co60H HOBBIH
Tectep. C ero nomotubio Boyrn cMoxeT BrosHe NpHAHYHO
OTJIaAUTb CTapblii cepe6psaio-6enbii 6POHEKOCTIOM...

JIxkeK no4TH yxke go6paJjicsi A0 BbIXOAa, KOraa yel-to
rojloc OCTaHOBHJI ero:

— Sl ToAbKO UYTO BO3r/IaBJfJl TOpPXKeCTBeHHbIH Mapaf,
KOMaHAHP... . Mbl MapliHpoBann B TBOIO YeCTb... § He
NOBEPHJ CAYXaM...

Bosocut Ha 3atbiike y Jdkeka cTand mei6om. Ho,
MOXeT GbiTb, 3TO GBIIM TPaKH HJH... cepxaHT Jlaccanei?
TpakoB oH c pagocTblo yKOKOWHJ Gbl, a Jlaccageii... Hy,
Jlaccaneit nocsie He60abWOro 06BSICHEHHA NPONYCTHA Ohl
cBoero KoMaHanpa. Ho 3ToT rosioc 6hlJ1 CAHUIKOM MOJIOA H
yncT. JIKek o6epHyJcs, 4TOGH MOCMOTPeTh Ha YeJOBeKa,
KOTOpLIK cefiyac CTOS 11a ero MecTe... '

Poyanns octaHoBHJCA y BXoja B Kopunop. Ero cepe6-
pHcTo-Gesble BoJIoCH 6aecTens B TyckaoM cpete. NonyGue
rnasa Heroayioie cbepkaiH. I[Kex rmoaymal, uTto, B Cyll-
HOCTH, OH CaM BCerAa Gbl TOJILKO TPSI3HBIM OTpaKeHHeM
3TOro MoJjiogoro desoBeka. EMy M paHblue 6bl0 TPYAHO
cMoTpeTh PoynnH3y B rnasa, a 3Ta BCTpeya cTaja ocoGeH-
HO 60Jie3HEHHOH.

— PoynnHs, KaxeTcs, Thl yBHAEN NpHBHAeHHE?

= Coap... — PoyaHH3 oTKawasnca W MefJIeHHO MPOH3-
Hec: — IDTo Bce-TakH Bbl... KcHeuHo, s cpa3y Tak u
nofyMaJi, Ho CO CIIHHBI BCe JKe MOXKHO OblJIo OLIHGHTBCH. ..

J>keK NpUKHHYJ paccTosiHHe MeXXAY HHMH H pacnoJio-
“)KCHHCM CBETOBOTO IIHTA Ha CTeHe — eMy COBCeM He Hajlo
6L110, YTOGHl CeHCOpHl OXpPaHHl NOAHANM Tpesory. B 06-
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LEeM-TO, OH He 3HaJl, YTO eMy feJiaTh Aasbie. OH NoHUMaN
OAHO: CPOYHO HaAO GLIIO YXOAWTb.

— Hy BoT uTto. {1 yxoxy, Poysnuns. A Tel MeHs1 3aech
He BuAeJl M He TOBOPHJ CO MHOH.

— 310 npukas, cap?

JI>keK MokKauasa roJioBou:

— Her, npocs6a. K TomMy Xe, Te6e oT 3Ttoro, 6yner
ropasno GoJblue MOMb3bI, YeM MHe.

Poyauns no6aeaHes. Ero rony6ble rsasa GaecHysu,
KaK 3JIeKTpHYEeCKHe MCKpBI:

— Torma Bce BepHo. Bbi npocro-HampocTo yuwiau B
CaMOBOJIKY.

— Camble oyeBHAHbIE BelH He BCeraa SIBAAIOTCSA npas-
no#, — ckasan JKek W cpesan war K ABepH.

PoyauH3 noTaHyJcs K cBOeMy Jla3epHOMY MHCTOJETY.
Litopm ocTaHOBHJCS.

— Ho Torma ckaxku MHe, YTO BepHO? — CIpPOCHJ
MoJsiofnof Goeu. JI>)Kek NMpPHIMOAHAJ CBOIO NPaBYio, PyKYy:

— Y MeHs HeT BpeMeHM Ha pasroBopsl. K Tomy xe,
noxa TeGe Jyulle HU4Yero He 3HaTb.

— Bo BceM BHHOBaThl TpakH? — HEpPBHO CIpPOCHJ
MOJIOAOH COJAAT.

Jokek He otBeTHs. OH He XoTeJs JiraTh. KoHeuHo, OH
namenuas INenucy us-sa porosopa Hmnepatopa ¢ TpakHaH-
ckoit JIuroii, HO H KpoMe 3TOro y Hero MHoroe HaropeJo.

— B 3TOM HeT HHMYero cJOXHOro, — CKasajq OH. —
OpHaxkabl, Koraa y Te6s 6yaeT BpeMsi H Thbl YBepHIUbCS B
TOM, YTO CMOXKelllb CNPaBHTbCA C MOCJEACTBHSMH MO3Ha-
HHusi mo6pa M 34a, — Thl CMOXKellb OGCYAHTb 3TY HCTOPHIO
co CeatbiM KannHom.

PoysnuH3 noGaenHen. Jkek He 3HaJl TOYHO, YTO TaK
NOJEHCTBOBA/JIO Ha MOJIOAOrO phIlapf, HO OH XOpOLIO MMO-
MHHJ, YUTO y ero GbiBLUEro NOMOLUHHKA GblJIM KaKHe-TO CBOH
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otHowenus ¢ Ero CparteiwectsoM. JI)KeK B3AOXHYA H
cllesian elle OAMH Luar Brepea:

— Y MeHS NeMCTBHTE/NbHO HET BpeMeHH, — YyCTaslo
ckasan oH. — A Tak Gbl s paccka3an Te6e noGosble.

PoynuH3 KHBHYA M HepewHTeJbHO B3TASHYJ Ha
Jxeka:

— Cap, Bo3bMHTe MeHA ¢ cO6OH...

= Het. Tl He MoXewb NOHTH TyRa, Kyaa Hay f. Thl
BCe ellle pbiuapb, — rosioc Jl)keKa cTas peskHM. — TpyaHee
BCEro Cpa>kaTbCsl C BparoM, KOTOpbIH LuaraeT psiaoM C
ToGolo — nJjeyo B nseyo. Ho Mbl Bce genaem To, 4TO
ROJKHbI AenaTh, NeHTeHaHT.

— KanuTaH, — nonpasua ero PoyanH3 4 cTpeMHTeNbHO
nokpacHes. — Ha, cap. Cnach6o, c3p, — OH noBepHyJCs H
BbilLeJI. -

. — Her, — otBeTHa Jl)xeK OKpy>XHBLUeH ero nycrore. —
310 He MHe, a Te6e — cnacHGo.
OH nocTosas elle napy CeKyHA, a MOTOM CKphLl/Cs 3a

ABepbIO.



FANABA 3

— C HuM Bce B nopsanke? — cnpocua KanuH, crapasch
He CMOTpeTb B IJla3a KalHTaHy CBOel JIHUHOH apMHH.

— 3a HHM HHUKTO He.cseaus, Bawe Bnarouectne. —
otsetHn Juuapo. — XoTa... s He Mor HabnioaaTh 3a
NPOMCXOMALUMM, HE MpHBJeKas K ce6e BHHUMaHHS.

Ero CsaTtefiluecTBo He 06paTH/ BHHMaHHSl Ha SIBHO
HeoJO6pHTe/IbHbINH TOH KanuTaHa. OH y)Xe 3aKOHUYMJI crop
C MOJIOABIM BOHHOM H OKOHYaTeJbHO OMNpCAe/]HJ CBOIO
nosuuuio. LITopM HyXXfaeTcsi B NMOMOWIH, H eMy HYXHO
oka3aTb ee. Bosbuie KaJHH HH 0 YeM He XOTeJs CMOPHTb.

— Xopolo, — B3JOXHY/N OH. — DTHM BeyepoM OH
noJikeH BbITH Ha [H660oHa. Ha 3To Bpemsi noctaBb nop
cBoe JHYHOe HabalofeHHe ero ogHc. A MOTOM... NMOTOM
MoXelb y6paTb TOprosua.

JIHHapo NOMeAJIHJ, a NOTOM HeonpefesleHHO KHBHYJ.
KasuH nocMotpen eMy B rnasa. Ero CearefiliecTBo HHYero
1le CKasaJ: OH MOHHMMaJ, YTO HMeeT [eJo C YeJOBEeKOM, Y
KOTOpOro ecTb CBOM co6CTBeHHble MmaaHbl. C 3THM Hesb3fl
6blJI0O HHYero mnojesaTb. Bce paBHO 3TO KOHYHJOCH Obl
onHuMm: InHapo cpasy HacTopoxuics O6bl M NoTepsJ AoBe-
pue x Kaauny. C ppyroit cropoHm, H MoauaHue Ero
CeareiwecTtBa Moryo 3aBecTH Jlkeka B soBywKky. Kaxer-
cs, Ha 3ToT pa3 Kanun 6b1 GeccusneH. OH ewe pa3
npHCTaNbHO MocMoTpes B raasa Jduuapo:
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— Xopouwo. Bce, uto ceiluac ot Hac TpebyeTcs, — 3TO
Tepnenue H yMeHHe XAaTb. Ecsau Bce npoiigeT xopouuo,
J)xek BepHeTcA paHbuwe, YyeM ['MG66OH Hcuye3HeT C 3TOM
nyaHeThl.

HuHapo B3opBascs:

— Ho 3to rayno! ¥ Bac MoryT BO3HHKHYTb KpYMHble
HenpHATHoOCTH!

Kaaun 3agymuuBo norepe6us G6poBb:

— MoxeT 6biTb, — OTBeTHJ OH HakoHell. — Ho y MeHs
ecTb TO, B YeM OH OYeHb HYXKAaeTcs

Yepes nseyo [JHHapo QH nocMoTpes Ha Geawlit 6po-
HCKOCTIOM, MOJYaJHBO CTOSIUMH B yray, Kak GyATo Gbl
B HEM CKpbIBaJoCh XXMBOE, MbICJ/sluee CyllecTBO, a Mo-
TOM cKasaJa:

— Paccnabbesi. Bnepenn y Hac QJIHHHasi HOYb

Hunapo kusHya. Ero CesTeitwecTBo cen Ha ManieHb-
KHil KOBpPHK, CKpecTHJ nop cob6oH HOrH M MNpPHHAJCA 3a
MeAHTaLHIO.

* % %

B o6weM-To, ['HO660H GbIN THXHM H TPYHOJIOGHBEIM
6usnecMeHoM. Bo BeskoM cayuae, JDKeK ycnén npHHTH K
TaknM BbiBogaM. 1lITopM 0cTOpPOXKHO MOAKATHJ K FPY30BO#
niaowaake M Bbllles H3 Tpy3oBHKa. TesieKkaMep oOXpaHEI
BOKpPYr He 6bljo. XOTH — 3TO COBCEM He 03Hayajo TOro,
YTO 3a HHM He caeHaH. Jxek nofolwesn K ABepH H
rnocTyuasn.

— Mbl 3aKpHITH, — TNOCJBIILANCS H3-32 ABEpH rpyOniii
MYXcKol 6ac.

Y IlxxeKa He 6blJO >KeJaHHA crnopHTb. OH nocmoTpen
Ha cepe6psHYIO CeTKY, CKpPbIBAIOLLYIO FPOMKOrOBOpPHTEJb,
H. OTYET/IHBO MpPOH3HeC:

— 3eneHas Py6auika.
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Ilsepb MOMEHTaNbLHO OTKpHJach. Besen 3a ABepbIo
pacnaxHyjaHcb M BOpOTa CKJaaa.

I'n660H oka3ancs OrpoMHbIN HEMOBOPOTAUBbLIM MY>KUH-
noii. Jlxxex saMeTHJI anuHbli 6yeck B ero raasax. B npasom
yXe npopasBua GosiTanacb MaCCHBHas 30Ji0Tasi cepbra ¢
AOBONLHO-TaKH KPYNHLIM PYGHHOM OBanbHO#H ¢opmbl. [n6-
6011 TOCMOTpeJ CHaua/la Ha KOpoGKH, 10CTaBJIeHHLIe B Cro
CKJlaf, a noToM Yyxe Ha Jlxeka:

— § He oxupan Te6s, — ckasan oH. — Ho ecTsb Beww,
O KOTOPbIX T/yno roBOPHTHL Ha yJHLe.

beek npowes Bray6s cKknaaa u nocmorpe.n Ha paabpo-
caHHble noncxony SLMKH W KOpo6KH. Tloa HoramM 3ackpu-
nesu NOCKH ABHO (aibLIHBOro rona.

- EcTb Beluy, KOTOpble FYNo AeAaTh, — NPOGOPMOTaN
OH. ’ ’

Tu66on cxan xynak. Cepbra B yxe yrpomalol.ue 3BAK-
Hyaa:

— Hackosbko f1' noHKMalo, Thl MpHLIEN CioAa Tio aeny?

“ A s pyMman, uTo Bbl 3aKpBITHI...

= A s fymaJ, 4To Thl —.3TO elle KTo-TO...

— Moxxet 6biTh, — BANO oTBeTHA JXkek.

— Ax! Tak, HaBepHO, B 3TOM H KpoeTcsi NpHYHHA
TBOEH CKpOoMHOCcTH? — ['H660H A3BHTeJbHO 3aXOXOTal.
- Hy napgo. Tak 4YTo MHeé caeénaTh, 4TO6LI A0Ka3aTh
Te6e, KTo n1? HacKonbko i NoHHMalo, Thl-HE 3Haellb
HM OQHOTO K3 MOMX 3HaKOMEIX. MHaye — TH He ‘cnpa-
WHBaA Gbl‘cefivac 060 MHe: f'Heé TOT HeJOBeK; KOTopo-
FO JIErKo 3a6LIBalOT.

JXex BCNOMHMJ, YTO 9TOT yesoBeK nepecraHer cy-
‘WeCTBOBaTb Cpa3y Ke MoC/ie TOro,-KaK OHH 3aKiloyaT
CeJKY, H nO'-l)'BCTBOBaJ'l ce6s1 BAHOBHLIM. On npomny.n
PYKY

— 3oy MeHs Hxek.
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— Xopowo. A Thl MOXeLIb 3BaTb MeHs [H660oH. Hy Tak
H KTO )Ke mpHcJjai Te6s KO MHe?

— Ceartoit Kanuu u3 Bayuna.

— A-a! 3to noaTBep kAaeT Bce. A ABe 3TH POCKOLUHbIE
KOPOGKH — 3TO rpy3 Ansi MeHs? '

- Her. '

I'H660H YepTLIXHYJICS H, pa3BepHYBLIHCb, HaMpaBHJCS
K o¢mucy.

J)xek moxan njeyam:

— Becb Bonpoc B omare...

I'n660H KHBHYJ:

— Hy koHeuHo. A noToM 3TO CTaHeT MOHM rpy3oM.

Jxxek ynpi6HyscA. [H660H BLITSAHYJ HECKOJAbKO KOPOT-
KHX MJIaCTHKOBBHIX JIHCTOB H3 CBoero pykasa. [lxek 3ame-
THJI, YTO Ha 3anficTbe, TaM, KyAa OGLIYHO MMIIAHTHPYIOT
Oro3HaBaTeJIbHLIH UHM, Yy INpoAaBLA ApeBHOCTei 3HAeT
ray6okuii wpaM. Y Bapyr — pyka I'm66oHa pacTBopH/ach
B Jla3epHOIi BCIBILIKe.

Jlxex ynas Ha 1oJ ¥ GbICTPO OTIO/3 K BOPOTaM CKJIaja.
I'M660H cxBaTHA 3M0pOBOI pyKOH cBoOft 06py6OK M C AyLue-
pasaMpaiolMM KPHKOM 3aMNphiraj no ryjakoMy haabUIHBOMY
nony. CeeT morac,  O(HC 3aMOMHHACH KaKHM-TO Mepuaio-
IHM OpaH>KeBHIM cBeueHHeM. CllelylOlWHA yaap npuulescs
I'n66oHy B rpynp. XKesnto-6enas BCMbILIKA HA CEKYHAY OCBe-
THaa cknaf. DanbWHBHIA MO NPOBANHICH nom Horamu
I'n66ona, H Toprosell ¢ rPOXOTOM HcCYe3.rAe-TO BHH3Y.

Jxek ycabilan KpHKH Jofed, BGeraouHux B momMetie-
Hue. OGyrieHHBIA NAacTHKOBLIA JHCT ynaj lItopmy nps-
MO NOA pyKy. JKeK MalIMHAILHO CBEPHYJ ero H CYHyJ 3a
‘giaayxy, 3eneHble Py6awky nooGelanx eMy NMPHAHYHYIO
OMJIaTy 32 NOCTAaBKY 6POHEKOCTIOMOB: KPERHTKH, OMO3HaBa-
TeJbHBle UYHIMBL, afpeca MHTepecyiolux ero AMiL JIxeK
XOTeJ MOANON3TH K AUIHKAM H NMOCMOTPETh, YTO OCTa/NOCh:
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OT BOOPYXEHHS, HO BAPYT — UbS-TO PyKa CXBaTHJia ero 3a
nJjevo.

— Tlomo)xau, — npolienTas eMy B YXO 3HaKOMblii
MArKHH rosoc. — $1 Mory rapaHTHpoBaTb, uTo ['H6GOH
HayHeT cTpenbby cpa3y »Ke, KaK TOJbKO BbiGepeTcsi H3
cBoero noasana. Ho Koraa 3To HauHeTcsi, Hac yXe 34ech
He 6yner.

DTOT rojloc OH MOr y3HaTb rae yroaHo. J>ex ynbi6-
HyJscs:

— {1 rosopusi Kaauny, uTo Thl 3Haellb O TOM, YTO 5
BepHYyJCH.

— IlpaBuabHo, — cKasana dnubep. — Thl BepHyJcs H,
KaK Bceraa, okasajicfi B  nepefieliKe.

Kaxkercs, Ha aToT pa3 oHa He cepaHjach Ha Hero.

* % *

B xabunete Kanuna Daubep npuaeraa Ha cody. Ona
oyeHb HepBHHYaJIa, HO BCe XKe — CTapaJach He NMOKa3blBaTh
aToro. My>KuHHbBl THXO O6CY)KHa/lH NpOHCLIeAllee.

— §l npepnonaran, uro JJHHapo MoXeT BLIKHHYTb Ta-
KyIo WITyKY, — NpOBeAsl pPyKoH Mo CBOHM PeAKHM BOJIOCaM,
ckasan Kanun. — 5 He posmxeH Gbin eMy N0BepsATb M He
HOMXKeH 6bl MOCHLINAThL 33 To60H Danbep. DTo HeNpoCTH-
TeAbHO.

— He nsBunsiics, Kannu. S uen v nespenum. K tomy
Xe, OHM OCTaBHJH CKJap ropswHM. Tak uTo cefiyac OH
yBepeH B TOM, YTO i CropeJ.

= §1 oyeHb XOpOLIO 3Hal0 3TOT paioH ropoaa. Tebe He
CTOHJIO OTMpPaBAATbCA Tyda Ge3 MeHsl, — He BblIepXas,
BMellasach Danbep.

— OTo BepHO, — MArko oTBeTHA [xkek. — Ho BepHo M
apyroe. VimnepaTop nosciogy cnenyet 3a ToGoi. A oT
3TOro BO3HHKaeT MOpe JHIUHHX CJIOXKHOCTeN.

36



—. CJIOXKHBIM 6blJIO XKAAaTb Te6s1 3TH MoJrofa, noka Tel
pasbirpeiBaj H3 ce6si MepTBela. — Duubep pe3Ko OTBEpHY-
nach. Kaxkercsl, oHa ckKasaja yepecyyp MHOro.

Ero CsiTeiiluecTBO KalISHYJ H HeonpeJeseHHO Ipo-
6opmoTa:

— YepT c HHM...

JI>)keK NMpHCTaJbHO NMOCMOTPeJ Ha Hero:

— JluHapo Mor Obl 3alUHTHTb TebOs,, — CKa3aJ OH.

Kanuu noxan nsnevyamu:

— Ero nocTynkaMu pyKoBOASAT:ero ‘co6¢TBeHHbIe CO06-
paxkeHHs1. I HHKoraa He o0G6OJbLIAJNCA MHJIHTAPHCTCKOM
¢bpakuuelt cpend Moux nocsenoBaTteseii. Te6e Hamo Kak
MOXXHO CKopee MOKHHYTb MaunbTeH, Ilkek. fI He cMmory
fojro 3awMuath Tebs. Ilenuc cpasy nofiMer, uTo mpo-
H30LJI0, KOTAA y3HaeT O MponaBLUHX GpoHeKocTioMax. B
3TOH CHTyalHH BbIBOAbl HaNMpalIHBAlOTCA caMH co6oit = Thl
BLIXKHJI M B35 GPOHEKOCTIOMBI.

Ilpn ynomHHaHHH o 6poHekocTiomax J>XkeK pacTepsiH-
Ho BarasHya Ha KanuHa.

— § He Mory octaBuTh Boyr...

— B TakoM cayuae, MHe HY>XHO HayYHTbCSl KOHTPOJIH-
poBatb JuHapo. — Kanuu mocMoTpeda Ha'jrouxﬂii NJ1acTH-
KOBBLI} JIHCT, KOTOPBIi npotaHya emy JDkek. — A uro
KacaeTcs oTBeTa Ha 3ToT Bompoc... [Mla, y MeHf ecTb
BO3MOXXHOCTb BOCCTaHOBHTb 3T0o. Ho Beap y Te6s HeT
BpeMmeHH kAaaTb. KcraTtH, a uto 3To Takoe?

— 3To TO, YeM MHe 3allJIaTHJIH 32 GPOHEKOCTIOMbI. §1
NPOCHJ JOCTaTh KOe-KaKylo MHGOpMaLHIO, a elle... elie
OHHM o6ellaNH NPHHATL MeHs B JHry 3eseHbix PyGauiex.

Kanuu Haxmypuacs:

— Tbl 3Haelwb Moe OTHOLIEHHEe KO BCEMY 3TOMY.

— MoxeT 6biTh, HallH OTHOLUEHHS K HUM B YeM-TO H
COBMajaloT, Ho 1 He Mory Ge3 HHX cBeprHyTh Ilenuca. Ham
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HYXXHO KaK MOXXHO GoJiblile y3HaTb 06 3TOH OpraHM3alHH,
yTo6bl He MOJYYHJIOCh TaK, YTO OfHO 3J10 Mbl 3aMeHfieM
JIPYTHM.

CesToi KaanH o03ajlaueHHO HaxMypHJcs:

— Ho Thl xoTs 6bl 3Haellb, KOTO Thl HLUEWb?

Jxexk yabl6HyJsCSH:

— KoHeuHo. fl Huly ueésnoBeKa, KOTOPLIH pasGyauna
MeHsi OT CeMHaAUaTHJeTHero cHa.

danGep B3aporHyaa:

— JXkeK, oH He 3axoueT Te6si BHAeTb!

— §1 sHaw. BoT noatoMy-To Mbl M BO3bMeM ¢ cOGOMH
Boyru.



FNABA &

[psi3Hbtii XOMOAHBIA KOXAb NpoXJecTan Hal TPyllo6a-
MH ManbTeHa.” HedraHble moAaTekH, ocTaBliHecst focJe
Hero Ha yepHoM acaibTe M CTapbiX Cepo-3eJeHblX CTeHax,
Kak 6bl npuraywany Bce 3s8ykH. O6uTtatenn Tpywo6 pago-
Ba/IHCh 3TOH THILUHHe.

Tpu ¢urypbl NpHTaHJHCh B TeHH Bo3Jje jABepel Cayx-
6bl 6e3onacHocTH MoanTeka. CTpofiHas u rubKas ¢Hrypka
B NAalle C YepHBIM KaMiOLIOHOM BO3HJach C KOMIbIOTepa-
MH oxpaHHOH cHcTeMbl. C caMoil cHcTeMo# Ge30macHOCTH
OHa crpaBHJIach GbICTPO, HO MPH 3TOM He 3aMeTHJ]a TeJe-
KaMepy. BbICOKHH LIHpOKON/IEYHA MYyXUYHHA CTOS CIOKOH-
HO M jaxe He MBITAaJCH CKPbIBaTb NPOCTOE BOJIEBOE JIHHO.
PsagomM ¢ HUMH BO3BbIIIAJIOCE MacCHBHOE CYLUEeCTBO B ce-
pebpucro-Genom GpoHekocTiome. Ckopee Bcero, 3To 6bu
po6oT MM KubGepr, HO, CyAs MO pa3MepaM, MallHHA Guljia
BOEHHOMH, a He TpaHaHCKOii.

JBa yenoBeKa B lLieHTpPe OXpaHbl HabJaiofa/lH 3a HHMH
yepe3 Tesekamepy. OAHH H3 HHX, TOT, KOTOpPHIA OblI
HEMHOro MOBBLIlIE, CAENaN HeTepreNHBHI XKeCT:

— U Bce e moyeMy Mbl HX Hé CABIIMM? — MJACTH-
KoBasi J1aGopaTopHas KypTka CKpHMHYyJa.

— OHH BK/IIOYHIH GeJIHA 3BYKOBOH Gapbep.

— A KaK MM yganocb NMOAOHTH TaK GAH3KO?

CenoBoJsiochiit KOpOTHIILIKA B Cepofl YHH$popMe oM
naeyamu: '
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— §1 ne 3uao. Oun npodeccHonanb, foktop. Mory
NPEeAnoJIOXHTb, UTO MepBLIi — BOP...

— Ho y Hac smecb HeT uudyero ctosiero! — noKkTop
CJIOXKHJI PYKH Ha FpyAH H ellle pa3 MOCMOTpEJ Ha OXpaH-
HuKa. Ero yTBep>xaeHHe He GblIo BepHbIM, HO OH He XoTeJ,
YyTO6bl NMEepcoHas oXpaHbl 3HaJ O UEHHOCTAX, XPaHALHXCS
B ero nabopatopuH. OH ray6oko B3poxHyna. Kaxertcs,
BpeMeHH He 6buI0.

OH He MMeJl HH MaJsieHiLuero NOHATHSA O JIOAAX, JIOMHB-
lUBXCcA K HeMmy B la6opaTopHio. KTo oun? Yero onu xotar?
Kro ux nocnan ciopa — HakoHeu-Taku? OH 3Ha/ OfHO: eMYy
HaJl0 CPOYHO NPHHHMATD pelleHHe. 3Hall OH U fipyroe: paHo
WJH TNO3AHO YTO-TO NMOA06HOE JOMKHO GbIIO CAYUHTHCS.

— JlepXH 3Ty nBepb KaK MOXHO JoJiblle, = CKa3sana
LNOKTOP H OCTaBHJI CBOEro CJyXaliero y MoHHTopa. — 3a
5TO Thl MOJYYHUIb NPEMHIO, = honymas. N06aBHA OH YXe
H3 KopHaopa.

A 'BOT 9TOr0 rOBOPHTb He CTOMJO. ITO yxe fBHO Gblaa
own6Ka. Benb ero oxpaHHHK XoTeJ MOJYYHTb NpPeMHIO, a
3HAYHT — AOJKeH GblJ BbKHTb. MepTBLIM.OXpaHHHKaM He
nnaTaT AeHer. BnpoueM, KOoHeuHo, OH cAeJiaeT BCe, YTO B
ero CHJax..

Oxpammx OTKPBUI XpaHHJHLE A KHGepHeTHYeCKHX
mawuH. Ilate pBepeit 6ecmymuo OTKAaTHIHCh B CTOPOHY.
TsTb po6oToB BhieXanH B KOPHLOP. CepBonsuraTesit B3BblJH,
H OpyXHe NpHLIIO B 60eBYI0 roToBHOCTb. OXpaHHHK Habpan
Ha KOMMblOTepe KOOpAMHATH LeJed. Ero manbubl 6bcTpo
MeJIbKa/H Hajl KnaBHaTypoii. [ToToM oH OTKHHyJCA B Kpecie
M cTa] HabniofaTh 3a pesy/ibTaTaMH CBOeH paGoTHl.

JloxTop KHMHyJCH B MepBbI nonaBmHHCﬂ Kopunop
3aTeM, OTALILABLUHKCE, vHa6pa.n HY>XHHI HOMep Ha cBoeM
NnepeHOCHOM KomnbloTepe. Uepes ceKyHiy B MHMKpodoHe
NOC/BIIANCA XPHIUIBIA JKEHCKHil rosioc:
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— UYTo TaM NMpOHCXOAHT?

— Mbl 3aKOHUYHJIH NOATroTOBKY. A cefiyac OTKJiouu
Bce npH6Gopbl B JaGopaTOpHAX H Momoxr¥ HX. Hauunaii
C nepBOM, TpeThbel W ueTBepTOH. A o BTOpOH s nosa6o-
yychb caM.

— YTo-uTo? — YyAMBHJCH BCe TOT XK€ XPHIUIBIA rojoc.

— ¥ MeHs HeT BpeMeHH, uepT Bo3bMH! Hesaft, uto st
ckasan! Ham Hy»>XHO H36aBHTbCSl OT 3anuceil.

— Xopoiuo. JIabopaTopHH OOMH, TPH M ueThipe. Betpe-
yaeMcs BO BTODOH...

= Het. BcTpeuaeMcs ¢ Apyrod CTOPOHBI 3[aHHS.

— Heyxenn xe Bce Tak nJjoxo?

- Ha.

— M Mb paxke He nomnniTaeMcs 0KasaTb HM CONPOTHB-
JeHune?

— Her. IlpekpaTH cnopHTb.

Ee rosoc 3asBeHes OT HerogoBaHHS:

— O yept! Ecsin 6bl THl 3HaJ/, KaK fi HEHaBHXY 3TOT
TyHHesb! JlagHo. Byab ocTopoxkeH

JHoKTop moayMaJs napy MHHYT H OTKJIOYHMJ CBSi3b.

— U bl TOXe, — ycnes cKa3aTh OH Ha NpoLiaHHe.

* * *
dnubep pasfpakeHHO LIeNHYyJa:

— Ewe napy MuHYT, H Mbl GyneM BHYTpH. Tak uTto
norepnute HeMHoro. Bce xopouwo. IlepxxuTech, pebaTa.

— 3a yTo? — yaWBJIeHHO cmpocus Boyru.

— Hnu 3a yToO. [TpocTo — Tak roBopaT, = ckasan Ixkex
TaK TepreJHBo, Kak GyATO ona.ncn ¢ ManbimoM. = A noka
— 6ynb noTHie. Beap Danbep Hano CKOHLEHTPHPOBAThCS.

JDKeK cTosn psiloM ¢ Dnubep H HYBCTBOBAJ, HACKOJIb-
KO OHa Hanpsikena. OHa n0aro HoKa3hiBana eMmy, YTO OH
6es Hee He o6opme'rca Yro X — ee NpHCYTCTBHE 3fiechb
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MOATBEPAHNO 3To. DaubGep cnpsiTana CBOIO 30JOTHCTYIO
FPHBY MO/, KaMIOWOH, HO OH BCe-TaKH YYBCTBOBaJ NPSHLII,
eJie YJOBHMBLIH 3amax ee MyIIHCTHIX Bojoc. DTOT 3amax
ycrnoKaHuBaJ ero.

— TloaHHbC HeMHOro B CTOPOHY, — mnpo6GopMoTana
Annbep. — OpHO HeBepHOe ABHXKEHHe — W MOJNHUHMA 6ydeT
afiecb. A oHa HaM He HyXXHa — Beflb Te6sl CUHTAIOT MepTBbIM.

OH oToaBHHYJICA.

— §l yx He roBOpI0O O TOM, — THXO MNPOMOJIKHJIA
danbep, — UTO y MHOXKeECTBa JIIOAEH B 3TOM ciyuae GyayT
H3-32 Te6f HeNMpPHATHOCTH.

— § 3Hal0, — HeTepreJIHBO OTBETHJ OH.

IToxoxe, Dnnubep A0 CHX MOp He pa3y4yujaach YHTaTb
mbicau [kexka. OHa moMonuana napy ceKyHA H MpOLOJIKH-
na:

— Ho Bce paBHo, ecau Mbl pa3pywum coio3 Ilenmuca c
TpaKaMH, 3TO TOrO CTOHT.

— Dta Takad mayTHHa... — B3fOoXHYyJ Jxkek. — Ouu
ycrnesd HaMepTBO NepenJecTHCh APYr ¢ ApyroM. DTOT ysen
yXe He pacnyraTb, ero Hafo pPyGHTb.-

Aaubep nosTopHJa:

— Bce paBHO — 3Ta Hrpa CTOHT cBey, — 3BYKOBOH
oTpaxkaTelb Ha ee TOHKOM 3amsicTbe MPOAO/KAJN THXO
NybCHPOBATb.

JIKeK fioxsonas mo nepuatke GpoHecKadaHAapa:

— IMotepnu. Yxe ckopo, Boyru!

— Hy Bor. — daubep BuIMpAMHJAcb W yBHAeJNa, UTO
JUKeK Hanps)keHHO HaGMOfaeT 32 Hel. — Bbi roToBH?

" = Kak Bcerma. A cefiuac sanomuu, Boyru: MHe Hyxeu
nokrop Japu M HuKTO Goabwe. o

Boyrx nporpemen:

- Tlousn, Bocc. 3iauuT, MHe MCMONbL30BaTh 3J1eKTpo-
LIOK?. ' ‘ ' '
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- MHa.

Boyry 6bl1 siBHO pasouyapoBaH. Bce-TakH oH 6bla TaK
JKe KpoBOXXalleH, KaK H MHJoccKHe Gepcepkephl. DiaHbep
yabi6Hyaacb. Jkek moayman M oTAan el CBOH Jasep.
Ilpurogutcs. Y Hero camoro O6blo Apyroe opyxHe -
GoeBble NepyaTKH, CHATHIE C NOJOMaHHOro 6pNHEKOCTIOMa.
OH HenJioxo MpPHCHIOCOGH HX, TOMECTHB 3HepreTH4YeCcKHH
3anac B 60THHKaX H GPOHHPOBaHHLIX HabeApeHHbIX WHT-
Kax. Daubep HaXMypHJacb U MOCMOTpesa BHH3:

— JxeK... OnHH HeBepHHIH ar, H Thl OTOpBellb cebe
Hory...

— Hukoraa: {1 3Halo, 4yTo gesalo, — ckasan oH 6oapo
W noiyMal, YTO Ha caMoM-To Aejie Din6Gep, Kaxercs,
npaBa. KoHeuHo, OH XOpoLIO 3HaJ CBOe BOOpYXeHHe, HO,
TeM He MeHee, OH COBCeM He Obll HHXXeHepoM.

— Cesam, oTkpoiici! — Daubep XJonHysa pyKoR no
3aMKy. — Hy ¥ yTo ke Thl CKaxcellb JOKTOpPY, KOTAa-OH
Y3HaeT, 4TO Mbl BJIOMHJHCH Clofa?

JKeK yabl6Hyacs:

— CKopee Bcero, fi:CKaxy eMy <«cnacH6o».

* K K ‘
Y Ka»(noro qenoaeka 6blBalOT TaKHe Momeum Koraa
BCS €ro XXKHsHb TIPOXOAMT NepeA ero raasamu. Ha Tpaiic-
NOPTHBIX KOPa6/AX, BLIBO3HBIIHX CO/MIAT H3 GOeBLIX 30H,
Bpaun HCTIONB30BaH TaK Haabmaemyxo «pa3rpy3ouHylo ner-
Jiio», M03BOJIAIONLYIO H3BJIeYb H3 NaMATH HHQopMauuio u
CHATb CTpecc BO Bpewm xono;moro CHa. «Pasrpyaoqnas
ne'rnm AaBHO Boulia BO Bpa'-le61-1y|o npax'mxy, H npu ee
UCTIONIL3OBAHHH, KaXeTCs, He MOrno CJI)"-IHTI:CH Hyuero
Heo6blyHoro. M Bce-Taku He06utmoe npousoumo._ .
Bce Hauanoch co  BTOPXeHHS TPaKoB Ha Munoc. Pu-
‘napu JoMHHHOHa MOrJIH " 6bl BnonHe ycneiuHo orpaau'n:
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3Ty aTaky. Moran 6bl — HO He oTpa3sH/iH, — HX CaMHX
npefanu Ha MuJoce. lllTopM okasajcsi OQHHM H3 HeMHO-
rOYHC/NeHHbIX GOMIIOB, KOTOPLIM YAa/J0Ch MOrPY3HTbCS Ha
kopa6ab. Ho xopa6ab Bo Bpemst BasieTa 6bl1 06CTpesiH H
Kak caenyeT nospexxiaeH. OH c6Hicst ¢ Kypca H 3aTepsiics
cpenu 3Be3n. Kopa6sb apeitdoBan B KocMoce ceMHaauaTh
net. Bece atu ponrue roant xeky LlTopmy cHuics npowur-
paHHBIX WMH Gol. B pesysnbTaTe AJHTeNbHOro cTpecca
naMATb O MOJIOJOCTH H ceMbe GhlJIa paspylleHa.

Ceituac oH Jio/KeH GyfeT BCTPETHTb YeslOBeKa, KOTOpbIi
HalleJl ero Toraa Ha KopabJjie — eNWHCTBEHHOr0 XHBOrO H3
BCEX, TaK H He CyMeBLUHX BBHIHTH M3 KPHOTreHHOro CHa.

JBepb MensieHHO oTBOpHaachk. [IpsiHbIH HOUHOH BO3AYX
HaMoJIHWJICA HeNMpPHATHBIM 3anaxoM Je3HHGHUHPYIOLIHX
BellecTB. Boyri Tak pesko pBaHyJcsl Bepef, YTO pachax-
HyTasl [ABepb NMOKayHyJach H CopBajiach ¢ nerenb. Kpaem
rnasa J)kek 3aMeTHJ IPKYIO BCIBILKY B KOHLEe KOpHAOpa.
OH MrHoBeHHO cxBaTHJ Dau6Gep W TOBaJHJ ee Ha MNoJ.

— OrTkJiouH 3jeKTpoliok, Boyru! —. KpHKHYA OH.

PoGoThl cTpensiii He mnepecTaBasi. JlasepHblit Beep
npoueJscs nNpsMo Haf HHMH. OT MeTaNHUYeCKHX orpaxkae-
HHH OTCKaKHBaJH pasHoLBeTHble HCKpHl. J)KeK BblCTpesiH
W3 nepyaTkH. BoyrH MOMeHTa/JbHO YHHUTOXHJ OAHY H3
mawnH. ORa ‘3afbiMHJIach MpAMO TocepelliHe KOPHAOPaA,
nojiypacnJjaBjieHHasi, C pPacKHHYTHIMH BO BCé CTOpPOHbI
wynajbuaMHi. Jlaxke pa3buTtad, MallHHA BHIIJIffeNna yrpo-
xaroie. Jlpyrue yeTnipe po6oTa mepefBHrajuch Tak Gblic-
Tpo, uTo JXKek- na)ke He ycnesaJs NPHUENHTHCS.

— Korna s nepekauych ¢ aToro MecTa, — ckasan Jxek
dnubep, — TH cpa3y xe BcTaBai H Oerd.

~ Tlpoknstas neweBasi KoHTpa6aHma! — Belpyrasnachb
daubep. — Moe opyxXHe noJsioMalioch cpasy ke, KaK ToJb-
KO Mbl YNajaH Ha noJ!
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On He Mor nmos3BoJIMThb .-eil WATH BMecTe C HHM.

— §1 no6ery HanpaBo, — KpHKHYJ oH. — He Gojica. 4
npukpoio Te6s.

Cepe6psiHblli MayK TOTHAC Ke YCTPeMHJCS 32 'HHM.
TsaxenbiM 6oTHIIKOM JI>KeK BHIGH/I H3 ero MaHHMYJAATOPOB
Jasep. MoulHblii naasMeHHbIH y#ap pa3sBOPOTHJ [Bepb.
Lltopm ynan Ha KoJleHH H BBLICTPesIHJ NOYTH He UesasAch —
4TO6L! NPHUKPLITE DaHGep.

HanpaBo Gbia cTeHa, HaleBo — KOpHAOP, BeAylHi K
XPaHHJHLLY CTOpOXeBbiX poGoToB. Boyru xopoiuo 3Haux,
rjle ceHyac KTO HaXOZHTCS.

OH cnpsitasica 3a Kocsik ¥ BeicTpean. Bropo# po6ot
B3opBaJjcs.

CkBO3b eaxHi AbIM ropsiwier naactMaccst Jxek 3ame-
THJ, KaK ABe MawHHbl o6oriyau Boyru W HanpaBHaHch
HHUM. MHTepecHo, noueMy >xe 6pOHEKOCTIOM He NpPHBJIEK HX
BHHMaHHe? KaxxeTcsi, oH cKa3an 3To Beayx. DaH6ep 3a ero
CMHHOH TOTYaC e OTBeTHJa:

— Tenno! OHu HacTpoeHbl Ha TenJo!

Ha, koneuHo. Beab Boyru 6uia1 xosnoanuM! Tosbko ero
OpY>KHe H3Jy4aJlo ropsuni packaseHHu# xap. [kek npH-
UeJIHJICA M BHICTPeJHJI B MATHPYKOro MeXaHHYecKoro kpa-
caBua. Po6oT nokauHyjcs, HO NOTOM ONATL Noexan Bre-
pen. Boyrn yxe BbIBen H3 cTpos mnocJeanioilo GoeByio
‘MawuHy. OH 6Gbl1 HeAOCTYNEH N5 ee Na3epoB H, He 60ACh
HHYero, JIoMaJ ee Ha YacTH.

Jkek cxBaTH/ 3a NQKOTb DauGep M yBJeK ee 3a
co6oii B NeBLH KopHaop. BaApyr oH nockoab3HyJcs; ynaa
Ha KOJIEHO 'H MOYYBCTBOBa/J, YTO OAHH H3 NPOBOAOB
3HepronUTaHHa OTCKOYMJ OT KpenaeHus. JleBas nepyat-
Ka okasanacb oGecToueHHoH. Po6oT Bce ewe KpyTHaca
Ha MecTe, paaMaxHBasl UeJILIMH M HeBPeAHMbIMH ULY-
najabuami.
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. = Yept! — cka3zana dnubep. ¥ cebs 3a cnunoit Jkek
ycapiliajd KakoH-TO LUYM.

Boyru 6bl 3aHAT. MaluHHa Bce elle eXaja Ha HHX.
Jxek ete pas BeicTpesni. Po6ot ocranosuacs. Ho Lltopm
He COMHEBaJICfl B TOM, YTO [I0 CHX NOp BCe ellle HaAXOAHTCH
B CEKTOpe OrHf.

— Beru! — kpukHYA oH Daubep.

— Hy yx Het! — ortBetHna oHa. — KoHuait .BasnsiThb
aypaxa. [TpukoHYH nocKopee 3Ty XeCTSAHKY.

Jixek nycTHa Beep OrHA B GpOHHPOBaHHYIO TPYAb
mawuHbl. Kopnyc onnasuscs. PoGoT BhicTpesin B OTBeT.
KoHeuHO, OH mnpoma3saj, HO 3TO MNpPHBJEKJO BHHMaHHe
Boyru. Besloe 6poHHpoBaHHOe cyluecTBO MOBEPHYJOCh H
nofHANO PYKH BBepX. BoKpyr ero manbues Ha pasHouseT-
HbIX: TPOBOAAX GOJITAJIHCb 3aMYacTH. ’

. dnubep cxsaThna JXKeKa 3a ropjio H TONKHYJa BHHS.
XKecTanka onaTb BuicTpeausa. lliTopm nouyscTBOBaj, Kak
Mo ero 3aThUIKy NpOKaTHJach ropsivasi BOJHA.

— Huuero, J>kek, Tl MoKa eilue He JbicHii! — 3acMme-
anacb danbep.

OHH JexkanH mocpeaH KOpPHAOPA, MPHXKHMasACh APYT
K apyry. J>Xkek xoTes o6HATb dnubep, HO BAPYT YCJbl-
wan BH3r cepBoABuraTtesed. OHM cHOBa GLIJIH MOA MNpH-
uenoMm.

Tenepb yxke B poGoTa cTpess.Boyrs. MauuHa ocra-
HOBHM/Iach M 3aspoXkana.” dnnbep rPOMKo.B3foxHyna. Ee
Tenable Cyxue ryGbl KOCHYJNHCb €ro LIeKH:

— §1 gymalo, OHM 3HAIOT O TOM, YTO MH 34ecCh.

JIkek BcTan Ha HOTH, MOMOr MOAHATbCH Daubep, a
‘NIOTOM HaKJIOHWJICA H NPOBEPHJ MPOBOAKY. DHepronpHson
G oGopBaH.

~ Y MHOro waHcoB Ha TO, 4T0 3a CJACAYIOLHM YIJIOM
HaC OXXHAAIOT TaKHe XK€ MaJbIH?
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daubep TpsIXHyJsa roJoBoil U 3aapoxkana. boyru nuyn
Horoi o6ropeBlUMH KOpMyc MalUMHbl H MOAOLIEN K HHM.

—.UTo 6ynem nenatb nasablue, 6oce?

JKeK nocMoTpes uyepes nieyo Daubep B CTOPOHY
ABOMHBIX ABepei. DanbGep CKoOCHJA rjia3da Ha 3aMOK M
HaMOpILHKAA HOC:

— TBo#i BoKTOp — nJOXOi napeHb.

JIKeK 3arasHy] B MajleHbKyIo CBETAYI0 Aa60paTopHIo

— INoaGepewb KOA? — CMpOCHJ OH.

Boyru H30 Bce#t cH/bl HaBanHJICS Ha repMeTHYHYIO
aBepb. Y JIkeka yyTb He JIONHYJAH MNepenoHKH, KOraa
3aponuna chpeHa. OH nepHysn Boyru 3a pyky:

— ITpekpaTh, CAbILIKILL? — MOTOM NOBEpHy/ACA K DJH-
Gep: — Kak Tam y Te6s?

— §1 nopo6pana Kop, HO y MeHs MJoxHe HoBocTH. TeGe
COBCEM He HYXHO B 3Ty JabopatopHio. [oktop Hapn —
MH)XXeHep-TeHeTHK, TpHYeM NOANOJbHbLIA, KOHEYHO, ecsH
STH NpHMeYaHUs BepHbl, — OHa B3AporHyJa. — D70 Hapy-
IleHHe repMeTH3aUHH MOXET KOHYHTBCS YeM-TO YXKACHbLIM.

— He wyTn. — JIXKeK ycTaso nNocMOTpeJ Ha KOMMbIO-
TepHoe -Ta6Jo. Bérylune cTpoukH 3amennHaH cBoe Gecnpe-
pbiBHOE MesibKaHHe. Dnubep ONyCTHNa pyKH:

—-OTH 1a60paTOpHH NIPHrOTOBJEHbl K B3pHIBY. ’

- Yro?

— Ha-pa, KTo:TO 3anporpaMMHpoBaJ HX Ha B3puiB, —
OHa OTKJIOYHJIa KOMMbIOTEp.

— CKOJIbKO Yy H4C -0CTaJoch BpeMeHH?

— CeMb MHHYT. ’

JXeK BepHyJCS B KOPHAOP.

“#: = Boyrs, nNoian B TO -KPHAO H OTAYWWi: JOKTOpA. '

BpoHeKoCTIOM pa3BepHYACSA H 3anphiraf ‘B yKa3saHHOM
fianpaBaenyy. - Dan6ep - BONPOCHTEJABHO MOCMOTPENa Ha
JTxeka: T
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= A THl yBepeH B TOM, YTO 3TO pa3ymHo? Beap Boyru
cute peGeHok!

— OToT pe6elloK MOBHAANA HE MeHbLUE, YEM Thl.

Anubep cocTpouna poxuuy, H JKek cpasy e BCrnom-
HHJI NOAPOCTKA, KOTOPOro OH BCTPETHJ MHOrO JieT Ha3aj B
Tpyuo6ax ManbTeHa. ...MajieHbKOro pbi)KeBoJioCOro nof-
pocTka daubep...

— B Takom cayyae, s uay c To6oit. Ecam Moaurek
NeHCTBHTENLHO TMOArOTOBJEH K YHHUTOXEHHIO, 3HaYMT, 3a
KaXKAbIM YrJIOM Hac MOXeT >X[AaTb YydOBHLIE.

J>)keK KWBHYJ roJIOBOM, U OHH moGexKaJH.

— A B xaKo# nocJjieloBaTeJbHOCTH 3anporpaMMHpoBail
noapeiB? — cnpocHn Ha Gery Jlxek.

— CHauaJsia 3TO KpblJIO, a NOTOM TO, B KOTOpOE Hamnpa-
Buacs Boyru.

— BoT 310 Kpbi0? — nepecnpocua Ltopm.

— TaMm ecTb ewe ogHO Kpblno, — Danbep nogymana u
nokasaja pykoH Tyaa, TAe, MO HAee, OHO JOMKHO 6blIO

nHaxoauTbesl. — KaxkeTcsi, TO Kpbilo OHH He GYAyT B3phi-
BaTb.

JDKeK yabi6HysCs:

— B TakoM cayyae, Mbl Ha NMPaBHJIbLHOM MYTH.

— MoxeT 6biTb, — HeyBepeHHO cKa3aJja OHa, — OrOHb
BCe-TaKM He YHHUTOXHT CONEpXKHMoe TeX JiaGopaTopHi?

JXKeK NMpPHTBOpPHJICH, UYTO HHYEro He CJBILUIMT.

* * %

IoxTop Ilapu ocTaHoBHJCS Bo3jie ruapoGaka. OH oc-
TOPOXKHO MpoBeJ NepyaTKoOH No Kpalo KoHTeliHepa. Uro-To
3alleBesHJIoCh BHYTPH.

— U3BuHH, — npowenTan oH. — Pa6oTa eie He 3aKOH-
YyeHa, HO Bce paBHO — TBOW BJajeJiel, 6yieT B BocTopre oT
MOero HayyHoro AOKJaza. ‘
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Jlapu NpOTSHYJ PYKY H OTKJIOYWJ pacrnpefeinuTesb-
nblit Hacoc. Uepea HECKOJbKO MHHYT >XHAKOCTb BHYTDH
6aka HauaJsia MeHHUTbcs. Jlapu BKJIOYWJ LWJIAHT, NOAAIOWHA
B KOliTeHHep Trosy60BaTyi0 KpoBb, H MNeHooGpa3oBaHHe
npexpathaock. CoBceM HefaneKo OT .KOMHaThl pasgaJcst
NpHrAyLWeHHbIH B3pbiB. J[OKTOp 3Haj, 4YTO pa3spyuleHHe
nabopaTopHi HayHeTCs C Kphljia HOMep OAHH. JlapH BbIHYJ
YHM M3 KOMMNLIOTEPHOro MyJbTa Ha CTeHe H MOJIOXKHJ ero
B ‘KapMaH.

JlBepHu B naGopaTopHio pacnaxHyaHchb. [lapH, He moBo-
pauyuBasich, CKasaj:

— A a aymas, uto npHKasan TeGe XAaTb MeHsS 3a
TYHHeJIeM.

— H3BHHHUTE, NOKTOP, HO BBl HE OCTAaBHJH HHCTPYKUHH
OKOJIO NBGpeH, — YCJbIlAJ OH T'YCTOH MYXXCKOH 6ac.

Jlapn ObICTPO MOBEpHYJCS M YBHAeJ neped co6oH
BbICOKOTO MOJIOZOr0 MYXXUHHY H TOHEHbKOro BOpa psiioM C
HUM. Kaxketcsi, aToT Bop O6bIN >KEHLIMHOM, K TOMY Xe
O4YeHb XOPOLLO CJIOXKEHHOH.

~ Bce yHHUTOXKeHO, — ycTaJlo cKasaJ oH. — Hukakux
CJIeIoB He 0CTaJsloCh.

— §1 He AyMalo, UTO MBI ITOXOXXH Ha areHTOB CIELCTYX-
6bl, — CMOKOHHO OTBETHJIa €My MoJIofasl >XeHUIHHa.

.= DT0 He UMeeT HHKAKOro 3HaYeHHs, — PYYHOH Jasep,
JieXKallui B KapMaHe AOKTOpa, CJOBHO caM no ce6e ctan
BBINOJ3aTh Hapyxy. Ilapu onycTisn pyky. — Bnl BHAesH,
yeM s 3[eCb 3aHHMalocb. A BHHMaHHe MOJHUHH MHe HYX-
HO CTOJILKO JKe, CKOJbKO H BaM. KTo BbI?

'BbICOKHIt My>XUHHa LeBenbHyNcA. OH 3aKHHYJ rOJ0BY
Hasaj H nocMoTpeJ Ha jokrtopa. [lapH 3Hal 3TH riasa...

[MoceTHTenb yabLIGHYICS:

— Bbl 3HaeTe MeHs, LOKTOp.

— 3ayeM Bbl BOpBaJHCb B MOIO Jla6opaTopHio?
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MyxuKrHa warkya Bnepen. Ha nem 6bnH MacCHBHble
6poHHpOBaHHbBIe GOTHHKH H GoeBble JladepHble nepyaTKH.
JIOKTOpP MHCTHHKTHBHO NPHIHYJCSl 32 THAPOGaK.

— 51 npHwen, 4TOGL NOGJAArofapHThb Bac, HO, HACKOJb-
KO i MOHHMalo, Bbl AOBOJILHO-TaKH NMOMO3PHTEJbHEIM yeJo-
BeK.

— Mo6naropaputb? — Jlapu onycTHA pyKy elue Gamxe
K cBoeMy KapMmaHy. On nosykeH 6yfeT NPHCTPENHTb 3TOro
MYy>XuyHHY. 2KeHIUHHa, KaXKeTcs, He Boopy>KeHa. Bcero oaun
TOYHBI BBHICTPEN B rOpJO — H OH YyCMneeT BBICKOUHTH
OTCIOAa, NOKa JNabopaTopHs elile He B30pPBaNach.

— Ja. Beap 370 Bbl 06HapyXHJIH ApeddyOWwnii TpaHc-
NopTHLIA Kopabau? — Jkek GbICTPo ocMoTpes . JjlaGoparto-
puio. — § nomxeH GblITbh GnarogapeH BaM '3a TO, YTO Bbl
OXXHBHJIH MeHs. HackoabKo s moHHMalo, B mpouecce Boc-
KpelleHHst st Mor 6bITb MpeBpallleH BO YTO-HHOGYAb BecbMa
HeobbluHOe.

Jlapu BLIXBaTHJI H3 KapmaHa Jnasep. [lxek' cpearupo-
BaJl MTHOBEHHO: OH MlepeXBaTHJ PYKY HAOKTOPa M NOBaAWA
ero Ha nos. Yro cayynnocs? Jlaps €Tano TPYAHO AbILLATb.
Ero okpyxhna kakas-To ropsyas cblpasi cy6cranius. Mo-
XeT ObiTb, 9TO... THAPOGAK...?

= ILITopM... — ‘eie CABILIHO BLIIaBHJI H3 cebs’ ROKTOP

JIKéx OnycTHJACH Ha KOJeHO PAAoM € HHM:

— Kakoro yepta Thl 3TO CRENaN? — CEPAUTO CKasal
Jxex. — §I npuuies ciona’ CoBCéM He ‘AJSA' TOFO, YTOOEI
Te6s y6uBaTh. — OH HaxMypuics H o6bicKan Ila'pn "Ero
AafOHb NPHBLIYHO cxom:anyna no’ Haépaxuxeu oT KpOBH
TKaHH.

— Iocaywai, = ckasan Jxek. — Tereps Th yXe He
npoTAHews AoJiro. PacckaxH MHe, Rm"a‘adpé.n MeHs M
nouemy. Y -elile’ — _nouemy- 060 ‘MHe HHYero He cooGume
JloMHuHHORY?
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Japy 4uyBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro ropJio HamoJjiHsieT ropsiyasi
»)HuakocTs. OH CMJIIOHYN W MefJIeHHO cKasal:

= Mol Bce CJIY>KHM OpY>KHeM B Ubeii-TO 4y»Koil BoilHe.

., .— Tbl npHHagnexHWb K opraHu3auuH ejeHbx Py6a-
wek? ' '

JIoKTOp KHBHYJI.

— W nostomy THl cnpsitan MeHa?

JIOKTOp KHBHYJ elle pa3.

— Ho.Beap s 661 poiiapeM JIomuHHOHA?!

ITpaBasi pyka Haps 3sagpoxkana:

— IMenuc... yHuuTOXHA phinapeii. C T060i1 OH cne.nan
OBl .TO Je camoe... ec/iH Gbl..

— A xak HacyeT Moe# nammu?‘ Ine neHTa c 3anucamu
quu_ .pasrpysouHoit netan? Ee 3abpanu ¢ kopabas? H
ellle: rie HaXOAHTCA TO, YTO 5l OGHapYXKHJ BO . BpeMs
packomnok?

[Ton6oponok Hapu ynana Ha rpyab. Ipyab Guina sunKoit
M naxna, KaK KycoK o6ropeJjioro Msica. Jloktop cnaben. ¥
Hero Hauyaiu nyTaTbcsl MbiciH. HakoHell OH. BhUAABHJ. H3
ce6s:

— IlpuHuecca...

- Kro?

.= IlpuHuecca, — nosTopusa aokrop. — .Haiau ee, u
TOrga Thl Hafaeulb ce6s, — OH KalWJAHYA U 3aTHX.

— JDkek! — HacTOHYHBO 3aTepe6uJa ero daubep. — Y
Hac 0cTanoch TOJILKO MONTOPEl MHHYTbl [JIS TOrO, 4TOGHI
CMOTaThCH OTCIOAA. .

LLITopM BcTan. Ero GOTHHKH GiiecTesH OT. JIHOKOMH
NOKTOPCKO# .KpoBH. OH BKJ/IOUH/ NepefaTyHK:

— Boyru, HemeaneHHo yxomH oTTysal

OH B3OXHY/M M B3AA daubGep 3a pyky.

... — Bynb octopoxeH. Thl- 3T0 XoTesn cKasaTb? ~ crpo-
CH/la OHA THXO M AOTPOHYJ/Nach KOHYHKOM GOTHHKA A0 Tesa
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noxTtopa. — [Nocaywa#, ke, a He KaxeTcs aH Te6e, UTO
ecan aoktop JlapH cMor M3MeHHTb Te6s, TO OH MO H
OTPeNaKTHPOBaTb 3aMHCH TBOEH pasrpy3ouHoil netnu?

Jxxex B3an ee 3a pyKy M BuiBea Hapyxy. IBepb
OCTanach OTKPHITOMH.

— Ecau y MeHsl ecTb KakKOM-TO WIaHC, fl AOJDKEH BoOC-
Nnonb30BaThCs MM, He Tak JH?

B noMelleHHH rpeMesiH B3pbiBbl. OHHM CTaHOBHAHCDH
BCce rpomMue M rpomMye H Bce GJyiHdKe MOAXOAHIH K HHM.

— A ecnu TH BCMOMHHIIb KaKylo-TO AaBHIOW, 6oJib-
uylo, YTepSHHYIO JI060Bb?

Jxxek mocMoTpes Ha daubep:

— Hy uto e, — cka3an oH THxo. — E#i Tak H npunertcs
OCTaThCSl MOTEPSIHHON JI060BLIO. ..

danbep yabi6HyNach, CKHHYJa C rosoBbl KamiOWOH H
pacnpaBHJa CBOH NyLHCTHe 6iecTsiHe Bosockl. 1o KopH-
nopy ¢ rpoxoTtom npotonaa Boyru.

— §1 He 3Halo, KaK ero OTKJIOYHTb Ha 3Ty HOYb? —
03a6oyeHHO cripocHia dnubep.

— OH HuYero He 3aMeTHT, — YyJbl6HyJca Jxek. — Ero
ropasao GoJblie HHTepecyloT BHAeO(DHbMI.

— Ot0 Xopowo. — DaH6ep MONOXKHIA TONOBY eMy Ha
nyieyo. — 1 MeuTalo 0 AO/NroM MpPOLIAHHH.

— Tul Moxelwb pa3s6yauTh H MepTBela, — 3acMeascs
Ixex.



FAABA S

..DTO 6Bl MHp IyCTbIX TYMaHOB M yacThiX AOXAeH.
Mup, KOTOpPOTO enBa KOCHyJNach LMBHJH3auus. B atom
MHpe He Moo3peBasH 06 yrpose TpakKHaHCKHX MNeCKOB. Ho
ONHAXABl — TNMOABHJIOCH HEH3BECTHOE 3apaKeHHe MOYBHI,
MofBHJIOCh — M CTao GhLiCTpO paspacrtathcs. MecTom
BCTpeYH CTapeHlIHH Ha3HaYHJH CTapyio Mellepy B rJy6GH-
He neca. CTapeiiliHHbl JOMKHb GbUIH PeLHTh, YTO Renath
C 3THM MEeCKOM..

Y Bxona B nemepy OCTaHOBMJICS TYMaHOM/, MOKPHITHLHA
KOPOTKHM 6aecTsuM MexoM. OH BbiTep CBOIO ycaTyio
Mopay H ocMmoTpesicsl. EQMHCTBeHHO! -ero ofeXaof Gblin
XeJiTble LIOPTHl CO MHOXECTBOM pasfyThiX KapMaHOB H
BHIPE3OM Il POCKOWHOTO XBocTa. OH GBI ONHHM M3
npefcTaBuTeJeH HapoAa BbAP, HIH (HLIEPOB — KaK OHH
HasblBaJIH cebs’ caMH.

Kaxetcs, Ckan npu6bian ciofa nocnesHuM. OH yxe
clbiliaji BO36GYXXIEeHHbI CTPeKOT CTapeHUHH BHYTPH Me-
Iepbl, HO NMPHCOEAHHHTbCA K HHM Noka He cnewni. OH
MOBEpHYJICSl H BHHMaTeJIbHO NMOCMOTpeJ Ha Jieca, Ha 6oJo-
‘Ta, Ha Jiyra ¢ BBICOKOH TpaBoOi...

— 3agymancs? — pasfajicsi 3a ero CNHHOH BHICOKHH
HacMewHBbIH rojioc. Ckan pasBepHyscsa. Ilepes HUM cTo-
fila caMKa, NoKpbiTas GJEeCTALIHM MeXOM pefKOro Kpemo-
BOTO LBeTa.
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— Ja! — orBetna CKan H npHBeTCTBEHHO MOXJoMNaj ee
no’ pyke.

— Onun xAayT Tebs!

Ckan 3Hana o6 sTtom. Ha coBeT crapeiiliH oH 6bint
NpHUrjauleH Kak MoYeTHbIH rocThb.

— Xopoluo, noiaeM BHYTpb, TyMaH-Han-Boaoil. — Ckan
Habpa/ B JierkHe ChHIPOrO JIECHOTO BO34yXa M HBIDHYJ B
neluepy.

Ceroaiist cTapeHWHHB HEé 3aHHMaNHCh NeCHOMEHUAMH
M He NpejJarajy eMy KypHTeJbHYIO Tpy6ky,  Ckan Gu
noBoJieH 3THM. OH cesl H YTKHYJICSl HOCOM B KOJIeHH, 4TOGH!
He CMOTpeTb B I'1a3a cTapefitunH. OH ToNLKO UTO BepHyJcs
H3 TOProBOro LeHTpa, a BepHee, H3 paclnojiOXXeHHOW TaM
CTaHUHH cBA3H. DTO GbIO eAHHCTBEHHOE MeCTO Ha NJaHe-
Te, U3 KOTOPOro MOXHO OblJIO BLINTH Ha CBSI3b C ApPYroH,
GoJsiee pasBHTOH UMBHJAH3auHeH. CKan 3HaJj, 0 yeM ceiluac
€ro cnpocsaT cCTapeMUIHHbI, HO OH He 3HaJl; YTO OH JOJXKeH
6yneT UM OTBETHTb.

OnHopykHuit ¢Hiep c cepeGpHCTOH MOPAOH H YePHHIMH
KOHUHKaMH - yllleH CepAHTO NpoBopua:

KoHuaiiTe XxomuTb BOKpPYr fma oKoJio. ¥ Hac ecTb
npo6JeMa, H Mbl JO/KHBl ee peluHThb.

PuixkHe, uepHule H cepeGpsiHbie MOP/bI, 3aMOJIOHHBILHE
neliepy, KaKk No KoMaHAe,.MOBEPHYJHCh. K HeMy.

. — .Tlopyunte OpHopykoMy, uTOGbl OH MoGbICTpee BO
BCeM pasobpajicsi, — cKasana TyMaH-HaA-BOROH ‘M. TONKHY-
sna Ckana njedoM. CaMylo MOJIOAYI0 M3 caMOK ¢pulIepoB
OHH HasbiBaiH Myapas. OHa 6bl1a caMoli -coo6pasHTelb
HOM M JIoBKOH. HaBepHoe, 3a JIOBKOCTb €e POAHTENH H AaJIH
eli 6secTsiliiee cepeGpsAHOM qemyeu uMsa Prui6ka. -Mynpas
Pri6ka...

Phi6Ka THXO KauMIsHyJa, NLITAACH : ‘npepBaTb TyMaH-
Haln-BOAOH, M .cKasaja:



— .PaHa y Tpex BOZOMafOB: paCTeT C KaXKAbIM AHEM.
Bcem nam rpo3suT 3apakeHHe. MHe coo6WHJH, YTO B
rony6oii Hope NOSIBHJICA AeTEHBI C ABYMS FOJIOBAMH.

ITo kpyry ctapeiLUHH NpoHec0Ch MOTPSICEHHOE WHMe-
HHe:

~ 310 Henpasaa!

— He moxeT 68iTb!

— UYto e Torga oXHiaeT Hac B Gyayuiem?

= 3to npaspa. I Mory nokascTscsi BaM B 3ToM. S
BHAeNa 3TOro pe6GeHKa B AbIMY... SIA UyXHX MHpPOB, HAY-
LHHA. OT MecyYaHOH paHbl, 3apa)kaeT Hauly 3eMJIo...

Ubsi-TO .pbi’Kasi MOPAA PELIHTE/NbHO MpOLIHMena:

— Mbl HafigeM. cnocob 0T Hero H36aBHTbcs!

OnHOPYKHI KPHKHYJI:

— Tak, sHauHT, s npas!

TyMaH-Hafg-Bofoi 3acMesiiack. Bece ¢ yauBieHHeM mo-
CMOTpeJsii Ha Hee.

— HakoHeu-Taku Mbl Bce COrJIaCHJIHCh APYr C Apyrom!
= CKasafjia OHa. YcaTble MOPAbl MPayHO KHBHYJIH.

CamMely, ¢ ANMHHON LUEPCTHIO pbiXKero LBeTa Mpopblyan:

— JaBaiiTe-Ka Jayywe nocaymwaem Cxana.

TymaH-Han-Bofioi KHBHYsAa. Dtoro Ckar Gosicsa 6oab-
Hie Bcero...

— BepHu Hasapg Hawe CoJHBILIKO, — CKa3ana caM-
Ka. — Haiau BonHa H BepHH ero B Muctpanba. Mu
3HaeM ero CHJy W 3HaeM, YTO ceiyac OH CyMeeT 3a Hac
NOETOATH.

Ckan Bo3pasHa: .-

.= Mpul He- MOXKeM HauaTb BOMHY.C NpHueabuaMH.” Ml
CHILKOM XOPOLUO 3HaeM,.BO YTO 3TO HaM OOGXOAHTCA.

— A THl XoTen 6K yMepeTb OT UyMH?

Cxan . BcKouna Ha nans. Illkypa Ha ero cnume BCTana
AGoM. OH He XOoTes roBopHTh MM 0 cMepTH LllTopma —



3T0 Y610 6bl nocJeAHIo0 Haaexay ero Hapoaa. Ho— yBur
— OH yXe He Mor H36exaTb 3TOro.

— Mbui He wvoxem HakitH lltopma, — cKasan oH. —
llITopmM MepTB. Ha orpoMHOM 3KpaHe B UEHTpe CBSI3H A
BHIeJl TIOXOPOHHYIO LlepeMOHHIO.

TyMaH-Hai-BoJOW THXO ONKHYyJa:

— Her, CkaJn, atoro He MoxeT ObITb!

OH nocMoTpes Ha Hee:

— He Bepuwb MHe — Tak cnpocu o6 sToMm Jio6oro B
LueHTpe cBs3H. TaM noiiMaax nepepayy H3 runeprnpocTpan-
CTBa, — OH 33JI0XHYJICH OT ropsi H COGCTBEHHOro GeCCHIIHA..
— OpnHaxkabl f NpUBeJ ero K BaM, HO i He MOTY clenaTh
3TO BO ‘BTOpOH pas.

OnHopykuit npo6opMoTau:

= Ho Torpa Mmul noru6HeM. Uyma ouyeHb GblCTpO pac-
noasetcs no niaHete. HeyXesn ke HHuero HeJsb3s chie-
naTh?

TyMaH-Ha[-BOfOH BCKOWHMJIa Ha Janbl Bejep 3a Cka-
soM. OHa sIpOCTHO pasMaxHBajla XBOCTOM:

— Tbl xouews caatbea? Het! DToro He 6yneT HuKoraal
— d¢uwepka cyHysa pyKy B OpaH)XeBOoe NJaMsi KOCTpa.
Ilnams neHHBO JM3HYJNO po3oBhiii Mex. Korgpa TymaH-Han-
BONO/ BbiHYJia PYKY H3 IJIaMeHH, Ha JIafioHH Yy Hee GJec-
HYJ MaJleHbKHH, yKpalleHHHIH pe3bGoil Hox. OroHb He
TpoHya ee WwKypy. — Ilocaymai, Cxan, Thl Belb JHad
BTOpPO#, TOYHO TaKoW e HoX Hawemy Coanbiky. Ecan
6bl OH GbI MepTB, YTO CJYUYHJIOCh 6bl C STHM HOXOM?

— OH... oH Hcye3 Gbl GeccriefHo. ..

~ Ha. A ato — nywa Hoxa. OHa cyuwecTByeT?

_Cxan HepelHTeJbHO MOCMOTPeJ Ha HOX:

- Ha, Ho...

— He npotusopeyb Mue! Tul BHAMIUbL Ayuly HOXa, H TH
BHIMIIb, YTO OHA CyllecTByeT. A 3HaUYHT, CyLIeCTByeT H
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HOX. A ecsiM cyllecTByeT HOX, 3Ha4yHT, CoOJIHBILIKO elue
xus. Ilo#ian u Haiiau ero, Ckan!

— Ho ero Her B MucTBanbze.

KupHbiit KyapsiBblit ¢HLIep FPOMKO 3aX0XOTal:

— Ho passe Tbl He 3Haelb, YTO THl AO/KeH 6ynellb
NOHTH Tyna, Kyna nopeaet Te6s1 ayiwia Hoxa?

Ckan ocmoTpea neuepy. CanbHble CBe4H yXe foropa-
Ju. Ha semaio nprwaa Hous. B TeMHO-¢pHoeTOBOH HeGec-
HOH yYaule nyiaBajJH MHpHafbl 3Be3f.

— S nonmxeH 6yLy HaiiTH ero, eciii fiaXke MHe NpHAeT-
Csl OTNPAaBHTbLCA B JPYrHe MHPBI? — OCTOPOXKHO CNPOCHI
Ckan.

— Kyna yroano, — pewutensHo orBetuna TymaH-Han-
BOMIOH.



FAABA €

— Her, — Tnxo oTseTHaa danbep. — 5 He xouy HATH
¢ ToGoi.

Kanun Mosuya Habniofas 3a HHUMH.

— He xquews? Ho Beab Tbl 6blia 04HOH M3 rJaBHBIX
NPHYMH MOero BO3BpalleHHs!

- l'kaquHalviH TBoero Bo3BpalueHHs, Kek, OblJIH A
H... 3eseHble Py6aliku. A s He HacTOJbKO rJymna, uToGbl
AyMaTb, UTO Tbl CMOXeIUb HaHTH HX H ONHOBpPeMeHHO
3aLIHTHTb MeHf.

JI)KeK OCTaHOBHJICS H MHYJ KabGlyKoM OGecLeHHBbIi
CTapHHHbIA MepcHACKHiT KoBep Kanuua.

— §I He yBepeH, yTo Tebe TaK yX HY>KHa 3alluTa.

— OTO BepHO, — HEXHO CKasa/la MOJIOfaf >KeHIUHHa.

Ho Tbl ‘Besb Bce paBHO GyAelib MbITAaTCA 3alUHTHTH
MeHs. 51 oTnana Gl Bce, YTO HMelo, UTOOH NMOCJAELOBATh 32
To6oit, I>kek. Ho 3spmecb, Ha ManbTeHe, y MeHST ecTb
pa6oTa, KOTOPYIO fl AOMKHA cAesaTh. Jlapu sIBHO nokasas
Te6e, UTO BOBCe He CTOHT CJieoBaTh 3a 3eJleHHMH Py6aiu-
Kamu. Ecau cpenn Hux 1 ecTb Kakas-to [IpuHuecca, no Hee
He Tak-To npocTo Ao6GpaTbes.

= Tak Kyaa MHe HATH?

Sanbep B3rasHyna Ha Kanuua, a notoM onsth mepe-
Be/sa BIr/IAA Ha Jkeka:

= Tbl cepbe3no? [To-MoeMy, Te6e Hano OTNPaBHUThbCA
K BHelWHMM rpaHHuaM. [lorpaHHyHHe pafioHH NOJHH
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MOJIOALIX NOBCTaHUeB. BoT H BLIGepH M3 HHUX OLHOrO MJIH
LBYX...

J>xek nocmorpesn Ha Kanuna:

— 310 TH eii 06 3TOM cKasan?

Ceaitoii KasnnH noxkan nieyam:

— A pasBe 51 HKoJKeH Obll YTO-HHOGYAb -eH TOBOPHTBH?
Her. 3To ona cama ckasana Te6e. I1paBaa, Danbep Bce Xke
3a6bia 06 ofHoM: GyfeT Jyulue, ecii Thl HCOJb3yellb B
KauecTBe npHMaHKH bBoyru.

dunbep oTKMHYyJach B Kpecje H Moixajaa mnoj -ce6s
CBOH JJIHHHBlEe HOIH.

— Hcnoarsosats Boyrn? Thel cabiwnwp, Ixek?

— Kaxercs, y MeHs HeT apyroro Beibopa. Mul nepe-
PLIIH BCe, YTO MOXXHO, Ha noxapHile y 'n66oHa, HO ABYX
GPOHEKOCTIOMOB. TaK W He HauwuH. Boyru — 3To Bce, uTta
Y MeHsl oCTajoch. .

— A ecau OHM YHHYTOXAT Te6Gsi H 3a6epyT ero? Bens
OH XKe. ellie MaJjpiu!

= OtoT Manbiw,. — ¢GeipkHya JKek, — B cyumocm
TaK )Xe KPOBOXalleH, KaK TPaKH, H Thl -3Haellb 3TO. —
lltopm cMaxHys co .;i6a 30/I0THCTYIO TPSAb BOAOC: —
Uro .KacaeTtcq Boyru -TaK i OCTaBJIO ero c. IOJIOBHHON
SHEPIHH H.OTKJIOHY 60K CaMOYHHUTOXeHHs, A BOT uTo
6yneT co_MHOMH?

3Jm6ep HaMOPpILHJAA  HOC: )

.. = $l aymana, uro ofyyuna 're6£ ropaspuo. Jjyutue, Hy.
_QCJIH‘A_HQT .. — OHa szlpaau'reano nox)aja nJjeyamy. .

— MoxHno 3a6paThb-feByIIKY C YJHUBI,. HO YJHUY H3
JeBYUIKH 3a6paTh Heslbas, — XQXO_THy.!l,AX_(é,K H nocMoTpen
Ha Kanuua, L .

KanuH Hudero He o-rne-ru.n HO pesxue Mopuumu B
.YFOJIKaxX: ero. pTa sICHO: TOBOPHIIH -0 .TOM, :4TO. OH_eJie-CAep-
XHBaeTCA OT cMexa. ' '
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— Hy xopowo. A Koria s OKaXycb Ha BHelHeH
rpaiuue, Kyaa s AoJKeH GyAy MATH Aajblie? = CIOPOCHJ
JIKeK. ’

— Ha cBaaky, — 6bicTpo oTBeTHJa DaubGep.

— A uTto 6ymet c TOGo#?

—§1 3a Helf npucMOTpIO, — KOGPOAYIIHO cKa3as KanHH.

Aanbep mocMoTpesa Ha CTapHKa:

— 370 coBceM He o6s3aTesibHO. fI AyMalo, UTO 3a MHOI
6ynet cMotpetb Banmosep Banacrep.

— Kaxkercs, y Te651 HenpHATHOCTH? — cpasy jXe aora-
pancs Jxek. ;

— Huuero. {1 cnpasaiock, — oHa mocrapajiach He mno-
KasaTb HM cBoero cTpaxa. Beab ecam JI)Kek BbIHYXAEH
6yneT OCTaBMTb ee 3[lecb, OH AOJIKeH He COMHeBaTbCfl B
TOM, .UTO OHHM CMPaBATCS CO BCEMH HEMPUATHOCTAMH.

JHxcek xopowo 3Han Kannna. OH noHnman, 4to cTapHK
HHKOMY He IO3BOJIHT NPHYHHHTL DAHGep 3/10. MHccHoHep-
CKasi OopraHHM3alMsi pacnpocTpaHsa CBOe BJIHAHHE H Ha
Becb JlomuHHOH, ¥ Ha Tpon Tpuame. Ecaun Banpgosep
Banacrep nonsitaetcs uTo-HH6yAb caenath ¢ dnubep, Kanuu
y3HaeT 06 3TOM B TOT XXe MHT.

— A kak TH co6Hpaelubcsi N06HpaThcsl A0 BHeLIHeil
rpaHHULI? .~ ycTaNo cnpocHa Kanuw.

— TouHo Tak Xe, Kak f nonaJj cioaa. JIn6o — noppa-
60TKOMH, 160 — aBTocTonoM. Ecaun s 6yay nenath 3To mo-
IpYroMy, 3HayHT, HeMHHYeMO HapBycb Ha HeNpHSATHOCTH.
OnHaxcabl A y>Ke HMeJl KOHTaKT ¢ 3eJieHbIMH PyGallikamu.

— Bpemsi paGoTaeT npoTHB TebA.

— § 3na10. MoxeT 6biTb; H 6GbICTpee H Mmpolle Jo6paTh-
cA TyAa B KauyecTBe KOHTPaKTHOro pabouero, Ho -MHe He
HYXXeH HHKaKoH KOHTpoJb. — JlXKekK -3/0Belle . yabOHYJICS.
— K ToMy e, y MeHst io CHX [TOp He HcHesJio OTBpallleHHe
K KpHOTeHHOMY CHY.
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— A nouemy 6bl Te6Ge e nonpo6oBaTh A06paThcA TyAa
Ha KaKoH-HHGYyAb 6ap>e MHCCHOHepoOB?

JI>keK Ha CeKYHAY 3aflyMaJicsl, HO MOTOM OTPHUaTeNbHO
rnoKayaJ roJjioBoM:

— Ckopee Bcero, JIHHapo KOHTpPOJNHpYeT BallH rpyso-
Bble JIHHHH, a NMOCKOJbKY B NaHHBII MOMEHT Mbl He yBepe-
HLIl B €ro JIOSiIbHOCTH, 9TO 6yaeT coBceM He 6e30nacHo AN
Hac.

— f1 He pymaio, yto IluHapo cnoco6GeH pa6oTaTb Ha
KOro-To elle.

— Her, — pewnTtenbHo ckasan Ixxek. — Y MeHs Her
BpeMeHH XXAaTb, MoKa Bhl ¢ 3THM pa3beperech. K ToMy Xe,
6L110 6bl HecnpaBeNJIHBO H 1O OTHOLUEHHIO K HeMy, H NO
OTHOLIEHHIO K BalleH OpraHH3alHH HayHHaTb KaKoe-TO
paccsiefoBaHHe 3TOro NpoHclIecTBHA:. B KoHle KOHUOB 3TO
npHBeAeT K TOMY, 4ero Bbl BCIO XXH3HbL NbiTaeTech H3be-
XKarTh.

Aaubep noayMalsa H NpesIoXKHAA:

— Ho Beap Thl cHOBa MoXelub cTaTb CBOGOAHLIM HaeM-
HHKOM...

J>xek mokayaJ rosoBoii:

— Hert. Boyru caniukoM 3aMeteH. Ecan a 6yny nyTte-
1eCTBOBAaTb Kak MeXaHHK, OH CMOXET CIIOKOMHO JleXaTh B
MoeM sIlMKe J1 HHCTpyMeHTOB. K ToMy e, ec/iH 51 cTaHy
HaeMHHKOM, MHe MpHIETCS ONsTh HCMOJAb30BaTh 6poHecKa-
tdannp. K coxkaneHH1o, 3TO HHKyAa He roauTes. Ha... A
BrpoyeM, sl 3HAalO, YTO MHe NeNaTh.

Saubep BLINPLIrHYyNa H3 Kpecsaa. TeMHO-CHHHM KOMGH-
He30H NJIOTHO obJsieran ee GHrypy.

— Bul 3HaeTe, s He JO6JI0 AOATHX. PaCCTaBaHHM, —
B3JI0OXHY/Na oHa. — [loaToMy Bce, YTO A Xouyy CKasaTh, fl
ckaxy ceiyac.- Tel HHKorna He obewas MHe,- IKek, 4TO
Ham Gyner Jerko. §I ne xoyy, YToOHl ceiiyac Thl obelian
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MHe uTo-To. Y1 51 ToxXe He 6GyAy oGewaTb TeGe HHYero.
Henait Tak, Kak Te6Ge syyure.

— Tbt 3Haews, danbep, 1 6yAy oyeHb CTApPaThCs...

OHa pesKo moBepHyJlachb M NOAOLIA K ABEPH:

— §I 3Hai0 06 3TOM. A eule A 3Ha... UTO Te6s MOryT
YOHTb... — OHa JepHyJa Ha ce6si MacCHBHYIO MeHYIO
PY4Ky ABEpPH M BbllLIA.

_ KasuH B3OXHYN M NOJMOXHJ CBOIO PYKY Ha naeyo
U.I'ropmy

— Ilyctb upet. CTeHbl MOHX anapTaMeHTOB — He caMoe
GesonacHoe MeCTO Ha MJaHeTe.

JoKex TAXeJNO B3AOXHYI:

~ DT0 Ha Hee COBCeM He MOXOXe.

Kanuu nogo6pan c mona KoHel cBoeil JIMHHOH MaH-
THH M ycescs B KpecJjo: _ ,

— Her. KoHeuHo, HeT, — cKa3a/ oH. — M Bce-Taku Tbl
cauiKoM npsimosnHeeH, Jkek. Ecau y Te6sa u ectb Hepo-
CTAaTOK, TaK TOT, YTO CO BCEMH JIIOAbMH Thl OGpailaelbes
aGCoNIOTHO OAMHAKOBO.

Ixex onycTuiacs Ha coody:

— f1 Becb cocTolo M3 HepocTaTKoB. Ho uTo MHe ¢ 3THM
nenats?

- }Kuaﬂb HayuyHJsia D/H6ep yBHJHBaTb, a THl 06 3TOM
3abuBaeLlb.

. = XusHp Hayyuna daubep ybuBaTh, — CyXo OTBETHJ
Ixex. ,

— Ilyctb paxe Tak, — B3goxHysn Kaaun. — Ho ona
c6exana oTciofa NMOTOMY; UTO Gosilach, YTO THI. HauHellb
paccnpaiuuBaTh ee.0 e e [e/ax.

JIkek HaxMypHJICA:

— Yro TH HMeellb B BHAY? OHa :mae‘r. KaK BeCTH ce6a
B Tpyuio6ax ManbTeHa, H 3HaeT, Kak Ao6biBaTh HH(OpPMa-
LHIO...

4
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— MoxeT 6bITb, ¥ 3T0, @ MOXKET 6bITh, YTO-TO APYroe...
- YTo TH HMeellb B BHAY?

Camblit nyylwHi HCTOYHHK HHGOPMaUHH B MHpax
Homnnnona — sto uMnepatop Ilenuc. — Jhxex HacTopo-
xuacs. OH noHsJ, uto 3to Tak. — [lenuc npoTaHy N cBOH
nayTunb nosciony. OH OueHb NMPHCTANLHO CEAHT 3a CBO-
UMM BparaMu. Tak XKe npHcTanbHO, KakK W 3a Apy3bamu. f1
MOry NepsKaTb NapH, yTo DaH6ep HauHeT CBOH pacceno-
BaHHA ¢ TPyWo6 MasbTeHa, HO 3aKOHYHT OHA HX — NOMNbLIP-
KOH NMPOHHKHYTb B ¢aiabl [Tenuca.

Joxek o6sn3an nepecoxiune ry6oi:
— B Takom tayuae, s oueHb npouwly Te6s: ApocJean 3a
HeH.

Koneuno. §l maxe nocTapaioch OTFOBOPHTL ee OT
atoro. M Bce-TakM Tbl HOJXKEH 3HaTh, YTO He TOJNBKO TH
pPHCKYyellb.

= Ho s Tak Huxorpa ¥ He aymad...

Kanun nomosyan M KHBHYJ:

— MHe He HY)XHO 6O TaK AyMaTb o Tebe, Ixek,
— OH NOTep CBOH CTaphie cyxue pyKH. = 51.6yny MoOnHTb
Bora, uTo6n BaM Bce ‘ymaaoch ‘Ha 3Tom cBete. [a,
KCTaTH, npexne, 4eM ThHl yiAelWb OT MeHS, f 're§e BCe-
TdKM Koe-uTo moKaXy... 1 He xoTesn, uTo6u 3Saubep
BHAesJa 3TO...

‘Kanuu BKIIOYHA HacTeRHBIH 3KpaH. JDKeK OTKHHYJ-
C Ha CMHHKY Kpecsa, HejoyMeBasi — 4YTO XXe co6HpaeT-
csl MokasaTh emy Ero CesteNecTso. SxpaH noceeTaes,
u lltopm yBuaen Haoﬁpa)!(euue nnaHeTh, caenaHHoe €
paspensiBaTenbHOro cnyTHiKa. Kaxercs, 310 6biiia onna
H3 HX BHeWHHX Konouuu — nJjaHeTa; 3aTio/HeHHan
Bopoii.. T

~ Tacmi; —-cKasan Kanun.-— B ocHoBHOM' oHa- Hace-
JieHa MHCCHOHepaMmH. - .
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— § cabiwan o HeH, — KuBHYJA Ixex. — Mup Kynosos
i BOAbI. BeirasiauT Hensoxo, ToNbKO nepenaabl TeMnepatyp
HEeMHOro BeJIHKOBaThl.

— Ha, 3to Tak. BoaMoxHo, 3Ta nsaHeTa Tak H He
cTalleT NMPHrOAHOH AJIsSi MAaCCOBOWM KOJOHH3aUHH, — B340X-
uyn Ero CaarefimiectBo. H3o6pakeHune yBeaHUYHIOCH. —
CwmotpH!

B camom yray skpaHa Jlkek 3aMeTHJ KOCMHYeCKHi
Kopabsb. Takoro kopabsas emy eile He MPUXOAHJIOCH BH-
neth. Ha sKkpaHe GbiJIo XOpouwlo BHIHO, YTO KynoJa, MoA-
Bepriuiiecsi aTake He3HaKoMUa, pa3BajlHBalOTCsl, Kak sIHY-
Hasi cKopayna. Xpynkasi KH3Hb, KOTOPYI0O OHH TakK
cTapaTeJibHO obeperasi, BAPYr okasajach Noj BO3AeHCTBH-
CM XKeCcTKOH OKpy»aiollleit cpeabl... ATaka 3akoHYHJIaCh 32
CYHTaHHbIE MHHYTHI.

dxpaH yxe mnorac,.a KanuH Bce ewe cmoTpen la
nero.

— OHnH He ycnea, — ¢ GoJbLIHM ycHaHeM cKasan Ero
CpaTeiiwectBo, — Aaxe nepepatbh curuan 6eacteus. Cnyt-
HHK TOXe OblJl YHHUTOXEeH 3THM He3HaKoMueM.

IITopM BCKOYHJI Ha HOTM M MONOLUC] K YCTaHOBKe:

— TlpokpyTH Bce 3To elie pas!

KassH. XoTes . 4To-TO CKasaTh, HO IOTOM BCTal H BKJIO-

YU BHAEO.
— CkaXH MHe, ecsiH Halio GyleT OCTaHOBHTb.
— MHe HyXHO camoe Hayajo. — Jek eule pa3s

cMoTpen Ha ynHutoxxenHe Tacuu. — OcTaHOBH 3ech! — OH
BbIPa3HTeJIbHO MOCTYHaJ KyJakoM mo cteHe. — M uto —
HHKako# 3awmMTh? HH oaHoro csoBa ot Basnacrepa uau
[Tenuca?

— Hert. XoTs noka o6 sToM rosoputh paHoBaro. Bece-
[la Ha 3TY TeMy Y Hac C HMIepaToOpOM JOJ>KHA NPOH3OHTH
3aBTpa yTpPOM.
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JI>keK BHHMaTE/IbHO MOCMOTPeJ i1a 3acThiBllee H306pa-
)KeHHe Kopabas:
— D10 caenaad aT-(hapensl.

— Mbl Toxe TaK AyMaeM.
— Kopa6an TpaknaHcko# JIuru Hesaqosiro fo 3Toro

npuieTann B AaHublii KBagpaT. HapepHoe, Tpaku nenanH
STO C Le/blo 0GOpOHbI...

Kanun otkawsnsics:

— ATt-dapen cnokofHO MpopBajics CKBO3b HHX.

— Comuuteabno, — JII)KeK ycTaso nokayas rojoBoi. —
Sl He 3Hal10, KTO OHH, HO f1 3HalO, YTO HaM HaroBOPHJH O
HHX OYeHb MHOIO JIXKH.

— Jxu? O uem Tul rosopuub, [xek Ilropm? Onu
YHHUTOXHJIH TLICAYH HH B 4YeM HeMOBHHHBIX JofeH!

— W ocTaBuau naaHeTy NpaKTHYeCKH HeTPOHYTOH.
Oun Benyt «uucmyro 80dny», KanuH. dTta njaHera
roga yepes TPH ONSATb CTaHeT MPHrOAHOM AJNA XKH3HH.
Tpaku sIBHO BBOAHJIH Hac B 3a6JYy>XAeHHE, pacCKa3biBas
0 XapaKTepe pa3spyLICHHH, KOTopble NPOH3BORHT AT-
dapeut.

— Ho peub uaeT o uesoBeyeCKHX XH3HAX!

— §1 3naio 06 stom. Ho Mbl He MoXeM roBOpHTbL O
TOTa/NIbHOM pa3pylueHHH. 3fech He GLIJIO TAKOrO OTHEHHOro
yparana, xakoi 6yuwenan Hag Kspouowm. S pmuapb. A Tbl
Bellb 3Haellb CaM, YTO Mbl GbliH 06yuyeHbl Y6HBaTb JIOACH,
NJOTh, BOEHHBIC MalUMHBL — HO Mbl HHKOTAa He Tporanu
NPHPOAY MJaHETHI.

Kanun oTkao4yus BHIAeOMarHHTodoH. DKpaH mnoTeM-
HeJI.

— Yucras BoiiHa HAH HeT, — OTBETHJI OH, — a OHH Hac
y6usaioT. OHH npopBYT H Hauwly o6GOpoHY, H 0GOpPOHY
TPaKOB, H UX yXe HeJsb3l GYNeT OCTaHOBHTb.

JI>kek cHoBa yJabIGHYSCS:
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— To, 4TO OHH He paspylUalOT MJIAaHeT, — KJIOY K HX
pasragke. Y HHUX eCTb MopaJjibHble HOPMbI, H Mbl JOJKHBI
B HHX pa3o6paTbCsl, €CH Mbl XOTHM HaHTH C HHMH KaKoM-
To KOHTakT. Kem 6bl HH 6bin AT-Papen, a Tpaku ero
G6osatca. f xoTesn 6bl 3TO MOAYEpKHYTb — OueHb GosTcs.

— H, k Tomy xe, AT-Dapen BefeT «uucmyro 8olHY»...

— CoBeplueHHO BepHO. STO NMOATBEpXAaeT MOM AOraf-
ku. KcraTH, s Beab HM3-3a 3TOro W jAesepTHpoBal... Mul
3aKJjloyaeM COI03 C TpakaMM, 4ToGbl cpa)kaTbcs ¢ AT-

(DapeJIOM. HO f1 YyBepeH B TOM, 4YTO CpaxxaemMcs Mbl COBCEM
He C TeM Bparom.

Kanuu cxan ry6bi:

— 3HayHT, MO-TBOEMY, 3TO HOMYCTHMO — OUHILATh
MJIaHeThl OT XKHUBYLIHX Ha HHX JiiofeH... UHCTHTb OT Jiloger
nJjaHeThl... TO, MO-TBOEMY, H €CTh «4UCMAaR B0OUHA»?

— Bce 3aBHCHT OT TOUKH 3peHMS,, — YCTajlo OTBETHJ
Ixexk.



FhABA 7 -

— Mue coo6wuau, uto Japu MepTB, a ero s1a6opuro-
pHs1 YHHuTOXeHa. — Basnactep yawi6uyacs. ITo Tony ero
rosoca HeTPyAHO GbLINO MOHAITh, YTO OH OYCHb Pajl TOMY,
4YTo H36aBHJICS OT AOKTOpa.

ITenuc cupen B HHQOPMauUHONHOM LeNTPe W BHHMa-
TeJbHO CMOTpeJ Ha CBOCro HOBOTMO MHHHCTpaA.

— {1 3Hal0, — nocsie HeGonbLIOK NMay3bl KOPOTKO CKasan
OH.

= K Tomy e, He ocTasoch HHKaKHX 3amHcedf o Tex
3KCNepHMeHTaX, KOTopble OH npoBoAHJ Aas Bawero Bean-
yectBa. IloxoxKe, npHaeTcs HayHHaThb Bce CHayajga, —
nponomkun Banacrep.

— {1 3nal0, — onsATh cKasas MMnepatop. — A BOT yero
Sl He 3Halo, TaK 3TO TOro, KTO ero aTakoBal.

BasacTtep moHHMaolle KHBHYJ:

— Mou siopH 3anHMaloTCst 3THM. Mbl XOTHM onpege-
JUTb, KaKHM crnoco6oM GbliK B30pBalibl aGopaTOPHH.

ITenuc npeHeGpe)kHTeJbHO MaxHyJ PYKOH:

— 270 JoXKHBI NyTb. JlapH yHHUTOXHJ cBOH Jabopa-
TopHH caM. I xopowo 3Halo ero nodepk. OH BCIO XXH3Hb
He JIIO6UA OCTaBJsATL 3a cO60OM CJefOB.

— §1 noHumalo, — HeomnpeaeJeHHO KHBHyJ BanacTtep.

[Tenuc B3ROXHYJ, NOAHAJCS C KpecJia H CHAJ C TOJIOBbI
KOPOHY € AaT4YHKaMH. PbiXHe BOJIOCH 3aKOJbIXaJHCb B
JIerkoM BO3NYLUHOM MOTOKe, NJBIBYLUEM MO KOMHaTe.
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— Coo6lHTe MHe KaK MOXHO CKOpee O CBOMX HaXog-
kax. O6biuno 3enenble Py6aliku cTapaloTcsi He OCTaBASATDb
cnenoB. EciH OHM Ha 3TOT pas He clielalH 3TOro, Mbl
IOJIXKHBI 3HaThb — MoyeMy.

BanacTep KMBHYJ H MoBepHyJcs K AsepH. Ho nmnepa-
TOP 3a ero CNHHOMH 3alllyMeJ H LUEJKHYJ MajlbLaMH, YTOGHI
KaK-TO NpHBJieyb BHHMaHHe Banposepa. Ero 3seseHble Ko-
1a4ybH rylasa 6e30TPEIBHO CMOTPeJIH Ha MOHHTOpHLI. Tpscy-
weHcA pyKoH OH NOKasaJ Ha OAHH M3 HHX:

— Bot! 3To TONBLKO YTO MOCTYNHNO MO KOCMHUYeCKOH
ceasu! Onsatb atakyer ATr-Papen. — [lenHc HaTsiHyn Ha
TOJIOBY CBOIO KOPOHY H ceJl B KpecJio. BaHioBep MOACKOUHI
K HMnepaTopy. [lennc cMoTpes Kak 3aBOpoXKeHHbIH. Bapyr
CBI3b MpepBajiach, ¥ Ha 3KpaHe MOSIBHJACh ceTKa.

- Uro cayunaocs? Kto 3auumaertcs samuToi? [Tove-
MY He YCTaHOBJIEHbl IIHTHI?

Banactep mocMoTpeJs Ha TeKCT, NoGexaBUIHi Nno Bep-
XHeH 4acTH 3KpaHa:

— 3To KOJIOHHS MHccHOHepoB, Baule BesanuectBo. £l
AyMaio, 4TO LWHTHI CJAHIUKOM JOPOTH A/ TAKOro MaJleHbKO-
ro nocejeHus. PaHbliie UM BrOJIHe XBaTajlo KYIOJOB.

— INpoxnsaTtbe! Kak nosnro Mbl cMox<eM yfepXHBaTb 3TO
B TaiHe oT KanuHa M ero coBera?

BaHpoBep 3afyMYHBO moyecal 3aThUIOK:

— Ckopee Bcero, oH yxe 060 BceM 3HaeT. Ero wunHoHu
paGoTaloT He Xy»Ke BallHX.

IlenHc moBepHyJCS M SI3BHTEJBHO TIOCMOTpeJ Ha MH-
HHcTpa. Banacrep Bagpornyn. HaBepHoe, oH He HoJixkKeH
6bly1 rOBOpHUTbL 3TOH mnpaBfabl. ViMmepaTop 06JH3an CBOH
TOHKHE NepecoxuiHe ry6bl: ’

— §1 Xouy 3HaTh, Ifle 3TO NPOMCXOAMJO M KaK TaM
OKasajHch aT-(papennl. Ecii MHCCHOHepHI BBIXHIIH, Sl XOUY
3HaTb — MoyeMy.
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— Bawe XesanHe A1S1 MeHS — NpPHKa3, — MPOHHYHO
oTBeTHJ BaupoBep. [ToToM HakJioHHJICS, MOCMOTpeJ NpSIMO
B rjasa MMMepaTopy, TaK >Xe Mo/i4a pacrnpsiMMJCS H BHI-
weJ. ‘

IMenuc NoOACKOYHJI, 3aXJIONMHYJ ABEPH 3a yAaJHBLIHMCS
MHHHUCTPOM, a NOTOM BEPHYJICS B KPecsJo H OTKHHYJCS Ha
ero MArkyio cnuHky. Ha skpaHax MOHHTOpOB MeJsibKaJH
coo6LUeHHS U3 pasHbIX MHPOB. HH OflHH U3 3KpaHOB He Mor
NoKa3aTb eMy TOr0, YTO OH [IeHCTBHTEJIbHO XOTeJ YBHAETb.
Ha Hux He 6blo coo 6 WM e H UM i 0 6y oy uie M.



FAABA 2

Cxas o6soxoTuJscst Ha ctos. Ero 6yaywuit paGorona-
TeJlb, HAXMYPHBILUHKCD, B35/ Y Hero AHCK. 3a 3TOT (hasibliH-
Bbiff AMcK CKasly MpHUIIOCH BBIIOXKHTb TMOYTH CTOJIBLKO XKe
JeHer, CKOJIbKO CTOHJ W HacTosui. YenoBek Gpocha
JAHCK B KOMMBIOTEP M CTajl CUHMTHIBaTb €ro COAEpXKaHHe ¢
HeOOJIbLIOTO 3KpaHa.

IMo3agn HUX BBICHJICSl KOPMYC MeX3Be3[HOro Kopabasi.
Bokpyr wyMeJs1 KOCMOMNOPT: CHOBAJIH aBTOMOTPY34YHKH, CKpe-
KeTaNu TpaHcnopTepbl. TONbKO TOHKHE MOJH3THJEHOBbIE
CTEHBl OTHENSIH HX OT 3ToH cyeThl. CKan nolueBesiu
ywami. OH He npeanoJaral, 4To sfiech HAeT Takas GypHas
)KH3Hb. PHIlepaM He paspellajH 3aXOAHTb NOA KymnoJ
KOCMOMOpPTa Aa)Xe Ha MX DOAHOH MJjaHeTe.

CnpaBa, y TOHKOH Npo3payHoOil CTeHbl, CTpeKoTal
npuHTep. CKany XoTesoch NMOCMOTPETb Ha Hero, OH BhLITH-
HYJl CBOIO AJIMHHYIO JIOXMaTyl0 MOPAY, HO MOTOM CAepKaJ
cBoe JMIOGONBITCTBO W JlaXke He B3IVIAHYJ B CTOPOHY HHTe-
pecoBaBlIeH ero MalIHHBL. B cocenHelt KoMHaTe cHaed
1opHcT. Ero xoMnbloTep roToBHJI KOHTPAKT NpsMO Ha rJa-
3ax KJHeHTa.

STOT KOMMNbIOTEpP 3[0POBO OTJHYAJICH OT TeX, KOTO-
prie Ckan BHAes B HX ToproBom ueHTpe. OH He TOJIBKO
yMeJsl mpofaBaTh TOBapsl — OH cam cosjaBai Hx. Ckaxa
6blJ OYeHb HOBOJIEH TeM, YTO pa3obpascsi B Ha3HaYeHHH
9TOH TeXHHKH. '
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B maneHbKHX KoMHaTKax iie Obi1o notoaxos. Tonbko
TOHKHE CTellbl Pa3beAHHSJIH JiloAell, Tak 4To — o6 oaHlo-
yecTBe He Moryo 6LITh H peuH. [To-nacTosleMy yeAHHHTD-
cst MOXKIIO ObIJIO TOJIbKO B MaJsicHbKHX si4eHKaX, pacrnoJo-
KCHIILIX B BepXlieif yacTH Kymona. Ckan npeanouen Gl
NpoBecTH BpeMsl TaM, HO OH HC MOT TPaTHTb Ha 3TO CBOH
ckynubie cpeactna. Ol elue MOHATHA He HMET O TOM, KaK
JaneKko eMy MpHAeTcs JeTeTb AJAst TOro, 4TtoObl HaHTH
Hxxexa LlTopma.

Pa6oTomaTtenb ycTaso cKa3saJa:

— CornacHo 3THM [OKyMeHTaM, 51 AOJDKeH B3STb Bac
Ha Kopabusb. Bel nHasnauensl nocjom B Jlapx.

CKanl THXOHDLKO LieBeJbHYJ KOHYMKOM XBocTa. Her,
OH coBceM He 6GosJjcs BblAaTb ce6fi: H3 CBOCrO KOpOT-
KOro 3HakKoMcTBa C JIOAbMH uH 3HaJ, 4YTO OHH He
MOHHMAIOT sI3bIKa XeCTOB, Ha KOTOPOM roBopsT ¢ H-
Lepsl.
" — Bcee BepHo, — oTBeTHJ oH. — §l corsiaceH oTpaboTaTh
cBOji mepeesp. .

Y udcsoBeka, pasroBapHBaBLICro ¢ HHM, ObIJIO Mac-
CHBHOe KpYyrjoe JHLUO, OUeHb MNOXOAHMBLICE Ha JyHY.
TycTile 6poBH nonsany BBepX H BHH3, KaK ABe JIOXMaThle
FyCeHHLbI. '

— Bul cnewure?

Ckan nornagun ycbi:

— Ja, oueHb. §I 1e CMOTy XAaTb OTNPaBKH JaliHepa.
U notom — MaplupyT Balero cyaHa MHc MOAXOAHT ropasfo
Gosblue.

Kanurtan saxoxoran:

= Ho Bexnb 3to Gapxa aas mycopal

— Bebl, c3p, nepeposHTe otxoaul. Ho Bbl, HaBepHoe, He
ycreau 3aMeTHTh, YTO la MJianeTe MHCTBanba oyendb caa-

60 pasBHTa TeXHHKa.
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Ckan nmoHHMaJI, UTO eCJIH ero He BO3bMYT ceilyac, eMy
NpHAETCS HEeCKOJLKO AHeH KAaTh caeaylouei 6apxxu. Bponu
KanuTaHa HaAMEHHO BLIFHYJHCb:

— A s pyman, uto BaM, (HiuepaM, 3TO HpaBHTCS!

— MHe He HYXHO HanOMHHaTb BaM, 4To 3T0 JIOMHHH-
ol OTBepr Hdc, a le Mbl ero.

Kanutan O6M OTKHHYJICS Ha CMHHKY Kpecja H yabl6-
HyJcsa:

— Hy, BOT Tenepb HaKOHeU-TO fl MOHMJ, B YeM AeJoO.
Tbl Xoyelllb He TOJNbKO NO6paThecsl A0 MecTa HasHauyeHHS,
HO M Hay4YHTbCS YeMy-To 3a 3To Bpemsi. Ho loHre He naatar
MHoro!

CKan B3ApOrHyJ BCeM CBOHM JIOXMaTbiM TeJIOM.

— f He mpowy MHOro, — CKasajl OH. H yJblGHYyJCS.

* % &

Tlocsne poxast, ABoe CyTOK XJecTaBLUero Haja Tpyuo6a-
MM MasbTeHa, Hall Y3KHMH TPSISHHIMH YJOYKAaMH MOBHC
TSDKeJIbIH 32nax riuan. Kyun Mokporo mycopa, pas6pocaH-
Hble 3[eCb W TaM, HCTOYalH HeMMOBEpPHYIO BOHb.

«ITpuien ce3oH noxaei», — noaymana danbep. IToxo-
pousl J[)Keka M ero KOpOTKHii BH3HT Ha ManbTeH, Kasa-
Jiocb, MpPOWJIH AaBHbIM-faBHo. Daubep npobpanach BAOJb
BOJIOCTOYHOH KaHaBbl, MPHAEPXKHBasi PYKOH Jierkylo nJac-
THKOBYIO HakuakKy. Ee HorH caMu co6oil BbIMHCHIBaNH 3a-
MBICJIOBATHIH PHCYHOK: IO CHX NOp OHa M36eraja 30pKoro
OKa TeJleKaMep Cay>K6bl 6e3onacHocTH. UTo XK... co cTaphl-
MH NPHBBIYKAMH paccTaBaTbCfl HeJserko...

Ubs-To pyKa THXO NMPHKOCHYJach K ee cniHe. DuHbep
ofepHyJiacb W YBHIeNa rpsizHoro GoJibliersasoro pebeHka.

— Yto Tl Aesaeuib? — oHa NMPOBOPHO CXBaTHJa ero 3a
PYKY, NbITaBIIYIOCSI CTAlHTb C ee TaJHH WIHPOKHH KoXa-
Hblit peMeHb. — Ecai THl Bopyelb, TaK X0T 6bl MOKOXKAH
TOro MOMeHTa, KOorja Ha yJiuue 6yfeT MHoro Jjiopen!
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[Toapoctok otsBeTHA:

— CerofHst Ha yJnHUe HHKOTO HeT.

~ Ceiiuac ewe pano. Ho onu nosisstcst. Passe Thl He
3Haelwb, Korja HayWHaeTcsl ABHXKeHHe?

Y ee Hor yxe KonowJcs Apyrod Mauasiw. Kaxercs,
JleBYOHKa — CeCTPHYKa 3TOro rpsisHoro moapocrtka. [les-
YOHKa H30 BCEX CHMJl MbiTajach PacCTerHyTb ee GOTHHOK.

— 3 BB, ABOE, MpeKpaTHTEe HeMenJ/eHHO! — KDHKHYJa
danbep W nepHyJa NeBUOHKY 32 >KHAEHBKYIO CJHILLIYIOCS
KOCHUKY.

JleBouKa MHUCKHYJ/Ia, a NOAPOCTOK HEBO3MYTHMO MOXKaJ
nJeyaMu:

— Urto pmenate! Ceiiuac TpynHoe BpeMsi!

dnnbep KHUBHYJa:

— Ia, BpeMsi TpyaHoe, — H CyHyJa eMy B PYKy NATb
KpeauTok. — [TolianTe KynuTe ceGe yero-Hubyap ropsiyero.

Onu noGexkasnu OT Hee Tak GbICTPO, UTO MpPSAb BOJIOC
M3 XYHEHbKOI KOCHYKH NEeBUOHKH TaK W OCTaJjach y Hee B
pyke. danbep 3aayMuHBO NOCMOTpesa Ha Cryllaiolnecs
CYMEpKH H TPSIXHyJla NYLIHCTLIMH BosocaMH. Koraa-to oHa
nooGeuiana J>keky, 4To HHKOrAa He BepHeTCs B TPYLLOGhl
MasnbteHa. M BoT — oHa cHoBa cToHT 3fech. Ilo cBoeMy
CO6CTBEHHOMY JKeJIaHHIO.

dnubep B3AporHysna M mnowia Aanbiie. OHa HcKana
IlOM, TAe HaXOo4HWJach ee cTapas KBapTHpa. Bce-takH syu-
e 6bWIO XKHTb 3[lech, YeM B ToM Gapake, rae Banactep
3anuchiBaJ BCe, YTO OHA JeJiaja HaH rosopuia. K Tomy xe,
KpoMe 3aMHChiBAIOWHX YCTPOMCTB, TaM ObLIH 3KCTpaceH-
cbl, paboTaloiire Ha [Tenuca. OHH coo6lanu HMnepaTopy
fa)ke TO, YTO oHa AyMasia. Korma oHa »KuJa Bo [ABOplie
BMecTe ¢ JI)KeKoM, OHa MOrJia 03BOJIHTb ce6e YyCTaHOBHTD
FAYWHJKA. A cefiyac... ceffyac danbep GasaHCHpOBala Ha
TOHKO# JIMHHH [O3BOJIEHHOrO M He JO3BOJIEHHOro HMIepa-
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TOPOM. A uTO KacaeTcsi SKcTpaccHcoB, Tak MHOTHe M3 HHX
BoobLe He o6Jafia/iH HHMKaKHMH CCHCOPHLIMH croco6iioc-
TAMH 1 Ge360XXH0 Bpani, a cif, b JoBeplICHHE KO BCEMY,
NPUXOAHJIOCH CKPBLIBaTh CBOIO MCHXHYecKyio mouwp. Ho
ceiyac... ceffyac ec MOLUb HCYC3/a, H OHA, KaXKeTcst, Morya
pooGuie HH o yeM lie 6ecnokonTbesl. Ecan 66t He Banacrep.
Bangosep no-npexiieMy npecjenosan ce. Ins MHHHcTpa
3TO CTaJl0 KaKoi-To MaHHei: Jlaxe BoiiHa, OTHHMalowas y
BCeX MOpPC CHJI H BpeMeHH, lie NoMellaeT eMy yepe3 Kakoe-
TO BpeMsa o6HapyXXHTb ee cHoBa. DinbGep nogymasna, YTo
Jgydyule pcero 6yneT, CCAH B KOHUE HeleJH OHa nepeeaer
11a HoBylo KBapTHPY. Eft Hy>XHO Kak MOX>XHO Aosblue 3aTsfi-
HYTb 3Ty HIpPYy B NMPATKH.

dnnbep xotena 6blJIO BOHTH B JHGT, HO YTO-TO
yAep>KaJo ce, OHa NOCKOAb3IlyJach H yAapHJaach 06 yroJ
3NaHu.

UTto 3T0? ByaTo >Kryunit BeTep npoHH3an ec BHYTpeH-
HOCTH, KOT[la OHa NOYYBCTBOBaJa Ybe-TO NMPHCYTCTBHe B
co6CTBCHHBLIX KOMHaTaxX.

...Kaxxetcs, ee nmomxunan Banacrep...

...KaxxeTcs, oH nouTtH nonman ee...

danbep o6xBaTHAA NanoHSMH MJcyd. Ei 6bi10 ouenb
Xosiofiio oT aToro rydero setpa. Ckopee Bcero, Banpo-
Bep CTOHT Yy OKHa H HabJaionaeT 3a Heii. Kaxxercs, eii onsith
noBes3Jio: olia BOBpeMs NMOYyBCTBOBaJIa Ybe-TO NPHCYTCTBHE.
OcraTtok ec GbiBlICH MCHXHYCCKON CHJILI MPHroAHJCA eH.
Ona npobpanach BAOJAbL CTElbLI H MOCMOTpesia BBepx: B
30JIOTHCTOM CBeTe JlaMMbl MesbKiiysa Tenb. Danbep oc-
TaBHJa JaMIy_BKJIOYelHOM: OHa 3Hasa, UTo KOrAa ola
pBepHeTcsl, 6yneT y)ke TeMHo. Tenb weBeJbHYJach elue
pa3 H cKoJb3NyJa CO CTeHbl Ha MmoToJioK. Buanumo, Bau-
JIOBepY He TEpIMeJsioCh 3aMOJAYUYHTb ee, H OH pacXa>kuBais
B3aA H Bhcpen.
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dnnbep ocTaHOBHJIachb M 3aflyMajach: Kyfa Jy4iue
Becero 6nlI0 el cefiuac noiitH? Haeephnoe, Bce-Taku B
pabounii pajion — B paiioH BBLICOKOOMJIAYHBAaEMbIX TEXHH-
YeCKHX CreuHalHcTOB H MeAHLMHCKOro nepcoHana. Bpspn
JI4 MMnepaTop CTaHeT HCKaTb ee y ce6si mox Gokom. K
TOMY Xe, B TPyL106axX OHa yXe ycrneJsa pacTepsiTb BCe CBOH
cBsizH. Jla 1 ana Hee caMoit 3To 6yfeT odeHb yAOGHO: OHa
CMOXKeT MOPHITbCA B KapMaHaX y HMIepaTopa, He OTXOAA
0c0GeHHO JaleKo OT [oMa.

He60 noTemMHes0 u cTaso rpsAsHO-cepbIM. 3aMOPOCHI
0OXAb. Dnnbep HbIpHYJa B ero CTPYH M Hcyesja B
TeMHOTe.



FAABA 9

JIxeKy He cnanocb aToi Houblo. CoBceM Ha KOpOTKoe
BpeMsl OH CMOT 3a6bITbCH, HO NOTOM — MPOCHYJICS ONATh.
Bo pTy HenpHATHOM KHCJIOTOI OT3bIBa/ics NPHBKYC TIPHHS-
TOro cHoTBopHoOro. JlXeK noTaHyJics. AHTHIPaBHTaLHOH-
HbIM raMak MJIOTHO H Kpenko o6xBaTbiBaj ero TeJjo. Kro-
"TO PSIAOM C HHM BCKPHKHYJ Bo cHe. LUtopm 3aTux. OH He
XoTeJ, YTOGbl ero CJbIIajAH OH Jier H MOAJOXHA Mol
roJIoBy JIeBYI0 PYKY

CHoTBopHOe eMy ocTouyepTeso. A 3aCHeT OH WJH HeT
— 6bu10, B o6lieM-To, Bce paBHo. [locsne cemHaauaTH net
XOJIOZHOTO CHa BoJlefi-HeBoJiel H K -NpocTOMY (pH3HYecKo-
My CHY B ero opraHH3Me NpoGyaHJOCh sIBHOe HefoBepHe.

J>)kek BCTMOMHMJ AMKHHA, MajoHaceseHHHH Kapou
Korgma-To on Hacnaxzazcst XKH3HbIO Ha 3TOH nuanete. Emy
BCMOMHHWJIMCh Ha30MAHBble CyMuaTbie KpbiChl H HX MOCTO-
SIHHbIe HaJleThl Ha moJsisfl ¢ xMeseM. [le-To B ero Bellax no
CHX NOp JieXKaJl nmojapeHHbli UMK 3eJieHblit KaMeHb. HHTe-
pecHo, YAaioch JIH 3THM CYIIeCTBaM OCTAaThCs B MHBBHIX
nocJie Toi cTpalHOi OrHeHHON aTaku? MoxeT GbIThb, H Aa.
Benb oHH MOraH yXomHTb NoA 3eMJIO, MOTJIH — 3anacaTh
3epHa M OpexH Ha cJyyail HeypoxkaeB. MoxeT 6biTb, Ha
Kapone cHoBa wyMHT »H3Hb? LLIyMHT, HecMOTps Ha O0TKa3
ITenuca 3aHATbCS BO3POXKAEHHEM 3TOM NJIaHeTH?

B Bo3ayxe OoCTpO UyBCTBOBaJICA 3aMaX HEMBLITHIX TeJ H
elle — apoOMaT KaKOro-To [I0BOJbHO-TAKH PaclpoCTpaHeH-
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HOro HapKoTHKa... JlxeK mopyMan, 4To Ha BCAKHH cayuai
eMy NpHAeTCsl ONpefesHTb, KTO H3 ero CMyTHHKOB YMOT-
pebuasieT ero. TOT YeJIOBEK MOXeT OKa3aThCs OMACHLIM B
KPOXOTHOM MpOCTpPaHCTBE CTaporo kopabJs.

Koraa-To «BHpHXHHHs» Obla OTJHYHBIM BOEHHBLIM
Kopa6seM. Ho Te BpeMeHa npouuid, ¥ cefiyac AONOTONHas
rpy3oBast KaJjolla CKpHIeJia pH BXOJe H BEIXOJe H3 rHImep-
npocTpaHcTBa. BogonpoBoaHbie Tpy6hl Ape6esrkaiy H BBUIH,
€c/IH KTO-HHOYAb peluajici OTKPHITh KpaH. IllacTHHKH
BHeLUHEeH TeMJIoBOH 3allMThl OChIMAJKCh NPH Nocajke, Kak
JenecTkH s6JoHb. J)KeK HH 32 4TO He cBs3ajcsi Ohl .C.
«BHUpmxHHUelH», ecad 6bl MOr HaWTH XOTb YTO-HHOYIb
nosiyyute. KoHeyHo, 0gHO O6CTOATEJbLCTBO BMOJIHE yCTpa-
HBaJlo ero: Ha «BHPIXKHHHH» He HCMONb30BAJNH XOJIOAHBIA
COH AJISi HaeMHBbIX pa6o4yHX. A 3HAUMT, OH MOT KOHTDOJH-
poBaTb CBoe BpeMsi M He GOSITbCS TOrO, YTO, 3aCHYB,
npocHeTCA He yepe3 ABa Mecsla, a yepe3 TPH roja.

Ubs-TO KOCTJ/ISIBasl pyKa HeoXHAaHHO cxBaTHJIa Jkeka
3a Hory:

— Cnuuwp?

— HeT, — oTBeTHJ OH CIIOKOHHO.

— HurepecHo, noyemy? Kopoue, naBafi BHIXOAH OTCIO-
Ia. MHe HyXHa TBOSI NOMOILb.

B cHHeBaTOM, MOYTH YJbTPaHOJIETOBOM OCBElUEHHH
Kopupopa Xek eue Gosblie cMaxuBaJ Ha ckeseT. OH efiBa.
JOCTaBaJ roJIoBoi A0 mJjeua J)keka, HO ero Majui pocT,
KaK 3TO 6biBaeT JOBOJIbHO-TaKH YacToO, C JIHXBOIO KOMIMeEH-.
CHpOBaJICSl CHJIbHOH BoJleH — H JIIO[H, YYBCTBYS STO, CTa-
pajiuch NoAYHHATbCA emy. LIITopM MpHBBIK yBaXkaTb CTap-
umiero Mo paHry euie BO BpeMfl PbILAPCKOH CJyXObl H
Mo3ToMy nopuHHscs XeKy, Koraa CYMWTal STO Heo6Xomu-
MbIM. A 3TOi HOUBIO eMy HYXHO 6bUI0 oTBieuncsi. OT-
BJIeYbCS — uYeM YrofHo, XOoTfl 6bl H HIpO¥ B KapThl.
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Xek o6epnyncs u nocsmotpen na [keka. Tyckawii cset
CHHHMH pbI6aMH MeJbKHYJI B €rO JKeaTo-GesbiX riasax.

— Kak uaet urpa? — cnpocua JXkeK M ¢ yAOBOJBCTBH-
eM noTsHyJCs. .

— Hennoxo, — kopoTko oTBeTHs Xek H mouecan nery-
WHHLIA rpebeHb ceabix Bojioc. — Ceroals cTaBb KakK yrog-
HO, — OGBSCHHJ OH ycJioBHst Mrpel JXKeky, — HO eClH TH
npourpacwb GoJblle MSITHACCATH KPeAUTOK, Te6e nMpHaeT-
cfl HX BO3MEGCTHTb.

- M>kexk Monua KuBHyJ. OHn ¢ XexoM WM K TPioMY.
7o 6LIO efMHCTBENHOE MeCTO VIR OTAbLIXa Ha kopabie.
Ha Xexe Bce euie xpacoBancst cTapbiii 3aca/leHHbIH KOMGH-
Heson Kak cnyuiennsiii napyc, oil 60ATajcs Ha ero XyaoMm
TeJe.

— ¥ Te6s nepepuiB? — yJbIGHYBUHCH, cnpocHs [Dxek.

Xek KuBHyJ:

— JHa! Bo Mne He ocTanoch TOH BLIHOCJHBOCTH, KOTO-
pasi 6bis1a paHblile. Ho oHH Bce paBHO HHKOrAa He y3HaloT
06 3TOM.

Kaxcercsi, Xek onsiTb urpan ¢ nuaotamu. J>XKek nonax
B KOMaHAY MeXaHHKOB — pa3psf Jiofei, ropasfo MeHee
yBa)kaeMbIX Ha «BHpLXHHHH». DTO 06CTOATENLCTBO BMOJ-
He MorJsio 6bl caenath J)keka ¥ Xeka COlO3HHKaMH.

XeK pacnpaBuJ/l KOCTJ/SIBLIC TJIe4H, Boliesl B TPIOM H
BeceJio 3aKpHyax:

~ A Bot u Ixek! On 6yneT UrpaTh 3a MeHsl, a fl NOKa
noiiay mporyasiocs!

LtypmMan Makrpio 3anpoKHHYJ TFoJIOBY M 3acMesIcsi:

— Ha nporyaky, crapuk? Hackosbko i MOHHMaW, Tl
cobpaJicst B3APeMHYTb?

— MoxeT 6biTb, — OTMaxHyJscs XeK H BBLITAHYJ CTYJ
ans Jkeka. — DToT napeHb 3aiiMet Moe Mecto. Hagelocs,
HHKaKHX BO3pa)keHHH HeT?
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Makrpio 3aaHpHCTO OTBETHJI:

— A pasBe Thl TOJIKO YTO He CJIBIIAJN? — HO ero roJjoc
6LL1 NepeKpbIT 0J06PHTENbHEIMH KPHKaMH OCTaJjIbHBIX HI-
POKOB.

LItypman BenbixHys. Jkek cesn Ha cBoe Mecto. Mx
rjasa BCTPeTHJHCb. Makrpio HefOBOJILHO YXMBUIbHYJICS.
YepHornaseiit opHLep, CHAEBIUHI PALOM C HHM, IPHMHPH-
TeJLHO CKasaJj:

— JlaBajt, Xek, HAM H KaK cjefyeT nepeKycH. Mue
Hafloesl0 BHAETb TBOH KOCTH.

Xek KpPSIKHYJ M KOPOTKO CKasal:

— CwmeiiTech, napuu. Ho koraa Tpaku mo nac go6epyt-
csl, OHH MeHsi He cbeasT!

Xex ywes. ITHNOTH cTaNH pa3faBaTh KapThl M BCe TaK
)Ke — nycTto H 6e3306HO — HacMexaTbCsl Hal XeKoM.
Toabko J[XKek npomoJyaj W NMOCMOTpesl eMy BCJef.

Jiuws. UltopM fa elle HecKOJbKO confaT, KOTOphe
6Ll BMecTe ¢ HHM BO BpeMsl aTaKH Ha MecOYHbIH HHKY-
6aTop TPaKoB, 3HAJNH O TOM, YTO XKYKH HCHOJb3YIOT YeJo-
BeyeCKHe TeJsla KaK KOPM JJISl CBOHX JHYHHOK. [fe e GblI
XeK, KOJIH OH TaK MHOro 3HaeT 06 3ToM?

YepHorJasblii opuuep haMHAbSIPHO MOXJOMaJ ero Mo
nieuy:

— [Hasait, IDXKek. ¥ MeHsT Majlo BpeMeHH, a fl' Xouy
oThirpathesl. Henaf cTaBky.

J>kek ¢ TpyIOM OTOpBaJICSl OT CBOMX MbICJIel U 3aHAJ-
cs1 Mrpoi.

* ok %

Jaxe B runepnpocTpaHcTBe OHH OYAYT JleTeTb He-
CKO/IbKO Hefle/lb H TO/MbKO MOTOM A0BepyTcs A0 BHelUHei
rpandupl. J)kek 3HaJ, 4TO 3TO. BpeMsl eMy MOHaJOOHTCH
ANS TOTO, YTOGHl HAaNafHTh OTHOWEHHs ¢ XeKoM. 3aBhl1a
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cupena. ek pasmsn naeyd. Ceiivac on 6bl1 cBoGoseH OT
BaxTul. llltopMm mnpuBes B MoOpsinoK cpBoe pabodee MecTo,
OCMOTpeJsici M MOHsJA, uTo ocTtancs oauH. OH NpHJIOKHA
JMafiolib K ABEPHOMY 3aMKY H M0/0XKAaJ, NoKa TOT OTKpoeTcs.

TMeTna noabeMHHKa o6xBaTHJAa mJcuyH, H JXeK oTo-
pBajcs oT nosa. B BepxHeMm oTceke meTas ocnabaa, H oH
BCTaJ Ha Hord. XeK y>e nofykuaan ero. OH CYHYJ MOJHYIO
ropctb Kpeautok B pyKy Llrtopma:

— Hepxu! OTo TBos mons BuiHrpbiwa, napensb! — Xek
nocmoTpes Ha J>Keka ¢ npHcTanbHbIM HHTepecoM. — OHu
BCce CMGIOTCSl HaAo MHOM, a Tl HeT. Thl XOpoLIO CKpbiBas
3TO, HO 51 BCC PAaBHO 3aMeTHJ. 3aMeTHJI MO TBOHM MPauyHbIM
rnasam. Tol Belb 3H3ewb, O YeM s celiyac roBoplo, Tak?
Kro e Tbl Tako#, uyepT nobepu?

JI)KeK BOMPOCHTeNbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha CTapHKa:

— Pa3be HMceT Kakoe-TO 3HaucliHe, KTO si?

Xeka 3aTpsic/io OT HepBHOrO BO36GYXKAeHHS:

— Oun cmelotes nHago MuoH. OlH MOHATHSL He HMEIOT
o TpaKax. A Thl 3Haellb TO, 0'YeM 5 roBopio. Toraa — Kak?
Kax Tbl Mor yanate 06 aToM? Tel BHAesn To Xe, YTO Koraa-
To BHAea f1?

—.ITycTb cebe cMeloTcs, — CMNOKOHHBIM IoJI0COM OTBe-
A Jkek. — OHH Beab HHMYero o6 3TOM He 3HAIOT.

— Ho Beap Tbt 3naews! He wyTH co MHoi, napeHs! —
Xex BHIMPSAMUJICS M CXKaJl MaJleHbKHI CYXOHbKHH KyJauok.
— He wyTH... MHaue Te6a HalayT B BaHHe C KHCJOTOH B
YTPEeHHIOI CMeHY.

JI>)Kex BBIMpLIFHYJ M3-32 MeperopoAkH W mpHHAA Goe-
BYio no3y. XeK Hcmyrajcsi ¥ HenpoH3BOJbHO OTCTYMHJ
nasag. J>kek THXO CApPOCHJ:

— Tak yTo e, 3To yrposa?

- Hy, ny... He cneulu. Mbl Beab Bce cnacaeMcs Ha
sToit pasBanune. HHKaKHX HMeH, HHKAaKHX BONpOcoB. Tl
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OT/IHT M3 MeTa/Jsa, a 51 3TOro paHblie He 3aMmeyan. dTo
TOYHO.

— Hy uto xe. 3ato Tbl BHAHIB 3TO ceiyac. [Tocay-
Wwai, s BOeBasJ C TpaKaMH, a Tleé M Korja — HeBaXKHO.
Baxxio apyroe: Mu o6a, Tl M 1, 3HaeM, Kakol cexper
CKPLIBAa&TCH 32 CKPeXXeLlyLUHMH MaHUHPSIMH 3THX >KYKOB.
5l co6Hpaloch pa3o6paThCsl H C OCTANIbLHBIMH HX CEKpeTaMH,
a cKaXKellb Thl MHe YTO-HHOYAb WJIH HeT — 3TO HeBaXHO.
§1 sce pasno y3naro o6o BceM, 0 ueM [OJXKeH y3HaThb.

CTtapHK coBceM ocsiab M CTas ellle McHblue oGbIYHOrO.
OH NpHCJIOHMJCS K NeperopojKe H onepcsi Ha MacCHBHBIA
6oaT:

— 3OTo mosras HCTOPHSA...

— Hy # uTto xe? I Benb Bce paBHO He cnJio!

— K ToMy e, 3TO HeNMpPHATHAA HCTOPHSA, — NPOAONKHI
Xek. — MoHM ManbuHKaM ceiiyac Gbl10 6bl THE-TO OKOJO
copoka, ec/H 6bl OHH OblIH XHBbL. B obuiem-To, Mbl 6b11H
HapylWHTeNsIMH cornalleHHs. A npu Tenepewtem colose,
ec/iH KTO-HHOyAb y3HaeT 06 3TOM, Sl MOMJIAYYCb XH3HbIO...

...MlcTopusa Xeka Guisa TakoBa: OH H Tpoe ero cbiHoBe#
pabotanu MycopwukaMH. MM npuxoxuaoch MoaGHpaTh,
TpotheH Ha naaHeTaX, 3axBayeHHbIX TpakaMu. Ouu npove-
CbIBa/JId MEeCKH H HCKalM B HHX YCTAHOBKH, OCTaBJIeHHble
KOJIOHHCTaMH{ H apMueii. B HX pacnopsi>KeHHH Obln JIerkHH
Kopcap, TaK 4YTO OHH JIerko MOFJH 060rHaTb TPakoB H He
CTaJKHBaTbCsl C HUMH n6aMH. K ToMmy e, HX 3aliniano
HoBoe coryalleHHe Mexxay TpaknaHckoit Jluro#t u Jlomu-
HHoHOM. [lo HeMy TpakH mosyydasu AOCTYN K OCHOBHLIM
TOprosbiM JHHHAM. HaGsloneHne 3a necyaHbIMH MJaHeTa-.
MH B 3TO BpeMs He Besocb. JIIoAH He JIIOGH/IH TPaKoB H
CTOPOHHAHCh HX. Tak YTO TpaKHaHCKHe NJaHeThl (akTH-
4eCKH ObiH OTKPHITH AJIA pa3rpabieHus. DTHM-TO U 3aHH-
Masiich XeK H ero ChlHOBbA.
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JI>keK MouyyBCTBOBaJI, KaK UTO-TO BHYTPH Hero xoJioge-
eT OT 3Toro pacckasa. Co6CTBEHHO roBopsl, HX >KaAHOCThb
npuBesa UX K norubenu. I'mynoctb — Toxe. Ho 06 atom
JXkeK He CTaJl roBOPHTb BCAYX. XeK He 3aMeTHJ peaKkuHH
JD>xeka: oH 6bln1 MorJolleH paccKa3oM O CBOEM rope, o
ru6enan cBoux chbiHoBed. Korma Mx 3axBaTH/IH TpaKH, OHH
NpefsioXHIH HM OTAaTh CBOH I'py3 W Kopcap B NpHaauy 3a
cBo6oAy H BO3MOXXHOCTb CMBITbCSl C I'MOEJIbHOH AJISl HHX
necyaHoit miaHeTkH. Ho He TyT-To 6ui10. OKasasnock, YTO
TPaKOB MHTepecyeT Koe-4mo euje. XeK B3LOXHYJ:

— Mbl.TaK H He 3HaJIM, UTO OHH Ha3bIBalOT «Koe-uem
ewe», TIOKa HAac He TNOMECTHJM B Jarepb HelaleKko OT
BeTtpsinbix HoxHul.

JDKeK OUHYJICSI. M NepecrnpocHJ:

— Ine?

XeK YXMblUIbHYJICS:

— Tbl 06 3TOM He cJjbliaj, napeHb. ATOo GbO Ha
MuJfoce, a OTTYAa HHKTO He BEPHYJICS KHBBIM.

— Berpsaubie HoxxHuue? Uto ato? YcraHoBKa?

— Her. TopHas rpsima, paspesalouiasi BeTep, TaKas
ocTpasi, YTO Jlaxke caMoJieThl, NpoLIeAlIHe Hal HeH, pa3Ba-
JUBaJUCbh nonosaM. — XeK ycTajlo MOTep rjasa.

Ha Muaoce Boikuan asoe: Ikek n Kpok. Muaocust
TIONpPOCHJH XHTeselt JIoMHHHOHA MOMOYb HM B Ha3eMHOM
BoiHe. JkeK OKasaJjicsi OMHHM H3 HEMHOTHX, KOMY yHIaJoCh
NOTPY3HTbCSl B TPAHCMOPTHHIA KopabJab. HazemHas BoiiHa
6bly1a pOHTrpaHa.

— Ho 3to He 6ecnokonJio TpaKoB, — MPOJOJIKaJ CBOi
paccka3d Xek. — OHH o6ocHOBalHCh Y NMOAHOXHSI Berps-
Hbix HOXXHHALL H cTann Bce BOKPYT npeBpallaTh B Necok. A
A ¥ MOH MaJIbyHKH [JOJKHEI GbIIH MOMOJHHTD HX KOPMOBLIE
sanachl. KoneuHo, MBI HafesHch BhIOpaTbesl, HO TpaKH
NpellloYHTaNH cBex<ee Msico. A MOM CbLIHOBbS GblIM Ta-
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KHe... orpomHble... TpakH AyManW, UTO M MHe HeMJI0Xo
6110 6bl NpHGaBHTL B Bece. Bossie 6asbl cTosJio ABa
TPaHCMOPTHLEIX KOpaG/isi C 3achLIMaHHBIMH [1€CKOM CTapTo-
BbLIMH YycTaHOBKaMH. Mbl XoTeaH pobpaTbcsi A0 HHX H
nonpo6oBaTh B3JeTeTb.

— Tpancnoptiisie kopabau? — nepecnpocHa Jlxex.

— HieHHo.

BoT Tak, TpaHcnopTHble KOpa6i{ HaXOAHMHCh HA CTap-
TOBLIX YCTaHOBKaX BMeCTO TOro,- YToGbl 3BaKyHpoOBaTb
BoMcka ¢ Musoca. TeicAuyH congaT H COTHH pbilaped B
6yKBaJlbHOM CMbICJe 3TOro cJioBa ObIIM OCTaBJeHbl Ha
cbefieHHe Bpary. OHH 6blaH 6polueHbl No KoMaH e [lenuca,
KOTOpYIO MNepefias Tenepb yxe mepTBuiH YHHTOH. Ho Ha
KaxxioM Kopa6Jic GblJl KOMNbIOTEPHbIH BaXTeHHbIA XYPHal
¢ 6aHkoM KoMaHA. Ecau 661 [>kek no6pascst 10 OAHOro H3
3THX Kopa6Jeit H ecu Gl 0Ka3anoCh, YTO HX O CHX MOp
He pacTalUH/IH TPaKH, Y Hero B pykax Oblii Gbl peaJibHble
DOKa3aTesIbCTBA U3MEHbl, coBepllleHHOH YHuToHoM M Ile-
nHcoM. [Ipedameascmea meoicaw awodeli padu umnepa-
mopckoeo mpoua.

3HauHuT, eMy Hajo- 6bio Bo3BpawaTbcss Ha MuJoc,
Tyja, rile Korga-To HayajJHCb €ro KouwMaphl.

— Ho BaM Tak H He yaajocb BeiGpaTbca? — npepBai
HacTynHBuyo THWHHY JDxek

— Her... Onu 3a6upanu Hac no ogHoMY... SI 6bi ouens
XYL H MO3TOMY OKasaJjcst TIocJeAHHM. B obueM, MHe yna-
JIOCb YKpacTb [JIHCCep, a TOTOM... MOTOM MeHsi nogo6pai
ApPYrod MycopwHK. — XeK XPHMJIO B3ROXHyJ. — B uem
neno, napenb? Tbl BIMSIAHWB HeCKoONbKO ycTaBluuM.. He-
yXeJH Thl AyMaelub, uTo MHuJoc Mor ymMepeTb Gosiee 4H-
cToil CMepTblo, YeM ocTajbHble mnJaaHeTel? — Xek 3J0
3axoxoTas. — Her. Huuero yncrtoro sTH XykH He fenaiot
Mbl HawIM MOHX NapHel BHCSLIHUMH Ha MACHBIX KpIOKax
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B JleAsiHbIX neutepax. VX Tena »kpanu, koraa rHesmo moc-
TaTOYHO pa3orpeercs AJ...

- §1 sHaw, — ckasan Ilxexk.

ToH ero rosioca 3actaBuJ XeKa 3aMoayaTh. XeK XMbIK-
HYJ M MPUKHHYJ, CTOHT JIH eMYy NPOAO/KAThb PaccKas, a
MOTOM MNpHKOCHYyJcA K nuaeuy JDkeka: — [Ma... Thl ToXe
3 T O BHAeJ...

— [Ha, — B3noxHya I>kek M TyT e npu6aeua: — Ho
TeGe GblJIO 6Ll pasyMHee 3a6GhiTh 06 STOM.

— 3a6uiTh? — wiernoroM nepecnpocus Xexk. — Ho Beap
GoJsibllle HHKTO He 3HaeT mnpasawn! [lenHc cHioxanacs c
TpakaMH, ¥ Tenepb JJOMHHHOH NOCJYIIHO GEXHT 3a HUMH
Ha BepeBouke. [laxxe 3ejieHble PyGaluku BhMepaH c Tex
nop, kak ux OcBoGoguTenb Hcyes.

— OcBo6oauTeab?

— Ja. He cmoTpu Ha MeHs Tak, Manamiw. Korpa-to
JlaBHO, KOTZa Thl TOJILKO poauJcs, 3eeHble Py6alluky Gblax
no6necTHoM rpynmoi. Kakoe-To BpeMsi H s NMpHMBIKaJ K
HHUM. Ho s 6bl1 [ HHX CJIHILIKOM IJIOX M TOHHMaJ 3TO.
UYesioBeKa, KOTOpPHIH BO3IJIaBAsJ ABH)XKeHHe, JIHYHO fi He
3Han. I 3Ha;a npo Hero OAHO: BCe BOKPYr 3O0BYT ero
Ocsobodumens. C Tex mop mpounio Asajuatbh Jet. OH
yilleJ, a ¢ HHM YyllueJ H pasMax ABHXKeHHS. — XeK crop6uJ-
cs ¥ oTBepHyJscsi. — Moxer GuiTh, B TOM, 4UTO s ceffuac
cKasaja Te6Ge, Thl HaHjellb KaKylo-TO MHUILY AJs COGCTBEH-
HBbIX pa3MbIILJIEHHH. ..

J)keK KHBHYJ eMy BcJiell. 34ech CTOHJIO KOe O yeM
nogymaTtb. B caMoM pese cTouJo.



FAABA 10

XKuteneit naaHeTs! BHKTOp-TpH Ge3 BCAKOM HaTAXKH
MOJ)KHO 6bIO Ha3BaTb XHIIHMKaMH. OHM XHMJHM 3a cueT
oCTa/lbHBIX MHPOB. 'py3oBrie kopa6su cTapanuch 06jieTaTh
3Ty naaHeTy cTopoHoi. LlITopm u Xek Bce e peluHsn
NOKHHYTb 60pT «BHPIKHHHHS M KaK CllefyeT OCMOTpeTb
KocmomnopT 3pesHiye 6bl10 He caMbiM JydluuM. [ToBciony
BHAHEJNHCb cJellbl HeflaBHeil Gom6Gapauposku. Cepble Ge-
TOHHBIE CTeHbl YepHeJIH KOMOThbio GoJblioro moxkapa. Xek
KHBHYJ FoJIOBOH H CKasaJ:

— HepmaBHo 6oM6HaH.

— Ho kto? — yauBneHHo cnpocun Ilxek.

— Hasephoe, I[Tenuc. Beap Goablue Hekomy. BukTop —
njaHeTa NHpPaToB, a HM He MellaeT XOTb HHOrAa Hamnom-
HHTb O TOM, KTO HaCTOSILLUHI XO3AHH.

XeK cxKaJicsl M CTaJl COBCeM MaJieHbKHM, KaK 6yaTo Gbl
pasroBop ¢ J>kekoM JIHWHJ ero nocjeaHux cui. OH ocTa-
HOBHWJICS y BXoJa Ha rpy3oByl0 MJIOIMAAKY H elle pa3
nocMotpest Bokpyr IKeK MOAKAaTHA TeseXxKy H MOrpysua
B Hee KoHTeiiHep ¢ BoyrH. Xek Bamoxuyua:

— Y Tebs, Kak f MOCMOTPIO, HeMNoxoi Habop HHCTpY-
MeHTOB!

— Ja, — oTtBeTHa I)Kek M 3anporpaMMHpOBaJi aBTOMH-
JIOT Ha TeJle)XKe Ha MeJlJleHHOe NPOABH>KeHHe 3a COGCTBEH-
HOM TeHbIO.
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— HHuTepecHo 6bl0 6Ll B3rAfHYTh, — CKa3aa XeK. —
Takoit yNakoBKH JJISi HHCTPYMEGHTOB § ellle He BHAeJ.

— BeposaTHo. — JI>keK NPHILYPHICH H TOXKe NOCMOTPeEJ
Bokpyr. ITopsiika B xocMonopTe, MPsIMO CKaxceM, He GLLIO.
PeMOHTHHKH OCTaBAsiIH cBoe oGopynoBaHHe MpsIMO B KO-
pHIOpax, H MO3TOMY CTapTOBLIE MJIOLWAAKH GbUIH 310pPOBO
3axJlaMJIeHBI.

XeK, yabl6HYBLIHCh, cnpocHa Jkeka:

— KaxeTtcs, Thl 3mech YTo-TO Hiuelb?

— JHa, — otBetusn Jxek. — S Huly Bce, uTO Mory
HalTH.

XeK CMayHO MJIIOHYJl B CTODOHY:

— Her, Tbl He MexaHHK, napeHb. Tbl XOpoLl, CJIHLIKOM
xopout aJst atoro. K ToMy e, Thl 3aHHMaellbCsl PEMOHTOM
TaK, KaK 6yaTo 6bl OT 3TOro0 3aBHCHT TBOSl XXH3Hb.

JIXKeK XMBIKHYJl H NOCMOTpeJ Ha CNyTHHKa:

— A Tbl Bpome Gbl paHblue He XXaJjloBaJjcl...

— Ha xopa6sie cTaHOBHTCSH H3BeCTHbIM Bce. Sl MPHKpHI-
BaJ Te6s TaM, HO 3fieCb 3TO He mnpoiigeT. Thl Aesaewb 3TO
CJHILUKOM MeJJIeHHO W CJHLIKOM TLiaTesbHO. TaK YTO OHH
BbIGpOCAT Tebs.

— A xTo TeGe cKasaJ, YTO $I OCTalCh 3[eCh?

Xek moxas mnJjeyamu: ’

— Huxro. Ho Beab 310 Tak, BepHO? — OTBETHJ OH. —
HeT, mapeHb, Thl CJHIUKOM XOpOLI JJiIsi 3THX MeCT, H OHH
Te6s1 cpa3y xe 3aMeTsAT. CKopee Bcero, OHH. y>Ke 3aMeTHJIH
Tebs. ‘

J>)keKk oTBepHyJicsi M CTaJl CMOTpeTb, KaK 3KHMax
yCTaHaBJHMBaeT Ipy3oBOit Tpam. Y Hero onsTh 3ayecanoch
Mexay JonaTkaMd. OluyuleHde 3HakoMoe H BepHoe: 3Ha-
YHT, OH CHOBA HaxoAWJcfl MOA mnpHuenoM Bpara. IDxek
noaymail, 4to Gello 661 ropasfo Jyulle, echH 6bl cefiyac Ha
HeM O6bl1 GpoHeKocTioM. OH OCTOPOXKHO mNocMoOTpes Ha
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Xexka. ToT ounLIan cBo# GOTHHOK OT KOMKOB CTapoii CyXoi
rpssu.

— Ecau s nonpowy y Te6s1 coBeTa, Thl Milc Aalllb €ro?
— ocTopoxHo cnpocHa Jxek.

CTapHK »KafHO MoCcMOTpeJ Ha liero:

— TIlpowno cTonbKo JeT € TeX Nop, Kak y MeHs B
nocjaefHHH pa3 MpPOCHJH coBeTa... — €ro TyCKJble rjasa
GnecHyaH. — Bce 3aBHCHT OT TOro, 4TO Thl 3leCh HLUCLIb.

JKeK pelIHA MATH HampoJIOM:

— 4 nwy 3esneHuix Py6atuexk.

— IToxaxu Mile, YTO Thl TyAa 3aCyHyJ, ¥ f OCTapaloch
yKasaTb TeGe BepHOC HampaBJjieHHe, — OTBETHJ CTapHK.

J>keK B3[OXHYJ ¥ NpHCeJI Ha KOJCHO BO3JIe MacCHBIIO-
ro xonTeitnepa. On NpHKPLIA PYKOit KOAOBYIO KOMGHHALHIO
Ha 3aMKC H OCTOPO)XHO OTKPBIJ KPLIWKY.

Boyru sexan thxo. I'mGkue councnenus ckadaHapa
MepuasH B TYCKJOM HCKYCCTBCHHOM CBeTe.

J>KeK 3allleKHYJ KPLILWKY H ycabillaj 3a cBoeit cnu-
HOM rnyGoKHH B3JOX:

— DTo BoopyxeHHe!

J>)KeK BBIMPSIMHJICA H CMOKOMHO OTBETHJ:

= 1 xny.

Xek ejie caepxkan ce6s. 3aAbIXaloWHMCSl FOJIOCOM OH
ckasasn:

— Ckar6yrc. DTo eAHHCTBEHHAs MacTepcKas, KOTOpyIo
1 3Halo. TaM Tbl HaligcwWb TO, YTO HilelWb. YUTH, 3TO He
efHHcTBeHIoe Mecto. Ho a 3nalo Toabko ero. U Bce-Taku
noaymaii kak caepyet, napelib. Onu Befib nepepexyT Tebe
ropsio 3a 3Ty WTyKy. — XeK KalusiHya H ycTano Mnokasal
Ha KOHMTeiHep. )

— §1 3Halo, — oTtBeTH/ JKeK M Ha NpollaHHe NPOTAHY
cTapHKy pyKy. Xek nocMoTpes Ha Hee, He NOHHMaf, YTO
oT Hero TpebyeTcs, MOTOM BLITALHJA H3 KapMaHa KOMOH-
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He30Ha CBOIO CYXYIO H KOPSIXKHCTYIO MSITePHIO H CYHYJ ee
Joxeky. PykomnoxkaTue crapHka 6blo0 CMepTEJNbLHO XO-

JIOAHLIM. ,

* % %

Topoa, HaxoaWBLUKFCA COBCEM PSIOM C NMOPTOM, GblJ cep
u rpased. Ha yauuax TyT M TaM BaJisiMCb TPYAbl CTaporo,
crpeccoBaBlerocst oT BpeMeHH Mycopa. [kek mpo6upancs
yepe3 TPywoGel. [lon HM3KMMH HaBecami, MONafaBLUMMHCS
‘eMy JI0BOJIbHO-TaKH 4acTo, BCMLIXHBAJH CBapoyHble Ja3ephl.
TeJiexkka NocayLIHO rpoMbixana cnefoM. [xek e ¢ TakKHM
BHJIOM, GYATO OH W He MOAO3peBals, 4TO 3a HHUM ciegaT. Ho
€ro npaBasi pyka, onylleHHas B KapMaH, KaK Bcerfia, CkuMa-
Jla pYKOSITKY Jla3epHOro MHCTOJIeTa.

HacTtosimui nouck JI)Kek Hawas TOJNbKO TOTAa, Koraa
Ha ero NyTH CTaJi¥ nonagartbcs 6oJiee HAH MeHee KpynHble
npombiluyieHHLIe MacTepckHe. OKoJI0 OHON H3 HHX JIeHHBO
npurpeJici Ha COJIHbILIKe OXpaHHHK. OH BHIrAffeN Tak,
KaK 6yATO ero BOJIOCHl HHKOIAa He BHAGJH pacyeckH, a OoT
HH3KOCOPTHBIX KpPeMOB [Js1 YAaJleHHsl BoJIoC Ha noa6opon-
Ke Topyaja XHpHas AJHHHasA weTHHa. OXpaHHHK BHHMa-
TeJbHO NMocMoTpes Ha JKeka:

— Tbl yT0-TO Mwewsb, Goce?

- Ia. I uwy pa6oty, — cnokoiiHo otBetda LlTopMm.

OXpaHHHK 3ayMUHBO nouecan GOpomy:

— Her. 3pece pa6oThl Her.

— Y MeHA CcBOM HHCTPYMeHTbl, — yTouHHJ JXekK.

OXpaHHHK YJBIGHYJCS:

— 3necb HeT HHKaKol pa6oThl. Thl ee He OThIlUElb Ha
Bcejt 3Toi mJaHere. Thl CHHILUKOM YHMCT, H OT Te6s1 MOXHO
OXHpaTb HenpHsaTHocTeHd. Beab Thl mpHJeTes cloga noro-
MY, uTO caM 3axoTej artoro? Xouelb coBeTra?

JI)KeK BONPOCHTENbHO MNMOAHAN GpOBb.
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— Ilponait cBOif HHCTPYMEHT H MepBLIM Ke YeJHOKOM
Bany oTcCloaa noaanblue. MHCTpyMeHTH Thl Bce paBHO mo-
Tepselb, a TAK — MOJYYHLIb 32 HHX XOTb KaKHe-TO AeHbrH.

— Tlotepsio? - ¢ HHTepecoM mepecnpocHa JKeK.

OxpaHHHK OGJIOKOTHJICS O MacCHBHbIe p)KaBble BOpOTa:

— Hy na. [Notepsiews. BepHee, ux y Te6s1 oTHUMYT. A
3TO Bellb BCe PaBHO.

— Hy — Tonbko He ana MeHsi. UTo KacaeTcs MeHS, Tak
1 nyylie ympy, — oTBeTHJ eMy JIxek.

— OTo nycToil Tpen, — OTBETHJ OXPaHHHK.

— A MoxeT G6biTb, H HeT? — ycMexHyscs JKek H
BbIHYJl KPeWTHBIR IHCK M3 KapMaHa.

OXpaHHHK JIOBKO NMOMMaJ KPefHTKY H CYHYJ ee ceGe
3a nasyxy:

— Xopowo, — cKasasn oH. — UrTo Tl Hllews?

— Ckar6yTc! )

Cepbiii cTpax MeJsIbKHYJ B GecClBEeTHLIX TJasax:

— Ilopa#t uyTb-uyThb Ha BOCTOK, H Thl He MpoMaXellb.
Hwn BoiBecky «Pacnamue mpakas.

JDXek yJablGHYyJICS:

— Hy uto ... HasBaHHe MHe MOAXOMHT.

— Jla... — oXxpaHHHK OTKpBLI BOPOTa H HCYe3 3a HHMH
B Boapyxe cTano csexeil. CosHle yxKe KJIOHHJOCH K
FOPH30HTY.

JIXKeK LieJKHYJ NMajbLeM, H TeJieXXKa TOTyac XKe pas-
BepHyJach. OH mnouwes Ha BOCTOK.

Cpasy 3a MacTepcKHMH NoKasascst 60/bLIOH KOMIJIEKL
no nepepa6otrke OTXOAOB, OOHeCeHHbIH NPOBOJOYHBIM OF-
paxacHueM. Ha ero TeppHTOpHH CTOSNIH TATayH, NOAbEM-
Hble KpaHbl M HaXe HeGoJIbIIOH Kopcap. DTOT KOMMJEeKC
fIBHO riperpaxnan eMy nyTb K Ckar6ytcy. A MoeT GbiTb,
9TO GblJla YacThb HCKOMOTO 3aBefleHHA? 3a KoJsoyei nposo-
JIOKO} OH 3aMeTHJl OrpOMHYIO, pasMepoM C YeJsioBeKa flile-
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PHLY C YeTLIpbMS JlanaMH H KOrTSIMH BMecTo pyK. Bpems
OT BpeMeHNH sillicpHUa NocMaTpuBana Ha [xexa. Kaxercs,
JKHBOTIIOC BBHINOJHANAO 3AeCh POJNb CTOPOXKEBOH CO6aKH.
HHTepeciio, 6blI0 IH 3TO co3faHHce. OGHTaTeJeM HaHHOM
niaHeTh!, WJH sILLEpPHLY 3aBe3JH H3 KaKoro-tTo AajbHero,
MaJIo KoMy Benomoro mupa? J)Kex B3rjistHyJql Ha ocTpblc
ApoX<aulHe KOITH silliepa H pewus, 4To 6yAeT Jyulue, ecaH
OH BBISICHHT 3TO KOrAa-HHGYAb NOTOM.

OueHb xoTeJjioch ecTb. Bo aBope, 3a KoJjioyei nposoJo-
KoM, paGouune copTHpoBaaH MeTasoaoM. Onu oT6Hpanu Kakue-
TO OmnpefiesieHHble, YEM-TO LieHHbIe [UIT HUX KYCKH H 6pocani
UX Ha KOHBeMep. Or ckyku J[>)KeK nonsiTancst coo6pasuThb, 1o
KaKOMy NMpHHUHNY OTGHpaeTcsl 3TOT PXKaBblif MeTaja, — HoO
TaK H He CMOr goragatbcsl. 3a Kydel piaBoro .xJaMa Ha
CTele BHceJla Haamuch: ¢Pacnamue mpakas.

Ixex nogyMan u nopolues K LUEHTPaJbHbIM BOPOTaM.
OHH 6LIIK OTKPLITH. PANOM cTOsiIM KOMNbIOTepHI, caens-
liMe 3a TMOKYNKOM M mnpopja)ce#t orxomoB. Ha ogHoM u3
5KPaHOB G6bIIO [0BOJIbHO-TAaKH XOPOLIO BHAHO, KaK HAYT
peMOHTHble pa6oThl. HeT, 310 6blyo. He uHTepecHo. Jxek
B3[OXHYJ] M 3aluaraj naJjblie.

— Dit, uto Te6e HYXHO? — OKAMKHYJNH ero. 3To
TeJieKaMephl OXpaHbl, 3aMeTHB He3HaKoMLa, nepelajnH ero
n306paxkeHHe Ha LEHTPaJbHBIA MNOCT.

— §1 nmy Ckar6ytc, — crnokoiHo oTBeTHs JIKek.

— TlocTopoHHHM BXOA BOCHApelleH, — OYpPKHYJIH B
OTBeT.

JKek yabi6HYJaCA:

— CKa)xu UM, 4To MeHs npHchaaJs [lenHc, — OH KHBHYJ
B CTOPOHY BHAEOKaMephbl W TouIeJ [aJjbllie, MOTOM fAal
CHTHaJ TeJeXKe, UTO6bl OHA CTaja PSAOM C HHM, H OTKPbLI
3aMOK KoHTeHHepa. [lon HoraMu ckpHneJsio cTapoe nJacTH-
KoBoe NoKpuiTHe. B Bo3ayxe nax/io MaciaMu H YHCTALUHMH
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BeulecTBaMH. He6oubluasi aBepb B cTeHe OLICTPO CKOJIb3-
Hyna B cTopoHy, W lllTopM okasaJcsi meped AyJOM Kpym-
HOKa/NnGepHOH BHHTOBKH.

— A Tenepb OGBACHH, YTO 3TO SHAYHUT: Tebsl NMpHCAl
IMenuc? — npopblyajH H3 TEMHOTHI.

MoJ/IHHeHOCHLIM BHXKeHHeM Hord JXkeK OTKpBII KpblLl-
Ky KoHTelHepa. Jlyun 3axoasiuero cojHua ynajiu Ha rué-
KHe cousieHeHHsl 6poHeKkocTioMa. OH cHsN TaK, 6YATO 6bla
cieslaH U3 uyHcToro Gesoro nyiaMeHH. YesioBeK ¢ BHHTOBKOIA
oTowes Ha3afl ¥ NPHKPHII pyKoH rpasa:

— Tne tu' efo otkomaa?

— §1 He gymalo, 4TO TeGe HafoO 3TO 3HaTb.

YesloBeK FPOMKO BbIpyrasicsi H KDHKHYJI:

— Bytc! ByTcH, cablluHiub, HAH ciofal

ByTch okasanach Ha pefKOCTb KPYMHOH XEHIUHHOMN:
Ona ocTaHOBHJIaChb TMO3aJH OXPaHHHKa H oOlleHHBaloLle
nocmoTpesa Ha Jkeka:

— Ilo3oBH KoMaHAy H 3aKpoii BOpoTa.

— Ho ewe He cremHesno! — HeyBepeHHO BO3pasHuJ
OXpaHHHK.

— Hena# To, 4TO A CKasa/sa, — OTBEeTHJIa OHa.

ByTcH ocnenuTesbHO yJabiGHYAach J[KeKy:

— § 6Bl npurnacuna Teb6s BHYTPb, HO Mbl elle He
BBIKJIIOYHJIH CHTHaJIH3aLHIo.

— 51 nomoxay, — KOpPOTKO OTBeTHJ OH. OT >KeHLUMHBI
naxjao ayxamH. Apomar 6bl1 ¢OBCeM He CHJbHBIM, HO,
KaXkeTcsl, ‘B 3THX AyXaX NMpPHCYTCTBOBaJH ¢epMeHTH. Bo
BcAKOM cayuae, JI)keka Bo3Gyxxaan oToT 3anmax. Lltopm
YJABIGHYJICSl M CTaJl TepreJHBO XAaThb.



FAABA 11

J>keK He MOT BHAETb BCIO KOMaHiy, HO OH YyBCTBOBaJ
WX B3rasabl co BceX cTopoH. OHH cKpBBaiuch 3a cTeana-
)KaMH H TOJIKaMH, 3amnoJIHABIUKMH NMPOCTPAaHCTBO CKJafa.

«Bocc, Kaxercs, Tbl onsaTh B 6efge?s — OKJHKHYJ ero
Boyru. .

— Tloka Her, — oTBetusa JDKek, MbiTasficb OLEHHTb
BHAHMbBIE H HeBHAHMble CHAbLI ByTch

Csepxy, H3 MaJleHbKOH GYAKH Ha Jiecax, YeH-TO roJjoc
NpoKpHYal:

— ByTcH, uTo TaM y Bac NPOHCXOLHUT?

— IlpuroToBbest K 6oM6aparpoBKe! — KpHKHYJa OHa H
nocmoTpesia Ha J>)Keka GOJIbLUMMH BbIpa3HTeJbHBIMH rJa-
3aMH.

C rpoxoTOM 3aKpbUIHCh NPOTHBOMOXapHble BOPOTA
CoGcTBEHHO, 3aKpHHCh BCe BOPOTa BOKPYT, KpoMe Tex, B
Kotopbix ctosin J)kek. OH He coMHeBajcs B TOM, UTO
BOpPOTa, HaxosfliHecss B HH3Y Y3KOH NJacTHKOBOH HOPOX-
KM, ToXe 3akpuiThl. KaxkeTcs, Illtopm 3auien cauiukoM
JaJieKo.

«BoT celiyac Mbl yXe B Gegmes, — ckasan Jxeky
Boyru.

UeTBepo MOTHLHIX Bep3HJ BcTaild no 6okam ByrcH.
Myckyabl y HMX ObIM 4TO Hajo: Jo6OM W3 HHX -OLHOH
pyKoit Mor G6bl NMOJHATb KOHTeHHep M 3a6pOoCHTL ero B
JanbHHH KOHel ckaaga. OHH BHHMaTeJIbHO CMOTPeJH Ha
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IDKeka, BepTsi B pyKax JlasepHble mHcToJieThl. Jkek npH-
MOAHSAN PYKY, HO B CTOPOHY pELUWJ] He OTXOOHMTb.

ByTtcu nonussna uepHyio ToueHyio 6poBb:

— OHH roBopAT, YTO ceiyaC TBOIO HOTy MPHXJOMHET
JBepb.

— OHH roBopsAT, 4YTO ecJH Thl He yGepellb ee, TO
norepsielub, — N06GaBHJ CTpEJIOK.

J>XKeK KauHyJ roJioBOii:

— {l npuwen x BaM no aeny. Ho ecsn Hawa cpesnka He
COCTOHTCSA, 3HalTe, YTO BHHOIO TOMY MOJHTHKA OTKPLITHIX
IBepen.

IItopm 3ameTHJ, YTO MOABEMHble KPaHH Ha cKJjane
npuuu B ABHXXeHHe. OIHH H3 KPIOKOB 3aBHC Y Hero Haj
roJIoBOM.

ByTtcu yabi6Hys1ach:

— Bor Teneps Mbl B GesonacHocTH, goporoi. Tenepb
MBI MOXXE€M H IOrOBOPHTb.

JIXeK moxkasn nJjedyamu:

~ §1 He oyeHb Mo6aI0 pa3roBophl. Bel BHaesH TO, YTO
y MeHsl ecTb. JIH60 Bac 9TO HHTepecyeT, JHOO HeT.

Bytcu norsHysnach. Jkek 3aMeTHJ, YTO ee MBILILBL
HaTpeHHPOBaHbl TaK, KaK 3TO OGBIYHO GbIBaeT y MYXUHH.
OHa nmocMoTpesia Ha MaCCHBHLIH MeTalJIHUeCKHH KPIOK, a
NnoTOM oNATh nepesesa B3rAal Ha [Dkeka:

— IToka s He 3Halo, 4To y Teb6s ecTb. I He BuAasa
sToro cama. A BApyr Tam ofHa oGoJiouka? [laBaii nopgue-
NHM ero Ha KpIOK H NOCMOTPHM KaK cJjefyerT.

JI)kek GBICTPO 3aXJIOMHYJ KPBILIKY.

— dTtoro He GyneT, — ckasaj oH Boyru. — Tel nomxeH
6bITh FOTOB BCKOYHTh M GexaThb, ec ceiiuac YTO-HHGYAb
CAYYHTCS.

Haramiit cTpesiok saxoxorad:

— KaxeTtcs, 3TOT napeHb — AeBCTBEHHHK!
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— Xopouwo, — npumupsiowe ckazana Bytcu. — H uero
e Tbl Xoyellub?

— 4 nwy 3enensix Py6awex.

Ha ckaape crano tuxo. JKeky noxasanoch, YTO OT
HEOXKHIAHHOCTH Y YKCHLIMHB OCTaHOBHJIOCH CepAue.

— BoT kak? A 6poHeKOCTIOM — 3TO uTOObLI Hac noapas-
HUTh? Takas GaecTsllas NpHMaHKa?

— Hukakux npumanok, — otetus Ilxexk. — f cobu-
palocb nopa6oTaTh B HeM Ha 3esenbix PyGaulek.

Ona 3aAyMuHBO MOCMOTpesa Ha Hero:

— W Tol peiicTBHUTeNbHO AyMaelib, UTO Mbl 3HaeM, e
HX HaHTH?

— Hy Tak KTo e M3 Hac TpycHT?

XKeHuuHa B ynop nocmoTpena Ha llltopma:

— Xopowo. [lpeanosoxum, YTo Mbl 3HaeM, KaK HX
HaiTH. Ho KaKoi HaM oT 3TOoro TOJK?

JKeK BsJIO MOXas MJieyaMu:

— Toraa s He cTaHy paspyliaTh BallH 3faHHA.

3a cnuHoM Lltopma mocablwancs xoxoT. Byten noa-
Hsina MaJjel, H cMeX ToTyac e cTHX. OHa MeaneHHO
o6owia >keka 1 ero KouteiiHep. JXek He coMueBaJcsl,
yto ByTcH 3anoMHHsNa Bce, BNJAOTb A0 MeJbYaHLWIHKX fe-
Tanen.

— Xopouio, — cxa3ana oHa. — I mMory ux Ha#td. dns
Tebs... '

Ol ynpsiMO KauHyJ roJioBoH:

— MHe 3Toro HefoOCTaTOYHO.

Ona no6aeaHena:

— Kak 310 — HepocTaToyHo? UTo Thl HMeellb B BHAY?

— He crout nputBopaTtbhea.’Y MeHs ecTb GpoHeKoOC-
TIOM. 3Ha4yHuT, Bbl MOXKeTe H3roTOBHTb Konuio. fl Buaeds,
KakoMy 60MGOBOMY YyAmapy Obll NMOABEPrHYT Balll KOCMO-
nopt. A Beib 5TO Bcero B YeThlpeX KHJoOMeTpax oTcioAa!

94



IlenHc MoOXKeT MpeKpaTHTb 3TO JeTCKOe 3anyrdHBaHHe H
yoapHuTh B Lleslb Cpa3y e, KaK TOJIbKO y3HaeT, Iie Haxo-
nutca Ckar6yrc.

C'rperK 6bicTpo B3rasHya Ha llropma:

YK He Tl JM cobMpaellbcst paccKasaThb emy o6
aTOM?

— Ilpekpatn, — omepHyna ero Bytcu u ykasana Ixe-

Ky: — Bxonu. I rapanTHpyIo Te6Ge Bhixon oTcicAa. [Tonymait
caM: TaKHe pasroBophl He BefyTcsl NMpPH OTKpblTle ZBepSX.
3TO CJHMIIKOM PHCKOBaHHO.

J>)keKx BHMMaTeJIbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha Hee:

— BpoHekocTioM 6yneT co MHOM.

— Xopouwo. Bxoaure, MHcTep. UyTb mnosxe onsATh
6ynyT 60MGHTb, a Mbl He XOTHM, UTO6bl BO BpeMsi GoMGex-
KH HalllH 3afHHLbI TOpYa/JH CHapyXH.

Haxanbubiii crpenok npeacrasuics Ikeky kak I'ac.
ByTcu ckoMmaHmoBaja cBOMM pebsiTam pacxoauTbesi. OHa
He B3rJIsHyJa Ha J>)keka flo Tex mop, Moka Liex He MPHCTY-
nua K pa6ore.

— Hackonbko s moHuMalo, Thl He noiifeib B odHc?

JI>)XeK oTpHLUAaTeJJbHO MOKaYyaJ roJoBoi. Byrch moxana
nieyaMy M ceja Ha KaKoH-TO fIIHK. ' ‘

— A Tenepb paBaii noroBopHM. Yero THl OT MeHs
Xoyelb?

— §1 Xouy NpoMTH Mo Lenouyke A0 CaMOTO OCHOBaHHS.

ByTcH BHITSIHyJa M3 pyKaBa cHrapeTy ¢ HapKOTHKOM,
NPHKYPHAa ee H ryGOKO 3aTsHyJach. Bo3nyx HamosHHics
Bo36yxpaloluM apomatoM. [ToMonuaB HeMHOro, oHa Impo-
H3HecJa:

— BriosiHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO 3TO He CaMbli JYYIUHii AJs
Te6s1 BapHaHT. A YTO KacaeTcsl H3roTOBJIeHHA KomHi 6po-
HEKOCTIOMa, TaK Y MeHSl 3liech eCThb JUJISl 9TOI'0 BCe BO3MOX-
HOCTH.
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— Tlocse Toro, kak 6poHekocTIOMbl GYAYT H3roToBJC-
Hbl, Haflo 6yneT OGy4HTb Jiofei MoJab30BaTbCA HMH. A TYT
He yjpacTcsl caesaTb 3TO He3aMeTHO.

I'ac ctosan psagom ¢ ByTcH u nepxan B pyKax BHH-
TOBKY.

— Kaxertcs, oH npas, BytcH, — oTo3sBancs oH.

He ortsoas B3rasna or [xeka, Byrch ckasana:

— 3aTkHHCb! — M cTpAXHyna nenesa. — DTo He eAHH-
cTBeHHaa nJuowaaka Ckar6ytca. ¥ Mels eCTh clie OAHO
YKPOMHOE MecCTO... B CeJbCKOH MeCTHOCTH...

Jek 6e3MATEKHO OTBETHJ: ‘

— Tul snaews, ByTcH, BpaHbe Te6si oyeHb CTapHT.

Ona caenana eule ofHy ray6oKylo 3aTaXKYy:

— B KoHUe-TO KOHLOB, KTO Thbl TaKoii H KaK Tbl AOCTan
STH HOCMexu?

— 41 puluape. BepHee cka3aTb, GbiBLIHIT pbluapb. Kak
MeHsl 30BYT, He HMeeT 3HaueHHd. KcTaTi, Thl 31Haews, Belb
y MeHSsl HeT OMo3HaBaTesJbHOro yHna! A ec/y Bbl 3aXoTHTe
y6paTb MeHS W 3aBjafeTb GPOHEKOCTIOMOM, MHMeHTe B
BHAY, UTO OH 3apsKeH, a GJIOK CaMOYHHUYTOXXEHHS BKJIO-
YeH.

— Tbl onpenesieHHO He NeBCTBEHHHK, — yCTa/lo CKa3a-
na BytcH. Cu3blil ABIM KOJIbLAMH C/eTal € ee MyXJablX ry6.
= K uepTy 610K CaMOYHHUTOXKEHHSI.

Ha camoMm-To npene JI)keK AaBHLIM-AaBHO OTKJIOYHJ
3ToT 6JIOK, 3Has, uTo BoyrH MoXeT mocTosTh 3a cebs.
ByTcH eille pa3 3aTsiHyJ/1ach H OLlGeHHBaIOLLE NTOCMOTpesa Ha
Hoxeka: .

— §1 He 3Halo, cMory JiH sl npoBecTH Te6s Aanblie. Thl
Bellb yXe 3Haellb, YTO Mbl feHCTBYeM MaJieHbKHMH Trpyn-
NKaMH. Mo TpH YesoBeka. Ml TosbKo oanH yesloBeK B rpynne
3HaeT KOro-To Apyroro B cjefyiouleii fiveiike, H TaK Aajb-
e Mo Lernoyke.
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J>kek kuBhysn. Bytcn noansaach na nord. I'sc HacTo-
POXKHJICH.

— Wou noxaxu emy Bce, YTo MoXewb, [3c, a s
rocTapaloch TyT Koe C KeM cBsizaTbesl, — ByTcH yuenusach
3a MeTaJJHYeCKHIT KaGeab W MOATANYAACH MO lieMY, KakK o
KaHaTy, Ha Jseca. J’)KCK ¢ HeBOJIbHbIM BOCXHLICHHEM I[O-
cMoTpes el Bejed.

[sc yaapun ero mno nieuy:

— JlagHo, nmowsH co MHOM.

— TonbKo 40 TeX MOp, MOKa TeJsIeXKKa CMOXeT C/efo-
BaTb 3a HaMH, — ckasan emy JDxkek. ['ac monya kupuyda.

DToT 3aBoA HHYCM He oTaHyasca oT Apyrux. Ha ognux
paBouHx MecTax UapHJ NOpSAOK, ApyrHe — GblIH 3aBajeHbl
Ky4aMH Mycopa, B COOTBETCTBHH C NpHBbIYKAaMH pa6oTalo-
WHX Ha HUX Jiogeil. [Tox noTonkoM nepeacluancs MaccHB-
HbI noabeMublil Kpail. Eaxo naxno kap6urtom. Pasmarnu-
YHBalollHe YcTpolicTBa OblJIH OYEHb CTapbiMH, a BOT
3JIeKTPOHHOe obopyaoBaHHe Ha CTEHAAX BBITJAACAO BMOJ-
He coBpeMeHHo. <HaBepHsika BopoBanioes, — MogyMads
Hxek. [To kouseilepy MeasieHHO ABHrajHCh KOP3HHBI C
MeTa/MIHYeCKHMH AcTansiMH. J[XKeK OonycTHA PyKy B OAHY
H3 HHX H BbIHYJ ABa YHMa pa3mepoM c HoroTb. [TocMoTpesn
MapKy AeTasH, ol ¢ H3yMJcHueM B3rasanya na [sca. Tor
paccMmesics:

— Y Hac TyT Bce ecTb, 6occ!

Jlxek xoTen GblJio GPOCHTb UHMbl Ha3al, B KOP3HHY,
Ho 'ac omoGpsiouiec MaxHyJ pyKoii:

— JHa uto Th! Bepu ce6e! Korpa-nuGyabp Tebe sBHO
NoHano6aTCs 3TH WTYKH!

Jxek coMHeBajcsi B TOM, 4To B Guikaiiwee BpeMs
eMy MpHAeTCA peMOHTHPOBATb Jia3cplylo MyWKY, HO AeTa-
JIH Ha BCAKHH cayuait mosiokua B Kapmail. Ha noay Bans-
Jloch BCe GoJiblle HHCTPYMeHTOB. TeJsexxka yxe He MorJja
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exaThb manblue. J)kek octaHoBHICs. ['ac 03agayeHHO B3rs-
HYJl Ha Hero:

— JHanbure He mpoexaTh, — cKkasan Lltopm.

CTpesloK KHHYJI:

— Ja... ¥ Hac Bce 3aBaJieHO 0GopyAOBaHHEM.

OHH BepHyJHCb Hasaf. ByTcH cnycTHaach BHHM3 TakK
e 3¢ ¢eKTHO, KaK A0 3TOro Mmoausjach HaBepX.

— Bce B nmopsinke, — ckasana oHa. — §I cBfi3asnach co
cBOHM yesioBeKoM. Ho Tenepb MHe Hano nocmoTpeTb 6po-
HEKOCTIOM.

Jna Jkxexa 3To He GblJIO HEeOXHAAHHOCTbIO. OH OT-
KPblI KpHILIKY KOHTeHHepa. ¥ ByTcH mepexBaTHso Abixa-
HHE OT BOCXHIUEHHS:

= ¥ Hero Hacrtosiluye paocrexH! — KPHKHysla OHa B
panuoTtenedoH. Eif uto-To oTBeTHAH. ByTcH BHHMaTeJibHO
nocmoTtpena Ha J>keka M ckasana: — Xopouuio.

— Te6e nmoBepuaH, — KoGaBHJA OHA, MOBEPHYBLIHCh K
Ixkexy. U TyT Hauancs xowMap. Beepxy 3arpoxoTao.
3naHHe B3nporHyso. Ixek ctawua ByTtch BHH3. 'ac sak-
pHya:

— BoMGoBas araka!

CHapsabl 3a6apaGaHH/IH MO 3alUHTHBIM LIHTaM CKJIaja.
Brlio sicHO, YTO WIMTH KOJIro He BbiAepKaT. ByTcH oTkphl-
Jla JIIOK H TPOBOPHO clycTHJach B 6yHKep. JXKeK, NpOKJIH-
Hasl ITennca, cran o6nayatbcsi B GPOHEKOCTIOM.

Boyru yctpousics y Hero nop jonatkoi. O6euHo JxKek
He HajeBaJ GOTHHKH BHYTPb OpOHe0CIeXoB, HO ceHyac y
Hero He 6bl10 BbiGopa. OH pacKpbll KOMGHHE30H OT LUeH
[0 nosica, OGHaXHJI TOPC H 3aKpenHJ Ha HeM NaTYHKH.
MoxeT GbITh, OH H NepenyTaJl YTO-TO, HO eMy HeJb3sl GblJIO0
TepATb HH MHHYTHL. B 3ansicTbax KosbpHYJO. 3HaYHT, mep-
YaTKH OBbIIH 3apsKeHbl H rOTOBH K 6010. JXKeK HaKJIOHHJI-
csl ¥ MOAHAJ lJieM, HO TYT BBepXy pasfiajcsi B3pbiB. OroHn
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H IbIM NMpPOPBaJHCh CKBO3b MPOGHTYIO Kpbiwy. [ToAbeMHbIH
KpaH c rpoxoToM pyXHyJ BHH3. J[)KeK 3acTerHyJ IWJICM H
noaHsJ rososy. [To He6y NMosi3/NH TaJoOH3bl. 3aaHHe 3afpo-
)ano. Komanga Cxar6yTcoB HaHec/1a OTBeTHLIH yaap. Ap-
Maja mnpoJieTesa MHMO, HO CHCTeMa HaBOAKH MOKa3ana
JkeKy, 4TO K HMM MNpHOJMHXKAIOTCS ellle ABa TaJiOH3a.
JKkex BKJIOYHJ NPHLE/AbHYIO CeTKY. Bpsin sin on Mor c6HTB
cpasy nBa MCTpeGHTeslsl CBOMM OpPYXXHeM, M BCe XXe OHH
GLIIH CJIHIIKOM .CaMOYBepPeHHbl H LUIH Ha MajleHbKOH Bbl-
coTe.

Jkek nycTua paxeThl. Pazaancs B3pbiB. [bIM 1 OroHb
o6pylunauch Ha 3emMmo. OrpoMHbIi KYCOK KpbILIH IToJeTen
BHH3 npsamo Ha lltopma. KoHeuHo, ero 6poHekoCTIOM
BblIep>KHBaJ H He Takhe Harpy3ku. Ho Ha 3ToT pas waem
6L MJIOXO 3alleAKHYT. JIXek moTepssn paBHOBecHe H
ynaJ.



FnABA 12

daubep nmpHKajack K noJypaspylueHHoi creHe. Kame-
pbl OXpaHbl IaBHO AOJKHBI GLIIH 3aMeTHTDb ee, HO CHTHaJa
TpeBOrd He 6blno. Elue napy waros, H oHa 6yleT y UeJH.
daunbep 6sarogapHo Moryafqia nanblieM MajleHbKoe 3JeK-
TPOHHOe YCTPOMCTBO, KOTOpOe NMOMOIJIO eH NpoHTH ciofa
HesaMeueHHoH. KoHeuHo, o6opynoBanHe ITonuuun Mupa
6blI0 caMbIM COBpeMeHHBIM, HO YepHOMY pPbIHKY, KaK Bce-
rAa, yAaBaJOCh MATH Ha Luar Bhepen.

B aroii 6oM6apaHpoBKe 06BHHAJM 3eneHbix Py6a-
wek. Ho 3geck yto-To 6niio He Tak. CaMo MecTo 6bijio
BbIOpaHO Oajeko He cJaydyaiHo. K ToMy »xe, He npen-
NpHHUMaNOCh HH MaJefillel MOMLITKH AJS TOro, 4TOGH
OTPEeMOHTHPOBAaTb MJIH CHECTH MNOBpeXAEeHHYIO YacTb
3nauusa. CospnaBajioch BneyatieHHe, uto Ilenuc 6ourtes
K HeHl NpHKOCHYTbcS. B 3TOM Kphblje 3KaHHsi KOTAA-TO
pasmelnancsi YHHToH. DTo oH BMecte c¢ Ilenucom mpe-
pan peinapeit JJomuHHOHa Ha MuJjoce. HaBepHoe, ecan
66l OH O6bl1 )XHB, PaHO MJH MO3JHO OH CMeCTHJ Obl
[Menuca. Heoxunnanno dnubep mouyBCTBOBaja OCTPHIM
XOJIOLOK, MoA3ylHii no cnuHe. OHa fenana Bce, YTOOH
ee He 3aMeTHJIH B 3TOH KpoMellHOH TbMe. Kaxercs, ee
YYBCTBO OMAacHOCTH GblJIO HecKoJbKo mnpeyBeandeno. K
TOMY Xe, yeM foJjblue OHa 6yneT OCTaBaThCs 3[leCh,
TeM cKopee ee oGHapy»xaT. daubep caepikajia B3J0X H
THXO CKOJIb3HYJ1a K MPOXOAY.
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KomHaTa Gbisia B30opBaHa M3HYTPH M celyac HaroMH-
Haja MyCTYIo SIHUHYIO CKOpJYNKY. 34ech HHYero He ocTa-
Jock Uesoro. PacnnaBieHHble WHYPHL... JaMIMbl... KYCKH
KaKoro-To 3JICKTPOHHOro o6opynoBaHHs... Danbep cmop-
LHJIa 110C: 3A0POBO MaxJio ropeJioi njactMaccoi. Ecan 6wl
YuHTOH ocTajcsl )XUB Ha BHTHH, on noru6 6sl BO BpeMs
3Toit GoMGexKKH. danbep C YAOBOJLCTBHEM MoAyMana o
ToM, uTo JI)KeKy Bce-TakH yfajnoch noGefiHTb 3TOr0 CTpall-
Horo Bpara. XoTfl... YHHTOH 6bla He 6oJiee KaK ITOCJAYLIHBIM
cayro#t Ilenuca.

daunbep BBICKONBb3HYJa M3 KOMHATHl CBsI3H. Bce-Taku
YHHTOH 6Bl OYeHb CKPBLITHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, a 3HauHT...
3HAYHT, OH He cTaj Obl YCTaHaBJHBaTb KOMMbLIOTEpP CO
CBOHMH ¢ainamMu 3gecb. OCHOBHas YacTb Kphlia BCe-TaKH
yuenena. Checsio BepXHHe 3TaXKH, a MepBbIH 3TaXk MOUYTH
He mocTpapjaj. DsHbep nogoulia K KaKOH-TO ABepH H
nonpo6oBasa HabpaTb Koj Ha KoMnbloTepHOM 3aMke.' Bo
BCe CTOPOHbLI MoJieTeIH cHHHe HeKphl. OHa pe3ko OTAepHY-
Ja pyky. Kaxketcs, 3TOT 3aMOK Gbll1 OYeHb CNOXHBIM. OH
OTKpBIBAJICSl TOJIbKO Mocse HAeHTHGHKAUKWH PHCYHKa rJas-
Horo n6joka. dubep npeaBHaena sto. OHa NpHXBaTHAA C
coGoii rosorpaguueckHi CcHHMOK YHHTOHa. Ho mnouemy
TaKoM CJIOXKHBLIH 3aMOK HaXOQHTCA Ha ABEPSX 0GCaYKHBaA-
loutero nepcoHana? Danbep orasHyjsack. ITa KoMHaTa
pacrnioniaranach coBceM HeflajleKo OT KOMHaThl cBs3H. Ok-
py’Kaiolye BroJiiie MOIJIH cYecTb, YTO YHHTOH Hanpasisi-
eTcq Kak pa3 Tyaa. Jlo cMepTH YuHTOHa U 3Toi GomGap-
JAHPOBKH KOMHAaTa CBfiI3H CUHMTa/lach CBepXceKpeTHoii. Bo
BCSKOM clyuyae, OHa OblJa JOCTaTOYHO CeKpeTHOM sl
TOro, 4To6bl CKpLIBaTh PAAOM C co60H HacToaulyio HHop-
MaLMOHHYIO KJafoBYI0 YHHTOHa.

Ho mns Toro, uto6bl y6eaHTbCSA B MPABHALHOCTH 3THX
norafok, dan6ep HYXHo GbUIO OTKPHITb 3aMoK. A mnepen
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TeM, KaK HauyWHaTb Habop KO#OBLIX KOMOHHaUM, Hafo 6blIo
CKa3aTb KOHTpOJIbHOe cJloBo. HIHTepecHo, Kakoe >ke CJIOBO
MOIJIO CJIY>KHTb NaposieM Aas Yunrtona? Ono Bo/KHO 6blIO
ObLITb MaJieHbKHM, HAaCTOJbKO MasleHbKHM, YTOObl He BbI3bl-
BaTb y BO3MOXKHBIX NPOXOXKHX JIMIIHHX mogo3peHui. K Tomy
e, 3TO CJIOBO AOJDKHO ObLIO GbIThb AOCTAaTOYHO 3HAYalHM
ISt TOro, YTo6bl HHKTO CJyyaiHbIH He MOT NMPOH3HECTH ero
B 3TOM KopHope. DHGep BIHYNa NOPTATHBHBI NPOEKTOP H
3aKpemnuJa ero HanpoTHB OTBEPCTHsI BHAGOKaMepbl AJsl HAeH-
THHKaLUMHK Ty1a3Horo s6joka. HesloBeK, KOTOphIit mpecseno-
Bal ux c JIxkexoM MHOro JieT, Gbll HETepneanB, 3aMKHYT H
npoHuuaresneH. Ho 3Toro sHaHusi 6610 SIBHO HELOCTAaTOUHO
NSt TOro, yto6bl HAaHTH LWIMGP K 3BYKOBOMY 3aMKY.

daubep Morja Gkl PHCKHYTb M BbIHYTb 3aMOK, HO
KOMHaTa, cKopee Bcero, 6bl/1a 3aMHHHpoBaHa. M3 orpomuo-
ro KapmaHa JJyinGep BbITallMJa elle OAHO HeGoJbluoe yc-
TPOMCTBO M 3aKpemnuJja ero psuom c¢ nepssiM. Ha naockom
3KpaHe He OblJIO BUAHO HHKAKHX JBHXXEHHH BHYTPH HemnofA-
Jalolerocsi 3aMKa. '

— Yro-To He To... — mnpo6opMmoTana OHa H Mojyylie
HacTpoHJa roJiorpayHyeckHit NPoeKTop, MOTOM — NPHJIOXKHIA
LIeKY K XOJIORHOH MeTaJlJIH4eCKoii fBepH H cTasla AyMaTh, YTO
32 3BYK HJIH CJIOBO MOTYT OKa3aTbCSl KOHTPOJbHBIMH.

Yepea napy cekyHa DnnGep pesko BLINPAMHIIACE, YJIbiG-
HyJlach- H OBICTPO CKa3aja caMoe HeBeposiTHOe CJOBO,
KOTOpoe KOraa-aH60 MOXHO ObLJIO YCJblIaTb CPeH 3THX
CTeH.

Ha skpaHe mosiBuicsi curHan. YcTpoilcTBO pacnosHa-
BaHHSA IJ1asHoro sf6J0Ka cpa6oTano, NPHHAB H306paXkeHHe
¢ rojiorpagHyecKkoro npoexkTopa.

JBepr THXO oTBOpHJach. DaH6ep 6GbIcTpo cobGpaJa
o6opynoBaHHe, pasJioXHJa €ro no KapMaHaM H Hapena
TeMHble OYKH.
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KomnuloTepHoe o6opyaoBaliie 31ech GbII0 OYCHb C0XK-
HbIM. daubep yaviGuynach H cesa B Kpecsao. Haunnanach
HacToswas pa6orTa.

Daubep cKAOHHIACH 1Al KOMNLIOTCPOM H MOMbITaNacCh
HaWTH OOCTYNM K JudnubM GanaaM Yuntouna. Ilepsas no-
nbITKa 3aKoHYHJach Heyaadel. Kaxetcs, KTo-To 6JI0KHpO-
Ba/l MycK MmporpaMMmbl Ha ApyromM TepMHHane. Hasephoe,
ato caenan [lenuc uan Banacrep. Daubep morna 6wl mo-
MBITaTbCSl BKJAIOYHTHL NMPOrpaMMy, HO 3TO 6biJIO AOBOJBHO-
TaKH OMacHo: B JI06y10 MHHYTY MoOrjia cpa6oTaTb CHIHaJH-
3aums. - Buaumo, Hago 6bLIJIO NMPOKOHCYNLTHPOBATHCS Y
KOe-KaKHX CMELHAJHCTOB U BEPHYTbCS CIOAA- CHOBA.

[Mpo6upasick Hazap no xopipopy, dauGep MovyBCTBO-
BaJia-4yeH-To B3rasag M octaHoBHaack. Ona nocMoTpena na
NpoJioM B pa3pylucHHON CTeHe, OXKHAast YBHAeTb TaM Bau-
nosepa Banactepa, Ho TpeBora Gulna soxHoil. danbep
obJieryeHio B3A0XHY/a H yBepeliHO NowJa No ABOPLOBOMY
ABopy. DTH MecTa oHa 3Haja Xopoluo. 3aech TelleKaMephl
oXpaHbl GbIJIH i He cTpawHbl. TpH wWara BNpaBo, NpLiXKOK
BJIEBO, H OMSATb — TPH luara BJeBO, NPbI)KOK Bnpaso. B
o6lIEM-TO, He TaKOH Y)X M 3aMbICJOBAaThIi PHCYHOK...

Aaubep CTpalWHO Nepenyranach, KOraa Ybf-TO TaxKe-
Jlast pyka Jeria Ha ee nse4o. Ona orasnynach H yBuiena
nepef coboil orpoMHoe KocMaToe uyfoBHuic. daHbep e
ycnena Kak clefyeT paccMOTpeTb, KTO 3TO, 110 Pe3KHH
3anax, HCXOMSIWHM OT CyluecTsa, Nnoickasan ed oTeeT. D10
6611 Kpok. Musoceu. Komanaup poiuapeit JomiHHOHA.
Mapnonertka TpaknaHckoii Jlurn. OcTpbiii MycKycHbIi 3anax
MelBeAs pasgpaxkas riaasa. dnubep oTBepHyJach H CMax-
Hyna chesy.

- §l myman, 3To KaKoit-To.pop! — npopuivan Kpok,
onyckasi TsxKeaylo Jjany c ee nseda — Yrto BHl 3gech
Jenaete, rocrnoxa Daubep?
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OH nopouwen K Helf coBceM 6/IH3KO, H Cro MYCKYCHbIIi
3anax OoMnATb YAapHJ B JHLO. .

— D10 oueHb onacHo, nogpyra llltopma. Beab oun
MOBCIOAY HILYT Te6sl.

— {1 3ualo, — oTBeTHJa DaubGep HanpsXKeHHO

Munoceu NMoTsHYJ HocoMm Bo3ayX. OHa moHsna, yTo
ceiiyac OH YC/BIUMT 3amax AbIMa H rapH B ee BoJocax
Kpok oTnpsinys B CTOpPOHY:

— UTo Bbl fleslald BO B30OPBaHHOM Kpblie?

— IlycTHTe MeHs, KOMaHAHpP! — OHa HakKJOHHJAch B
CTOPOHY H TNpPHTrOTOBHJIaCh GexaTb.

Kpok nokxauan roJioBoii:

— Her. ITogoxanute. MHe Hago HeMHOro noaymarhb.

Opyxus y dnnbep He 6bis10. CoBalafaTh C STHM OrpoM-
HbIM MHJIOCLIEM OHa HHKaK He MorJa. Eit octaBanoch To/b-
KO coXKajleTb O MOTepsIHHOH el0 CMOoCOGHOCTH YOHBaTh €
NIOMOLIBIO MBICJIH.

JloxMaTblli MHJIOCel, CHOBAa CXBaTHJ e¢ 3a IJeyo:

— Tocaywaiite, dnubep, s uyio cepaueM, uyro Jxek
xuB! A ellle 1 nonKMalo, uYTO ceiyac Bbl paboTaeTe Ha
Hero, — OH B3JOXHYJ H NOCMOTpes Ha pO30BHIii “ABOpeL
Ienuca: — { xenalo BaM yaau, Mucc. Bel Jo/mKHB 6bITh
O4YeHb OCTOPOXHBI. MHe 3lech He 0BepSIOT, H NO3TOMY 1
He MOry rnoMoub BaM HHuYeM, KpoMe mnoxkenaHud. — OH
pasBepHYJ ee H MOATOJNKHYJ B CTOPOHY Jieca. — YAauyHOH
oxoThi!



FANABA 13

JKeK ouHyscsl OT pe3KoH 6osaM B ropje H Jerkux.
Bosnyx ¢ xpunom BeipbiBasicsi H3 pBaHoi paHbl. OH HHYero’
He BHaen oT cje3. M Bce-Taku oH 6bla XKHB
" JIDKeK MJIOTHO COMKHYJl BeKH, a NMOTOM Pa3sOMKHYJ HX
BHOBb. Bokpyr Hero 6blio MHOro AblMa W MHOrO OTrHS
PackaneHHblli MeTaJsl Bce elle KpacHes B TeMHoTe Bok-
PYT CALILIANHCL CTOHBI M KPHKH, NaXJIO XKeHoit niaacTMmac:
coif. JI)KeK HaKJIOHHJ TOJIOBY, HallleJi MHTbeBOH COCOK H
cpesial HeGobLIOH IIOTOK Boabl. B ropJie ropeso. OH ele
pas rnotnya. CTano HeMmHOro Jerye.

ek nexkan Ha CHHe H MbITaJICS OULYTHTb CBOE TeJslo
Horn 3anemenn. OH 3Ha/m, 4TO 3TO NPOH3OLNIO H3-3a
GOTHHOK, KOTOpble OH He ycneJs cHATb. Illnem Gbia copBaH
MoxeT 6biTb, OH Jexan TAe-To psagoM. JxkeKky oueHb
XoTeJsioch, YTOGHI lUJeM 3aMeTHJIH Mapofepbl. BeposiTHo,
3TH TBapH Yxe BOBCIO MOJI3aJH 10 3aBOAY.

JI>)KeK 3aKpblJl I1asa H cTaja MONHTb Bora, uto6bl 604b
XOTb HEMHOXeYKO YTHXJa.

«Bocc!l» — ycaviwan on rosoc Boyru. LltopM monsa,
YTO MSITKOH MOAYLIKOH NMOA ero paHoH Gbl KaK pa3 OH.

— Twl paneH, Boyru? — cnpocua Ixek.

«Her, — oTseTus TOoT. — { ronomes.

Boyru poc odeHb 6bicTpo. [/ pereHepauHu emy pe
60BaoCh MHOTO COJIHEYHOro cBeTa. B 06BbIYHBIX YCJIOBHSX,
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KOraga uvieM ¢ cofiHednoli 6atapeck Gbia lla MecTe, npo-
6seM He Bo3HHKaJso. A ceiivac Boyru, ckopee ncero, 6pan
sHeprHio y Ixeka. LLTopm 3akpbla rnasa v onsuTh YCJbl-
wan pasobHiKeHHBLIH rosoc 6epcepkepa:

«§1 o4eHb roJIofeH, Thl CAbIWHIWE, Gocc?»

Y J»eKka cBeJIO XXHBOT.

— 41 toxe, Boyru! — Tosbko 1 Mor ckasatb on. llgem
oTcyTcTBoBaJ. O TOM, UTO MPOHCXOAMT € CaMHM Gpolieko-
cTioMoM, J>XXeK He 3HaJ.

— Y Hac elle ecTb 3Heprusi? — CMpPOCHJ OH.

H3-3a noJioMKH HJIH KOPOTKOro 3aMbIKaliHs BMOJHE
Mor/ia NpoH30HTH yTeuka. Bnpouem, ropesoit npoboakoi
BHYTpH 6poHeKocTIioma lie naxJjo. Boyru moauan. Hasep-
Hoe, OH OMNATb MOYYBCTBOBAJ TCMJAOTY H BKYC KpDOBH
Hxeka.

M Bce-taku Hapo 6bl0 y3HaTb, CKOJNBLKO Y Hero
ocTtajsoch sHepruu. Jlxkek monbiTajncs cornyTbh pyky, Ho
TyT xe 3amep. Onl ycJablwiaja, YTO KTO-TO COBCEM PSIAOM
¢ HMM npobupaeTcsi B TemMHOoTe. B nanbHem yray uexa
BCNLIXHYJ sipkui cpeT. JlBa ycJsioBeka ymopHo LWapHJH
BOKPYT.

— §I ropopio Tebe, uTO BHAEJ, KaK ol HameBas 6polic-
KOCTIOM, — CKa3aJsl OAHH.

— Ecan oH MepTB, HaM Xe Jyyllle, — OTBeTHJ BTOPOH.

C nyuwepasaupaioliM CKpeXxeToM O6pYLIHJAch Kyua
o6J0MKoB. B Bo3ayx nogHsaHch cH3sbie KAy6bl nblin. JDHKek
3aMopraJ H nonsitajcs BcTaThb. [IpaByio Hory cBeJso. JIxkek
TaK H He ycJ/blliaJ Hayana cjedyiouied ¢pasbl, KOTOPYIO
He3HaKoMel CKasajJl CBOeMY NapTHepy:

..... OCBeTH 3/eCh.

— 3aTKHHCb H NpofoJKal HCKaTb, — OTBETHJ BTOPOH.
— OH 6bla1 coBceM psAOM cO BXoAHONH ABepblo. — SpKui
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CHOM cBeTa npopesan TeMHoTy. — [locMOTpH, 3TO Bce, UTO
OCTaJIoCh OT ABEpH.

I'opa 0610MKOB Kautlysach H pacceinanach. Belio cabiw-
HO, KaKk GoJbLIHe KYCKH WITYKaTypkd MajaloT Ha MoJ.
Paspancsa kpuk. Jlyu nporHysn M Hcuyes. .

— Poait, rae ThI? — KpHKHYJ He3HaKoMeLl.

IMocablanuch, pyraHb M CTOH.

— ®y! Uyte He npopanuicsa! ITopait MHe pyky! A
notepsn (hoHapb.

KTto-To TpeTHH KPHKHYJ H3 TEMHOTHI:

— T'me noabeMHHK?

JIBOe HeH3BECTHBIX MO-MpexXHeMy 3aHHMaJHCb CBO-
HM [eJIOM H He o6pallajH HH MaJjeilllero BHHMaHHA Ha

KOMaHAy.
JIKeK cTHCHy. 3y6bl H elle pa3 nonpo6oBal COrHYThb

HOTH.

— I'me npoxekrop?

Tosloc ¢ CHABLHBLIM aKUEHTOM OTBETHJ:

— Jla 4yepT ¢ HHM, ¢ 3THM npoxektopoM. O6JoMKH
oyeHb ocTpble. MoXHO 3a0poBo mope3aTb pyKy. HaBai
HaliieM 6poHeKOCTIOM M 6GyldeM CMaThiBaThbCf OTCIOAa.

— Ckopee Bcero, oH norpe6eH nof aTHMH 0GJIOMKaMH.

— Hy, Torma HauuMHal Konartk...

CosceM psagoM ¢ J[)KeKOM MOCJIbILIA/NCS TOMOT HOT.

— Hnu ciopa! 1 nam Tebe pyky! Byab npokasit stoT
npoxekTtop! 3aech pa6oTaThb He Jyulle, YeM Ha TeMHOMH
CTOpOHE JIYHHI.

JKeK ToTyac XKe y3Han rojioc Pas.

— Iocaywai, MHe KaxeTcsl, YTO 5 CJbILY CTOH... DTO
KyuHcu...

— 3abyab 31y o6e3bsHy! Tel co MHOH, TaK NOMHH Xe
06 aTom!
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— Jla, HO BmosiHe MoOXeT GbITb, YTO OHH TOXKE XOTAT
ero BbITALHTD.

[Mocasiwanace Kakas-to Bosns. YenoBek C akueHTOM
NpoH3Hec:

— He 3a6niBaii, Thl Kpenko NMoBsA3aH cO MHOH A MHe
HY>eH 3ToT GpoHekocTiom!

— INocaywa#, Kacnep, ecan Tol 3To caenaews, Bytcu
nopseT ¢ ToGok!

— 3abyab ee, napeHb. Y MeHsl ecTb CBoe feJslo, H TaM
Thl MOJY4HWb ropasgo GoJblie AeHer, YeM 3eCh.

C NpOTHBOMOJIOXXHOH CTOPOHH MycopHoi KyuH Jlxkek
ycauwan ward. KTo-To k HeMy Kapa6kaJjcs. Jl)xek nosep-
HYJICA M MOMBITAJCH COCPeAOTOuHTbcA. Meskasi KpoliKa
nochinanach CBepXy. Ha JHUO. SIPKHil Jyy cBeTa OC/lenus
ero J>kex oTBepHyJcs.

— Yeprt 3naeT uto! OH Bce ele xuB! — ckasana rosoc
H3 TEMHOTH

— Torna nepepexkb eMy ropJio H Tal4 ero cioga

— Kacnep, oH 3popoBo 3aBajeH. Ero 6ymer Henerko’
BbITALIHTD.

B pasroBop BMeluajicsl KTO-TO TPeTHH:

— Hy yx Hert, pe6ata. Bul ero He nosyuute.

JlBoe M3 roBOpPHBIUMX SIBHO CUEMHJAHCb B Apake. B
anuo Jxeka GpHI3HYJIO 4eM-TO MOKPLIM. 3anaxJio KpoBblo.
CoBceM psiloM KTO-TO 3aBOMHJ OT GOJIM:

— Kapaya! MauTte ckopee ciona! Mena sapesanu! Meus
3apesanh!

— Hu c Mecra! 3To Mb Hawau ero nepsbim!

— Ja Her, 3To 1 HaiueJs ero nepenM. Kakas ray6okas
paHa! -MoxeT GbiTb, Bbl Jyulle 3afiMeTeCh 3THM?

Kto-to, kaxketca Kacnep, oTBeTHs:

— Cefluac Mbl yXOQMM, HO Mbl ellle BePHeMCf, CJbl-
WHLB?
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— §I He coMHeBalOCb, — KPHKHYJ TpeTHH. — TBo# apyr
BHIIISAUT HecKosbKo GJeano. OH moTepsil MHOrO KpOBH,
TaK YTO BaM Jiyyllle MOCMEeUIHTh.

JlBoe TOpOMJMBO 3aKOBBLIIANIH K BbIXoRy. TpeTHit BKJIO-
YHJI KapMaHHbIi ¢GOHapHUK H ocBeTHJ WM cebs H JDKeka:

— JaBaii MocMOTPHM, Kak HaM Jydyille BHITAlLHTb Te6s
oTcional— ckasan oH. ¥ Hero 6buUlo CTpaHHOe, COBCeM He
yeJjioBeyecKoe JIHLO.



FAABA 104

— 1 oueHb KOBOJIeH TeM 06GCTOATENLCTBOM, YTO CJAY-
XH O TBoel cMepTH OLIIM 340POBO NMpeyBesHYeHbl, = C
IOMOpPOM CcKasaja BoJiocaTasi MopAa. — XOTs, HaCKOJIbKO
A MOHHMalo, Thl monan B GoJbluiylo Gepy. Bnpouem, s
clle NMOMHIO, KaK ORHaMAbl Thl OGPYWHJ Ha cebsi Leayio
,lam6y. IToueMy-To 3TO coBceM He MOXOAHJIO Ha cCaMo-
y6uHcTBO.

Jkex Hayan npuxoguTb B cebs. OH KawasHya H
ckasan ¢uulepy’

— Tul cam BHITaWHWb MeHsl OTCIOAA, HJAH OyAellb
XAaTb KOro-Hu6ynb euue?

Ckan nyxaBo yXMBLIbHYJICS:

— Bo3aMoxHO, 51 MOROXKAY Ty O4APOBaTeJbHYIO XEH-
wnHy B Heft uto-To Takoe ccTh.. OHa BoaHyeT paxe
MOI0 (HlIEpPCKYIO KPOBb... XOTSl i COMHEBAIOCh B LieJie-
co06pa3sHOCTH GJIH30CTH MeXAy MHoil u elo. Her, Benn-
KHH BOHH, 51 HaX0XYCb 3lecb H3-3a Te6a. f -Mckan Tebs
oueHb AOJTO

— Hckan? Ho kak e Tbl MeHsl Hawea? — yAHBHJCS
JTxek

CkaJsl croxoMHO MoXaJ MuleyaMH:

— Tyman-Hag-Bomoi nocnana Mensa 3a To6oi. OHa
cKasaJsla cTapefllHHaM, 4TO CIYXH O TBOGH CMepTH HeBep-
Hbl, H AajJa MHe BOT 3T0, — HlUep TNoKasan LKeKy
OKpOBaBJIEHHbH HOX. DTOT HOX Obl1 TOYHOH KomHeH ero
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co6CTBEHHOr0 HOXa, TOro, KOTOPbIH HECKOJIBKO JIeT Hasaj
nofapHaH emy (HLIepbI.

— 3t0 6bl0 AaBHO. OyeHb AaBHO, — CKasaj OH. —
JHa... 1o 6bis0 maBHo... Ero apyr KaBuH 6bu1 Torga ewe
»kHuB. M rnaBa cekpeTHOH NMOJHUHH YHHTOH — TOXe.

— A Tenepn gaBaf BbIGHpaTbCSl OTCIOAA, — OTPBIBHC-
THIM JIalOIUHMM cMeXoM 3acMmesiicst CkaJ.

— ODHepruH'Ha TO, uTOGHL! BbIJIE3TH OTCIOA3, Y MeHs
XBaTHT, HO sI OMacaiocb HoBoro o6BaJja, — MOAyMaB, OTBe-
THA JKek.

— Ioiiny nocMoTpio Bokpyr, — ckasan Ckan H oTolues
B CTOpPOHy. Uepe3 napy MHHYT OH CHOBa 3aXOXOTaj H3
TemHoThl: — Oro! JIxkek! {1 Haulen TBoH wIeM!

— Xopotuo. 3abepu ero ¢ co6o#, — orBeTHs lllTopMm.

Joxek nousin, uto CKaj mpHiles cloaa He CaydaidHo.
BuanMo, YTO-TO Cy4HIOCh Ha flasleKol MmyiaHeTe MHCTBabA.
OH B3IOXHYJ H OTHajl KOMaHLy GpoHeKocTioMy. ThicauH
06JIOMKOB COAPOTHYJIHCb H TOMOJI3/JH B CTOPOHHI.

% % %
— C peHbraMu AJsi npoesfia y Hac HeT HHKaKHX
npo6seM, — ckasan CkajJl H CKJOHHJCH Hall KpPYXKOi

nuBa. — Y MeHs ecTb ¢ co6oif MeTaJJHYeCKHe YellyHKH
H3 nawel pekH. HackosbKo f1 3Halo, JIOOH OYeHb HX
LeHAT.

JIKeK yabl6HYJCS H onycTHA KpyXKy. OH BHges, Kak
Ckas onylaunBaji NHBO H efy 30JIOTHIM CaMOPOAKOM.

— §I y6epy TBOH KollueJleK Mojajblle OT YYXKHX IJas.
Ha BuKTOp-TpH NMOJHO BCAYECKHX rOJIOBOpE3OB.

— DTO CKa3aHO 3HAIOLIHM YeJOBEKOM, — npo6opmoTan
¢Hwep H cpesan 6oJbuLIOK TJIOTOK. Kaxercsa, B stom
rpssHoM, 3anjeBaHHOM 6ape Ckasl yyBcTBoBaJl cebsi Kak
noMma.



— Hy, 1 kaxoii BHA TpaHcnopTa HaM notpe6yerca? —
JIxkeK ocTopoxKiio mnoulcBeNMJgs B Kpecae. 3auemeBuine
MbILILbI SIBHO TOBOPHJIH O TOM, YTO K YTPY OH NMpPCBPaTHTCA
B crJowWoN cHHAK. SWHK ¢ 6poleKOCTIOMOM CTOS/1 PAAOM
co Lltopmont.

Cwmeioweecsi nuuo Ckana npotpesseno. OH onycTHA
6poBH M moTepe6HJ Janoi ychl:

— §1 xouy HaliTH caMmbli JYYWHH M caMblii GBICTPLIN
Kopabsnb no MucTBanbaa. BpemeHu Maso, H coBceM He
HY>XHO TPaTHTb ero 3ps.

— Ha ato nyTewecTtsHe notpe6GyeTcs HefeaH ABe, H TO
TOJILKO B TOM ciyyae, ecnn y te6a Kapcap uau TajoH. A
BOEHHbIH KOpabab Mbl [OCTATb He cMoXeM. — BoeHHbIH
Kopabab coBceM He moaxoaua JDKeky, HO OH He xoTeJ,
yTo6bl 06 3TOM jgorapancst Ckan. — K Tomy ke He ucKilo-
yeHo, 4To Hac 6yayT nomxHaaTb. CKaXKH, KTO 3aXOAMT B
Balll CeKTop?

~ Toabko ToproBble H NHpaTcKHe Kopabau, — OTBETHJ
Ckan.

— C ToproBuaMH MoXHO GyneT croBopuTbesl 3a Geclle-
HOK, 0COGCHHO eC/IH OHH TAHYT 3a cobolo 6apxu. Hy, a y
NHpaToB GHJACT KYNMHTb TPYAHOBATO...

Ckan o61I)KeHHO OMYCTHJ JIOXMaTyio MOpAY:

— Tw cMmeewbess Hago MHoH, JXxek...

- Her, B camom pene nert, — ycnoxoua ero llrtopm.
— Pacckaxyu Mue, YTo 3TO 3a MapHH M B yem npobiaema?
OH HeMHOro NMofoXK/AaJ K B3l U3 aBTOMaTa HOBYIO 6YThlJ-
Ky nuBa. Ckan nocacpoBan ero npumepy. — 1 3Halo, uTo
3TO BaXKHo, — oGoppsioule ckasan [kek. Beap HHaye Thl
He MOKHHYJ Obl CBOIO MJIaHETY.

— Ecau 6bt Mul 3nanu, IIKeK, KTo OoHH! = B3ROXHYA
¢uwep. — HeT, Mbi 3TOro He 3naeM. LlInHoHbl, KOTOPBIX Mbl
nocjaau BcJel 32 HHMH, GbUIM HaHAeHb MEpPTBLIMH. —
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Ckan cokpyuleHHo 3amonuvan. Ero uepiible rnasa BaakHo
6nectenn. — OHM 3apa3uH nouBy. DTo 3apaxkeHHe pacTeT
Ha rjasax, H Mbl HHYEM He MOXXeM ero oCTaHOBHTb. Mbl He
3HaeM, YTO MM HYXHO. Ecau HM HyXHa Hawla nsaHera,
nouyeMy OHM Tak He6peXXHO K Hell OTHocaTcsi? Moxer
6LITb, OHH XOTAT HMCMNOJMb30BaThb Hac Kak TPaMMJIHH AAf
AOCTHXEHHS KaKHX-TO CBOHMX LeJieii?

Jokek ToTuyac >e 3a6bl1 Npo MHBO M Mpo 3akycky. [To
ero CrnHHe MpoOMos3s XoJIoAOK.

— TlMocaywari... — OH HanpsiXeHHO HaKAOHHWJCH Bre-
peA, — a 3TOo cAy4yaHHO He TpaKu?
) — Her... — nokauan ronosoit Ckan. — Hackoabko s

3naio, oHH — noaH. TakHe XKe, Kak Thl.

JDXeK BCMIOMMHA BpeMsi, TpoBeieHHOe HM Ha Mu-
CTBajble, H CNOCOGHOCTb (HLIEPCKHX CTapeHlHH ynpas-
JSITb MOrofoil M CnpocHA:

— CoBeT yXe nbiTajcs COrHaTb HX AOXAeM?

CKanl KHBHYJ:

— Ha. Ho sto GecnosnesHo. Oun npocto nepe6panuch
Ha BO3BbILIEHHOCTb. A MATHO... MATHO paclHpseTes Aab-
we. Mol Hapoa He MOXeT CMPaBHUTLCA € 3TOH HanmacTblo,
TIO3TOMY MeHSI H Mocsanu 3a ToGoH.

Kaxercs, ¢Hiepn feHCTBHTEIbHO GblH B 6e3BbIXOJ-
HoM noJaoxkenuH. Korga-to J>keky RpHIUIOCH CpaXcaTbCs
BMmecTe co CkasoM B HX rpa)kaanckon poitiie. On 3Haa, yto
pasyMHble BbIAPbI CMeJbl M M306peTaTeabHbl. BeposiTHo,
OHH HafleanHcb Ha GponexocTioM HITopma.

— Xopowo, — nogyMaB, cka3an J)kek. — Mul ¢ To6oi
nofigeM TyAa, U S MOCMOTPIO, YTO MOXHO ChesaTh.

Cxan BOMPOCHTeNbHO MOCMOTpPeN Ha Hero:

— MHe KaxkeTcsl, 4TO i OTPHIBal0 Te6sl OT KaKHX-TO
BaXXKHBIX fleI... ‘

— Huuero, — cxasan J[xeK, — 5To MOXeT MOAOXKAATH.
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Ckan ono6pm'e.nbno eBeJibHYJl KOHYHKOM XBOCTa:

— §1 ckJIoHSIIOCh Nepef TBOeH MyApPOCThIO U 6JaroAapio
Te6sl 3a 3TO pelleHHe.

JKeK yJabIGHYJCS M MOAHAI KPYXKY:

— B TaxkoM cayuae BbinbeM! 3aBTpa yTpOM OTKpoeT-
csl KOCMOMOPT, M Mbl MOCMOTPHM, eCcTb JIH TaM uTO-
HU6ynb noaxoasitiee. A cerogHs MHe Hafo KaK clefyeT
oTocnarbcsl.

CkaJji 3aX0X0Tajl H TOPXKECTBEHHO TMOAHAJ KPYXKY.

* % %

Jloconbckuit kopa6ab JloMHHHOHA GbUI FOTOB K MNpH-
eMy maccaxupoB Ha 6opT. JUKeKy yAanoch nonacTb Ha
TeppHTOpHIo JIOMHHHOHa BCero ABa pa3a B XXH3HH, H 06a
pasa GblM cBsisaHbl ¢ noceuweHHeM KoHrpecca. Dan6Gep
MHOro pas roBopuJja J)KeKy, YTo npeacTaBHTeNH JJOMHHH-
OHa C [APYrHMH JIOABMH CXOAATCA MJoxo. BepHee, oHH
BHIST B HHX JIHWb TO, YTO XOTAT YBHAETb.

[ToMOLIHHK noc/a W MHJIOT He NpPOSBHAM K JXKeKy H
Ckasy poBHBIM CYeTOM HHKakoro HHTepeca. OHH NOHSIH,
4YTO Y HMX JOCTAaTOYHO 30J10Ta /ISl TOro, YTOObl OMJIATHTHL
npoe3l, H YCMOKOHAHCD.

— Mbpl ¢ ToGoH He cTaHeM NOrpyXaThcsi B XOJIOA-
Hbll coH, — cKasan Ckany Jxek. PuHuiep nocayuHo
KHMBHYJIL

IToxanyi, aToT Kopabab He ycTymajl B CKOPOCTH
BOEHHOMY Kopa6Jilo. BMecTo morpykeHHss B XOJIOAHBIH
coH JI)KeKy NPefJIOXKHJH 3aHATbCA KOe-KaKHM MeJIKHM
peMoHTOM. KpHOreHHbIX YCTaHOBOK AJs ¢HILUepOB Ha
KopabJie He 6bl1o, Tak uTto CKasl ToXe H36exasl 3TOro
COMHHTeJbHOro ynoBoJbcTBHSA. Kopa6ab 6bl1 B OTJIHY-
HOM COCTOSIHMH, nmoatoMmy HH Jlxkexy, Hu Ckany ocoGeH-
HO MHoro pa6oTaTh He npHuaoch. Ilepeser o6elwad
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6bITh NOBOJIbHO-TAKH CKyuHbiM. CkaJ MoAyMasa u 3aHsJ-
csi MPUIrOTOBJACHHCM KapT paiioHa, NPHJEraoouero K 3eM-
JSIHOH paHe, — OHHM Morau npuroautbes Ixeky. [Totom
OHH OOGCYAMJIH pasnuuHble BapHaHTH HabalodeHHs 3a
pparom. CkaJl 6osicst, UTO HX TMOCTHTHET Ta XXe y4acTb,
KOTopast MOCTHIJ1a X pa3BefYHKOB

— A uto, ecau... — npo6opmotan CKaJ, fepHYB CBOHM
TSXKCEJBbIM MYLIHCTBIM XBOCTOM, — YTO, GCJH BCe-TakH 3TO
GbI/IM He JIIOAH...

— Koxe#t noxpbiTel? — HacMmewsinBo cnpocun J[Dkek.

— Ia, — c yaHBjieHHeM OTBeTHJ dHuuIep.

Jxek ycTano notep J106. Y ¢HuepoB ObI OueHh
KPaCHBBIH MeX, TaK UTO MHpaThl WIH elle KTO-TO, 06HTaIO-
WHH Ha nJiaHeTe, He MOIJIH YMYCTHTb 3TOro M3 BHAY. DTa
Mblcab He AaBafia Jkeky noxos.

* % %

Jxeka Mmyuusaa 6Gecconnuua. OH BcTaa, omedcs H
pellHs OTHeCcTH sWHK ¢ Boyru B coaspuii. B cosnspun
HITopM OCTOPOXHO OTKPHIN KPHILIKY KoHTeliHepa. BpoHe-
KOCTIOM KymaJicsl B Jy4yaX HCKyccTBeHHOro cosnua. Boyru
nes oT pajocCTH.

Ckan nawen >xeka B consipii. Puiep HaTAHYA Ha
CBOIO TOJIOBY LiJeM, NbITasich XOTb KaK-TO 3allHTHTLCH
OT SIPKOrO HCKYCCTBEHHOTO CcBeTa, W ceJ pALOM CO
Ultopmom.

" — Hac npeaynpeauas, uTo X Hayany ciefyoliei cMe-
HBl Mbl BOMAEM B 30HY HedopMauuii.

Jxek knBHys. OH NMOHSAJ, YTO K TOMY BpeMeHH coJifl-
pHil 06s3aTeJbHO 3aKpolOT. A Begb HM oOCTajoch elle
nosioBHHa nyTH... CKaa fiepraj-yCHKaMH H HIOXall 3K30TH-
yecKHe 3ejieHble pacTeHHsi. OH fIBHO HacaaXiaJjca 3peJi-
eM caja. Kaxercs, eMy ouyeHb XoTesaoch foMod. Onu
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TOMOJIYAJIH HeCKOJbKO MHHYT, NMOTOM ¢HLIep OCTOPOXHO
CIIPOCHJ:

— JI>XXeK, Tl y3HaJj, KTO >XHBeT B TBoeM GpoHekoc-
Tiome?

JIxkeK KHBHYJI:

- Ha.

CKaJl NpoJOJIXKHIL:

— Bckope nocsie TBoero otnesga TyMaH-Ha-Boge pac-
ckasana MHe 06 aToM. OHa cKa3ana, UTO 3TOT AYX >XKHBeT
BO TUJIOTH, KaK JIeTEHHIIl BO upeBe.

— f Toxe Tak Aaymalo.. — JlKek CHfl pyKy ¢
KpHIWKHK sivka. — Ho KTo oH Ha caMoM jpese — s He
3Hal0 [0 CHX MOp.

— A pa3Be OH He M3 BalIKX? — YAUBJIEHHO CNPOCHJ
Ckau.

IlITopM oTpHLATeJbHO NMOKayasa roJioBOH:

— Het. MHe He mpHXogHJoCh BCTPeYaTbCst HH C yYeM
noo6HbIM. KT0-To oA6poCHa ero B Moit KOCTIOM Ha MuJoce.

— 4 cabiwan o6 stod nsaHere, — KWBHyn Ckan. —
Benb cefiyac 3To nmiiaHeTa NeckoB, He Tak JH?

— Ha, — oteBetun IIxek.

CKaJl cepiHTO MaXHYJ XBOCTOM:

— IlpocTH. { He XoTen MewaTh Tebe, JDKek.

— A TH MHe M He momewan. Bce 3To 6bIO OYeHb
nasHo. Torpa s cpakancs Ha Mujoce. Musocusl Mano
BEPHJH B TO, YTO Mbl no6efuM TpakoB. ¥ HHX Obuin
OrpoMHble XHIUHble siliephl-GepcepKepbl. [Touemy-To MHu-
JIOCLIbl PELUHJIH, YTO 3TH SLIEPHUBI CMPaBATCS C TpPaKaMH
ropasjio Jyuuie, yeM puitiapH. OHH 3apa3uin Hawy GpoHe-
KOCTIOMBI... MBI CJIHILUKOM MO3MHO OGHapyXHJH 3To. A
GepcepKepnl... Bepcepkeprl cHauana NMpoHHKanu B Haluy
KPOBEHOCHYIO CHCTeMY, a TOTOM BhIpacTajH H MpOrjaThiBa-
nY Hac LeJHKOM. IToTOM OHM B3JiaMbiBaJH GPOHEKOCTIOM
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H3HYTpPH, TakK, Kak 6yaTo 3To Gbl1a siMYHAs ckopJayna, H
BbIpBIBAJIHCb HApYXKY, BOT TOoraa HX MOXHO 6blJ10 BHOETbh...

Jxex 3amosuaj, BCMOMHHB 3TO Yy)XKacHoe 3peJHlle:
psooM c ToGol 6polleKOCTIOM TOBapHlla Tpellaa W pa3Ba-
JIHBAJICSl Ha YacTH, M OTTY[a BbIPbIBAJCS OFPOMHBIN fLUEp.

— Bor Tak. Bepcepkepbl 614 6e3MO3r/ILIMH TBapsiMH,
Mo CyTH — MallHHaMH-y6HHuaMH, HO daxe HM He YAaJoCh
cnacth Munoc.

— UM Tl mogymas, 4TO 3TO CyWlecTBO — TaKoe Xe?

- Il’a, BO BCSKOM cCJy4yae, YeM-TO OH MOXO0O>XX Ha HHX.
f1 He 3HaIO, KaK AOJrO 1 ellle CMOTY HOCHTb CBOHW JOCMexH.
Buauws, ceffyac oH morJoulaeT cCBeT, H 3TOro eMy JocTa-
TOYHO. A NOTOM... NOTOM BCe MOXET H3MEHHTbCS.

— Ho Baluu oTHoUIEHHS OuYeHb MOXOXH Ha Apyx6y.
4yyBCTBYIO, YTO OH BO MHOroM Tebe nomoraer.

— Ha. 3T1o tak. OH yMeeT Koe-uTo fes1aTb, H NIOTOM —
y Hero ecTb pasyM. Huoraa s cabiy ero. A koraa mHe
OYeHb TSXKeJNO, OH AENHTCS CO. MHOH CBOMM BOHHCTBEHHBIM
LYXOM.

Ckan yJabi6Hyscs:

— Hy uTto x. 3To oueHb noJe3Has Apyxb6a..

Kopa6ab Bbilen H3 30HH JedopMalMH H Mepellen B
PeXXHM TOPMOJXKEHHS.

CHla NpHTAXKEeHHSl Ppe3KOo YBeJHYHJach H MNpHKaia
Ixeka k kpoBaTH. Ckas 3acToHas.

= [Hepxucs, apyxok! — ckasan emy Ixexk.

— He HyxHo 6bl0 NUTh cToAbKO NKBa!l — »xano6Ho
npocToHal ¢Huiuep.
— Her, HeT, cefiyac He Bpems GojeTb, — CTpoOro

otBeTHa JXKek.
— Ax, ek, — onatb 3acToHaa Ckajn. — Mul c/HIWIKOM

ponro 6blaH BMecTe — a1 H TH. CeHyac TH roBOpHLUIb TOYHO
TaK Xe, KakK 1.
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— Hy, s, KaxeTcsi, Bce-TakH He nepenun nusa. — On
Jler Ha CMHHY M TYT >Ke NMOYYBCTBOBaJ, UTO TOPMOXEHHe
Kopabusist Bo3pociio.

Ckana BeipBasio. B kaioTe 3anaxqo nuBoM. ITo He
npeABelllajlo HHYEro Xopollero ANl HHX OGOHX.

— Hepxuco! — ynpsamo nostopsa Jkek. — Iep>Kuchb
H AyMaH o goMme.

— Ha-a... — xano6Ho npotsanyn Ckaa. — Ilo noma eiue
HeCKOJIbKO IHEH...

* % %

Homa... Hakoneu-To oHx GbliH AoMa... CKan JlackoBo
NpHKOcHyJcst K J)KeKy cBoeH MSIrKOH Jamoii, mpHrJaaiias
ero cectb B rauccep. Joxas He Obl10, HO BO3AYX Obla
TSXeJl H TJOTeH OT chipocTH. Boyru Beceso waran 3a
HuMH. Celiyac Bce OHM HampaBJSJIHCh Ha BCTpeyy C COBe-
ToM. JIKeK Hajen Ha ce6si GPOHEXHJET M BOOPYKHJCH.
Oxpana B KocMoropTe Gbi1a ABHO ycuaeHna. Koro uckamm
Bnacti Tpuanmel, Ixek co CkanoMm He 3Haau. .Ho onu
coBceM He COGHpaNHChb MonagaThcst B YbH-TO PYKH, Tpoge-
J1aB TaKoH ANHHHbINA MyTb. Bracth MucTBaibia nposBHaH
K HHUM fIBHYIO 6J1arock/JioHHOCTb. [IpOXOAMTb KapaHTHH H
TaMOXXEHHBI JOCMOTP MM He NMpPHLIJIOCH.

— Jlas uyero Hy>XHa oxpaHa, — (HIOCOCKH CKasan
CkaJs, — ecqH oHa paboTaeT NpPOTHB TeGA? — HO Mephl
NPefOCTOPOXKHOCTH MPHHAJ: HX rHccep 06OrHy Bee 60k
liMe ropoAa, BKJIOYas 3feliHIol croaxuy — CBoMGepr.

— Ckopo 6ynet poxab. — CKaJs weBesbHYI KOHUHKOM
xBocTa. JI)KeK nocMoTpes Ha cephle o6/1aka U BCIIOMHHJ 0
rnaBHOH ueau ux noe3gkH. CKall HHKOMY He coo6la’ o
cBOoeM MpPHOLITHH, HO OHH o6a 3Hajd, uto CoBeT 6Gyner

. XOaTb HX B newepe. JXkek coxaliesl 0 TOM, UTO He NpHBe3
ciofa danbep. MHp 3KCTpaceHCOPHBIX Yydec Gbll BTOPOH
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npupoaoi ¢guuepoB. DTH NMywWHCTbe CyWleCTBa BROJHE
MorjiH 6bl oMoub e H36aBHTbLCS OT AYLUEBHLIX MyK. A
Tak — ei NpPHIIJIOCh OYEHb MHOrO BbICTpPagaTh... Ilxkek
B3LOXHYJI.

[Mnanera Muctpanba Guisia 3eseHoi M uBeTyuled. Te-
nepb B UX palioHC ralakTHKHM TaKHe NJaHeTbl NoMmajanHch
penko. B o6uiem-To 6yfneT oueHb CTHLIAHO, €CJH JIOAH HJAH
TpakH paspyuwat ee. CKan 3aHs/l MecTO BOAHTeJNsl B IJHcC-
cepe.

— HHTepecHo, a BLITAHET JIH OH Hac TPOMX?— BeceJsio
cnpocun Jxexk.

— HapepHoe, net, — nouwesenua ¢uuiep AIHHHBIMH
ycaMH M JIyKaBO MpefJioXXHa: — A MoxkeT 6biTb, Thl NOM-
Aellb MelKoM? ’ .

Cauccep 6bin Gonblioii, YeTbipexmecTHLIH. Ho Gpoxe-
KOCTIOM BCe PaBHO BeCHJ ropasfo 6osblie yeM ABa cpef-
Hell ynuTaHHocTH naccakHpa. [kek ckasan Boyru cecTs
c3agu, a caM npucrtpousacs psinom co Ckanom. I'mnccep
B3peBeJi, Ho oTopBajcst oT 3emadH. OHM coenann MeiseH-
HbIH MJaBHBIH KpYT.

— HeBbbicoko, 1 He6biCcTPO, 110 3aTO KaK ycTofAuuBo! —
KpHKHYsn CKan M NepekJIoyHsl CKOpOCTb.

IMocaeHuit ropHblil XpebeT, OTACAAIOWMI HX OT 3ano-
Be[HHKa (HLEpPOB, OHH Npeofosenn ¢ GOJbLLWKHM TPYAOM.
Jxek ¢ Boyrn paxke xoTenu c/ie3Tb M MpPONTH MeWKOM
HeCKOJIbKO KHJoMeTpoB, Ho CKasi BO3MYTHJCS: '

— ITocnywan, Ixek, oHH mocjand MeHsi 3a To6oH, a
Thl Xouellb, YTOGL s npuwea oauH? He craBb MeHs B
TaKoe rJiynoe nosoxeHue!

Jo newepsi CoBeta CTapeiuIHH B rJIyXOM TILATEJbHO
oxpaHsieMoM ¢HLIepaMH YyroJjike Jieca rjuccep LOTAHYN 6e3
npukmouennii. CTapeiiMHb CHACMH BOKPYT He60oJIbLIOro,
YyeM-TO CJaJKHM MaxHyuero Koctpa. CKas nNpHBeTCTBEHHO
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TABKHYJ, nojowes K TymaH-Ha-Bode H TMOJIOXHJ eiff B
JIaloHb OKPOBaBJICHHbIH HOX. TyMaH-Ha-Boae 6pocHiia HOX
B KOCTep, H OH HcYe3 B CH30BaThIX KOJbLAX AbiMa.

Camka-¢puluep ¢ oyeHb MYLIHCTOH KPeMOBaTOro LpeTa
WIKYpPOH pajywHo yabi6HyJnach M KHBHYyna IKeky:

— Jlo6po noxanoBatb, [Mxek Iltopm. Mbl xpanu
Te6s. IlpHcsaab M MOroBOpH C HaMH

Jlxxek nonpocusa BoyrH nomeXXypHTb y BXoaa, a cam
nofces K KocTpy



FAABA 1S

JDkek orasHy/cs M pasyabibajcsi: TeMHble CBOABI Ile-
uiepbl MepLaNH COTHAMH Ma/ICHbKHX Ter/blX 3Be3f — B
YyecTb npHe3fa AOJIFOXKAaHHOTO TOCTs B He6ONbIUKX MOTa-
ClHLIX HUWAX (HLUepbl 3aXIJIH caJbHble cBeyH. BpoHeko-
cTioM ¢ Boyru, ocTaHoBMBLIKIiCS Y BXOAa B neluepy, BCMbi-
XHBaJl HCKPaMH OT HX TpemeTHoro cBera. Jxeky 6bljo
HHTepecHO, KaKoe BreyaT/ieHHe TNPOH3BedyT ero AOCHeXH
Ha TeX (HlLepoB, KOTOpbLIe ellie He BHAeNH UX B mpouwslit
pas ero nmpuHaaH 3a Bora. .

TymaH-Hag-BoRoOH NOJIOXKHIA Aany ¢ NYLWHCTON LueJKo-
BOM LUEPCTbIO €My Ha PYKY

— Tbl 3HaelWb MHOTHX CTapeHIUHH

Jxex yTBepAuTeNbHO KHBHYJ. PHwep ¢ cefoH Mop-
Iol M cJoBHO GObl MOAMNAaJeHHLIMH YWIaMH moyecan Jo6
cBoell eAHHCTBEHHOH H3paHeHHOH JamoH.

— OnHopykuit! — npHBeTCTBeHHO Y/bIGHYNCA eMy JxkeK.
— A ot u Pribka. Ona moB3pocJiesa H Tenepb BLINISAHT
npocto uyaecHo! A Bor JIbicHHa 340poBo nocTapes H
noTepsJ ellle HEMHOro CBOEro Mexa...

OrpoMHbIH Tpsi3HO-pbIXKEro UseTa ¢Hllep 3aAyMYHBO
MopruyJ, nocmoTpen Ha JI)keka GOJIBIUHMH TPYCTHBIMH
rnazaMH, HO HHYero He CKasal B OTBeT. )

— Hy, koHeuHo xe, U TymaH-Hag-Boao#. S noMHIo elle
IBOMX, HeT, TPOMX CcTapeHLIHH, HO, K COXKaJleHHIO, He
3Halo, KaK MX 30BYT.
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JlbicHHa npo6ypuyan npo cebst 4TO-TO JlackoBoe, a Mo-
TOM TOP?>KECTBEHHO H PafloCTHO CKasaJ:

— Mbl paasl BHAeTb Tebs y Hac, Cosnblwko!

YcavimaB Takoe npoapuiue, Jkek nokpachuesn. Hure-
pPecHO, OTKyda Yy Hefro B3fJOCb 3TO HMS? MoXeT GbiTb,
(dbHwepbl onsATh NPHAYMAaJH O HeM KaKylo-TO He6blauuy?
Bnpouenm, pa3sMmbilisiTh 06 3TOM BpeMeHH He 6bino. [kek
MOKJIOHHJICAI CTapeHWHHaM H OTBETHJ:

— 51 ToXe pal BHAeTb Bac Bcex.

CKaJl BONOXKHI:

— MHe npHIIJOCh HCTPATHTb MOYTH BCe MeTaJjHyec-
KHe YeluyHKH AJISl TOro, YToGbl JOCTaBHTb ero cioaa.

OnHopyKHil ycrnoKauBalolle MaxHyJ Janoi:

— 3To Bce epyHAa. DTo He MMeeT HHKaKOro 3Hauye-
Hun, Ckan. OTH YeWyHKH mpHHeCJH HaM TO, Yero Mbl
XKAaau oT HHX. Te6st He 6blJ0 AOATO, 1O Mbl AYMaJH, YTO
Thl 6yAclib NMyTelecTBOBaTb ropasfo AoJblue. TymaH-
Hajg-BOAOH roBOpHJA HaM, YTO Thl MOr HaBceraa 3arte-
PATbLCA cpeld 3Be3nd.

— Her, — ynpsaMo xauyHya cBoeii moppoit Cxan. —
dToro ile Morsio 6biTh. Sl BCe paBHO BepHYyJcsi Gbl.

Pbi6Ka KHBHYyAa

— Mpur 3HaeM, — M npHraagHaa JaloHblo AJNHHHble
GeJsible yChl.

Tyman-Hafg-Boao# noJoXusaa Jnanmy Ha 3anscTbe
Jxeka:

— IlpoctH Hac. Mbnl oTopBanH Te6sl OT OYeHb BaX-
Horo fena. Mbl NMOHHMaeM, KaKylo »XepTBY Thl NpHHeC
panM Hac.

— Tul He npaBa, TymaH-Hag-BofoH, — oTBeTHJa JDKekK.
— Benb y MeHsi Bce paBHO He OblJO YAauyH B MOHCKe.

[Tocne paspywenusa Ckar6yrca LltopM notepsn
caen 3eneHbix Py6awex. Tak uTo, 3To myTeulecTBHe
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AOJKHO GLIIO NMOMOYb €My YCMOKOHThLC M MPHHTH B
cebsl.

— A Tenepb pacCKaxHTe MHe NMOAPOGHee, YTO CJAYYH-
Jsock, — nonpocHa [xek. — Hackosbko s noHsJ, Bbl
o6HapyXHJIH Ha NJaHeTe yyacTKH C p)KaBUHHOH, BepHee,
Y4YacTKH C KaKHM-TO HEOGbIYHBIM MEeCKOM?

CrapeilUMHBl MOJIYa MOCMOTpEJH Ha Hero.

— Bl MoXXeTe onHcaTb, KakHe KOpabJid NMpHJeTaoOT K
BaM? — JI>keKk KOpPOTKO paccKa3aJ, KaK BLIFISAAAT BOeHHbIe
KopabJ/IH TPaKoB.

JIbicHHa 3aKycHJ ry6y M oOHaXKHJ Genble, Ha yauBIe-
HHe MoJjioAble 3YO6bl:

— YesioBeK, 3TH BOMPOCHl CJHIIKOM CJIOXHBI AJIs
Hac. Mbl 3HaeM OLHO — 3TH MNpHIUEJbLUb HCMOJb3YIOT
BO3AYyLIHble KOpa6auH. A B 0CTaJbHOM MBI He CMOXeM
nomoyb Tebe.

JxxeK rokayas roJioBow:

— Ho noiMHTe H Bbl MeHs: AJS Toro, 4robpl mno-
Moyb BaM, sl foJuKeH 3HaTh Bpara! Kak 6bl HH O6hlJ
eHJeH MOH GpOHEKOCTIOM, S He CMOry cpa)aThcsl C
ueJsoH apmueii!

OnHOpYKHH HelOBepYHBO LieBeNbHYJ XBOCTOM H Msr-
KO BO3pasHJ:

— Ho npownniii pa3 Mbl BHAeAH, KaK Tbl pesaln
ckany!

— JHa HeT xe! dTo 6b1a coBceM He cKaja! 1o 6bla
He6oJIbLIOH, NOBONIBHO-TAKH MATKHM BanyH. — JXKek oras-
JleJ Tellepy H YBHIEJN MHOXECTBO IJIHHHBIX BOJIOCAThIX
MOpJ, 3acCThIBLIHX OT YHbIHHA M GoaH. JlXKek elte pa3
MOBTOPHJ CBOH BOMpPOCH, a MOTOM MNOKayal rojloBOA H
B3JOXHYJN: — DTO 4epT 3HaeT uTO Takoe!

OropyeHHass Ppi6ka BcmjlecHysla JlamaMH H monpo-

cHJa:
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— He otuauBaiica xotb T, JIDkex! Mubl, ¢Hweps,
JaBHO yxe He 3HaeM KaK HaM XXHTb Aaabwe. Hawa semasn
oTpaBJsiena. Hawu pexkH npeBpaTHJ/IHCb B FOPbKHI HaMHTOK
CMepTH.

— PexH npeBpaTH/AHCH B HanHTOK cMepTH? Ho ckaxu-
Te MHe — Kak? '

— Ecan 6 Mbl 3HanH, CoJHBIWKO, — pacTepsHHO
3amopraJjia rsnasamu Pbi6ka, — Mbl He cTanH Obl MCKaTh
Te6si cpelH HaJleKHX KOJIOYHX 3Be3f.

— Xopouwo, — nonpocua Jxek ewe pa3. — Pacckaxu-
Te MHe oyeHb NMoApo6Ho o6o BceM, UTo cayyunocs. Ckan
FOBOPHJI, YTO 3TO paHa, KaKoe-TO paKoBoe 3aboJieBaHHe
3eMan. [lepenaiiTe MHe Ballle MHCTHYeCcKoe IOHHMaHHe
npoucxoasuiero!

— @uulepbl BLIMHPAIOT. B HHXXHelt YacTH pekH Hefas-
HO POAHMJCH AeTeHblll C ABYMS FOJIOBaAMH.

— Yro-yto? — Jlxkek ofepHyJcs, uyToGbl mosyulie pac-
CMOTpeTb 3aroBOPHBLUYIO XEHIUHHY-(pHLIepa B KOXKaHOM
cdapTyke c ABYMsl TeMHBIMH TosockamMH Ha J6y. Ckopee
BCero, -oHa 6blJla MeJbHHKOM: H (hapTyK, H KOHYHK HOca, H
TeMHble HaCTOPOXKeHHble yLH GbIIH MepenayKaHbl B pHCOBOH
MyKe. — Bbl B 3ToM yBepensl? — nepecnpocun I>kek. Bee sto
OUeHb TOXOAM/IO HA MOCAENCTBHS PaiHaUMOHHOrO 3apaXke-
HHA. Bo3amoxkHO, npousoluia yTeyka ropiodero npH nocanke
KaKoro-to Kopa6nsi? A MoXeT GbiTb, Hefla/leKo OT HHX MocCT-
POMJIH aTOMHBIH peakTop? — CKaJl, B TOM paiioHe ecTb KaKoM-

. HH6yAb peakTop? — cmpocHa Jxek.

— HeT... kK ToMy Xe, HallW OYHCTHTEJbHLIE COOpY-
KeHHs pa6oTaloT xopowo. S moayMmas o TOM e, YTO H
Tol, I>)kek, Korga ycabliuajJ O ABYXTOJIOBOM AeTeHhllle.
CoMHeHHIT He MOXeT GbITh TOJbLKO B OJHOM: TO, OT Yero
ceflyac yMHpaloT ¢QHluepsl, 3aHeceHO Ha MJaHeTy MNpH-
weJbUaMH.
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- A CHCTCMY OYHCTKH Ha peKe Bbl YCTAHOBHTb He

npo6oBanu?
— MEBI He MOXKeM NOJONTH AOCTaTOYHO 6JIM3KO K HCTO-
KaMm, — pbikHyn OpaHopykuit H noctydyan ce6s B rpyab

JIOXMAThIM KyJlaukoM. — HackoJIbKO Mbl TOHHMaeM, NpHYH-
HOi1 BceMy MoryT 6biTh ITnaBaioine KoukH.

— IlnaBaowne Kouku? — J[)KeK BONPOCHTEJNbLHO MO-
cMoTpesnn Ha Ckasna. HHTepecHo, 4To MOrJH fenaTh B

3THX KpasX BOJbHHe NHpaTh? — A BE He MoXere
owHn6aTbcsi? Benb BnosiHe BO3MOXHO, YTO 3TO He JIOAH,
a Tpaku!

Crapblif ¢HIIep XJeCTHYJ MO KaMHIO XBOCTOM:

— Hackosbko st noHHMal0, Bbl 03a604YeHbl NOSIBJIEHHEM
Ha NaHeTe necka?

J>)keK yTBepAHTEJNbHO KHBHYJI.

TymaH-Hag-Bofol cripocHJa:

— Tpaku — TBOH cTapble Bparu?

— OueHb cTapble Bpari. M K ToMy XKe Bpard oyeHp:
‘cTpauiHble. ITecok, KOTOphI OHH MPOH3BOAAT AJA BhIBeJe-
HHA CBOMX Tpauvar, paspywHresneH. OH mosser, paspacTa-
eTci M mnoxHpaerT Bce BOKpYr. Ecan ero BoBpemsi He
OCTaHOBHTb, BCA MJaHeTa CTaHeT mecyaHoi. — JKeK He
CKasaJl UM TVIaBHOTO: MHKPOOPraHH3MBI, KOTOpble NPOH3BO-
HAT 3TOT MecoK, 6bII0 NPaKTHYeCKH HEBO3MOXHO YHHUTO-
XHTb. FIM ocTaBasoch HafleiTbCAl Ha TO, YTO TPaKH ellie He
noGLIBaJH Ha TMJIaHeTe.

— Bbl y>xe GblIH y MOCJIa MM Y Balllero MMneparopa?
"= cnpocHa JIKek.
¥ — Mynpuiit 3y6 Bce elue y BJacTH, HO OH GecnpocBeT-
"HO norps3 B ToprosJe. [Torpss no cBow XHPHYIO NMPOTHB-
Hylo weio... OH OTBepHYyJICS OT GBOero Hapoia H mpejan
€ro, Tak YTO OT Hero Heyero >XAaTh MOMOLUH, — YHBUIO
otBetHa CkaJ.
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KaxkeTtcs, ux nocnenieit nagexnoit 6uin Ikek. Lltopm
B3[IOXHYJ M BOMPOCHTeNbHO nocMmoTpes ha Boyru. BeicTy-
naTh B OAHHOUYKY NPOTHB TPAaKHAHCKOro necka Gbl10 AesioM
HeLlYyTOUYHbIM.

— MHe HYXHO KaKk MOXHO ObicTpee MOCMOTpeTb Ha
3Ty «paHy», — 3ayMuHBO NpPOH3HEC OH.

TyMaH-Han-Bofo#H 3anpoTecToBana:

— Her, Her, cHauana s nomkHa mo AbIMy NPOYHTaTh
TBOI0 cyAbOy, Conmbiiko, H aaTbh Te6e GaarocsoBeHHe.

Jxek -noxkauan ronosoi. M 6e3 ¢uiiepckoro TymaHa
ero Gyayuiee BbITJSAENO He CHHILIKOM onpefenenno. [la x
ToMy Xe Oasa ueed uldmu cpaxamscs, 3aparee 3HAn
csoro cydvby? 1llTopM 3Toro He XoTeJ.

— Bynmet nyudwe, ecan s He 6yAy 3HaTb HHYero, —
cKasan OH.

TyMaH-Ha#-BOAONH WHPOKO pacKphijia rjas3a u oTNpsHY-
na ot Jlxxeka. B Mepualouem nonympake neuepsl ee riasa
Kasanuch yepHbiMu, XoTsi LIITOpM M NOMHHJA, 4YTO 3TO He
TaK — MpH SPKOM COJIHEYUHOM CBeTe, IHEM, OHH BhIMJIsACH
6apxaTHbIMH, TEMHO-CHHHMH.

Ewe oaun crapeliluvHa BocnpuHAa oTBeT J)Keka Kak
ocKopGJieHHe, Pe3Ko BCKOYHJI Ha HOTH M CXBaTHJCA 3a
PYKOATbL HOXa:

— 1 Tpebylo HeMelJIeHHBIX H3BMHEHHU}! — BbIMaAUM OH.

Ckan npuMHpsiiolie NOAHAN Jany:

— [Moiimute, [KeKy He HYXXHO H3BHHATHCS. DTO Mbl
BOJIXKHBL U3BMHUTLCA MEpPel HHMM 32 TO, UTO HaBsA3biBaeM

eMy HaluH obblyaH.

— Kak? Ho Beab o yHysusn Haw Tyma!

—~ 51 npuHolIy BaM CBOH H3BMHeHH#, — cka3aa Jxex.
— $1 coBceM He XxoTeJs1 HHKoro yHuxatb. Ho Bnepesu y Hac
CTOJILKO COGBITHH, UTO S MONPOCTY He XoTes Obl, YTOObI
Hac XJaJl KaKkoi-TO onpefielleHHbIH BapHant
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MHucT cHJIBHO yAapHja XBOCTOM:

— O roBopHT coBeplUeHHO MNpaBHabHO. Beap HbIM
cKaXkeT TO, UTO OH MoXKeJaeT cKasaTb. LLITopM ke npuiues
Anst Toro, uto6bl NoMouyb Ham. Mbl He AO/MKHBI MellaTh
eMy.

* % %

Inuccep nocrambiBaJl W HBIPST B BO3AYLUHbIE SIMBL.
Cxast cBepsiJl NyTh MO KPYNHBIM CHPEeHeBbIM 3Be3faM.

— Tbl BrosiHe MOXKellb OTAOXHYTb, — cka3an on JDke-
Ky. — Benp Mbl Bclo Houb GyneM B MyTH.

— Heyxenn e 3To Tak ganexko? — yausuicst lltopm.

— Ja. Ha npoTHBOMO/IOXKHOH CTOpOHE KOHTHHEHTA.

— To ecTb, K0 3TOrO NMeCKa TaKoe XKe paccTosiHHe, KaK
H JI0 KocMomopTa?

Ckan yTBepAHTeNbHO KHBHYJI.

— Ecan 6b1 He npousowuH 6eACTBHS Ha HaUIHX OTAa-
JIEHHbIX MOrPaHHYHbLIX MOCTaX, Mbl GBI OGHAPYXHJIH «paHy»
cpasy. A Tak...

JI>)KeK OCTOPOXKHO CIPOCHJI:

— $1 Hagneloch, YTO ThHl He CTaHellb INpPH3eMJAThCS
npsiMO Ha HeM?

duuiep KOBOJNBLHO YXMBUIBHYJICS:

— Hy, xoHeuHo e, HeT. Mbl NpHU3eMJIHMCS B HHXKHeH
YacTH PEKH, a MOTOM MeLIKOM AOHAeM N0 HYKHOro MecTa.

— Ham npupercs uat yepes GoJora?

— Her. Mul noiineM uyepes mxyHrau. Tak uTo HaliH
GOTHHKH OCTaHYTCSl CYXHMH, HO BOT TeM LIHPOKHM TieyaM
— Ckan noxasanl. janod Ha GpPOHeKOCTIOM — MpHAeTcs
YYTOUKY COTHYThCS.

B TOM, YTO cuHTa] CyxHMH 60THHKaMH CKaj, U B TOM,
YTo MOR 3THM mnoHHMan JDKek, siBHO Gbuia pasHHua. B
TPOMHYECKHX Jiecax Bcerma wWwaH jpoxad. MHorma moxab
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LIes MO HECKOJbKY pa3 B feHb. A uto Kacaetcsi Mucrpans-
Ia, TaK 3Ty NMJaHeTy 6e3 A0XAsSl NpocTo Hesab3s 6blso cebe
npeacTaBHThb. JXkeka pafoBasio y»Xe TO, YTO ero GpoHeKo-
CTIOM He pXaBeJl.

* % %

OHH pelHaH 3aMacKHpoBaTh raMccep, H Habpocann
Ha Hero LeJbli BOPOX AYWHCTbIX 3eJeHblX BeToK. Boyru
nomorasn uM. OH Jlerko nepeABHHYJ annapaTt B 3apocCJH
KOJIIOYero KycTapHHKa H MOATSHYJ Moj KoJeca Mapouky
TAXeJNbIX GpeBeH, HO Bce paBHO y Jl)KeKa co3jfaBasnochb
BMeyaT/eHHe, UTO CErOAHA Cro MHTOMell BeJeT ce6s Kak
nJjaoxo o6yyeHHbIH po6oT. Boyru 6bli1 CAHILKOM CHJeH,
HO OH ABHO He 3HaJ, KaK MOJb30BaTbCSl CBoOel CHJOM.
Jxek paxe oxpHn, gaBas emy yxasanus. Ckan cmoTpedn
Ha HHX W MoCMeHBaJCs B CBOM MYyLIHCThle pacyecaHHble
yCHi.

Korpa J>kek MOJIOXHJ Ha raMccep MocjiefHIO 3ele-
Hylo BeTKy, Cka/n He BblAep»Kajl i yAHBJAEHHO CMPOCHJ:

— IToueMy »Ke Thl He HajeBaellb CBOH GpPOHEKOCTIOM?
Beab Tbl cosgaT, a 3TO — TBOH JOCMeXH.

ke BHITAHYJA H3 TrJHCCcepa MeEWOK H BbIHYJ H3
Hero 6poHeXXHJeT M. JABa opyxelHbX nosica. OH moxan
mIeyaMu:

— 3aueM? KoHeyHo, a1 66l MOr B Hero 06/MauHThCsl, HO
Bellb TaK Hac — ABoe. Boyru oueHb csa6 B TaKTHKe, HO
3aTO OH XOPOWIO yMeeT CTPeJATb.

CkaJa ¢ HHTepecoM nocMotpes Ha Boyru:

— XoreJioch 66l ysHaTb, a KTO M3 Bac BbiGHpaeT Uesb?
HanpuMep, y MeHft ecTb opy>He, HO f Obl He X0TeJl, YToOb!
OHO NpHLEAHBANOCh CaMO.

JI>)KeK yJOBHJ B ero rojoce siBHoe Gecrnoko¥crBo. OH
3aKpernuJ Ha cBoed pyke 6pacjieT H cKa3an:
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— £ ne Mory Te6e o6BACHHTB, KakK Mbl € HHM paboTa-
eM, 110 Tbl He BoJanyHcs. Mbl y)ke npogeasiBann Takoe. K
TOMY ’Ke MOM Bparit — 3To ero BparH. — Jlxek clue pa3s
npopepHA aliepreTHucckie 6pacjeTbl H BpocHa nycToil
MeLIoK B TJHccep.

— Bce paBho, a1 6bl H1a TBOEM MecTe MOACTpaxoBaJ-
csl, — 3ameTHa (uwep. — A BAPYr OLHaXKAB OH He
3axoyeT jeanTh ¢ To6oil GpoHexkocTiom? — Ckan moTs-
HYJl BO3AYX YYTKHMH 3BEPHHLIMH HO3APAMH H HanpaBHJI-
csl K Jecy.

J>xek mocmoTpes na Boyrn m xpukuya:

— He otcrasaii! IMoctosnuo caeayit 3a muoiil.

— Ha, Bocc! = rpomMko oTBeTHJI AyX, C SIBHEIM YAOBOJb-
CTBHEeM npucnocabauBasich K CHHTe3aTopy peun. — Ceroa-
Sl CBETHT coslle. A cofHue — 3TO TaK MPHsTHO!

— BoTt 1 Hacna)kpadcsi UM, NOKa eCTb BO3MOXXHOCTb! —
JI>kek monpasBHJ MOSIC WM HBIPHYJ B 3apociiH . Bcael 3a
CkasnoM.

Ckan ne npeaynpeaun [)keka 0 HecMeTHOM KoJHue-
cTBe MaJslelbKoH JeTydeit mowkd. Crnasa Bory, uto atH
MHKpOCKOMHYeCcKHe TBapH He KycaaHch! JDxek Ha6pocui
Ha JIMLO TOHKYIO CETKY: My COBCEM He XOTeJsoCh 3arfaThl-
‘BaTh Ha XoAy o6J/iaka aToil mpospauHoii Mowkapel. Hace-
KOMble KPYXHJH laj, 3eMjed Nnpo3paulbiMH KoJeGJouH-
MHCsl cosiMH. BepxHee 06/1aKo GblIO YYTh Bbillie 3eJ€HbIX
IpeBecHbIX raas. Bpemenamu BepxHue o6Jaka HaceKOMbIX
HBIPSIIM BHU3, 4TOOb! MoOHMaTb H CbecTb Gosiee cJaboro
cobpata. [>)keky ellle IHHKOrfa He MPHXOAHJIOCL BHAETb
TaKHX SIPKHX LBeTOB!

— Boyrn! — xpuxuya ou. — Bkmoun Bupeokamepy!
XoTes 6bl rokasaTb 310 DaxGep!
— 3amiich yxe fnaBHO BkJlodeHa, Bocc! — Boyru

HeyKJIoOXKe KOBblISIJ BCJeld 3a U.ITOPMOM. Ckan ocTtaHo-
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BHJICHi Y KDOMKH Jieca H HTpHBO noTaHya JKeka 3a Kpa¥
CCTKH:

— Bor puauwse! Tenmepb Thl y3Han, AJsti 4ero MHe
cay»at ychl.

— AX Bort B yeM gaeno! — orseTHa [xek. — A a nyman,
ycbl HYXHBbI Te6e AJis TOro, YToGbl MpOLEXKHBaTb BOAY B
peuke BO BpeMsl JIOBJH pbiGbi!

Ckasnl pacxoxoTajcsi M xJjonuya Jkeka no nJeuy.
IloToM cepbesHo ckasax:

— B aToMm Jsecy norubau aBoe HalHX pa3BeayHKoB. §
XeJalo Te6e no6Gpoi OXOThl, MOH Apyr, H npoiuy Te6s,
YTO6LI Thi OblJI OCTOPOXKEH.

DHiulep WarHyJ B CTOPOHY M TOTHAC XKe pacTBOPHJ-
csi B JecnoM noaympake. Ero nmaTHHcTaa wkypa 6blja
copceM He3aMeTHa CpeAl MNpbLIraloMX GJHKOB TeHH H
ceeTa. Ecan 6l He »KenTbie WOPTHl H OpYXKeHHbIH nosc,
J>kek coBceM He cMor 6bl pa3anyaTb ero. OTpesBieH-
HBLIM ycablllanHbIM, JDKek HBIpDHY/I B TPOMHYCCKHH Jlec H
OCMOTpeJC BOKPYT.

* * %

ITo Bceli BHANMOCTH, conHUe 6bIJIO y HHX Hall roJIOBOH.
J)KeK uyBCTBOBa/N ero >KHBHTEJbHOE TemJao CKBO3b NoJy-
npo3payHble o6J1aKa HaceKoMbIX. B siecy HX 6bl1o HEMHOro
MeHbllle, yeM Hap noasiHoii. Ho 3ato B secy 6bls10 MHOTO
XHLHHKGB. JXKeK mocMaTpHBall Ha OrpoMHble, HaBHcalo-
IiHe Haj HHM BeTKH, HO H3-3a CyMpaKa HHYero He Mor
pasrasgets. Bulso cyxo, kKak u o6ewan Ckan, HO B GOTHH-
Kax MPOTHBHO XJIOMNaJo OT MNoTa.

Boyru asurasncs ¢ norpsicaiolted JI0oBKOCTbIO. J10BOJb-
HO-TaKH GLICTPO OH HAYUHJICS HATH H NPH 3TOM He JoMaTh
BetBH. CKan To M Jesio ABHTajl ywlaMH H MpPOCHJ:

— Tuwe! Tuwe! THiue!
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JDKeK OKJIHKHYJN ero:

— Tne TbI?

— Bce B nopsinke! Ckopo Mbl GysieM Ha ApYyroi cTopo-
He!

Ultopm yauBuacs. EMy xa3anoch, uTo OHH XOAAT Kpy-
ramd. OH wenHyn Boyru:

— YTouHH MapuipyT no kommacy!

Boyrd yrpiomMo mnepecnpocHJI:

— Yro cyuTaTh HayaNbHbIM OPHEHTHPOM?

— YepT 3naeT uto! OHH 3a6LIIH YCTaHOBHTb KOODPAH-
HaTbl mpu3emieHus! A 3Hauut, Boyru mompocty He Mor
NpOBepHTh HX MapLIpyT.

Ckan ocTaHoOBHJICSl, 4HTOOb nepekycHTb. OH BLIHYA
H3 CYMKH TUIMTKH CyXoro pbiGHOro 3aBTpaKa H CKasas
Jxeky:

— Ecau y Tebs ecTb KakHe-TO npobJieMbl, MOCMOTPH
cBepxy! — ero ychl sIBHO Apoxanu oT cMexa. J[»kek orus-
Aencsi, H, BbIGpaB NepeBO MOBbIe, cKoMaHAoBan Boyry:

— A ny-xa, mogcagu MeHs!

Boyru HemHoro nocrosJ, MOTOM B3/ NpaByl0 HOTY
Ikeka M nomHsa ee B Bo3fyX. J[)KeK MoKauaj roJIoBO.

— Her, Boyru, HeT. A Hy-Ka NMOAHHMH BBepX pPyKy! —
Boyry BeInpsiMuJICs M MOAHSAN pyKH BBepX. — OnsaThb He To!
= ckasaa [Jxek. — BoT nocaywai, — U OH MbICJIEHHO
‘okasaJsl Boyry, uTo ToT AosxeH caenatb. Boyru moacagua
Jxeka Ha mepeBo.

Ckan 3acMesuicst M cKasalg:

— Hy, Takoro raynoro po6oTa f ele HHKOrAa He
BHpen!

Boyrs ToT4Yac e MOAXBaTHJ ¢HlUepa 3a OpyKeHHbIH
rosic ¥ NOCafHJ ero Ha HHXHIOIO BETBb.

— § ue raynuiit. S ManeHbKu#. S ewle ToNBKO yuych!
— cka3aa oH Ckaxay.
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— Mue KaxeTcs... — ¢Quwep 3aapan MOpAYy H NMOCMOT-
pen na JLKeka, — uTo GyACT Jyulle, ec/il s NOAOKAY Te6s
3fech. .

Ixek nones eepx. JlepeBo Gblo BLICOKHM H CTpOii-
ubiM. Ero cBeTso-KOpHUHEBasi Kopa Jierko OTAeJsach OT
ctBona. JIxkek kapaGkaJicsi oueHb ocTopoxio. OH cTapas-
csl KaK MOXXHO Meclblle MOBpeXXAaTbh ApeBecHbld TOKPOB.
BeTki GbnH pacnosioXXeHbl AOBOJILHO-TaKH PaBHOMEPHO,
TaK uTO J1e3Tb 6biJIo Jierko. 3anax Kopbl NbsHHA. JDKeky
BAPYF 3aXxoTesiocb, 4TOGLI Y daubep Gban TéKae AyXH.

OTKyna-To cuuay BTTpeBoXXeHHbt CKaJsi npowunen:

— CMOTpH XOpOLIeNbKO, 33 4YTO XBaTaelhCs, MOH
noporoit apyr!

JKeK BBITAHYJA PYKY I YBHAEJ COBCEM PSAOM € cOGOH
siwepnuy. Ona nosepHysach H N0BKO MpbIriiyJa Ha cocej-
HIOIO BCTKY.

— OHa oueHb NyraHBa, O ee YKyC yXKaceH, — o6bfc-
Hua duwep.

— § 3anomHio 370, — ckKasan JIKex M mepese3 Ha
CeAyIOLLYIO BeTKY.

Bepwnnb gepeBbeB packaunBai Betep. [xek no-
Kpenue YXBaTHJICS 32 CTBOJI, 4TOGbl He NOTepPATb PaBHO-
BecHe, H ocmoTpesncsi. CoBceM HelaJeKo OT HHX Gbiia
orpoMHas nossina. TaM, rae QOJKHb Gl GbiTh Aepe-
Bbsl, HJM, 1O KpalHell Mepe, rycTtasi couHas TpaBa, —
priXena MepTBas 3emas. ITo Gbll- TPAKHAHCKHI MECOK.
LlITopM He MOT OWIHGHThCA.

Ji>keK BbITep PYKaBOM JIMLO H MOCMOTpPES B Ty CTOPO-
HY, B KoTopylo ykasbiBan Ckan. Ha ropusonTte Buanenuchb
Kay6ul apima. KaxkeTcsi, TaM HaxopHJocb Ybe-TO noceJe-
HHe. Jkek GbICTPO CNYCTHJICSl BHH3.

~ Ckan cnpbirHyJ co cBoei BeTKH H HCMYraliHO CNpPOCHJ
Topma:
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— Tebs1 uTo, KTO-HHOYAb YKycHN?

— Her, — ckasan [xek, nogowen K Boyru u cHsa
waem. — [locaywaii, KoMNbLIOTEp, — XMbIKHYJ OH, — OT-
MeTb 3TO MECTO KaK TOUKY BO3BpaTa, — OH BepHYJ LJeM .
na Mecto. [Tpn Bo3BpalleHHH Gyacllb Cef0BaTb COrIacHO
nokasaHHsIM NpHGOpPOB, sICHO?

Cam Boyru nunudero He BHaen. OH opHeHTHpoBaJjcs
HCKJIIOYHTE/IbHO MO AaTYHKaM.

"Yebl Ckana 3agpoxkanu:

— YTto cayuuJjoch?

— CoBceM PpsigOM C HaMH HaxXOAHTCSl TpaKHaHCKas
ycTaHoBKa, — B3moxuyn JDkek. — Mbl yBHAHM ee, Kak
TOJbLKO BbliiieM H3 Jeca. M Bce-TakH MHe HemoHATHO,
oTKypga Gepercs mecoK. Beab Tpaku... TpakM HHKOrga He
NoKuAaloT rHesno. OGLIMHO OHM BEIKAMBIBAIOT MOA 3eMJeil
6osbwoe yray6aenue, a uepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsl Ha roBep-
XHOCTH MOSABJISIETCS MNeCcoK.

duuep 03aboyeHHO cKasas:

— Hy Tak nofineM nocmotpum?

Jlkek noien nepBbiM. Uepes yac OHH yXe CTOSIH Y
KpOMKH Jieca. CKaJl HaK/IOHHJICS M OT OTBpallleHHs CMOp-
LM HOC:

— Tot npas, JKkek. DTOT Necok KaKoH-TO HelacTosl-
LUHH.

— JHa. Ho ato = cTpaunblit necok. OH YHHYTOXHT
MHucTBasbA TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK YHHUTOXHJA MuJjoc U Moio
poanylo naaunety [Jopmann CreHpg. Bnpouewm, Kaxertcs,
3TOT necoK 3a6polueH.

J>kek ocMmoTpesicsi BOKpyr. I1aTHO 6bl10 6O/BLIHM, HO
no6au3ocTH He OblI0 HH ofiHOro Tpaka. ITouemy? OTBeta
Ha 3TOT BOMPOC OH MOKAa He MOr HaHTH.

- Xopowo. — ckasan [Ixek. — A Tenepnb, Boyru, seau
Hac K TOYKe BO3BpaTa.
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Boyru nosepHyscs u moley Hasaf. Yepes Kakoe-To
Bpemsa Jxek co CkasoMm pewHan caesath npusajs. Ckan
ONsITh BHIHYJ W3 CYMKH pblGHble MAMTKH H NMPOTSHYJ NMapy
H3 Hux JXeky.

— Her, — oTpHuaTesbHO NOKayaJs TOT roJioBoii. — Bpsn
JIH MHe 3TO MoaoHzeT.

Ckan noxaJ mnJje4yaMH M BLIHYJN H3 CYMKH ApyrHe
NJIMTKH — XxJeGHble M ¢pykToBble. JlXKeK ynpaBuics ¢
HHMH H 06JH3aJ najblibl.

Boiio oxosio nByX uyacoB AHSl, KOrja OHH HaKoHel-’
TaKH BBIUNIH H3. TponHyeckoro Jeca. Bnepemu Jxek
YBHIEJ CTapTOBYI0O YCTaHOBKY. Y Hero mnepexBaTHJIO
IbiXaHHe OT pa3MepoOB B3JIeTHOI MOJIOCH, CTPEMHTeJNIbHO
Geryuie# cpeiH 3ejieHoro TpassiHoro noJas. Jaabiue, mo
IpPYylryl0 CTOpPOHY cBepKaloueH cepeGpPHCTOH MOJIOCH,
6blIM BHAHB KynoJsia, o6HeceHHble BOKPYT 3eMJIAHbIM
BaJIOM.

IMaxno macaom M pbiMoM. Uepes Kakoe-TO BpeMs 3Ta
6a3a foJXKHa 6bljla CTaTh MOHCTHHE OTPOMHOH — Bellb OHa
6blla paccyHTaHa Ha TPH CTapTOBHe IUIOWAAKH H TPH
B3JIeTHble noJiochl. Bpanu cBepkanu 3HakoMbie o6TeKae-
Mble KOHYyCa TaJIOH30B H KOpCapoB.

— O Boxe! — ckasan Jxek. — Kaxercsi, oHH cobupa-
I0TCA HayaTb BOMWHY!

— Krto? — cnpocun Ckan u cxsatua J>keka 3a pyky.
— KTo 3T0?

— 2to Te pebsiTa, KOTOphle He Hcnyraauch Ilenuca u
caMH cTalH GopoThCA C TPaKaMH M HX MeckaMH. ITO
3esieHble Py6amku. Tenepb MHe NMOHATHO, KTO JJUKBHAHPO-
Bajl MecyaHoe 3apa)eHHe B Jecy. TBos nuaHera 6yner
uena, Ckan!

Puuiep npoTectylolle 3apbiyai:
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— OGbsICHH MHe, YTO XOpoLiero B JieKapcTBe, KoTopoe
y6uBaeT CBOero nauHeHTa?

J>kek ¢ M1060NbLITCTBOM HabJio4al 3a NepeABHXXEeHHCM
o6bekTOB Ha 6ase. Jlo6paBwHch go 3eseHbix Py6auiek,
Hxexk yxe He Mor BepHyTbcsi. Jla M Kak 6bl OH MOMOr
Ckany, He NMPOHHKHYB BHYTPb?

" Boyru nacTopoxH/cs. Kak co6aka, oH HIOXaJ BO3RyX,
NpHOTKPLIB 3a6pasio LJjeMa.

— §I uyi0 cMepTb, — Yepe3 HECKOJNbKO MHHYT CKasaJ

OH.



FAABA 16

IepcTb Ha 3arpuBke (Hluepa OLIETHHHJACD.

— Cefiyac Mbl 3HaeM Bpara, a 3HauyHT, HaiileM cnoco6
noGeauTh €ro, — BOHHCTBEHHO CKa3aj OH.

Jxek noxkauasa roJioBoi:

— Bce He Tak-To npocto. Bo Bcsikom cayuae, s MoHAy
Tyna. — OH onycTHJCSl Ha OANO KOJEHO W CTaJ BbINYThl-
BaTh U3 60THHKa TpaBy. EMy coBceM He XoTesoch BHAETb
rnasa Ckasna. — Thl Beab 3Haelllb, COBCEM HeAaBHO f Gbla
B paifioHe BHewHeil rpanuuel. TymaH-Haf-BonoH ToXe 3Ha-
eT 06 atoM. Bce neno B ToM, uTo s1 McKan TaMm 3eJieHbie
Py6awku. A ecan ToyHeH — s MCKaJd Crnoco6 OTpeliHTb
Tlennca oT BaacTH.

— OHH rpabsaT Moo nuiaHeTy! — BOHHCTBCHHO TSABKHYJN
Cxau.

— §1 anaio. OHM He 06palalOT HHKAKOrO BHHMaHHs Ha
TOT yulep6, KOTOPLIH BaM HaHOCSHT.

CKall CKpMBHJI MOPAY H BbipasHTeJbHO MJIOHYJ B Mpo-
THBOTIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY:

— Tul Aymaelub, MHe HanJjieBaTh Ha BallK MHPBI TONLKO
NoTOMY, uTO 1 JIo6ai0 cBoM? I cTapaloch cllefHTb 3a
HOBOCTSIMH, K TOMY e § 3Hal0, CKOJIbKO Bpela HaHOCAT
TBOH Geasa6oTHule repod. Jla Kakue repou! Ouu npocto-
HanpocTo TeppopHCTh!

JI>)kek BHHMaTeNbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha ¢Hllepa:
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— Tbl npaB, — NPOCTO CKa3ajJ OH H OTPAXHYJ MblJb C
6piok. — Ouu He 6Gosnee yem y6HHUL. A co BpemeHeM
MOTYT cTaThb eule Xyxke. Ho omHa)apl oHH noMmorau Mie.
Koneuno, M3 cBOHMX COGCTBEHHBIX KOPBICTHBIX - MO6yxne-
HUH. A ceHuac MHe He K KoMy 0GpaTHTbCSl 32 MOMOLUbIO.
K Tomy ke y HHUX HaxoauTcsi MoH pa3yMm. Ouu 3a6paau
Molo namaTth, Ckan, 3a6paju B TO BpeMs, KOTAa s1 HaXORHJI-
Cs1 B XOJIOAHOM clle. A MHe Hy)XHa Most nmamsTb. K ToMy ke
A NOJXKeH paccKa3aTb UM, KeM OHM ObLIH KOrAa-To.

— A uTo 6yneT ¢ MuctBaabaom? M motoM, Koraa Thl
yelelb, YTO HaM fAeJlaTh C HHMH?

— Ouu yxe nomorau BaMm, — oTBeTHa [xek. — Onu
cpaka/lHCh C TPaKHaHCKHM TeCKOM TOrfa, Korjia Bel O HeM
JAaxke He 3HanaH. OHHU ycnesH YHHYTOXHTb FHe30 TPaKoB
11a nepBoii (ha3e ero pasBHTHS, a 3TO ropasfio GoJblue, YeM
Bbl MOXKeTe ceGe MPeanooXKHTh.

PdHiLep ¢ ropeybio OTBETHJ:

— Ounwu rpa6aT Haluy npHpoAy, HawH Jieca H pekH. OHH,
M Hac yGblOT TaK e, Kak M TpakoB. IlpaBma, Hac onH
6ynyT y6uBaTb OYeHb MeAJIEHHO H OueHb 6e3)KajJoCTHO.

— CBsiXHTeCb ¢ HHMH H pacCKaXXHTe MM, YTO OHH
nenalotT. Moxer 6biTb, OHH MOCHYWAOT Bac? — yCTaJo
nocoseTtoBas Jlxek.

= A ecsH Het?

— OHH HJH TpakH. Y Bac HeT TpeTbero BeiGopa, Ckai.
Ot 3enenbix Py6auwek oGopoHsThest mpocto. [Mas storo
HY>XHO NMOCTPOHTb (HAbTPYIOLLIHE NaMObl BLOJb peK H 03ep.
A TpaKoB... TPaKOB MOXKeT OCTaHOBHTb TOJIbKO CHJIA.

CKan NpHUrNafn/a CBOH YCbl U MpPOTSAHYJ:

— OpHaxnabl s fan Tebe HOX...

— 1 -3naio.

— Tol HHyero He 3Haews! — BenbiXHyA (uuep. — Tl
HHYEro He 3HaJ Torga M HHYero He 3Haellb ceiiyac. DToT
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HOX CHMBOJIM3HpYyeT yBaxacmoro Bpara. OH o3HavaeT
MHJIocepaHoe yOGHIACTBO, ecJiH npourpada 6HTBa. Mbl Bce
noBepH/H TeGe YCKOPHTb Hally CMepTb, €CJIH Mbl NPOHTpa-
eM GuTBY 3a MuctBanba. S Bepun Tebe, kak apyry. Ho
Belb Thl cobHpaelsbcsl NOHTH K HHUM, He TaK JH?

JI>)keK MOJIOXKHJ CBOI0O pyKy Ha O6poHekocTioM. Ou
NeHCTBHTGJILHO XOTesNl MOHTH M MOCMOTPETb, MOXHO JH
NPOHHKHYTb B Jlarepb.

— Ckan, Tbl HHYETO He MOHHMaellb... — MoKayaJs roJjo-
Boit LlTopm.

— S Bce nounmaio! Tul npedas cBoero umnepatopa, a
Tenepb npedaews U Hac! )

— §1 ne npepnalo Bac. Ho s1 coBepuienHo He co6Hpaioch
nporoHaTh 3enacHbix PyGawek ¢ naaners. Jait MHe ppems
Ha TO, YTO MHE HY>XHO CAeNaTh.

— Tl He Gyacwb C HHMH cpaxaTbcs?

— Her.

Ckan Ts)Kes0 B3lIOXHYJ. B ero sHTapHbIX rsaasax no-
Ka3aJiiCb CJe3bl: ]

— YTo 51 ponxeH 6yny ckasatb CoBety? Uto a1 gosmxen
6yay cKasaTb O HalUWX NOrHGUIHX?

— Iepenait CoBeTy, uTO 51 NOCTapaloch BCTPETHTLCSA C
JNIOAbMH, KOTOpble CTPOSIT 3[eChb HECAaHKLHOHHPOBAHHYIO
6a3y. {1 nposeny neperoBopbl, ecqH COBET paspeluuT HM
3fecb ocTaTbcs. A uTo Kacaetcs y6uThiX... — ek napy
MHHYT nomosyan. — Tak Bo3MOXHO, YTO UX YOHJH TpaKH.
[Toxa Mbl He 3HaeM 3Toro.

— Ho ux Moran y6uth M 3esenble Py6Gawku!

— §1 3nalo. [lepenait crapeiiudHam, uTo 1 NpHHOWY
HM H3BHHEHHS 32 BbICOKOMEpDHE M >XECTOKOCTb YeJoBe-
yecko# pacel. Ml He Bceraa ymeeM NpH3HaBaTb pPasyM-
HOCTb H LIeHHOCTb APYTHX cyluecTB. S mocTapaioch, 4TOGL!
ceMbsIM MOrHOLWMX NPENOCTaBHAH KaKHe-TO JbrOTHl B
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ToprosJjie, H eile — s MocTapaioch, YTo6ul Mepef HUMH
H3BMHHJIHCD.

— A yMelOT JIH 3TH JIIOAH NPHHOCHTb H3BHHEHHS?

JI>KeK yTBepAMTEeJbHO KHBHYJI:

— Ja, Ge3ycnoBHo. Mbl yMeeM lies1laThb 3TO.

duulep yCnoKOHJCS H OMyCTHJ XBOCT:

— B Takom cayuyae, mMoH moporoit Apyr, s BepHYyChb
OQMH H paccKaXky cTapeHLIHHaM, UTO Thl H3MEeHHJ HaM
H3 caMblX 6Jarux no6y>XAeHHH. A ecid OHM HamaiyT Ha
Te6s... HeT, 51 He ayMalo, uTo Te6a GyneT Tak YXK Jierko
YHHYTOXHTb B 3THX fgocnexax. Ho ecaun te6sa y6bioT, s
oTOMLLYy 3a Tebs.

Ckasl npoTsIHYJl Ha NpOLIaHHe CBOIO JIOXMATyIO Jamy.
JxxeK c obserueHunem noxkan ee. ¥ Bapyr oH ycabian rae-
TO BAaJieKe CBHCTSAILUMI 3BYK, a Bcle[l 3a 3THM YBHAes B
Hebe ocJ/ieNHTeNbHYI0 BenblwKy. CBHCT cTaa Gosiee oTyeT-
JIUBBIM.

— UYepTt 3HaeT uTo! — KpHKHYNn oH. — CkaJj, Geru!
Cablwnib, 6ern B Jec!

Jxek MrHOBeHHO cHaJ ¢ Boyru ueM H cTa’a paccre-
rHBaTb GPOHEKOCTIOM.

— Yro 3TO0? — CNpOCHJ YAHBJIEHHHIH ¢HIep.

— 3710 X Hamo! A 4 ele cob6Hpaljcsi He3aMedeHHBIM
NpocKoyuTh MHMO oxpaHbl! JIxkek c6pocHn c cebs
GOTHHKH M GpoHexKHJeT. — DTO TpaKHaHcKkHe 6oeBhle
Kopa6su. CeHuac oHM 6YAYT aTakoBaTs 6a3y. A eue
nos)e Becb 3TOT paloH OyHeT HaBOAHeH BOHCKaMH
TpakoB. Tl He Moxellb HATH co MHoi. — JDxek
TsxeJo Abiwan. OH chnelwlHs c6pPOCHTh C cebsl OpyXKei-
Hble Tnosca.

— Ho Beab Thl He cKaXkellb MHe, APYT, YTO OHH... —
Ckann ycTaBHJ majell B pacKajbiBaiolleecsi OT TpoxoTa
He60 — ... He B3suIM Te6s MoA npHuea?
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Atoro JXkek ckasaTh He Mor. MuCTBaaba H1axoAuJacs
3a npepenamu JJoMHHHOHA, 1 3[4cChb MHpPHOE CcOrjauleHHe
He acHcTtBoBano. Tak uyTo Ha ero GpOHIO TpaKi MOLJH
pearHpoBaTh TaK, KaK XOTeJH.

duwep nobeaHo BLIFHYN YepHble JOXMaTble G6poBH:

— Bot puauwsb! 3HauHT, XOTb KOMY-TO H3 Hac Hauo
crnacTHCh 4751 TOro, 4To6bl 3a6paTh Ha3aA TBoe H3BHICHHe!

JI>keK BnpbIrHyJl B GpPOHEKOCTIOM, 3aKpenHl AaTUHKH |
npoBepH/l noKasaHusi npHGopoB. Ckal 3acyHya Mopay
BHYTPb CKacdaHApa H MOCMOTpPeJ Ha 3aMLUEBYIO MPOKJAAKY
¢ Boyrn. '

— Ara! Tak BOT 3TO, 3HauMT, i €CTb TBOH HamapuHK?
— cnpocun oil. '

- Ha.

— MHurepecHo...

— TIlpoBepb-ka TuLI JAyylie cBoe BoopykeHue! — KpHKk-
Hyn emy Jlxxek, npuBofs B 60eBYyI0 FOTOBHOCTL NepyaTKH.
— BoyrH, oTK/MI04H 3/1eKTPOILOK, a MOTOM — MepeXOAH Ha.
60eBOH pexHM.

«Xopouwo, 6ocec!» — ToTyac ke oTo3smajcsi Boyru.

HcTpe6uTenn Tpakos 6bilin yxe coBceM 6JH3Ko. 3eM-
N5l 3afiporKajia, 6oeBble KocMoeThl 3eJeHbiX Py6allek oaun
3a OfHHM CTajH NOAHHMATbCS B BO3AYX.

JI>KeK TpoBepHJ CBOH TNpHUeJbHbie CeTKH. 3esieHble
Py6awku nosHbl Gbinu 6aaropapuTth Bora 3a To, uto 3T0
6bls1 nepBbLIfi 3aneT TpakoB. MHave... HHaue HX OXKHAaA Gbl
MaccHpoBaHHbIH GomGoBuiit yaap. Cyas no Bcemy, y Tpa-
KOB He Obl0 HazeMHoli 6a3bl Ha 3Toil NyaleTe, H NO3TOMY
OHH pelUuHaH OGOHTHCb OpY)XHeM MaJioro paavyca aeii-
ctBHA. [Tocabiwancs rpom. KaxeTes, naao 6b110 CnewrHThb.
On o6sizan 6pin1 gobpatbcsi fo 3eseHbix Py6awek, noka

"TpakM He YHHYTOXKHJM 6a3y. Jkek cxBaTua (ulepa iia
pykH H nobexan.
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Kanun otowen oT sKpanoB BleLilero HabalogeiHs.
Mpoxaateic Tpaku! [lake B 3THX CryLWalOWHXCs, OC/CH-
WX OT AOXKAS CyMepKaXx, Ollyllanoch X NpHCYTcTBHe. B
nocaeatice spemsi Cpartoit Kannun uyscTBoBan ce6s y3HH-
koM. KaxkeTcsl, Tpaky o6 3TOM-3HaJH, HO HX 3TO HHCKOJIb-
Ko He GecriokonJio. Ot cxKaJsl KyJsak, caenal riay6oKHiT BLOX
1 nocrapaJcst yenokonThest. Mioraa emy 6blJ1o LOCTaTOUHO
OMH pa3 MOCMOTPETb la XXYKOB, OXPaHfBWHX BXOH B
WTa6-KBapTHPY YOKCPOB, YTOOLI MOTOM 60JIeTh HECKOJbLKO
AlleH.

Cynsn no Bcemy, ero apyr Ilemnc cowen ¢ yma. Bo
BCSIKOM cJlyyae, Apyroro o6bsiCHEHHS NPOHCXOASLUEMY
Kanun nafith He mor. B nocsnearce Bpems HMnepaTop
CTapaJicsi NMPOHHKIYTb Aa)XC Ha CaMmble MajieHbKHe, sIBIO
HenyXXusie eMy nJjanetTkd. Uto ero Toskano Tyma? Uro?
Hapepnoe, xaxna paacti. [la u Bo Bcex Gecrnopsakax,
NPOHCXOMSIIHX BOKpPYr, Bce GoJblie YyBCTBOBaJach pyka
HMnepaTopa. A yx 06 3TOM NpeaaTesbckoM H 6e3yMHOM
Joropope C TpaKaMH H FOBOPHTb He CTOHJIO...

H3 coobuwenus, noc1ynaB|.u;Tx K HeMy c Bueumed
rpanuusl, Kaaun 3Han, uto cBoGomonioGubl, B3GYyHTOBaB-
wHecss npotus [lenuca, caaBathes He cobupalotcs. Ouu
roTOBbl Ha BCe — BMJIOThL A0 MOJHOMAacwWTaGHOIl BOMHbL ¢
Tpuagckum TpoHoM. A TaKyio BoHHY NpPH HaJHYHH OveHb
cepbe3loii yrposnl CO CTOPONLI aT-(apeioB HMIepaTop
ce6e MO3BOJIHThL i1e MOT.

Cesitoit Kanun oxupan Hunapo. Tot mosmxen 6uia
JOCTaBHTb €My nocJjefliiie coobueHusa. [lennc xoutpo-
JIHpOBaJN Bce KaHajbl CBS3H YOKepoB, TaK YTO CaMbIM
HaAC>KHBIM CNOCO60OM AOCTaBKH HHQOPMALHH CTaHOBHJ-
cs1 yenopeK. [locsne nuunpenta ¢ 'n66onom Kanuu e
3iazn, MoxXeT s ou poBepaTthb JMunapo. Iloxoxe, ToT
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noraabiBaJjcsl, YTo oTHoweHHe K Hemy Ero CaaTtefwe-
CTBa M3MEHHJIOCH.

3a nOBepblo nocabillajduch wWward. B KomHaTy Bowes
JlxoHaTtaH, a cjJeoM 3a HHM — W BOHHCTBEHHBIH YOKep
Hunapo.

Kanun npHBeTCTBEHHO KHBHYJI:

— 3npascTtBy#, Ouunapo! Kakue HoBocTH?

— Bawe CasarefimiectBo, dPapdynr yuen nox 3awuty
HMnepaTopa. DTo 6bIJIO coeNaHO AJiIfl TOTro, YTOGH Kak-To
3alUHTHTBCST OT aT-(hapeJioB.

— Yuwen?... [Togoxau... Uro Thl Meewb B BHAY MOA
3THM CJIOBOM? '

— JKurtenu nnaHeTHl OTPeK/JHChb OT MHCCHOHEPOB H
nonpocHJH 3awuThl y ITenuca. Xots... 1 He gyMalo, YTo aT-
(dapesbt B Ganxkatillee BpeMsi MOTYT HamacTh Ha HHX...

— Bce nousaTHo. — KanuH nogouen K cToay W3 Kpac-
HOTO [epeBa M TMOMJIafiHJ pPYKOH TOHKHe MNpHUYANHBbLIE
NpoXHJKH. JlpeBecHbI Yy30p, COTKaHHBI H3 COJIHEUHBLIX
Jydeil Y LLIOPOXOB Jieca, BCeraa ycnokauaa ero. — A uTto,
aT-apesibl AeiiCTBHTENIbHO TOTOBHJHCH K aTaKe?

JluHapo oT6pocHs co Jiba BOJIOCHI:

— §I He cMoOr HaWTH 3TOMY HHKaKHX MNOATBEPXXAeHHH.
IToxoxe, uto arenThl Ilennca NPpOHHKJ/H B MOPT, a 3aTeM...
3aTeM TNOKa3aHHA NPHGOPOB GEUIH H3MEHEHbI.

— Tak npocrto? — B3goxHya Kanuu. — Hy uto x. { He
MOry ocy»xaaThb KoJioHHcToB dopdyHra 3a 6JH30PYKOCTD,
— OH HPOHHYHO YABIGHYJCA. — B KOHLE-TO KOHLOB OHH
CResla/H JIHWb TO, ‘YTO CYHTAIH HEOGXOAHMBIM.

— Ho... Bawe CssarefiuecTso...

— Bor c To6oi#, [uuapo! TIpekpaTH OTHOCHTbCA KO
MHe, KaK K KaKoMYy-To Xpynkomy penukty! 51 coTkan u3
KPOBH M TUIOTH M CBAIT He GoJjiee, YeM Thl.

JlvHapo B3ApOTHYJ, 3aHKHYJCS, a MOTOM NpPOM3HeC:
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— Cap, y HUX He GbLIO HHKAKHX lIaHCOB OTGHTL Aaxke
yuyebHyIio aTaKy, a Yy 4YTO roBOpHTb 0 HacTtosiueit! Her, n
TOXe He ocyxKaalo WX. lenuc pasbirpan 3Ty KapTy oueHb
HCKYCHO.

Kanuu naxmypuacs:

— Pacckaxu 06 atom J>xoHaTtany u Maprapure. ITycTb
OllH MNpeaynpeasiT OCTaJbHBIX O TEX Hrpax, B KOTophie
HrpaeT Hall MaJeHbKHI pbIXKHI WMnepaTop. XoTs... I He
aymalo, uto INenuc 6yneT MOBTOPATLCA...

— [IHa, cap. Ho nouemy [lenuc menaer 3to HMeHHO
céiiyac?

— Jla noToMmy, 4TO OH BCTYNMHJI B COI03 C TpPaKaMH.

— A pasBe ol He MOr cAejaTb TO )XKe caMmoe, KOrAa
BOeBaJl C HHMH?

— Moxert 6biTb, H Mor. Ho B To BpeMsi BeposiTHOCTb
HaCTOSILIEro BTOPXKeHHs Gbljla CAHLIKOM BesiHKa. Tpaku ao
CHX nop 1e ocTaHoBHaHCh. OHH NpHOGpeTaloT BCC HOBbIE
M HoBble NJIaHeThl AJIs1 CBOMX HHKy6aTopoB. K ToMy e oHH
TMOLUIHK 112 COI03 C HaMM TOJILKO MOTOMY, YTO OHH GoSTCA
Hac ropasjio MeHbule, yeM aT-¢apesioB. B cyuiHocTH, Mbi
HYXHBI HM KakK 6ydep.

Junapo mMonua cayal.

— KctaTi, a uyTo C 3anucAMH? — CMPOCHA Yy Hero
Kanun. '

JnHapo mokpacHeJ:

— 3anucH yueneand. OHH pacCUHTBIBANH HA TO, YTO HX
yHHUTOXAT aT-apesbl, H AaXKe He NOGECMOKOHIHCH O TOM,
4TO6bl H36ABHTLCSI OT KOMIIPOMETHPYIOWHMX MaTepHaJloB A0
TOro, Kak nJiaHeTa nepenaeT noa BaacTh [lenHca.

Kanun nouyscTBoBan ce6s oueHb cTaphiM... Ha ®ap-
(ynre 6bi1a 0fHa H3 caMbiX GOJIbWHX KOJIOHHH yokepos. K
TOMY JKe OHa HaxoAuJiachb Ha NyTH K BHewHe# rpanuie.
Koneuno, undopmauus, nonaswas B pykd ITennca, 6oab-
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woro yuiep6a Cpoatomy Kanuny nanecti iie morJia... Xotsl...
9T1o mMorsio KoHYHTbest M apyrdm: Ilemic nouyscTByeT
ocTpylo leyBepeHHocThb B ce6Ge... Ja, koneuno. Beab Bna-
neneu Tpuamckoro Tpona Tak Goscs paspacTalouiercst
«HMIMEPHH» YOKEpOB...

— Byab octopoxkeH, — ckasan Kanun [uuapo. —

Crxopee Bcero, tenepb I[Tennc nocrapaetes cda6pukoBaTsb
aAeqo o6 H3Melle.

- O6 u3 — me — He?

Kanun ropbko yxmbiabydacst. Ecan dunapo u Gba
BOMHCTBYIOIUIHM MHCCHOHEPOM, 3TO €llle He 03HayaJso TOoro,
YTO OH KeJial MPHCBOUTHL cebe NIOGYIO TIaHeTy, Ha KOTO-
pylo nonaman. M Bce ke — cefiuac [luHapo npeacrToss
OTKPBITHIFI KOH(PJIHKT C HMIEpPaTOpoOM, a OH SIBHO Gbll He
roTtoB K 3ToMy. BrnipoueMm, camomy KanuHy cTbluka Mexxay
.MuccHoHepaMH H [lenHcom Gbina coBeplIEHHO He HYXXHa.

— Tlenuc naBHO yXe MOroBapHBaeT O TOM, UTO H3 MeHfl
MOr Gbl MOJIYUHTbCH 20pa3do Ayuuiiii NpaBHTEb, YeM OH, =~
ycrano nosichua Kanun.

— Bce nousitHo... — npo6opmotan JuHapo.

Ceatoit Kanuu npxcTanbHo mocMoTpes Ha MOJIOLOrO
yejioBeKa:

— Jdunapo...
— [Ha, cap?...
— CkaXy MHe, YTO CJBILHO 06 dnubep?

Jlerxkuit pyMsiHel, BLICTYMNHJ Ha 3aropeJioM LIHPOKOCKY-
JIOM " IHUe:

— Huuero, cap.

HnrepecHo, noueMy oH Tak nokpachen? MoxeT GbiTb,
Ol CMYLIEH TeM, YTO He CMOT HHuero yaHatb? A Moxer
6blTb, AJIS 3TOFO €CTb KaKHe-TO ApYrue, GoJjiee peasbHble
nprunnel? Kanun ctporo nocmorpeJi na JuHapo:

— §1 o6n3aTeNbHO HOJKEH 3HATb, Tle OHa.
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~ Bbl xe 3naeTe, Kak oHa BocnHTaHa, c3p. Ee He Tak-
TO NMpPOCTO 06HAPYXKHTb.

— Ha, a1o 51 3nai0. Ho ceiiuac ona naxoguTtes rog
Mocii onekoii. — Kanwn 6bi1 oueHb o3a6oued.

JiHapo BOCNMPHHSJ 3TH CJAOBA, KaK BbI30OB:

— Xopouio, s HaWgy ee, c3p.

— $1 napeiochb Ha Te6s. KcTaTH, Koraa 6yaelub YXOAHTD,
nowsin ko MHe IloHaTaHa.

Kasnnn crop6ujcs M nogowes K 3KpaHam BHeLUHero
Ha6aloneHHst. dnnbep H IXKeK onaTb He BLIXOAHJH Y Hero
H3 rosoBbl. K ToMy »Ke, Kpome HoBoCTei, MpHHECEHHBIX
emy JIHHapo, y Hero 6blia H clue ofHa HOBOCTb. Yac Hasap,
eMY paccKasajHd O cuie OAHOH aTake aT-tapenos. ...[1aeH-
HbLX OHU He bpaau...



FAABA 17

dnubep noTpe6oBanoch UeJbIX HeThlpe HeAeNH AJA
Toro, 4To6bl OTHICKATh KOA K 3amHcsaM. YuHToHa. Boo6iue-
TO, MOIJIO CIYYHTBLCSI TaK, YTO OHA He yrafiana Gbl 3TOT Ko
Hukoraa. Ho oHa npemnojioxuna, 4To ecsd UMS CBeprHy-
Toro umnepatopa Pepura okasanoch maposieM, OTKpbIBalko-
KM BXOAHYIO ABepb, To MMs I[lenuca, KoTopoMy YHHTOH
6bls1 06s13an Gosblie BCero Ha cBeTe H KoToporo Gosblue
BCero 1a CBeTe HeHaBHAEeJ, BMOJHE MOXET OKa3aTbCsl
KJIIOYOM K ero cekpeTHbIM (ainam. B sTom 6bina Hekas
cBOsl U3BpallleHHasl Jorika. daubep npekpacHo 3HaJja, uTo
Hu Tlenuc, Hu BaupoBap Banactep Hukorma He cTaHyT
pasrangbiBaTh Koa. E# camoli ToabKo uyaom ypanoch coe-
Jnath 3TO.

3anucH YHHTOHa 6bIIH OTpbIBOYHBI. danbep He cpasy
NpHBbIKJAA K 06pa3y Mmblcaeit sToro yesnoBeka. Ho moposb-
HO-TaKH CKOPO' OHa OGHapyXWJ/ia 3aMeTKH 06 aKTHBHOMN
HeATeNbHOETH 3eneHbix Py6allleK M 0 MOMCKaX KCHLUHHEL
no umenu IlpHHUecca. YHHTOH Bblilles Ha ee ciel Gyk-
BaJIbHO Tepej caMbiM OTBbe3a0M Ha ButHio. A Ha Butiu oH
norue6. ’

3anucH 6bIM O4YeHb KOPOTKHMH H. HamoJIOBHHY 3a-
WK GpoBaHHBIMH. DHGep cMorJia MOHNTL HeMHoroe: [TpuH-
uecca HMeJsla apHCTOKpaTHYecKoe NpoHCXoXKaeHHe W o6Ha-
PY>HTb ee GblJIo OYeHb TPYAHO. 3aMHCH NMOATBEPXKAANH HX
HOTafKH O ToM, uTo Ha JlasepTayn JlKeka OTNpaBHJH
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3eJjiesle Py6auiky nocjie KakHX-TO MaHHMyJsUMil camoro
Yunrona. ITo cyTH, otnpaBKka JI)KeKa B 3Ty KOJIOHHIO 6bisia
IJ1si Hero CMepTHBEIM NpHrosopoM. A mocJe Toro, Kak LIITopn
cyMeJi yueJseTb, €ro MoCYHTaNH OYeHb OMACHBIM.

Eute 6osiee LeHHO oKa3ajach HHGOPMaUHA O TOM, YTO
Ha BuTuu rotoBuJach JoBywka aas Kaauna. Ero Cesreii-
LIeCTBO AOJKeH Obla MOrHGHYTb JIMOO TaM, JIH60 — ecJiH
3TO He YHacTCsl — BMOCJEACTBHH, B pe3yjbTaTe MpsiMOro
KoH(uKTa c ITenncom. KoHeyHo, Ha BHTHH Bce BhILLIO
no-gpyromy: Jlkek, cam Toro He Mofo3peBas, OKa3saJicsl
HCMOJIHHTENIeM APEBHEro npopoyectsa, a YHHTOH NOru6.

dnubep enBa ycrnesa OTKIIOYHTb KOMNbIOTEp YHHTO-
Ha, Korja po6oT-oXpaHHHK mpolues B rnomelueHHe. OHa
THXOHbKO CHJeNla B TeMHOTe H pa3MblLsJia O MpPOYH-
TaHHOM.

— Buunmanue! OcrtaBaiitecb Ha Mecte! ITpenbsiBHTe
HAEeHTH()HKAUHOHHBIN UHn! — MPOTHBHBIM CKPHMYYHM TOJIO-
COM CKOMaHfioBaJ po6oT.

daubep coBeplIeHHO He cobGHpajach HHYEro NpexbsB-
JaTb. OHa CMOKOHHO BbIHYJAa H3-3a Mosica HeGOJIbLIYI0
6aHOUKy H pacchinmasa BOKpYr ce6si ee comepxumoe. SToT
a3po30Jib AeiicTBOBa/ HKOBOJIbHO-TAKH HHTEPECHO: C OfHOM
CTOpOHBI, OH BBLIBOAHJ H3 CTPOsl BHAeOKaMephl po6oTa, ¢
Jpyroil — 310pOBO OXJaXfaj ee coGCTBEHHOE TeJso, TaK
YTO M TEMJOAATYHKH CTAHOBHJIHCH COBeplleHHO GecroJses-
HbIMH. Po6oT GecrnoMolHo 3aBepresicst Ha MecTe. daubep
BBICKOYHJIA B KOPHMAOP, HO, K HeCHacTblo, PyKOHM 3auenH-
Jlack 32 MaHHUMyJATOP MeXaHHYecKoro crtopoxka. PoGor
pa3BepHYJICS H BLICTPEJIHJ B ee CTOPOHY. SIpKO-CHHHH Jy4
OTCKOUYHJI OT GpOHHpOBaHHOH cTeHbl. DJHGep moGexxana.
Po6oT BEICTpeJIHJ B NPOTHBOMOJIOXKHYIO CTeHY. B cocennux
KOpDHOpax MOCJBILIAJCS LIYM: 9TO OXpPaHHasf CHrHajH3a-
UMSA MOAHS/IA HAa HOTH MOAHUHIO. DaKbep riy60Ko B3AOXHY-

147



Ja 11, yTo6bl COKpPaTHTb NyTb, NpbLIrHyaa Ha ABa JeCTHHY-
nuix nposieta suu3. Yept! Kaxcetcs, oHa npHseMannach He
cAHlWKoM YyaauHo! DsuGep cTHcHyna 3y6bl OT 6oaH H
noGerkaja no JiecTHHLE.

IlpsiMo Ha Gery oHa OTLEMHJA 11apy4YHbIi MHKPOPEKOp-
aep W Boi6pocHaa ero. Bor Ttak Bot! IlycTb nososaT ee
nojonblue! ToT NpHOGOPUKK 3anHcan 3BYK ee Waros, Koraa
oHa Gexkajia Mo KOPHAOPY, a ceiiyac Ha MoJHYI0 MOLHOCTb
nNpourpaeTt AJs OXpaHbl 3aMHCb.

B camoM KoHlle KopHaopa BHAHCAHCH TSXKeJble ABEpPH.
JHaxke ecan Dnubep KakHM-TO 06pasoM yaacTcsi MpoiTH,
BCe PaBHO OHa NOMNAAET B NoJie 3peHHs TeJleKamep oXpalibl.
danbep nmpHKajnach X CTCHe H ocMoTpesach. [Bepb Gbina
oTkphiTal OHa MeaseHHO 3axJonbiBajsach: BUAHUMO, KTO-TO
TONILKO YTO npouies yepe3 nee. OHa JoACKOUHAa K ABEpH,
JOpKHYJia B Hee H, MpHXpaMbiBas, noina snepes. Mnrepec-
HO, yAajoch MM KaMepaMm 3acHsTb ee? M MoxHo nu 6yner
ono3HaTb ee Mo 3Toi 3anucu? Jxek coapaa Gbl C liee
WKYpYy, ecan 6Gbl y3Haa, Kak oHa pHckyeT. Ho raasHoe...
rjaBHoe, 4To6bl Ol He nonaJjcs nepBbiM... Danbep notepaa
3ansicTbe M BBLICKOYHJA H3 3HaHHSA.

UbA-To OrpoMHas pyka CXBaTHJa ee 3a JIOKOTb:

— Mbl y>e BO BTOPOI pa3 BcTpeyaeMcsi € BaMH, JielH
danbep! — Kpok noaTsaHya ee mobauxke K cebe M KakK
MOXKHO 6ojiee THXO NpopoKoTan: — §I AyMaio, YUTo Bbl OHeHb
NJIOX0 OpHelTHpyeTechb B TeMHoTe. BcTaHbTe Ha Mou Go-
THHKH M JepXHTecb 3a pPykH. OHM Bce paBHO YBHAAT
TOJIbKO . MOI0 cnuHy. — Kpox o6usa danbep, nokpenuye
npHxKa/ ec K ceb6e M CMOKOMHO 3aiuiaran yepes ABOPLOBYIO
naowanb. C3afH Moc/bllaNHCh KPHKH.

-— HeTt-HeT, 71 Huyero He BuAes. 51 6bla 1ia neXxypcTse,
a ceMyac 1 yxoxy, — npo6opmotan Kpok.

— UYro BH MenaeTe? — HCAyraHHo cnpockia daubep.
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— §1 yBoxy Bac oTclofa. Bel Beab N/IoXo 3arnoMHiiaere
npeAynpeXxXAcHUs: f NpeaynpeXkaan Bac, UTO Bbl JOJKHBI
AepXKaTbCsl KaK MOXKHO AaJiblie oTcloaa.

— [Ha, na, s nomio, — ckasana daubep. — Tenepb Mou
Zlesia 31eChb YXXC 3aKOHUYHJIHCh. '

Oui npubmKanuch K BbiXoLy. DTOT CeKTop ABopa
Bcerja ObiT XOpoLo OcBelleH H OTJIHYHO NaTpyJ/HpPOBaJCH.
dnubep npoiritysa nof AepeBo, B CNaCHTENbHYIO TeHb:

— Cnacu6o. Janswe s nonpo6yio go6paTbcs OAHA.

— Ja net. I He AyMalo, YTO Hauwl MNOJHUEHCKHI MH-
HHCTp — nypak. CrtoiiTe 3acck. Cefiyac st moaroHio cpoit
aBTOMOGHJIb.

dnnbep cnpaTanch 3a Aepeso. [onoBa KpyKuJack.
Pyku nopparusaau. Kaxkercs, cit Hafgo 6blJ1o A0BepHTbCS
Kpoky.

ABTOMOGHAL OCTAHOBHJICS PSIIOM C AepeBoM. 3agHss
IlBepKa OTKpbliach, DHGep NOANo/as3Na K He#t M I0pKHyaa
BHYTPb.

— Kyna Mbl HanpaBasieMcsi, JegH?

— B Tpywo6er. B nio6oii 6ap.

Kpok KpsikHyJ. ABTOMOGHAbL TpoHyJcs. OHHM - yxe
MHHOBaJIH BOPOTa, KOFMla 3aryfie/ii CHpeHbl Bceobluei Tpe-
BOTH W BBIXOAbI ObLJIH MepeKphITHI.

Miunocel TsXKesNo B3LOXHYJ:

— 3HayHT, Bbl cobHpaeTech OCTaTbCH TaM?

— [Ja, — THXo cKa3ana daubep..OHa noHHMana, 4To y
Hee 16T HHKaKHX CHA HATH.

— A Kyaa Bbl HampaBHTech fajblue?

— He 3iaio, — ckasana oma. — Bo pcsikoM cayuae,
no#ny Tyaa, rae 6yaet 6esonaciio. OHa nogymana O TOM, UTO
BroJiiie MOXKIO cKpbiThest Y KamiHna, Ho TyT ke oTOpocHJsa
3TOT BapHanTt: [lenHc ouenb xopoluo 3Han o6 Hx Apyx6e. H
BAPYT OHa MOHSJA, KyAa ee Jo/KeH oTBe3TH Kpok.
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Moryuuit MHJIOCel, OCTOPOXHO TOJKHYJa DjuGep py-
ko#. OHa mpocHyJach.

— Mbl exa/H BCIO HOYb H, Ka)KeTcsl, HaKOHell-TO Kyaa-
TO momnajnd, — npopbiuan Kpok.

Ha yanunue 6b1110 TeMHo. [Tepe HHMH cTosiIo orpoMHoe
6esnoe 3naHHe. Ero cTeHbl oTiHBaau cepe6poM B Mepuaio-
LuleM JyYHHOM cBeTe. DauGep NocMoTpeJia BOKPYr H TNpH-
BbIYHbIM B3rJISAOM 3aMeTHJIa MHOXECTBO TeJjleKaMep OXpa-
Hbl. JKeHIlMHA, KOTOPYIO OHa HCKaJja, MpoXHBajla 3jech.

— Hy u uTo e 3TO Takoe? — HaCMeLWIHBO CMPOCHJ
Kpok. — DTo ckJen HaH Xpam?

daubep XMLIKHYJa:

~ Hu 10 ¥ Hu apyroe. Cagu — N0BOJIbHO-TAaKH H3Be-
cTHas po¢roBuua. — OHa nmokasana pykol Ha ray6okHii
BXOA-TYHHesb. — DTO 3JaHHe YeM-TO NMOXOXe Ha anc6epr.
Boabluas ero nojioBHHa HaxoAUTCA Mof 3eMJel. — Dunbep
3axJionuyJa Apepuy H 3agymajnach: — Cnacn60, KOMaHAUP.
— THXO CKasaJja OHa.

Kpox kuBHY.I:

— Bcerna pag nomoyb. CkaxkMTe MHe, eC/H Bhl YTO-
HUGYnb 06 3TOM 3HaeTe... — Kpok 3agymaJsics U 3aMoauai.

daubep KuBHYJa rojosoii. OHa 3HaJsa, 0 YeM OH XoTel
ee CNpOCHTb.

— i cabiana, yto IDkek aus. OH XHB M cpaXkaeTcs
O CHX TOp.

Munocel, WHPOKO yJbIGHYJICA:

— Cnacu6o! Ceiiyac yxe mnosgso, Jeau Dian6ep. K
TOMY >Xe MHe HYXXHO BpeMs, 4ToObl HanuTbcA. Ecaun s
NpHeny TpPe3BbIM, B Ka3apMe 3aMof03pAT YTO-TO HesafHoe.

daubep oTowsa B CTOPOHY. ABTOMOGW/b TPOHYJCS.
Korga ona cmycTusiach B TYHHeJb, TeJieKaMepbl OXpaHbl
3aXyXKa/, MOBOPAaYHBast K Hell CBOM 0GBEKTHBBI.
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— Her, ner. 1 He porosapuBanachb o BCTpeue, —
ckasasna Daubep BOT Yy)Ke, KaxeTcs, B AeCAThHIH pa3. —
Mie nyxHo norosoputb ¢ Caau. BriosHe Bo3MOXHO, UTO
HaM c liefl yaacTcsl paspelIHTh OQHY BaXKHYIO npoGJeMy.
— Omna cTosina Bo3jie OrpOMHON ABepH M cJyliasa roJjoc
KoMmbloTepa

— Mapaam npocusa ee He 6ECMOKOHTb.

— Jla KTo ’Ke 3TO? — Ha 3KpaHe MoKasajach JOBOJbHO-
TaKH KpynHast XCHIKHHA ¢ CHMMAaTHYHOH IMOYKOM Ha Mog-
Gopoake. Ona HacTOpoXXeHHO NMOCMOTpesa Ha 3KpaH: —
Krto at10? Buifiaute, noxaayiicra, n3 teuu! S Bnyuwy Bac
TOJIbKO TOrAa, Koraa ysuaiol

Saubep nogowaa K ABepH H OTGPOCH/IA KaMIOWOH ¢
roJioBbl.

— Boxe wmoit! daubep! dto Toi!

— Ha, MamaM, — THXo oTBeTHJa Daubep.

— Kak npekpacHo! 3a 3To BpeMsi AeBylKa NpeBpaTH-
Jlach B o4apoBaTeJsibHyI0- XeHWwHHy! A rae Jxek? -

Het, ¢ Caau naneko He Bce 6bl10 npocTto. dinGep
MoHs/Ia 3TO 32 Te MONYaca, KOTOPble eff MPHILIOCh Npeny-
paThcsl C YNpSIMBIM KOMIMbIOTEPOM.

— Jl>keKk moru6, — THXO OTBETHJA OHa.

— 7o cpynpa. f cabiwana cooblueHHs1 penopTepos.
[TycTb OHM MOKaXyT ero Teso, 1f TOrAa fi MOBEpIO, UTO
JHxex Lltopm MeptB. — Ona ycTpounach noyao6GHee Ha
cBoelt kyweTKke. — Yero Thl Xouelb, Aoporas?

— Miie HyXHO y6exHnule, — ckaszana Daubep H ynana

B 06MOpOK. !



FhNABA 18

— TBon nomoiub 6yAeT oueHeHa NO 3acayram; — ckKa-
3aJl KoOMaHAHp 6a3bl. OHH OYeHb yCTall W Tenepb PCLUHIH
nepekycHTb. Mx Jua Bce eiue GblJIM YepHbl OT KOMOTH.
UyTb-uyTh B CTOpPOHe paGoyHe esid CBOH XOJNIOAHble 3aBTpa-
k1. Ceityac y»Xe MOXKII0 6blj0 rOBOPHTL 0 nobede. Tpaku
66111 OTGpOLLIeNbl, @ OHH MOTEPANH TONLKO OAHH HCTpeGH-
Tesb, Aa elle — HeNOCTPOEHHbIH KymoJs H ABa CKJIaACKHX
anrapa. B o6uewm-to Bce o6owsoch 6aarononyqso. Byas-
I03epbl yXe paGoTalH M BOCCTaHaBJHMBAaJH B3JeTHLIE MO-
JIoCHI. ’

Komananp 6asbl noayman ¥ po6asHi:

— Bce peno B TOoM, uUTO M3-32 Te6sl y Melisl BO3HHKIH
npo6aemsl. MHe COOGLIMAIH, UTO 51 He JoJKeH Tebs oTnyc-
KaTb.

— 51 1 cam XoTen G6bl ocratbesi, — orTBeTHa JDKek.
INTouepHeBin#t ot konotH Ckan no6aBu.L:

— A MeHs BHI, ec/iH MoXeTe, OTNYCTHTe K pexe. Bor
TOTA@ Y>XX MEeHSl He YAEp>KHT HHKTO!

Komangup Cray6 nepesen Barnsig Ha Ckana:

— A c BaMH, c3p, MOCKOJNbKY Bbl SIBJIsSieTeChb MpeAcTa-
BHTEJIEM MECTHOTO NPaBHTE/ILCTBA, Mbl JOKHBI 06pallaTh-
cs1 KaK ¢ nocsom. Ho nockosbky y Hac caMHX HeT HHKaKHX
opUUHaNBHEIX NMOJHOMOuYHH... — CTay6 3aMondan W Heo-
npefeieHHO TOoXKaJ NJledyaMH.
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= Y Bac He 6bl10 6Ll MOJHOMOYHH, CCJAH Gbl MbI He
BMelUaJjlIHCb B 3TOT KOHGpJAUKT, — oTBeTHa Ckan H mo-
CMOTpeJ Ha CBOIO Tapesaky. duuiep yMyApHJCS Mepeme-
Wwath Bech CBOH 3aBTpak — MACO, (PPYKTHl M OBOWH —
TaK, 4YTo OH cTaa lieyaHaBaeM. OH mogmepras ycamH,
3arpe6 MNOJIHYIO JIOXXKY HeBOooGpa3uMoOro BHHerperta H
CTan ecCTh.

— A y Bac cayuyaiiHo He HaiaeTcsi NHBa? — BApYT
OCBEIOMHM.JICSI OH.

Ctay6 nocnewno ckasaJg:

— Ha, na, KoHeuno. Hawu XoJIOAHJIbHHKH COBCeM He
noctpafand ot Gom6apaHpoBkH. — OH ILeJKHYJ Majbla-
MH, ¥ K lleMy TOTYac e GPOCHJHCH aibIOTAHTHI.

— Ilpu BceM yBa)KeHHH K BaM, — npo6opmoran JDxek,
= 51 HUKaK HC MOTY MOHSATb, MOYeMy Bbl OTKa3biBaeTech OT
nomolus. Bel e BHmesH BO3MOXXHOCTH GpOHeKOCTIOMa B
3TOit CXBaTKe C TPakaMH M He MOLJHM HX He OLEHHTb.

— OueHntb s Mory. Ho noBepsiTb TeGe s1 He Mory. —
Crtay6 6bla1 oueHb BJacTHbIM yesoBeKoM. Ero suuo 3arope-
JI0, a Y KpaelKoB GHICTPLIX cepo-3eJIeHbIX TJ1a3 MpHraau
JIyuHCTHe MOPIUHHKH. OH MOCTYYan Mo CTOJY MajbleM: —
Hac npenynpeiusiH, 4To Mbl QOJ/KHBI GbiTh OCTOPOXXHBI C
To6oii, Ltopm. Tebsi cunrtaloT areHToM Ilenmca.

JI>kek ycMexHyJcs:

— Hackoanbko 3To nssectHo Ilenucy, s MepTB.

— B TakoM cay4ae s HanmoMHI0 Te6Ge, — CKa3aJ KOMaH-
IHp, — 4YTO TBoe npeGbiBaHHe Ha JlasepTayHe GbllIo HeJle-
ranbHbiM. Benb Thl 3aHHMaJicst areHTYpHOH paGoToH.

J>kek MpoHHUYHO yabiGHYJcA. Bce, uTo oH pgesan B
JlazepTayHe, BXOAHJO B 06/1acTh €ro JHYHBIX HHTepe-
coB. A ecan Cray6 He 6blJl yBepeH B HeM, 3HAuHT, JxKek
JosKeH Obil y6eAHTb ero B COGCTBEHHOH 6JiaroHa-

HNEeXHOCTH.
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BepHysicsi anbloTakT ¢ TpeMsi Kopobkamu nmusa. Ckan
C LWYMOM OTKpHIJI CBOIO GaHKY.

— §1 61 Mor pgobGpaThcsi 10 Bac H Gojiee OGbIUHBIM
nyTeM, KCTaTH, y MeHs BeAb GblH elle OAHH AocnexH. Ho
C 3THM HHYero He BBILLJIO: f NonaJj B 3acany y 'n66oHa Ha
ManbTene.

— ¥ koro? — cnpocua Cray6 u oTopBajcsi OT NMHBa.

Jlxkek He o6paTHA HHKaKOro BHHMaHHS Ha ero Bonpoc:

— TloToMm s Hawes gopory K ckar6ytcaM Ha Bukrop-
Tpu. ByTcH oueHb 3anHTepecoBasach Moeill GpoHeH, 1o
HaM TnoMmelllajia CTOBOPHTbCS ouepefHas NUpaTckas Gowm-
6apaHpoBKa.

— Jla ¢ To6GoM onacuo pasroBapHBaTb! — ycMexHyJcs
Cray6.

JI>keK mocMOTpeJsl Ha OrpOMHYI0 AbIPY B MOTOJIKE CTO-
NOBOM M KHBHYJ: '

~ Bo BcAKOM c/ayuyae, Ha CEerofiHsl XBaTHT.

— TMomoxad... — KOMaHAHp BblCAyLIan AOKAAA afbblo-
TalTa 0 HaHeceHHOM yulep6e, OTAa/N Koe-KakHe pacrops-
XeHHS M onsTb nocmorpen Ha Jkeka:

— Ot ckar6yTcoB A0 Hac [AOBOJNbHO-TAKH MJHHHbIHA
nyThb.

Ckan yfapHusl XBOCTOM H OCKa/lHJ MesikHe 3yOhi:

— 3710 6bLIa MOSl BHHA, KOMaHAUp. £l mepexBaTHA ero
no jopore H. MOMPOCHJ NpHexaTb K Ham. Mos nnaHeta
3apa)keHa, MU HaM CPOYHO HYXXHa 6bila ero MoMollb.

— Tbl gyMaewsb, YTO B 3apaKeHHH BHHOBATbl MbI? —
cnpocun Cray6.

Pduiuep yTBEpPAHTENbHO KHBHYJI.

— {l nonuMaio... — Ctay6 rJIOTHYJ XOJIOAHOrO MHBA. —
Mbt Beab COPOCHJH 3/leCb H3NHWKH TOMJHBAa H GpaKoBaH-
Hble cHapsabl. KoHeuHo, 3To AypHas mpHBbIYKa, TaK 4ToO,
Ckan, st M3BHHSAIIOCH nepex TOGOH M TBOMMH CTapeiiwHHa-
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MH. Sl paspo6Gyny cpencTBa AJsl Ae3aKTHBalLHH, €CJH Bbl
odHUHaNLHO pa3peluHTe HAM YCTPOHTb 3feCb CBaJjKy.

— Yro on umeeT B BHay? — cnpocua Ckan y Ixeka.

— C M3JMLIKaMH TOMJIMBA MJH GOeNpHMNacoB HCTpPeGH-
TeJlb He MOXKeT 3aXOAHTb Ha nocaiky. Mx o6blYHO CKHABI-
BalOT Haj He3acesleHHbIMH paioHaMi HJIH GosioTamH. I1paB-
na... — Jlxexk 3aayMuHBO MOTep BHCOK, — IOBepPXHOCTb
MucTBanbaa — 3To 04HO crJIOWHoe 6osoTo. B o6leM, oHH
MOTYT MOCTaBHTb (PUJBTPYIOLHE YCTAHOBKH B IpHJeraio-
He K 3TOMY paiioHy TPSCHHBI.

— Tl y>ke roBopHa MHe o6 3tom, — BagoxHya Ckana.

- Ja.

CKaJsl noJioXKHJ1 Ha CTOJ1 MYLIHCTHIH XBOCT. DTOT XKecT
KaK-TO CTpPaHHO MOAEHCTBOBaJ Ha HepBHl JIXKeka U KOMaH-
nupa 3ejeHbix Py6auuek. Puiiep 6epe)xHo NOraagua cBoi
LIeJIKOBHCTBI MeX:

— Bo3MOXHO, 10 Hero H TPYAHO AOCTaTh, — CKasal
OH, — HO 3TO — YacTb MOEro Teja, H YXOX 3a XBOCTOM
TaK e BaXeH, Kak H yxox 3a ywaMH. — OH BHITHYJ
KOHYHK XBOCTa H MeJKOH Apo6blo 3a6HJ HM MO CTOJY.
— BoT Tak M Ha MHucTBaabne. 3nech HeT BTOPOCTENEH-
HBIX MecT. ' .

— $1 noHuMalo, yTo THl HMeewb B BHAY... — Ctay6
HdocTan HoBylo 6GaHky ¢ nuBoM. Ckan y6pan xBocT co
crona. Anbiotaut Kawsnys. OH SBHO JKAad yKasaHH#. —
Kak MOXHO cKopee NOATOTOBbTE OYHCTHBIE YCTaHOBKH.
Mb! 3acopsieM BofHble NyTH, — ckasan Cray6. ALBIOTaHT
KHBHYJ H BbILEJ H3 CTOJIOBOH.

Cka/l 3aKOHYHMJ CBOM 3aBTpPaK H OIISIAEJCS BOKPYT:
mecTo psinoM co Cray6om mycroBaJo. ‘

— TIlpuMHuTe MoH co6osle3HOBaHHS, KOMaHAMp, — CKa-
3an ¢uulep. — Benp y Bac moru6 ToBapHIL.

Cray6 mocMoTpes Ha Kpecsio M MOKadas rOJIOBON:
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= 'Her, 3To npousouwso ite cerogHsi. Mbl moTepsiin
Hawero Jauaepa Bo Bpems ITecuanbix Boiin.

— U Tem 1te MeHee, Bbl JO CHX MNOp HEepPXKHTECh...

— Crapaemcs... — Ctay6 pe3ko 3amosiuaJji, 3aMeTHB, C
KaKHM BHIMaHHeM ero caywaet LITopM, HO moTOM yJbIG-
Hyacs: — Ha. 3enenbie Py6awku nenaloT Bce, YTO MOTyT.

— Bbl 661 He HOGHJAHCHL TaKHX ycnexoB, ecsH Obl He
HCMOJb30BaJIH XOTs1 Gbl MOJIOBHHLI BbIMafalOWHX BaM LLUaH-
coB. Tak noueMmy 6bl BaM He BOCMOJIb30BaTbCAl MOHM TNpea-
JoXKeHHeM?

— Ecau Tl — TOT caMblii Masik, no KoTopomy [lenmuc
o6Hapy»xuJ 3Ty 6a3y, 1 He cMory Tebs npHHATbL. — Cray6
nocMoTpen Jkeky B riasa. — Tl Belb 3Haellb 3TO Bbipa-
KeHHe: el e Ha P HCK a».

— 1L e v a? ... { npuuecy BaM Ha 6aiofie roJosy
[Menuca.

B KomHaTe HacTynuJa rpo6obas THwHHa. [Torom Cra-
y6 3anpoKHHYJ roJIoBy H IPOMKO 3aXOXOTaJ.

- Hy yx ner! Ecan Mbl choenaem H3 HMnepatopa
My4YeHHKa, HaM He yacTcsl 3aMeHHTb PYKOBOACTBO.

— KoneuHo, Her. Ina Hayasa s npefocTaBsio BaM
Jl0Ka3aTeJbCTBa ero H3MeHb, KOTOpble Cpa3y >Ke JIMWAT
ero foBepHsi Hapoga. [locse 3Toro HauyHyTcsl MPOTECTH,
KOTOpble B pe3yJibTaTe H NPHBEAYT K nafenHio TpHagcKoro
Tposa.

— Ho Beap Bbl puinapb, — cTporo ckasan Cray6. — Tak
noyeMmy e Bbl XOTHTe 3TOro?

— IlotoMy uto... — IIKeK Ts)Keso B3NOXHYJ, — fi
npucsaran ne Ilenucy, a Pepury.

~ Pepury? Ho Beap 3To coBeplueHiio HeBO3MOXKHO!
Beab 3T0 ROMKHO OblIO MPOHMCXOAHTH ABAAUATH MAATb JeT
nasan! B TakoM cayyae, Bbl LOJIKHBI GblJIH 6bl GbITH Yeso-
BEKOM Moero Bo3pacTa!
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— A Bbl yXe naBHo cocToHTe B 3eJieHblx Py6awikax?

Ckan oTKHHYJICAl 11a CHHKY KpecJa H MelJleHHO NoTs-
ruBan nuBo. On SABHO HacjaKAaJCsl Pa3roBOPOM.

— Ja yxe co ppemenn ITecuanbix BodiH, — oTBeTHa
xomananp Jxeky.

— 4 ne 3Halo, HacKoJbKO AOAr0 Bbl NPOGLIIH B MOANO-
Jabe. Bol 1ie moMiNTe 0 TOM, YTO y pbllapeli 6blJ KOMaHAHP,
KOTOpbIN ofHa)KAbl BeicTynha Ha Kourpecce [loMHHHOHa B
NpoLJION FOf4y, ClUe A0 COol03a C TpaKaMu?

Ctay6 3auHTepecoBaniio nocmorpes na Jxeka:

— XoAHJIH KaKHe-TO CJYXH...

— Xopouwo. Tak BoT, TOT KOMaHAHp — 3TO H ecTh .

— Te6s o6HapyKHJH, KOTAa Tbl HaXoAMJCS B X0JOA-
HoM che?

— Ja. Mcus o6uapy>HaH Ha TpaHCMOPTHOM KopaGJe.
S epuicTBeHHbIH, KTO BLXKHJA nocje Munoca, uto6el pac-
cKasaTb npapiy. '

— Boxe moit! — CrayG oToasuuysn oT cebsi TapeJKy.
On sBHO OTKa3blBajicsl BEPHTh co6CcTBeHHbIM ywaM. — Ho
3TO HeBO3MOXHO!

= Hy, Bce cayxH, KOTopble XOAAT BOKPYr 3TOro, Bbl
snlaete He XyXe Mens. — JDReK HOMHA OCTAaTOK NMHBA H
3amoJsyal,

— B Taxom cayuae, rae ke Thl 6bl1 CTOJbKO Jer? —
YAHBJEHHO CMPOCHJ KOMaHAHP.

— Crapancs BbIXKHTb, — 6e3pasiuuHO MoXKaJj njeyamu
Joxek. — Cnayazna MeHs yKpbiBaan 3eseHnble Py6awxku. Ho
OHH AeJaNH 3TO MO CBOHM cooGpa)KeHHsM. A MOTOM 1
MOHAJ, YTO caMoe GesornacHoe A/sl MeHS MeCTO — 3TO
HMnepaTopckHii ABopell. Bo aBopue s fokonajcs A0 Toro,
KTO npegan Hac Ha Mujoce, ga H Bo Bcex IlecuaHbix
BofiHax. A noTom... MOTOM B ouepefHOH pa3 npepanu
MEHS, 3aKJIOYHB HOBBIH COI03 C TPaKaMH.
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— Hac Bcex npepanu, — yrpiomo ckasan Cray6.

JXKeK KHBHYJI

— Ja. K ToMy ke npHiujio BpeMsi AeHCTBOBaTh, H MHe
HY>XHa MOMOLUb.

Cray6 BcTaJl M npoluescs BOKPYr cToJa:

— Ecau Thl roBOpHUIb NpaBay, Te6e MPHLUIJIOCH MHOroe
nepeXHTh.

— A ecaiu oH coJiraj, Mbl cyMeeM 06 3TOM 1M03a6OTHTh-
csl, — NpHOGaBHJ BOeHHBbIH, CHASALIHHA 32 COCEAHHM CTOJIH-
KOM.

— A ecnu Bce 3To mpaBAa, — 3akoHuua JDxek, — s
cMOry faTh BaM KaK pa3 TO, UTO Bbl HILETE: CUMNAMUIO
Hapoda u noddepxky [omuHuoHa.

— KakumM o6pasom?

— §I nymaio, utTo Ham CTOHT aTakoBaTb KmakTyT.

Komanaup 3acMescs:

— Tel, HaBepHoe, cymacwenwuii. B npouwsom romy
BaM, pbiLapsM, JajH TaM Mo 3agHHUe. ATaKoBaTh MJaHeTy-
HHKy6aTop? [la BaM elue MOBe3J10, YTO TPaKH Bac BCeX TaM
He nepepesaJn!

— Ho Bbl Beap He 3HaeTe, yTo Ilenuc 3apanee coob-
LM MM O HalleM HanajeHHH

— UTo? — HeloBepuHBO NepecrnpocHs KOMaHAHP.

JKeK KHBHYJI:

— OHH yxe >pmand Hac. Ho Bce paBHO — Mbl HX
XopolueHbKo notpenand. FiMeHHo nocjie 3Toro HanageHHs
Tpukatapa npepnoxuna Ilenncy coto3. Ho BoT Ha uTo
ITennc coBceM He paccHUHTHIBaJ, — TaK 3TO Ha TO, UTO Mbl
TaM yBHIOHM.

Cray6 THXO cen B KpecJo:

— Hy... 1 yTo Bbl TaM yBHAenu?

= PepmbL 0rs omkopma atodeil. Ia, na, ni0aH, KOTo-
pbIX Mbl CUMTaJH MOTHGWHMH Bo BpeMs [Tecuansix BoiiH,
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Bce -eule >KHBL. KoHeuno, onu XHBYT 6€30 BCSKHX Ha-
e, HO OHM KHBYT. Jlo 3TOro Mbl 3Ha/lH, UTO Tpakuh —
y6uiiupl, a Ternepb Mbl 3HaeM, YTO OHH K TOMY e elle H
a1000e0bt. — JIKek mopHsicsi ¢ Kpecsa M B3BOJHOBAaHHO
3aropopus: — Kaxobli NJIeHHHWK — 3TO LeJiasi HCTOPHS
cTpananus u Myxkectsa. Onu 6uiny npepansl. iMeHHO 3To
nossoJingo Ilenucy cpepruyTh Pepura u cectb Ha Tpuan-
ckuit Tpon. A pans Tex, KOoro Mbl He CMOXeM BepHYTb,
cMepTb 6yAeT H36GaBJeHHEM.

— $1 ne Mory, — KOMaHAHp OTpHUAaTeJbHO NoOKayal
ronopoii. — §I He Mory oTrgaThb NpHKas Ha JAeHCTBHA B
rny6oKoM Kocmoce.

— Ho Bbul Beab XOTHTe 3TOro?..

— MHa, na, yept Bo3bMu! S atoro xouy! H s gocrasiio
Te6s1 Ha Knaktyt! Ho ana atoro... — Ctay6 nocmoTpes Ha
Ckana, — nonapo6HuTcs ropasao Gojblue YCTaHOBOK H ro-
pasno Gosblue njolafei s 6asbl.

duliep HeBO3MYTHMO NOXaN MJeyaMH:

— Ecnu Bbl nepectaHeTe 3arpsisHfiTh NMOYBY, NPHYHH
Ins1 oTKasa He 6yner. Tem Gosee, UTo BCe 3TO BpeMeHHo.

Cray6 yabiGHyJCs:

— H3BHHHTe, MXKEHTAbMEeHbLI, HO ceityac A LOMKEH
BLIHTH Ha CBf3b.



FAABA 19

JloM pocToBuMUbl yTonan B pockowH. Bo Bcex yraax
H TpOXOAaX, IpOMO3fsch APYr Ha JApyra, KpacoBasHCh
PeNKOCTHble aHTHKBapHbie BewH. danbep AOCTABASIO YAO-
BOJIbCTBHE HECJBbILINbIMH LaraMH CKOJb3HTb MHMO HHX.
STo 6blyIa ee cTapast Mrpa: HacKoJbKO GJIH3KO ee pyKaB Mor
npoJieTeTb OT NpeameTa, YTo6bl He KOCHYTbcsi cro? Camu
c BeceJioX ynbIGKoii HaGaionana 3a cBoeii roctbeif. danbep
nojolia K Hefl M cTaja Ha KoJieHH meped kpeciioM. 2XKen-
LIHHa JIaCKOBO MoOTpenajia ee Mo BoJiOCaM.

— § BHXYy, Te6e yxe nyuuie?

— KoueuHo.

= HM3BunH, yto A He Moraa noduiTh ¢ ToGOI. ¥ MeHs
GbLJIO OYeHb MHOTO 1EOTJNOXHBIX AeJ.

— OTo MHe HajO H3BHHITLCS 32 BTOpXKeHHe.

— §1 pana Te6e, — cka3zana Cagu. — K Tomy e y Tebn
KpynHbie HenpusitHocTH. Te6s uwyt Banactep u Ceato#t
Kanun. Pacckaxy MHe, OT KOro H3 HUX Tbl CKpbIBaeLlbCa?

daubep noynobHee ycenach Ha NoJ:

— Or Banacrepa, — cKkasaja oHa M MoXka/ja MJedyamH.

— Ara... — Capn 3apymanach. — Hy uto xe. Haxe
[lenuc He GecnokoHT Mens. Kakoe-To Bpemst Tel Gymeuw
3jecb B MOJIHOA 6e30MacHOCTH, TOJNbKO BOMPOC — Kak
poaro?

— OTto xopowwuit Bonpoc, — KuBHyJaa daubep. — Ho
3TOro fi M cama He 3HaIO.
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— MoxeT GblTb, Tbl 3aXOUellb JOrOBOPHTLCH C KeM-
nudéynp cue?

daubep crtano iutepecto: uto npiaymana Caan? Irta
JKeHulHHa Gblia oYeHb yMHa M OnacHa.

— ¥ MeHsi HET Apyroro MecTa, — rokadyaja oHa roJo-
Boi1l. — Beas Mens goaro He Guio B Tpyuwo6ax Manstena.
Bbl canicTBennas, KoMy st MOTY JOBCPSTH 3/ECh.

— I nonumalo. — Caau wHpoxo yasibiyaacs. — K romy
JKe, BCe Ha CBCTE MMCET CBOIO LEHY.

— §I ile Mory B3siTb CO CBOEro cHeTa HH KOMeHKH, —
6blcTpo oTBeTHJa danbep. — Banactep MoMeHTanbHO MeHSA
BBICJICAHT.

— Jlenbru MOryT nofopath, — ycMexuynach Cagn. —
K ToMy »ec na Becakuii cayuvait J>KeK OTKppM y MeHS
HeGosbwoit cyeT. Y Menst ecTb Koe-KakHe npoGJeMsl,
dnubep. A y Te6s MHOrO TaslaHTOB.

danbep nNouyyBcTBOBaJA, KaK H3MEHHJOCDH uaC'rpoeHHe
XO03IHKH AOMa, M BbINPSMHJIACD:

— BaMm HyXHa Mosi NoMoLUb?

Coan KHBHYyJa:

~ Jla. M aTHM TH cMOXelWlb paccyHTaThcsl 3a npHGe-
)KHuuie.

danbep 3Hana, uto Coagu npekpacho i3BecTHa ec
popoBcKagi penyTauns. Ho aTit cTensl GuliM TOJCTLIMH H
HafieXXHBIMH, H GoJblie eii He XoTesoch CKHTATLCA. dan-
6ep He Morsa oTkasaTh Coau.

— 4 cpenalo Bce, uto B Moux cuaax. Koraa-nyxHo
6yneT MpHCTynaTh?

— Ipuctynarts? Conn YAMBJEHHO paclikpHia raasa H
sacmesisiack. — Jloporas, s conepmenno He mpouwy Tebs
KpacTb anst MeHs!

— Hert?

— Het. MHe Hy)>XHa TBOS MOMolb B MOpre.
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JIKeK niexkan B raMake M BCAYWHBAJCS B eiBa Pasjiu-
UKMBIH Trysn Kpelicepa. EMy npenocTaBHiM OTHe/bHYIO Ka-
IOTYy, HO OHa 6bila TaK MaJja, 4TO ecJH Gbl OH 3axoTei
YUXHYTb, eMy npHwJoch Gbl BbIATH B Kopuaop. Hounnk
ropes Tyckyno. OH 3aapeMas, H Yepe3 yac ONATb NPOCHYJ-
csi B XosonHoM noTty. EMy cHuaHch Tpakn M IlecuaHble
BoiiHbl. Ha 6opTy kpeiicepa 6blJI0 HeCKOJILKO HCTpeGHTe-
neii. Ux BTopxeHHe Ha KnakTyT Ro/KHO 6bi10 GBITH
MosHHeHOCHEIM. Ha 6opTy yCTaHOBH/IM MHOXECTBO BHOEO-
o6opynoBanusa. Komanaup Cray6 cornacuics c Jxekom:
OCHOBHOIL Leablo 3Mozo peiida 6610 YHULMONCEHUE 2Aa8-
Ho20 eHe3da mpakos u noayyeHnue sudeomamepuaia,
Heobxodumoeo Oan OGuckpedumayuu [Tenuca.

Jlxkex nowapuJy Mo KapMaHaM H HalleJ CHOTBOpHoe.
daakoHuuK 6b11 noyTH nycT. OH OTKpPbII NPOGKY H BBITHJ
nocjefHue KanJju ce6e Ha fA3bIK, IOTOM JieTr H nocTapaJcs
3aCHYTb.

YKe B NoJyApeMOTHOM COCTOSIHHH OH BcnoMHua Bo-
yru. Ceiiuac 6pOHEKOCTIOM HaxoAW/cs B XpaHuauwe. B
CoJHeyHbIX 6aTapesx 6blIO JOCTAaTOYHO SHEPrHH [ NHTa-
HHs Gepcepkepa. HecMoTps Ha 3ByKOBOH CHHTe3aTop,
BCTPOEHHbIH B cKadaHap, Boyru Tak M He HayuHJcsl FOBO-
puTb Kak cieayer. M Bce Taku JKeKy O6biio 3aGaBHO
60JITaTh ¢ 3THM QYXOM. DTO CYyLUeCTBO TOXe AyMa/lo O
BOMHe, XOTSl ero BOCMIOMHHaHHA O HeH OblIM BeCbMa OTPhI-
Bounnl. Ho Bce xe Boyru 6ui1 yBepen B nobede u Bceraa
noaGanpusan JKeka.

«[Toiipem BoeBaTh!s — roeopun Boyru lllTopmy.

— BoeBaTh — ¢ keM? — cnpawusaa ero JDKek.

«A pasBe 3To MMeeT Kakoe-To 3HaueHne? MHp NoJIOH
CTPAalUHbIX BparoB H GJecTsUHX nobefs.
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JxkeK wen no semse Apyroro mupa. PsamoM ¢ HuUM
waran Boyru. INepaamyTpoBoe TIOKpbITHE KOCTIOMa OTCBe-
YHBaJIO Ha COJIHLE 30JI0THIM orHeM. J[’)KeKy TaK H Kasa-
JIOCb, YTO OH HAET PsIOM C AYXOM, COTKaHHBIM H3 OrHeH-
HOH MaTepHH.

— §1 He mo6y0 y 6 U B a T b — cKasan J[xkek.

«A Kak e GblTb C 6J1aropoaCcTBOM BOHHa?»

J>kek ocTaHOBHJICS M MocMoTpes BOKpyr. Tlefi3ax 6bu1
HaCTOJIbKO MOTYCTOPOHHHM, UTO ecJH 6bl OH Ha caMoM
ZeJie liaraJ no 3ToH NJaHeTe, eMy Tpe6oBajiocb 6bl MHO-
JKeCTBO CaMblX PasJIMUHbIX NMPHCAOCOGJEHHI.

— BoyrH, s He Mory cyAHTb O TOM, KTO 6J/1aropofieH,
a KTO HeT. ¥ Hac ecTb MOroBOpKa: KaXkaas Mefajb MMeeT
IIBe CTOPOHHI.

«A 4TO 3TO 3HAUHT?»

— Hna Ttoro, yTo6bl MOCMOTPETb, YTO HANHCaHO Ha
Apyroii cTopoHe MeAajH, Mbl HOJXKHbI ee NOBEPHYTb H
paccMoTpeTb Kak cJjefyerT.

OrHeHHble JoCNexH BCMBLIXHYJH CBET/BbIM NJIaMeHeM:

«CyanuTb 06 3TOM HOBOJLHO-TAKH TPYAHOS.

— BoT uMeHHoO.

«Torapa uto moapasyMeBaloT, roBopsi 0 6;1aropoicTse B
BOMHe?»

— f .pymalo, UTO ec/IH Thl CpaKaellbCsi 32 TO, BO YTO
BepHIlb, — Thl 6JaropoaHbiit yesoBekK.

Boyru 3amosuan, a moToM OCTaHOBMJCA H MpPOTAHYJ
JI>)keKy nepyaTky:

«Tel ropasno cTapiue MeHs».

- § pymaiw, na.

«A ceilyac Thl Bowewb ¢ Tpakamu?» — J[KeK noutu
(H3HUYeCKH NOYYBCTBOBaJ BOJHY rHeBa, HCXOASALIYI0 OT
Boyru. CpeueHHe GpOHEKOCTIOMa CTajlO elle CHJbHee. —

163



«dT10 Bpar», — BOHHCTBCHHO cKa3an AyX. Ha, na, xoneuno.
Himenno 3TOT rileB 3acTaBJjsa ,U)KCKa HOCHTDL jocnexu. On
OXBaTbiBaJl €ro M ropeJ rac-to BHYTPH...

Coint xoHuHacs, H JXKCK NOrpysHJCs B TyMalilylo TeM-.
nory.

* % %

Ero pa36yaun curinan tpesory. lltopm Bekouna u
no6exkasn B TpIoM. B Tpiome, y nJjockoro BilyTpciiliero
aKkpana yxe cobpanoch MHOro GOMLOB.

— B uem pmeno? — cnpocun Jlxek.

. Uepe3 napy ceKkyHAi Ha 3KpaHe MOSIBHAOCL JIHLO KO-
Manavpa Cray6a.

—*Hac npecnenyloT TpH HeMsBecTHLIX Kopabas, —
ckasan oH. — Hauweii ckopocTH HeloCTaToyHO ANsl TOro,
yTo6bl BOHTH- B THICpNpocTpancTBo. Beem naxoauTsesn B
cocTontHHH 60eBOi roToBHOCTH. Ec/in oHM lie oTBeTAT Ha
3anpoc, MOXET 3aBfi3aTbCs ApaKa.

Jlxex moBephyJcs, H, K CBOeMY YAHBJIEHHIO, YBHAEJ
psamoM c coGoit apbloTanTta Kpelicaepa:

—~ Ham 3poposo ne Beset! — ckasan ltopwm.

—~ Ecau GopToBble KOMNBbIOTEPhl TaK W lie CyMelOT Omno3-
naTL Kopabau, GyfeT elue Xyxe, — OTBETH/ aAblOTaHT.

JDKeK ynuBJCHHO MOAHAA 6poBH:

— Ho kax ke Torga oHH ynpaBJfilOT NMOJIETOM?

= 370 caMble syyluMe KOMMbIOTephbl, KOTOpble HaM
yhanoch focTaTh. — I'Jlaza afbloTaHTa GbIH KPacHBIMH OT
nepocuLinanua. — A BTOPOi Kpeiicep ceifyac CJHIIKOM
Zlanexo OT Hac.

.BTopoii xpeiicep BuleTen ¢ apyroit nnaHersl. Henane-
Ko oT KslakTyTa oM QOJIKHBI 66N BCTpeTHTheA. JIXKek He

COMHEeBaJICsl B TOM, YTO BTOPOMY KOpaGJio yXe COOGIUHJH
O NpPOMCILECTBHH.

Bapyr akpaH 3acBeTuJcs:
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— Hesuakomupl onoaunaisl, axenstmens. Mmu okasa-
JIHCB. aT-(apedibl.

B Tpiome cTano ouens-ouehpb THX0. KoMangHp kauuis-
HYJ M TIPOAOJIKHJI.

— HukaknX NpH3HaKOB TOro, YTO OHH [OTOBATCA K
aTake, noka HeT. Mbl no-npexxHeMy nbiTaeMcst BHIHTH Ha
CBA3b.

— Mbl o6roHuM Hx! — ckasan KTo-TO THXO.

HeT, 370 6bl10 HeBO3MOXHO. ¥YX 3To-To J[)KeK 3Haa
Touno. Ha akpaHne cioBa nossusca Cray6:

— Oun npubanxainTcst ouenb Guictpo. Ecn nam ne
yAacTcst MeperoBopHTb € “HHMH, HaM TPHAETCS HaHECTH
yaap.

J>keK B3AOXHYJ H nonuiTajacs fo6patbcs 10 MHKpodo-
Ha BHYTpeHHeH cBsi3H. Bapyr uto-To B3opBasoch. TpioM
B3gporuyn. JXKek eje-esie yAaepxkancsi Ha Horax. AT-ape-
Jbl MOTJH MX MPHXJOMHYTb, KaK -Myx. B aToM oH He
comHeBasncs. Ho [I>kek coBceM He oXuAaan HanafeHus. [o
3TOro eMy npHuuIoch HabJIOAaTh Apyroe: OoH BHAeJ, KaK
NpHLIe/bUbLl YHHUTOXKAIOT TPaKoB. LLITopM Haxas Ha KHom-
Ky BHyTpeHHeill CBfI3H M KPHKHYJ!

— He crpensifite! B atoM — Hawa eQHHCTBEHHas
Hagexxna!

— Ko rosoput?

— ke LlTopm.

Cray6 Baapornys. Paspancs BTopoii B3puis. 3apesen
CHTHaJl TPeBOTH.

— OHH He OCTaBHJIH HaM HH oaHoro waHca, Llrtopm!
— OTBEeTHJ KOMaHAHp. — HeMenseHHo RONOXHTb O cOCTO-
AHMH Kopabas! IToxoxke, C TpakaMu HaM MpHEeTCs cpa-
»KaTbcs B Apyroit pas. Bcem! Beem! Beem! dpakyauun! Mul
noxuaaeMm kKopabJb!

K Mxeky nopouiesn agbloTaHT Kpe#caep:
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— TloiineMTe, cap. CoBceM He CTOMT TepsATb BpeMsl.
Mbl Beab He 3HaeM, CKOJIbKO ClacaTesbHbIX Kamncysa B
HCMPaBHOCTH.

J>xex pBaHyJscsi B JieBbi Kopupop, Ho Kpeiicaep oc-
TaHOBHJ ero. TOHKHe MaJblbl afblOTaHTa cxxand Jlkeka,
KaK KJellH:

— Hawm ciona!

— Her-HeT! Beabp Tam Moii 6poHekocTiom!

— Ho y Hac Bce paBHO HeT MecTa aasi focrexos!

Jkek pe3ko oTTonkHya Kpeficinepa. Kopabab ele pa3
TpaAxHyJno. KopHHopHl 3anoJIHWIHCh TYCTbIM CepO-CHHHM
IbiMOM. JIXKeK MOHAJ, UTO K CKJally OH npobpaThbes yxKe He
cmoxeT. OH B30XHYJ M noiuen 3a Kpeficnepom. M TyT oH
ycabilaJ OTYasHHBIA NpH3biB Boyru:

«Bocc! {1 B 6enme! Toput Tpioml» ¥ J)keka He 6blJo
BPEMEHH Jla)ke Ha TO, YTOOLl OTBETHTb eMy. ToJsna yBJjieKaa
ero 3a co6oii U MoTauMJa K cracaTesbHLIM MOAYJISAM.

«Boccl»

Jlxex nbiTaNCcsA yCTOATh Ha HOFax, HO BAPYT 3auenuJcs
3a yTo-To H ynan. Kaxercs,, y Hero mosiBuJjicsi uanc GbiTh
3atonTaHHbIM. Kpelicjiep cxBaTH. ero 3a pyky u 6pocHs B
MaJleHbKHH OTCeK.

Kancyna satpsicnack. OHa roToBHJIach K OTAEJIEHHIO
OT Kopabss. DTa Kancysaa Gbula pacCYHTaHa Kak pa3 Ha
JBYX YeJloBeK, ¥ ero HamapHHKOM G6bl ambloTaHT Kpeiic-
sep. CiomaHHBIH Kpeficep ocTascs no3anu. Boyru okasas-
cs1 B JoByliKe. JxkeK CXBaTHJICs 3a FoJIOBY H 3amJiakaJl.



FAABA 20

KomuaTsel A5 KPHOreHHOro CHa, PpacroJoXeHHbIe
ray60Ko noa 3cMJjci, KOHeuHO e, He OblIH MOpProM.
Ho 3anax cmepTy ABCTBenHO BHTal B HUX. 3Aech GblIO
XxoJoAHO M THxo. HemoaBuiKiuble Tena Jexanu npsmo
Ha nautax. HekoTopbie GblaH NMPHKPBITHl MPOCTHIHAMH.
Saunbep xoaHJa BRAOJb HHX C MaJieHbKHM MOPTAaTHBHLIM
KOMMbIOTEPOM H BHOCHJIa B Hero BaX<iible CTaTHCTH4ec-
KHe faHHble. MeaHUHHCKHE KOMNbIOTepbl MOCTOSHHO
BbIBOAHJIH HH(QOpPMAUMIO Ha 3KpaHu. daubep onenach
Temnso, HO ce Bce Ke 3HOGHJ0. Eif cmepresbHO He
HpaBHJach 3Ta abcoJloTHass THWHHA. Ho xomuTh 3gech
XHBOH M GOAPCTBYIOWEH OBIIO BCe-TaKH Jyuqule, uem
JieXaTb CPefH 3THX OXJaKACHHbIX Tesa. K ToMmy xe aBa
pasa OHa yxe HcnbiTasa Ha ceGe BCIO MpejecTb KpHo-
FreHHOro CHa M Ternepb Haaesasach, YTo 6oJibwie 3TOro He
MOBTOPHTCS.

HekoTopbie Tena XpaHH/AKHCbL 3heCb BMeCTO 3ajiora:
JIOAH He CMOr/AH BOBpeMs YymJaTHTb cBou pmoard. U
xotst CafM HHKOro M3 HHX He MOFJa flepXKaTb B XOJIOA-
HOM cHe 6oJiee ABYX JIeT, H3 3TOH KapTHHH BCe PaBHO
CTaHOBHJIOCb SICHO, HacKoJbko ManbTeH 6esXanocTeH
K 6aHKpOTaM.

B Goratom paiionie ropoga ObliM ApYyrHe passicuye-
nusa. TaM UMeJHCb KpHOreHHble BaHHbl, B KOTOPbIX MOX-
HO GblJIO MPOBECTH JIET AeCATh TOJNbKO AJS TOrO, YTOGH
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H36aBUTLCA OT JHIWHHX MopuluH. [TorpyxaTbesi B Xon04-
Hbli coll na GoJjee AJNHTCALHOE BPEMsi BPauyH He peKo-
Menposasu. J>KeK mpoBes B COCTOSIHHH XOJIOLHOro cHa
ceMHajuaTh JieT, H OT 3TOro 340pPOBO MOCTpajaja ero
namMaTb. dnH6ep 3HaJNa MHOTHX, KTO LO6POBOJILHO cOrJa-
CHJICSl TPOBECTH HECKOJbKO JIeT CBOeil XXH3HH B KpHO-
reHnoii KaMepe ToJbKO AJsl TOro, 4to6bl H36exaTb GaH-
KkpotctBa. C yesoBeKa, HaxoAsllerocsi B X0JOAHOM CHE,
CHHMMaJIHCb HaJIOTH, a MPOLEHTLI, l1a6exaBliHe 3a NAThb:
wecTb JieT, crnacaiu ceMeiictBa oT poaroB. Ho 6uau H
apyrie uctopuu. MecTtopHu o ToM, KaK NMpoCHyBLUHHCA
oKasbiBajicsl B ellle GoJlee MJOTHHIX CeTIX 6eCKOHeYHbIX
LOJITOB.

- Daubep oueHb XO0TeJOCh, YTOGL MOHHTOPH He AaBa-
an c6os. KoHeuyHo, KpHOreHHble YCTAHOBKH NepeaaBafi
MH(pOPMAaUHIO H Ha TJaBHb MeQMUHHCKHI KOMMbIOTep,
Ho Caayn Bena co6cTBeHHble 3anHcH. dnnbep Gblia noJ-
HOCTBIO yBepeHa B TOM, YTO BCe COOGpaHHble elo JaHHbie
6yAyT KOTrAa-HHOGYAb HCMOJb30BaHbl. DTO GblJ €AHHCTBEH-
HbiH 6aHK HJaHHBIX Ha ManbTeHe, K KoTOpoMy Daubep
eule HHKOrga He HuMesa pgoctyna. B o6uem-to, Cagn
fIBJISIIaCb He CTOJIbKO POCTOBLIHLIEH, CKOJIBKO MeHAJONH.
Tonbko IlpHHUecca MHOrAa NJaTHsa el 3a AparoueHHo-
cTH. Daubep Ghlla MOJHOCTHIO yBepeHa B TOM, uTO Y
"Caayn ObiIM ¢ HeH KaKHe-TO NOCTOsIHHble aena. [a, Ko-
HeuyHo. CaaM HaBepHsSKa CTaJKHBaJlachb C apHCTOKpPaTH-
yecKoli KeHUHHOM, ob6Jajalolleli HeorpaHHYeHHOH BJa-
cThlo cpead 3eneHblx Pyb6aiuexk.

K coxanenuio, Bpems Dnnbep Gb10 OYeHb orpaHuye-
Ho. Cxopo Caau noriMer, uTo pa6oTa 3aKOHYeHa, a TOBap,
KOTOpbIH ellie HYXXHO YKpacTb, OXXHJaeT ee Ha HeHTpalb-
HOM nepecblibHON cTanuuH. Ecan Danbep xortena nocMort-
peTh Ha KOMMNbIOTepHbIe 3aNHCH CapH, oHa posxkHa 6blia
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caeaatb 310 ceiuac. Ceiluac — uau nukorga. duanbep
nojoliia K rJaBlOMY KOMMbIOTEPY M TMepefaja Ha ero
(baiinbl HuQopMaUHIo, HAKOMHBLUYIOCS HAa ce MaJicHbKOM
MawnHKke. B 3Toii KomuaTe Gbwio Tenso, M ona 6bCTpO
oTorpeJach.

Pa6ota 6buls1a noBosbHO-TaKH cKyyHoH. Eif npuusiocs
LOJITO 3aHHMaTbLCsl PYYHOM KOPPEeKTHpOBKOH AaHHbIX. B
9TOM KOMNbIOTepe Obia CrpsiTaHa elie OAHa MpOrpaMMa.
BoT Kk neit-To M XoTena nofo6patbest dnubep.

* % *

Copepuienio Heo)xxuaanto Boyru nepecran yyscTBo-

BaTb Il>)keKka. Ilo kpeiicepy Gosblie He cTpeasnd. Boyru

YyBCTBOBaJI, Kak GyliyeT njiaMs BHYTPH Kopabis. B ero

rpy3oBoM TpiOMe G6blJIO TEMHO H XOJIOAHO: TNOXapHas

cHcTeMa cpa6oTaja GLICTPO M MFHOBEHHO MOTYWIHJa
orous..

- Boyrd ne MOr NpPHNOMHHMTBb, CJYy4aloch JH eMy
Koraa-uu6ynb octaBaTtbes 6e3 Ixkeka. KoHeuHo, MHOrAa
MX KOHTaKT HapylaJjcs, HO — coBceM HeHagoJro. Boy-
TH OueHb HCMYraJjcsi: HeyXeJlH Xe CXBaTKa 3aKOHYH-
nacp Tak 6eictpo? Ilocabiwancs rpOMKHI MeTaJJHYec-
KMit Jassr. Boyrn npucaywascs. 3arymend Hacocel B
BO3LYIUHEIX LuT03aXx.” Kaxercs, cyaHo 6bo B3ATO Ha.
a6opmax. Moxer 6uiTb, BepHyncs Ixek? Ha xakyio-To.
cekyHny Boyrn o6panoBancs, a MOTOM — CHOBa MOHHK:
cyliecTBa, NMPOHHKIIHE HAa 6OPT HX Kpelcepa, COBCeM
He noxoaunu Ha Jlxkeka. Bepcepkep Bagporuysa ot Mblc-
JH O TOM, uTO..Bce o6opynoBaHHe Ha Kopabje oYeHb
CKOpO HauHYT NpoBepATb. 3HAYMT, OH caM GyaeT obpe-
YeH Ha YHHYTOXeHHe... «Kak Xe Tak? — nogyman
Boyrn = cTosbKO JieT mpoGHBaThCS K KH3HH, UYTOGHI
BAPYT — HCYE3HYTh?»
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On npuraucs 3a HeHafe)XXHOlH GPOHHPOBAaHHON CKOP-
Jyrnol BOMHCKHX JOCNEeXOB H CbexHJcA oT cTpaxa. Boyru
KpHuas o nomoiun. EMy oueHb, o4eHb, OYCHb HYXXCH OblI
Jxex. Ho oTBeta He Obljo.

* % %

‘'DKpan KOMMbLIOTEPAa 3aCBETHJICS FONYGLIM CBETOM.
danbep BHHMATE/LIO CACAHJA 33 CBETSWHMHCA CTPOYKa-
mu, Gerywumu no skpaHy. Oua npocmaTpuana gaiin 3a
¢aiinom. [la-a, C TaKHMH QaHHBIMM HH OAHH KJHMEHT He
paccrascst 6bl 1o6poBoNbHO... DAHGep KpyTaHyJach B Kpece
H HEBONbHO 6pOCHJIa B3rJIsA Ha ABepb, 32 KOTOPOH COTHH
Jiofeit 6e3MOJBCTBOBaNH B XoJonHom cHe. Kaxercs, aas
NoJly4eHHs1 TaKOH HH(pOPMalLMHH CyllecTBOBaJa OAHa-efHH-
CTBEHHasi BO3MOXIHOCT...

STo 6bly0 3anpelieHo 3akoHoM... Ho Caau Bce-Taku
fenana 3to! OHa morpy»xasa chnsillMX B MNeTJIO Henpe-
PBIBHOrO CHa, a TO, YTO ee KJHeHT AyMas MJH Aesan [0
TOro, Kak nonajaj B 3TH CTeHbl, Neperpy»xasja B KOMIb-
I0TepHylo naMsATb. B o6uieM-To, 3T0 6blJ peAKOCTHHIH
CaH3M...

danbep OGblIO HEMOHATHO, 3ayeM OHa caMa poeTcsi B
3THX paHHbiX. C yero oHa B3sina, uto [IpuHUecca Koraa-To
6blna 3pech? Kakercesr, oHa npHHHMaJa XeJsaeMoe 3a feH-
CTBHTeJIbHOE.

U Bapyr daubep nogymana, uto y Cagu Moryt 6biThb
TaKHe )Ke 3aMHCcH U o Hell. BepHee, o To#t dubep, KoTopoH
oHa 6pia no BuTuu. Benb B Te BpecMeHa oHa yMesa
ybusame cuaoli cob6cmseenHol moicau. ... A ceiluac y Hee
6bls1a  BO3MOXKHOCTb BepHYTb YTpaudcHHble CMOCOGHOCTH
Hasaf... Ja... Hepapom [lXKeK Tak ynopHO HcKaj ¢aisibl co
cBoeH COGCTBEHHOH MaMsThIO...
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Kak posiro ona aymana? Kaxertcs, yxe Gosblie yaca
npouuio ¢ Tex nop, Kak daubep o6ocHoBasacL B Kpecie
OKOJIO 3ampeTHOro KommbloTepa. Koraa B aBepsix MosiBH-
naco CamH, oHa fa)ke He CMOIJIa HCNyraThCsl: KaKoi-To
CTONGHAK Hanasl Ha Hee.

— Tbl paGoTaelub oueHb GLICTPO, HO MHE XKaJb, YTO Thi
HMEHHO TaKHM 06pasoM pacCUHThiBaelbcst €O MHOH! —
CyX0 cKasaja pOCTOBLUHLA.



FAABA 21

dnubep noBepiliysnach U CMNOKOHHO MOCMOTpeJa B XKe-
cTkHe raasa Coau:

— Tl HacHJaAbHMULaA — cKazana ona. — {1
BCTpeyasa MHOTO YJHYHON APSIHH, HO 3TO... 3TO B ThiCAUY
pas xyxe.

— OTo Bcero /Hulb CTPaxoBKa, — CMNOKOWHO OTBeTHJA
Csgu. — U nortom, He Te6Ge MeHsi CYAHTb, MOsi Aoporas.
Beap THl mpuiuia ko MHe MMeHHO 3a 3THM? CKkaxkH, Tbl
Belb NMO3TOMY yMOJsiJla Melisi AaTb Te6e MpHIOT?

— Jla HeT, He 32 3THM. YO6C)KHUIE MHe HYXHO OblJo
TIOTOMY, YTO §1 MpPOHHKJA B (aianl ITenuca.

Coau axHyJjla M OTKpblIa pPOT OT YAHBJIEHHS:

— Tl R0 cHX nop JNIOGHIUbL MPENoAHOCHTL CIOPNPH3bI!
BoT u4To, BbIKJIIOYAH KOMMbLIOTCP H MOAHHMalcsi HaBepX.
MtHe 3zecb XOJIOAHO.

— Her. — Onn6ep oTpHUATENIbHO NOKayasa roloBoH. —
MHe HYXHO 3pecb Koe-YTo HalTH.

— Huyero. HaBepxy cTouT TepmuHan. Ecan s nouys-
CTBYIO, YTO 9TO Te6e AeHCTBHTEJbHO HYXHO H K TOMY XK€
Thl CMOXKellb 3a 3TO '3anJaTHTb, Mbl JOrOBOPHMCS.

danbep Bctana. OHa 6bla1a BHIHYXKAEHA MOAYHHHTLCS.

* % *
Bropoit kopabab HcKasl HX AOBOJILHO-TaKH foaro. Tpoe
CcyTOK OHM ApefidoBanH B KocMoce. J)Kek BHaes, Kak aT-
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(drapeasl nomornaiu GYKCHp I YTallMAH KyAa-To MX pac-
cTpeasnnblii kpeiicep. Koraa ato npousouwno, ou yxe ne
yypctBosaa Boyri. Ckopee Bcero, ero BepHbli COYTHHK
nori6 npu noxkape. YTpaty Boyrn [kek BocnpHuHMan
KaK cpolo coGcTBeHnylo cMepTb. EMy Kasanocsh, uto moc-
Jenliee 3BcHO, cBs3biBaiowee ero ¢ snoxod [lecuanbix
Boiin, HaBceraa ytepsno.

K Tomy e, M1 oAHMM pbluapb HH NpPH KaKHX o6CTOfA-
TeNbCTBaX He MMcCJ NpaBa yTPaTHTb CBOHM Aocnexd. Eaun-
CTBEHIbIM COGLITHEM, OMNpaBAbIBAIOLIHM TaKoe MNpoHciue-
cTBHe, 6bina cMepTb. JXKeK noHHMalj, 4YTO OTHBIHE OH
HaBceraa o6ecyeuleH. OH lie TolbKo moTepsa GpoHeKoc-
TIOM, MPH 3TOM OH ClUe YMYAPHJCS OTKIIOYHTb 6JIOK caMo-
YHHUTOXEIIHSA. A 3HaYHT — Bpar MOT 3aXBaTHTb H H3YYHThb
npocnexH. OcTaBanoch HaaeATbCs TONLKO Ha OAHO = Ha ToO,
uTo aT-papenbl NMoKa He HMEIOT HHKAKOro NMpeACTaBJCHHS
0 pbllapckHX GpoHecKadaHapax.

ITo kancynam HHKTO He cTpesss. Kpelcaep 6eccMmbice
JICHHO CMOTpeNn Ha MyAbT H C HeCKpbIBaeMbIM YXacoM B
rojoce MOBTOPS/ OAHO W TO Xe:

— Mbl TOPYHM 3flech BOT yXe TPeTbH CYTKH. [Touemy
OHH He YHHUTOXaloT Hac? 2To Beab Tak npocto!

JDKeK Tepnes 3TO HBITbE J0O/TO, 11O MOTOM He BhIAEp-
JKan M cKasan:

— 3aTknuco!

... Bropoii kpeficep ne cnewa nogo6pan Bce KancyJibl
U elle TPH GOJbLIMX cnacaTeNbHbLIX MopyJ/s. Jlpa yesnoBeKa
norn6au. OcTtanbHble YeHbl 3KHNaxa GblaH Liesbl H HeBpe-
AuMmbl. LTopMy BhiAeanAH oTAenbHylo KaloTy. OH NMpHHAN
Ayll, Nno3aBTpaKaj H molles B HaBHTaLHOHHYIO PYOKY.

Komanaup Cray6 6bin yxke Tam. OH pasroBapuBan ¢
He3HaKOMbLIM YGJIOBEKOM B LUTATCKOM C ABHbLIMH MaHepaMH
BocHHoro. Onu BarnsHyaH Ha Boweauwero Jxeka:
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— IMo3nakombTech! xkek, 3To kanutaH TpoHcku. TpoH,
3TO TOT caMblif YeJioBeK, KOTOPBIA MPEANOXHJ HaHeCcTH
yaap no Knakrtyry.

— Ecain Gbl 51 3HaJ, YTO MBI BCTPETHM B 3TOM KBajpaTe
aT-¢papesnioB, si Gbl He mMpepgjaral 3TOro, — MepefepHYJ
myeyamd [Dxkexk. OHH noXkanu apyr Apyry pykH. TpoH Gbia
olleT B CMOPTHBHBIH KOCTIOM 3allMTHOro LBeTa. Ero ceanle
BOJIOCH! GBIIM aKKYpaTHQ NMOCTpHIKeHbl. TPOHCKH B3rNAHYN
Ha 3Be3[HYIO KapTy, MOSIBHBLIYIOCS Ha HacTEHHOM 3KpaHe,
W TNOKasaj nanblem:

— Mul gyMaeM, UTO OHM MOSIBHJMCH BOT oTcioga. Mel
O CHX TOp He 3HaeM, OXHAANH Hac 3[eCb, HWJIH MPOCTO
BOCIOJIb30BaJINCh NMOABEpPHYBLUEHCS BO3MOXHOCTbIO.

Jxek BonpocHTenbHo mocmoTpes Ha Cray6a:

— Ynmanocb cpenaTbh XOTb KaKHe-TO CHHMKH?

ToT oTpHuaTesNbHO NMOKayall TOJIOBOMH:

— K coxanenuio, Hu opHoro. AT-¢apenl NpoULTH
MHMO Hac ¢ OrpoMHoii cKkopocThio. IToxoxke, UTO OHH caMi
GbIJH FOTOBHI KaTanmyJbTHPOBaThCA.

TpoH nongHsaa JeByio 6poBb M KHBHYJ:

— Ja, s Toxxe aymas o6 3TOM.

— Xopouwo. Ho Xysa oHH MOryiM HanpaBHTbCA OTCIOAA?

— JIn6o k Buewmeit I'panuue, au6o x Knakryty. —
Cray6 o6musan notpeckaslivecst ry6ul. — JKeHTIbMeHS!,
STO CO3/aeT onpejeieHHble npobiemsl. Ecn aT-apesbl yxe
TaM, CTOHT JIH HaM NpOAOKaTh NOJeT K HaMedeHHO Les?

— Ja ¥ XOTHM JIH Mbl BooGule NpPOROJKATb ero? —
THX0 no6aBua Xek.

"Cray6 ¥ TpoH XOpOM OTBETHJH:

— Mbl HacTpoeHbl Ha 60pbL6Y.

— 3ro Tak. Ho ocHoBHOe Buaeoo6opynoBalue npomnajno
BMeCTe C HallWM KpeicepoM. A c APYro# CTOpPOHbI, ecJH
MBIl He CMOXKEM MOJIYYHTb HHKAKHX CBHAETEJIbCTB MPOTHB
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INenuca, nac oGBHHAT B HapyLICHHH MHpHOro Aorosopa.
TaK M TaK HENpHATHOCTH GYyAyT.

Crtay6 corsiacHo KHBHYJ:

—-Bot nmenHo, )xex. HenpustHocTH GYAyT H TaK H
Tak. Ha atom Kopabae muoro opyxxus. MoxxeT 6biTh, HaM
M He y1acTCsl OCYLeCTBHTh HalllMX NJalioB B MepBOHa4alb-
HOM BHAE, HO KaKOW-TO, si AyMalo, NOBOJbHO-TAKH 3HaYM-
TeJbHLIH yNap no MMMepaTopy Mbl HaHeceM.

— M 3abepeM oTTyna Hawkx napueii? — o6pajiloBaHHO
cnpocua TpoHckH.

— Ceiiuac He Bpems cnopuTb. BrosHe BO3MOXHO, YTO
y Hac 6ynyT cepbesHble notepd. Ml Bce-Taku y Hac pocra-
TOYHO TaJIOH30B AJIA TOro, YToGhl BCEX 3BaKyHPOBaTh.

J>kek BHHMaTeabHO nocMoTpes Ha TpoHCKH:

— Hackoapko s noHHMalo, 3TO CaMOYGHHCTBO.

Cray6 THXO BO3pasua:

— Ja, onn HeMHoroe HaM ocTaBHAH. M Bce xe — 3T0
Jqyyille, yeM HHYeEro.

Jl>xkek ToTyac »ke BCMNOMHHJ CBOero HHCTPYKTOpa,
NIOCTOSIHHO NMOBTOPSIBLIEro HOBOOGpaHLUAaM:

— EcTb mocnexu — ectb conmar. Het nocnexoB — HeT
cosaara.

Kak 311atb? MoxeT 6biTb, BpeMsl JOKaXkeT o6paTHoe?

— Bbl MeHst H3BHHHTE, HO f1 XOoTesa Obl MoAayMaTh, —
ckasan [xkek, — yBHAHMMCS Yepe3 foJyaca Ha mnJjollaake.

* * %

Kanun rotosuacs k orvesny. Kaxkercs, emy.npeacto-
ann c6opbl. OH cTOsSIN nocpeaH cBoeil KOMHAaThi H OCMaTt-
pPHBaJ HEeMHOTroYHcJeHHble BeluH, 3amoJHsBUIHe ee Mpo-
cTpaHcTBo. B o6uueM-To, y Hero GblJIO TOJNBKO [Be Bellld,
KoTopble OH AGHCTBHTE/NbHO XOTea Obl OCTaBHTb ceGe:
(bapopoBblit YaliHbI cepBH3 H HeGOMBILOHR CTOJNHK H3 Kpac-
Horo sepeBa. Ho B3saTb Hx ¢ co6oit Kanun He Mmor. Papdop
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He Bblaep»kaJs G6bl BUOpauuH npH BbLIXOAC M3 THMepnpocTpall-
CTBa, a CTOJ, K COXKa/lleHHIO, Gbla [OCTAaTOUHO TSXKEJ.

BoT npoxus uesoBeK GosbluylO YacTb XKH3HH, a TakK
HH4Yero M He Haxxua! Kaaun neyanbHo yasiGHysca: HYy 4TO
x! Benb oH caMm, Becb Ge3 octaTka, npuHaanexkan Bory, a
Me6esib... Mebesb 6bila CO3faHa JHWb AJAs TOro, UTOGHI
NMoMOYb €My CKOPOTaThb BpeMsi GbICTPOTEKYLUEH XXH3HH.

Kannn Tak M He cMoOr BbINOJNHHTbL o6ellaHHsl, KoTopoe
oH pan I>xeky Ltopmy. OH 1e cymen B3aTb Daubep noa
cBolo oneky. BnpoueM, on Hamesscs, uto JXKeK nNpocTHT
ero 3a 3To: nocJje AOJrHX MOHCKOB DnHbep oGHAPYXHIAH Y
poctoBiHubl CaaH, a TaM GbIIH TaKHe 3aMKH, KOTOpble He
pewasncsi B3JjoMats gaxe Ilenuc. "dnuGep GymeT TaMm B
noJiHol 6e30MacHOCTH A0 TeX Mop, Moka He HagoecT Caau.

JuHapo yxe CTosJ B ABEpPHOM MNpoeme H MOMKHAAM
ero.

— {1 npolaloch co CBOMM AOMOM, — B34oXHYyJa Kannu.

— Ho Benb Bbl ke BepHeTecb! — yAHMBJIEHHO OTBeTHJ
Junapo.

— Koneuno. — Huxoraa panbiie Kanui ne comHeBancs
B 9TOM. A Tenepb... OH B3s/ nopTdenb H B3noXHya: —
Hageloch, uTo JXKOHaTaH y)e COCTaBHJ CMHCOK yKa3aHHil
ans MaprapuThbl? ’

Hmrapo kuBHYJA. Y Hero onsTh O6bIO COBeplUEHHO
HeMoHSATHOe BbIpaxceHHe JHLA. YTo ¢ HHM NPOHCXOAHJIO B
nociefHee BpeMs? DTO SBJASJOCH 3araakod Haxe JAJs
Kanuna. Ero CpsTeilecTBO OCTOPOXHO CMPOCHJ:

— Tl cymen cpenaTh TO, O 4eM st Te6si MpocHJ?

— JHa, xoHeuHo. DaHGep nepeuény'r. yro JKek mo6-
pajcst fio 6a3bl 3eseHblx Py6aiek B MuctBaabge. Ho... d
He MOHHMalo... A BHI-TO OTKyH#a 3HaeTe 00 3TOM? '

— A Tbl M He [OJIXKGH MOHKMaTh BCero, YTo s AeJsalo.
— Kanun nackoBo moxan pyky JuHapo. — §1 He 3eneHas
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PyGawka. Ho Beapb Thl 3laclib He XyXKe Melsl, UTO COBECTh
MilccHollepa o6HHMaeT Becb MHp!

Huuapo yausuacsa. KanuH noaymals, yto gaxe -3TOT
napeHb lie MOHIMaeT A0 KOHLA MPHYHH ero nyTewecTBHS.,
3Be3gHblc KapTbl OblIM pasJioxeHbi Mo Bceit KomHaTte Ero
CaareiiwectBa. OaQHH OH TOYHO 3HaJ, KyAa B cJefyIOWHi
pa3 ynapsT ar-hapesbl, H OH XOTes ObiThb TaM.

B npuemuoit Kannhva okauknyn Il»koHaTaH:

— Bawe CssrefimecTBo, Ha cBA3H umnepatop. OH
XOYeT C BaMH MOroBOPHTh!

— Ilepenait eMy, uTO MeHs y>Ke XKAET Kopcap M Mbl He
MOJXKeM omasfbiBaTbh, — MaxHyJ pykod Kaaun.

JxoHatan HaxmypHuJjcsa. KanuH nocMoTpen Ha Hero H
C YAHMBJIEHHEM 3aMeTHJI, UTO Ha BHCKaX ero TeJloXpaHUTeNs
npo6uBaeTcs CeAHHa.

~ Ero BeannyecTBO roBOpHT, UTO Balll OTJ/IET 3aJepPXKH-
BaeTCsl Ha HeonpenesleHHOe BPEMSf...

C ero crapbiM [ApYroM CTaHOBHJIOCb TPYAHO JaAHTH!
Kanun nocMoTpes Ha [Bepb TaKoH NpHBBIYHOA U TaKoH
YIOTHO!M KoMHaThl [la HeT, moxanyii, Aax<e paiH pasroopa
c IlenxcoM oH He NOJIXKeH BO3BpallaThest TyAa. Beab Kaxablit
pa3 eMy CTaHOBHTCSl BCe TpyAHee BBIXOAHTb M3 jgoma!

.— Xopouro. {1 morosopio ¢ HHM npsmMo otcioga! Ho...
Haflo CAeJaTh KaK-TO TaK, YTOGbl Halll pa3roBop NPOXOAHJ
KOH(HIAEHLHAJbHO...

— §1 nopoXxay Bac BHH3Y, Y MalllHHBI, — GbICTPO CKa3aJj
JHunapo.

Kanun kuBHy::

— Ho To/nbKko CMOTPH — HHKaKHX CThiYeK € OXpaHofi!

Mounopoit yenoBek BHHMaTeqbHO nmocMoTpes Ha Kannua
M MOMpaBHJ Ha Liee JepeBSHHBIH OTNOJHPOBAHHLIN KPeCTHK:

— Her, — ckasan oH THXo. — Ha 3TOT pa3 HHKakKHX
CThiYeK C TpakaMH He OyfeT.
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JDkonartal nomoxxnaJ, noka IlHHaPO BbIMLET, H BO3MYy-
UeHHO B3JOXHYJ:

— Ha-a! OH crTaHOBHTCSA Haxa/ibHbiM!
— Bce G6ynet B nopsiake! — ycnokouns ero Kaaun. —
IpocTto y JIuHapo oueHb ropsuas KpoBb. — M Bowen B

MaJjleHbKyi0 3BYKOHENpPOHHLAeMyIo KaGHHKY y 3KpaHa
CBSfI3H.

Kak Tosbko Kanun ycTpouJics B Kpecsie, 3Kpan 3acpe-
THJCA.

— Hlo6poe yTpo, Ilenuc! — npuseT/iuBo cKasan oH. —
UeM MOTY CHAYXHTH?

— He Gontah epynanl, Kaaun, ckaxu Mue ayuiue, 4to
THl 3apyman?

— §1 no ropso 3aHAT 3aWMTOM MOHX KOJIOHHH Ha
OTAAJICHHLIX TJIaHeTaX. A Thl?

TTenuc 3arafo4yno 6aecHysl CBOMMH 3eJeHEIMU Kolayb-
HMH T1a3aMH M TPOMKO cKasaJ:

— A 5t O ropJIO CHIT TPaKaMH.

— Hackosibko st moMHIO, 3TO 6bi1 TBOM BHIGOp, —
HeBO3MYTHMO oTBeTHN Kaauu.

— JHa, ato tak. Ho pacckaxu MHe, noueMy Thi NMOKH-
Jaeuwb Haul 4yynecHblit MaabTeH?

Kannu noxan nieuamu:

— Tlpocro... s pewny nporyastbes.

ViMnepaTop npucTanbHo nocmotpen B raasa Ero Ces-
TeHwecTBy. KynpsillK¥ Haj ero rojioBoH 3allieBeJHJHCh,
KaK cosiHeyHble npoTy6epaHubl. Ero BennuectBo saragou-
HO YJBIGHYJICS:

— Bcio cBo10 xH3Hb s J0BNIO 3Be3abl. Ho ogHa unum nBe
H3 HHX BIOJIHE MOryT H36eXXaTb ceTeM.

J>)koHaTaH NaBHO yxe Maxaj Ka/JiHHy cKBO3b CTeK/SH-
Hyio aBepb. OHH onasabiBajy.
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= Y Tebs HeT HHKAKHX TNPHYMH OJASi TOTO, UTOOHI
3agep>kHBaTb MeHs, IlenHc, — ocTopoykHo ckasan CesATo#
Kanun.

— A xak 6bITb ¢ O6BHHEHHEM B U3MeHe? — Mo-KoluaubH
BKPafuHBO CIIPOCHJ HUMIepaTop.

— Ecay 6l THl-AyMan 06 3TOM, — HeTeprejHBO OTBe-
Tia Kanuu, — Tl 661 MHe He NMO3BOHHJ. 3a MHOH MpPHIIIH
6bl conmaThi. MHe He HYXXHa TBOSl HMMNepus, APYr, W Thl
3Haelllb 06 3TOM.

TTensic OTKMHYJ 32 CMHHY CBOIO BeJIHKOJIENHYIO 30J10-
TYI0O MaHTHIO W 3afyMuHBO 3aTepebGHs Kpail pykasa.

— MiuccHoHepsl, foporoi Kanuu, 6uian go Te6a. Byayt
OHH H mocJe.

— JHa. {1 To)Xe Hagelwocb Ha 3TO.

— Uept Bo3bMH, Kanun! He BeIHYXnali MeHS NMpHHH-
MaTb KpaliHHe Mepbl! Eci TBOH KOJIOHHCTH XKeJaloT CTaTh
YacTbio M O e i HMIEepHH, /s Te6S B 3TOM HeT HHYero
nyioxoro! B KOHLEe-TO KOHUOB, 3TO HHKaK He CBfI3aHO C HX
Bepoi!

Kanuu Hak/OHHJIcA coBceM G6JIH3KO K 3KpaHy, Tak,
yToG6bl JI)KOHAaTaH, CTOSILIHA PANOM C NMPO3payHoi ABEpLIO,
He MOr MO MABHXKEHHIO ry6 porajaThcsi O TOM, UYTO OH
rOBOPHT HMMepaTopy:

— Ectb yapcmso nosbiwe TBOero, Ilenuc. d10 —
yapcmso Haweeo l'ocnoda. LlapcTBo, B KOTOPOM BbIpyuY-
Ka C HaJloroB HampasJjsieTcsi He Ha BOMHY, a Ha MHp H Ha
6saro yesoBeka. OTTONKHH MeHs! § o6paltych 3a momo-
wpio R JlomuHKHORY!

— Ho onu HuKorga He nomMoryt Te6e, CABIUHIIL?

— He penait Bua, cTapblil JHC, 6yATO Tl HEIOOLEHH-
Baelllb MeHs. Mbl 3HaeM ApYr Apyra CJHLUKOM AaBHO.

[Tenuc 3amosyasl ¥ HaxMypHJics, a NOTOM TOPOIIHBO
CMpOCHJI:
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.— A ecaH... eciu A OTBSXKYCL OT Tebsl, Tbl OCTaHeulb-
ca?’

— Celilyac — HeT. MHe Hajao NpOBeCTH Koe-KaKHe
pacciieloBaHHsl B KOCMoce.

HMnepaTtop pe3ko BbINpsIMHJCS:

— Boxe Moit! ¥Yx He cobpancs JH Thl B FOCTH K aT-
(papenam?

— Tbl 3Haewb AOrMaThl MHCCHOHEPOB TOYHO TaK Xe,
Kkak H a. Ecau Cotn Boxcuii waenya 8 Kocmoc, HUKmo He
eedaem, xyda cmynusa eco Hoea. Kak 3HaTh, Moxer
6biTb, W aT-dapesibl CAblWaNH 3TO H3peueHHe?

- Kanun, s...

— Tlocaywaii, Tlenic, Mubl oyenb onasgbiBaeM. Mue
Halo HATH.

= Kanun...

— Hmnepatop! — rosoc Kaauna crtan rpoMKHM H
Tpe6GoBaTe/NbHbIM.

Tlenuc BHe3anHO YCMOKOMJACS H MaXHYJ pyKoi:

~ Xopouwo. Ceiiyac He Bpems aas cnopos. Ho oaHax-
Ibl NTpHAET AeHb, KOrAa HaM NPHAETCS MOroBOPHTh ¢ To6GoM
0 TOM, Y KOro H3 Hac 6oJblue BjacTh!

Kannn HHyero He oTBeTH/. OH BLICKOUMJ W3 KaGHHKH
M Ha XOmy KpuKHya IxoHaTaHy:

— Buictpeifi! Buicrpeii! IToexann GuicTpeii! On MoxeT
nepeaymarhb!



FAABA 22

BoeBoit kpeficep Baaparusan. Kaxercs at-dapest pas-
6upanu ero Ha yacTH. Boyru Bce ele Jexxan B rpy3oBoM
otcexe. EMy 6uio cTpawmo. On CKHMancs oT Kaaoro
ynapa. [1pu6Gopbl mokasbiBaaH, YTO Npexpae, ueM HayaThb
IeMOHTaX, aT-papeJsibl 06pabaThiBalH KaXKAYI0 CEKLHIO pa-
NHOaKTHBHBIMH JIyYaMH H Ae3HHGHUHPYIOWHMH pacTBopa-
MH. TTocne Takoit 06paGOTKH BLIXKHTL OBbIJIO TPYAHO.

BoyrH BKJIOUYHJ NPHOOP HOYHOrO BHIAEHHS H MOEXHJ-
cfi: TCMHOTa Kasasnacb eMy yeM-To Bpofe cmepTH. On 6bint
oyellb roJioficH H ovelib ofHHoK. OH BcnoMHuA 06 Danbep.
YnpacTes M eMy BbIXKHTbL? Besb OH 0653aH paccKasaThb e
o cyab6e [xeka! Beuto BpeMsi, koraa oH 3ampocTo Mor
O6MCHHBATLCS C Hell MbICASMH, HO C TeX MOp OHAa OueHb
uaMeHHnach. Eciu ee He 6bUIO PSIAOM C HHM, OH yXe He
MOT yCJIbILIATh ee MbICJH.

CoBceM 1lefia/leKo OT Hero mocabiancst ckpun. Kaxer-
csl, 9T0 6bIT KaKoM-TO Ipbi3yH. Boyrn xoTes cXBaTHTb ero, HO
JKUBOTHOE B3BH3rHyJ0 M GpocHaoch npoub. OHo 6GblIO LyC-
TpbIM, odenb wycTpuiM. K Bee-Takn JXkeKy 3anpocTqQ yaanoch
6bl NoliMaTh rpbidyHa. ¥ Hero OblI0 MCHOBeHHasi peakuus, A
BoT BoyrH Tak nie cMor caenatb 310. Boyrn nocmorpes, Kak
MaJleHbKoe >XHBOTHOe, HaBepHOe Kpkica, MPOMYajoch B ApY-
roi KoHell TPIOMa M CKpbIOCH CPefH SILHKOB.

U Bopyr mBepH pacnaxHysucb H BCnbixHysa cBeT. OH
6bla1 O4eHb SIPKHM, H Boyru Ha Kakoe-To Bpems ocjen. OH
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He BHOeJ, KaK BXOAHJH aT-¢apedsl. [la, cOGCTBEHHO, CCIH
6bl OH M BHIOEJ, 4TO 6bl OH MOT cAesiaTh? PoBHBIM cueToM
Hudero. OH MOr TOJILKO MOJIMTBbCS.

* K *

JI>KeK AOBO/NIbHO-TAaKH GbLICTPO BCNOMHHJ, Ile HaXO4HT-
csl rnaBHbI HHKy6GaTop. IlepenyraHHbie Tpaku BblGerau
H3 o6JienyieHHOH Tps3blo HOpbl. B He6Ge napH/iH COTHH
necaHTHHKoB. To TYT, TO TaM BCMbIXHBaJNH 13bIKH OpaHiKe-
Boro nyameHH. Eule He KOCHYBLUHCh HOraMH 3eMJH, GOHLbI
3anyckanH pakethl. OgHoro M3 conpat J>kek y3Han cpasy.
Yac Hasag oH BO BceycJblllaHWe 3asiBHJ, UYTO >KeJsaeT
nposeTeTb C OrHEMETOM Hajl THe3fioM TpakoB. DTo GblIO
paBHOCHJILHO caMoy6uiicTBy. Ho ecau... eciH OH Bce Xe
clielaeT 3TO, OHH BBLIUTPalOT BpeMSl.

J>)xex nonpoGHO paccKa3sbiBajl BCEM HM, YTO HX OXH-
naet Ha KnakTyTte, HOo npH BHZe (depM, OropoXkeHHbIX
KOJlloYeH NMpoBOJIOKOH, M 6e3yMHBIX JilofeH, HarHuom Gera-
IOLHX BOOJb 3arpa{feHHH, Bce 3aMepJiH.

— Huraemcs! Ipuraemcs! HUKTO He CTOHT Ha MecTe!
Bce, y Koro ecTb BHOEOKaMephl, CHUMAIOT Ha TJIEHKY TO,
4yTO BO3MOXHO cHATbH! Ho Ha MecTe He CTOMT HHKTO! —
JIXXeK yXKe OXpPHN OT KpHKa.

OnHH U3 6oHUOB BeceJsIo TOCMOTPEJ Ha HEro H NMOAMHI-
Hya. KaxeTtcst, 310 6blJIO NIOC/IeiHEee, YTO OH ycClieJ caesaTh
B cBoeif XH3HH. OTKyda-TO BBICKOYHJIA TOJINMA TPAKOB, H
OMH M3 HHX TYT Xe cHec rojioBy 3eBake. I[)keK GpoCHJ
rpaHaTy H OTKaTHJCS B YKpbiTHe. KOMbsl 3eMJIH H OCKOJIKH
KaMHeil BaJeTesH B Bo3fyX. I)KeK BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH H
CTalWJ C nJiedya BHHTOBKY. Hajgo 6Gblio MATH padblie.

IlecyaHoe rHe30 TPaKoB BO3BHILIANOCH NPAMO Mepef
HuMH. OHO MOTJIO YXOAMTb TIOA 3eMJIO Ja)Ke Ha MOJNKHJIO-
meTpa. Ckopee Bcero ceiiuac OoH 6exan Kak pa3 Haj
noj3eMHbIMH xofaMH. EMy Hano OblJIO.NPOHHKHYTb BHH3.
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Ho kak? [a cKopee Bcero HHKaK, eC/H CaMH TpaKH He
3aTtawat ero Tyaa... HeT, BoT yX 3To Obls coBceM He
Aydwni BapuaHT. J)Kek mocmoTpen Ha yachl. Jlo KoHUa
aTakH oCTaBaJoCb MHHYT nsaTHaauatb. Ha ropusonte
BOT-BOT MOABSATCS TaJOH3bl W MONbITAIOTC 3a6paThb HX
oTcioAa.

Tpakn nosBHJAHCHL HeoXXHAaHHo. MIX xuTHHOBbie naH-
UHpHble 060JIOUKH TpeLlaH OT APOCTH, a pbXKHe AYeHCThIe
rnasa Geraju no cToponaM, BHIHCKHBasi BO3MOXHble XKep-
TBhl. CTpeiATh cMblc/ia He 6bl0:-pacCTOsIHHE MeXAy Tpa-
KaMH H JIIOAbMH O6blO CJAHLIKOM MajeHbKHM. OauH u3
TPaKoB NpeITHYN W cxBaTha JXKeKa 3a pyky. [lKek He cTan
COTpPOTHBJATLCS, Ha060POT, OH PeliH/ TMOAaThCA Brepel.
Tpak notepsn paBHoBecHe. II)Kek MHYJ ero MeTaJjHyec-
KHM GoTHHKOM B XHBOT. OT GoJIH TpaK pacKpbli CBOH
orpoMHble yesocTH. JXKeK pa3MaxHyJcsi, H 6pocHa eMy B
rJIOTKY rpaHary.

Tpak 3apbixajcsi. Buaumo, rpaHata nepekpbiia eMy Abl-
XaTenbHble MyTH. [lxeK GLICTPO OTCKOYHJI B cTOpOHY. [paHa-
Ta B30opBaJjiach NpsIMO B IJIOTKe y Tpaka. B Boaayx nonertequ
KyCKH Msica M pasopBaHHONM NaHUHPHOH OGOJIOYKH.

JI>kek npoBepHJ nosica ¢ 6oenprHnacaMu. Y Hero ocra-
nock nath rpaHat. OpaHXKeBoe NyaMsi, H3BepraeMoe Jasep-
HbIMH OTHeMEeTaMH, Ha KaKylo-TO CEGKYHAY NMPHBJEKJO ero
BHHMaHHe. TpakHaHCKoe THE30 pa3BajIHBaJOCh, KaK crie-
el ap6ys. JlKex ocTaHOBHJ/Ccsi M oTAblwanca. Pagom c
HHM- XpycTHyna BeTKa. OH pe3ko MOBepHYyJiCSl H XOTeJd
BLICTPE/IHTb, HO PSIOM C HHM CTOAJ COBCeM He Tpak.
PsfoM ¢ HHM CTOSLIH ‘TPH YesIoBeKa ¢ a6COMIOTHO TYNLIMH
H OeccMbic/ieHHbIMH raasaMi. Jlkek B nNaHHKe 3amaxan
PYKaMH:

— Hy 3gnech xe crtpeasior, cabiunte? [Tpous oTcional
IMpoub otciona! ITowan BoH!
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>Kenuwmna nocMmoTpena Been yderaowun camuam. Ee
TPYAM CBHMCaJHM 0O Mosica, a Jbicasi roioBa 6bl1a NMOKpPbLITA
CeTKOIO cTpaluHblX WpamoB. HaBeproe, Koraa-To oHa 6blia
‘KPacHBOM H Ja)e pa3yMHOH, HO ceHuac... JI)Kek cxBaTuJ
KOM 3eMJH M 3anycTus B Hee. Ona TpsIXHyJa TrosioBod M
no6exkaja 3a OCTaJibHBIMM — TOAajblie OT JHHHH OTrHf.
JIxxek ocMoTpeJicst M yBHAeN B ABYX lIarax ot ce6si Gppyk-
ToBoe AepeBo. Ara! Tak BoT B ueM 6bisio feso! Bot nouemy
OHH He XOTeJH YXOAHTb!

Bapyr — HEMOHATHO OTKyAa — MOCJBILAJCH LIENoT:

— VYxomu oTciopa, NpHaATeb, 1 COBCEM He Wyyy, — B
rojioce cablliajgoch sIBHoe oTuasHHe. Kaxertcs, y rosops-
ulero 6blI KaKOH-TO 3HAaKOMbIH aKLEHT... Hy Aa, aKueHT
XHTesel ueHTpanabHoi yacTH JlomHHMOHA... [I)Kek BbINps-
MHuacs. EMy nokasasoch, YTO Trosloc HAET H3-TIOA 3eMJIH.
LLITopM MpBITHYA Ha MeTp BJEBO M TOJKHYJ HOTOHl KOYKY,
TIOKPLITYIO BLICOKOH TpaBoH. UM 3emnsi H TpaBa doHTaHOM
B3MCTHYJHCh BBepX. M3-noj KOUKH Mnokasajcs 4YeJsloBeK.
On yBupmen [Hxxeka u 3acThia. [To ero 6Gaeanomy Jauuy
TIOKATHIHCh CJle3bl.

—. O Boxe! — cxa3an oH. — Bbl BepHysnch!

JIxeKk OTBeJl B CTOPOHY rpaHaty. MaseHbKHH MYyX4H-
Ha GbICTPO BHLINPLITHYJ M3 HOphl. B pyke y Hero cBeTHJscs
YeJIOBEYECKHH ueper.

— §1 3aHnMaJscs packonkaMH, — GbICTPO CKasas OH. —
$1 coBepuleHHO TaHHO 3aHHMaJCA 3[eCb PacKoMKaMH ¢
npowutoro roaa. Ha, aa, nocne Haweit ataku. f1 Hapesancs,
51 3Hal, YTO BB 0653aTeJILHO BepHeTecCh. Kak Tosnbko #
ycabllaJ, 4YTo NpH6aHKaITCA KopabJH, 1 6pocuJics cioaa,
B MO€ CeKpeTHoe yGeXHllie. — HEOXXHNAHHO yeJioBeK omny-
CTHJCSl Ha KoJeHH. — Krto 6Bl Bbl HH GbUIH, MoXKajy#cTa,
no)kanayicra, BO3bMHTe MeHs AoMoi!

— Kro TH? — cnpocus noTpsiceHHb# JKek.
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— §... — uenoBek yero-To Hcmyrajcsi. — Her, Her.
nogoxxaute! I — Marepaan. §1 6bin1 KceHoGHosorom. £
nonaj B nmJjel K TpakaMm ABaAuaTh TpH rojaa Hasan. Iloxa-
ayiicta, 3abepHTe MeHs OTCIOAa, HAH... HIH yGeiTe MeHs!

Kaxkercsi, 3ToT uesioBeK 3Hajl O Tpakax GoJblie Bcex.
Jxex npotaHyn MarepiaHy PyKy M NOMOr eMy BCTaTh.
ITosagu HHX 3eMJs pa3Bepajiach C OTJYLIHTEJbHEIM Tpec-
KOM, H M3 o6pa3soBaBllIelics lUeJH NoKasanuch Tpaku. [xek
WIBLIPHYJ TPaHaTy W GLICTPO MOCAAH/ MajleHbKOro uyeJjobe-
Ka K ceGe Ha njeyo. HyxHo 6biio Gexxatb. TpakH Bce
JIe3JIH Y JIe3/Id U3-NoA 3eMad. MaTepaaH ynan la 3emJio
u 3aBbia. JKeK BbITalMJ W3 mosica ¢ 60enpunacaMy noc-
JMeflHHe rpaHaThl M WBLIPHYA MX B TpakoB. OH ymaa:
Ipanatel B3oppasychk. LLITopM Jexan coBepLIEHHO OrlylleH-
HBI M He MOT nolueBesHThesl. TIpsiMo nom HUM 3aBopoyalicst
W 3acToHan MartepaaH. JKek nepekartHicsi Ha 60k. Marep-
IlaHa, -KaXkeTcsl, BhIpBaJo, JI)KeK Bckouna Ha HorH. OH 6but
paHeH, Ho 1oKa He MOT ONpefesHTb, HaCKOJALKO cepbesHo. Jlo
3BaKyalUMH OCTaBajoch NATb MHHYT. JKek cxBaTha Marep-
IaHa 3a DYKy H IOMOT eMy MOAHSThCA.

— IMown! — kpukHYJ oH. — Ecai Thl He BhIGepeLibest
oTclofa ceiuac, Thl He BbiGepelllbcsl OTCIOAA yXKe HHKorpa!

Maunenbkuii yesloBeyek He sajaBaJ BonpocoB. [Toanep-
JKHBasi pyr Apyra, OHH no6peJsiH yepe3 KaHaBbl H PHITBHHBI
K NOMXHAAIOLHM HX TaJlOH3aM.

Jxek npeacrasua MartepnaHa Cray6y:

— DTOT YesoOBEK M3yyas TpPaKoB Gosiee ABafUATH JeT.



FNABA 23

Heanndexuus KoHuHsMach, H cBeT norac. B. Tpiome
6bis10 THX0. Boyrn ocmoTpesics u yBHAeN Ha cTeHe cxeMy
Kopabas. Kaxercs, ecan OH H3yYHT 3TOT uepTeX, OH
CMOXKeT KaK-To BhIGpaTbcsi M3 Kpekcepa... OH oTowen oT
KOHTeHHepa, nomeuyeHHoro 6upkod «lxek Ultopm», H
NpHOAH3HACS K cXxeMe.

[me-To B cocenHeM oTceKe MOCJ/ILILAJNCA BH3I NJa3MeH-
HbIX pe3akoB. Kopa6ub B3gporuys. Boyru cbexuacs. Ou
OUYeHb XOPOLUO 3HaJ 3TOT 3BYK: OHH C J>)KeKoM cJbllLaIH
ero, Korga rnoceluaji HeJierajbHble 3aBOJbI.

Korna nBepu B TpIOM OTKpbIIHCH BO BTOpPoit pa3, Boyru
yxe 6b11 rotoB. OH ¢ OrIyLWIHTE/JbHbIM peBOM 6pocHJCs
Brepej, nposieTes Haf He3HaKOMUAMH H MOMYaJiCA B OTCeK,
rie NOAXHBI GLIIM HaXOAHWTbCA CllacaTesibHble KariCyJbi.
JiBe u3 HHX ObIIH OTKPHITH. BOYrH HLIpPHYJ -B OAHY H3
KafcyJs ¥ 3aXJIOnHyJ 3a cobo#t oK. ¥Yke B KocMoce Boyru
MOHAJ, YTO TOJNBKO YTO BHAeN aT-(apesioB, H yXKacHYJCH.
Kancysa nocaywiHo Bolujia B rHNepnpocTpaHCTBO, OCTaBHB

* lajleKo 3a co6oi 3axBaueHHLI HenpusTeJeM Kopabib, H
TaK e JIerko BblIJA H3 HEero B KaKHX-TO HeBeJOMbIX
ray6HHax Kocmoca.

* % %
— Sfl-to pyMan, — ckKasan MarepaaH, caasch Ha
KpaellleK roCnHTaJbHON KOMHKH, — 4YTO Thl NOTEpss CBOM
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MH3HHel H3-3a MeHs. Ho JOKTOp roBOpHT, 4TO 3TO cTa-
past paHa. Huyero, TBost paHa 3aTArdBaeTcsl GbICTPO.
Korpa ™Mbl npub6ymem Ha MucTBanba, Thl Oydellb Kak
HOBEHbKH.

JI>kek BHHMaTeNbHO NOCMOTpeJ Ha YyuyeHoro. ToT
yBHAaen, uTo JIXKeK OYHYJICSI, U NepecTas roBopHThb. Jxek
1 6e3 Hero 3HaJs, YTO OH 6yAeT Kak HoBeHbKHH. IToBpex-
neHHe OBbIJIO NYCTSIKOBBIM: OFOHb CJlerka MOAMAJIHA eMy
cnuHy, BoT W Bce. OH NpHNOAHAJCH H cesl PSOM C
MarepnaHoM Ha Kpal KpoBaTH:

— Hy a Tbl-To Kak?

MarepaaH momMoJiyal, a MOTOM 3aroBOPHJI HEPBHO H
cO6UBYHBO

— 41 nonarato... s1 HafeloCb, YTO cO MHOH Bce GYAeT B
nopsiake. f... 51 He 3Hal0... — OH 06XBaTHJ PYKaMH KOJIEHH
MW OTCYTCTBYIOIUMM B3rJISAOM NMOCMOTpes Ha GOJbHHYHBIK
noJi. — 51 He 3Hal0... NOKa... NOKa NMpaBAa He CTaHeT BceM
H3BecTHa...

— IlpaBna? — 3auMHTepecoBaHHO nepecrnpocHa JDKeK.

MarepaaH yTBepIHTE/bHO KauHYJl roJIoBOH:

— [Ha, na, uMeHHo. Benb s XXHJ TaM, Fle He >XHJ
HHKTO. fl BHOEJ, KakK TpakKH BHIPALUMBAJIH HX H Jeslali U3
HHX... KOPM...

— Tbl Mor MM Kak-To nomous? Thl MOr Kak-TO 3TO
OCTAHOBHTb?

Martepnas B3JIOXHYJL:

=~ Her, Her u eute pa3 Het!

JI>KeK cnycTHJ HOrH Ha moJ. Bbio XxoJsomHO, crnHHa
Bce eute GoJeda.

— B rakoM cayyae, THl He ciejall HHYero IJIOXoro, —
CKasas OH.

— Kaxk?... Ho s Beab pa6otas Ha Tpakos!... — Marep-
AaH SIBHO He BEPHJl CBOHM yluaM.
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— Tuol BbikHA. — JXKeK ycTano nocMmorpen Ha Marep-
patia. — Mbl Bce noHeMHory 3aHHMasnchb 3THM. Tbl 3Ha-
elb, HanpuMep, rge s MNoTepssn CBOil MH3HHel M TPH
najblia Ha Horax?

KceHo6Honor oTpHLUATeNbHO NMOKayaj roJioBoH:

— Torpma caywai, — ckasan J[)KeK W BCTaJl ¢ KpOBaTH.

— Te6e Henbsn BcTaBaTh! — 3abecnokonncs MatepaaH.

— Hnuuero! §I ropasmo GbicTpee BbLI3AOPOBJIO, €CJH
6Gyny -xoouTb, — yabl6Hyscs I>kek H cTan paccka3biBaTh
y4yeHOMY CBOIO Tparuuyeckylo Hcropuio. ['nasa MarepaaHa
3abJsiecTesd OT cJles.

— Hy Bot, — 3akoHuusn [Ixek. — Ceiiyac Tl yXxe
3Haellb 060 BCEM TOM, YTO MHe MPHLUJIOCH MEPEXKHTb.

MartepaaH 3aKpbll pyKaMH JIHLO H 3aMJjaKaj rpoMKo,
KaKk pe6eHok. IloToM, ycrOKOMBLIHCB, CKa3aa:

— OHH COXpPaHH/IH MHe >XH3Hb TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO
Hajesiich Ha Molo nomoiub. f nputBopuicsa. KoneuHo,
MOJKeT OblTb, S U MOT 66l UM NOMOYb, HO §l He CTaJ JesaThb
9TOro.

— [Tomoun? — JI)KeK oueHb yauBuics. — Ho xak?

~ Bce gesno B ToM... Kopoue, s 3Halo, noueMmy Tpa-
KHpofiTCf.

— §I Toxe 3Hal0. DTO Npouecc pa3MHOXEHHS, — OTBe-
Tua kek. — K ToMy XKe y Hac ecTb NOATBePXKIEHHS TOMY,
YTO OHH COMEPHHYAIOT CO CBOHMH CTapbiIMH BparamH.

— Hert-Her, 5 roBopio o yeM-To ropaspo GosblueM. —
MaTtepaan HeMHoro mnomoJjuajn. — Bce peno B ToM,
yto Tpukamada — amo ux nocrédusasn u eQuHCMBEHHAR
demopodHas camka.

Jxek cxBaTHJscst 3a rosioBy. Uepes mapy MHHYT Kce-
HOGHOJIOF OCTOPOXKHO CMPOCHJI:

- Jek, nocayluaii, ¢ To6oi Bce B- nopfuu(e> Moxer
6bITh, y Te6s aHXopazka?

188



— Tbl Xoyelub cKa3aTb, — 3aTpsc ronosoii Ixek, — uto
BCe Mecyalible NJaHeTbl 3acejHsa oAHA KopoJieBa?

— Ha. Y Tl e MoKewb ce6Ge NpeACTaBHTb, B KAKOM OHH
oTuasuHd. Korna ee ne craHer, TpakH HayHYT BbIMHPaThb.

— Marepaan, nogoxaHM, a Tbl yBepeH B 3TOM?

Martepaan no>kaa njeyamH W oTBeJs B3rsjd B CTOPOHY:

— Koneuno, yBepen. §I 6611 ee AHYHLIM aKyllepoM Bce
9TH ABaAuaThb JerT. '

BoT Tax. Matepaan coTHu pa3 Mor 6bl y6uTh TpHKa-
Taly M OCTaHOBHTb TpakoB. JIKeK cTHcHya 3y6bl. UTo
aenatb! DToOT yenoBex He Gbla y6uiueH, u JDKeK lie UMes
1IHKaKoro npaBa ocyxaaTb ero. IXKeK THXO CKasan:

— Ho Mul Besib MOXKeM OCTaHOBHTb MeCOK.

— YT10? — nepecnpocHs KceHOGHOMOT.

— Mbl MOXEeM HCNoJAb30BaTh 3TO 3HaHHE H NONLITaTbCA
XOTb KaK-TO oCTaHOBHTb Ilecuannie BoiiHbl.

Marepnan nokayan rosoBoii:

— Her. Onu nuKoraa Ha 3To He corjacsitcsl. 3To Bce
pPaBHO, UTO MONLITaTbCfl OCTAHOBHThb pOXIAeHHe pe6eHKa B
caMoit cepeasHe poaoB. MHCTHHKT rOHHT ee TOYHO TaK Xe,
KaK H OCTaJbHbIX TpakoB. MosKeT 6biTb... MOXeT GbLIThb, ee
MOXXHO OyneT YroBOpHTb XOTb Ha HeMHOro 3aMelsinTh
pasMHOXeHHe...

Jxek ¢ MHTepecoM nocMoTpen Ha Martepaana:

— TMocnywa#, a uto Tl AyMmaewb AesaTh Aajblue?

ToT noxkan nsaeyamu:

— §1 Hapeloch Ha TO, uTO cMory npuroautecsi Cray6y.
Beab s — oueHb LeHHbIH cBUAeTeNb. K TOMy Xe, s 6oablue
BCeX 3Halo 06 MCTHHHOM nmpHpoae Tpakos. — OH BcTald. —
Cnacu6o Te6e, IIxxeK. S ouenb yTomua Te6s. ... 1 npuny
K Tebe mosxe.

JDxeK yabl6HyJcs. ManeHbKHii yesioBeveK CKpblics 3a
OrpOMHON TSi2KeJIOH ABepbIO.
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* Kok

... Ho ryiaBHOe — He roBopu o6 atoM Ceatomy Kanuny.

IMomowuuK nuMOoTa pe3ko 3amonyan. KanHH Bouwes B
KOMaHAHPCKYI0 PY6KYy H YJABIGHYJCS:

— UTto xe 3To 3a Takafl CTpallHasi Bellb, O KOTOPOH
Sl HHYero He NOJXKeH 3HaTb? — OH MOCMOTpeJ cHauaja Ha
nomoiuuka MBaHoBa, a notom — na [oHaTaHa.

J>koHaTaH HaxXMypHJCs:

— Mbl nepexBaTH/IH KaKOM-TO CHTrHaJ.

= B camoM pmene? A 3To cayuaiiHo He aT-hapensi? —
c no6onuiTerBoM cnpocka Kanuw.

— locnopu, Hapjeloch, UTO HeT, — yXKacHyJcs GJefHbIH
JxoHaTaH. KanHH cKJIOHHJICS Hal NpHGOPaMH M XMBIKHYJI:

— IlpekpaTh, JkoHaTaH. f 3a6paJicsi B 3TOT 3a6biThIi
Borom yrojok KocMoca HMeHHO NMOTOMY, UTO Xouy scmpe-
mumocs ¢ am-gapesramu.

— Yro?! — TeMHokoXuii MBaHoB noGsemuesn.

JI>)KOHaTaH C TPOXOTOM OMYCTHJCH Ha CTyJ:

— Hackonbko MHe H3BecTHo, Bawe CasaTeiiluecTBo,
OHH CcHauyajla CTPeJsISIOT, a MOTOM YXKe BBIXOAAT Ha CBA3b.

— Moxet 6biTb. — Kanuu noxan niaeuamu. — Ho MHe
KaXkeTcsl, YTO BBl COBCeM He AyMaeTe O TOM, YTO aT-
Gbapesbl — coBeplIeHHO HOBasi-paca. A Belp HHKTO Jaxke
He nomnelTajcs pa3o6paThesi, B YeM [JeJI0 M YTO MPOHCXOAHT
Ha camoM neje.

ViBaHoB HepBHO npoGopMoTai:

— B yeM ke 3nech pasbupatbesi? Bee i Tak npepesnbHO
SICHO: Mbl HMeeM JieJI0 C XJagHOKPOBHEIMH YGHHIAMH.

KanuH paccmaTpuBajl 3ameseHroBaHHBbIH :06beKT. OH
6Ll SIBHO pa3o4apoBaH:

— Hy, k10 6b1 3TO HH 6bla, K aT-hapesiaM OH He MOXeT
HMeTb HMKAKOro OTHOLUEHHS. ] CJbllIal, YTO MX KpeHcephl
OTPOMHBI. '
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HiBalioB ToXXe NocMoOTpeJs 11a 3Kpall M HACTOPOXKHJCA:

— Kajketcsn, aTo cnacatesbHas KancyJa.

— Hy 3HauuT Hy>XHO ee noMMarTs.

... OHH Xpanu, KOTAAa 3aKOHYHTCSl repMeTH3alHst BO3-
AywHoro wJosa. JKoHaTaH TMOJIOXKHJA PpYyKy Ha MJedo
KanuHa u BKpaguuBo cKasaua: ’

— Bawe CBsiTediluecTBo, Mbl Belb He 3HaeM, UTO TaM
BHYTPH. MoxeT 6biTb, BaM Jyudlle YATH B KaGHHY? A
MOTOM 51 BaM BCe HOJIOXKY.

KanuH cepanTo MOKOCHJ/ICA Ha CBOETro TeJIOXpaHHTess:

— He Tpscuch Hago MHoH, IlxxonaTtaH. MHe npuxoau-
JIocb BHAETb TakHe CTpallilible CLEHbl, 4TO Thl M NpeAcTa-
BHTb ceGe He Moxelub. IToka Mbl He BckpoeM 3To sfilO, f
HUKyOa He y#Hny.

JlBa uesnoBeka, ofeTble B 3alUHTHLIC KOCTIOMbI, OCTO-
POXHO NMPHONH3HAKCL K KancyJse. M3 oTBHHuHBalowwerocs
JIIOKa MocJbliajoch caaboe lwHneHHe. OHH 3arnsiHyJaH
BHYTpb. OfMH H3 HHX NOBEpPHYJICA K OKHY, BbIXOASLLEMY: BO
BHYTPEHHHH KOPHAOP, H CKa3ax:

— 970 cTpaHHas wTyKa. OHa Noxoxa... Ha MepTBOro
po6ora...

— Urto? — Kasnu BTHCHYyJIcst HocoM B cTekJo. K cyacTblo,
TipHYyasibHas MJIoLaaKa Ha Mx KopabJie Ghlia Bpalualollercs,
M TO3TOMY OH MOl YJIOBHTb HYXXHBLIH MOMEHT M 3arjisHyTb
BHYTpPb Kancyabl. Ero CsiTeiiliecTBO THXOHbKO OTOABHHYJICS
ot Jl>)koHaTaHa, 4YTOGbl TOT He MOUYBCTBOBaJ CHJbHbIH He-
PBHbI 03HO6, KOMOTALUKI CTapHKa.

— OTHecHTe ero B MOIO KOMHaTy, — Yepe3 napy CeKyHA
CKOMaHZ0BaJ OH.

— Csp? — JDoHaTaH HeMoOHHMalolle NOCMOTpes Ha
Kanuna.

— Ha, na. OTHecuTe ero KO MHe M OCTaBbTe MeHSH

OJHOro, — MOBTOPHJI CTapHK.
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Hns Toro, ytTo6bl NOAHATL GPOHEKOCTIOM H MepeHEeCTH
ero B Kaloty Cesnitoro Kanuna, notpeGoBanochb 4HeTbipe
yesioBeka. KasMH CTOSI, 3aCyHYB PYKH B KapMaHbl, M
Ge3yuyacTHO HabJiogan 3a HUMH. BpoHekocTiom Hecau oc-
TOPOXHO: €ro HeJb3sl ObIO CTYKHYTb HAM YPOHHTL. B
ABepsix nokasazcs JlxoHaTaH:

— §1 He xouy, 4YTOGbl MeHSi GEGCNOKOWAH, — YNpsiMO
noBtopus Kanun. — M npowy te6s npocieauTtb 3a 3THM.

[ToMoOWIHHK O33afaueHHO MOCMOTpPeJ Ha Hero:

— ... MHe KaxeTcsl... i 3Hal0 3TOT GPOHEKOCTIOM...

— f1 B atoM He comueBaloch. — Kaaun 3axnonnyn
ABepb MNpsiMo Yy Hero nepex HocoM. — OH nogoinesn K
nocnexaM H CKJIOHHJACS Hal HHMH. Y Hero Tak CHJbHO
TPSICIHChL PYKH, UTO KaKOeC-TO BpeMsl OH He MOT OTKpBITb
uiIeM. )

INo pacueram Kanuna, B 3ToM paioHe AOMKHBI OblAH
o6bABUTbCS aT-(papeabl. Tak 4YTO crmacaTe/bHYIO Kancyay
OHH 0OHapyXXH/u He cayuaitHo. M3 atoro caepoBano, uto
pa#ion ataku KannH onpeaennn BepHo. Own6est OH TONBKO
BO BpeMeHH. 3allHTHOC CTEKJO LjeMa APOTHYJIO H OTKpbI-
nocb. Jocnexu Jkeka OblaM NYCTHI.

Kanuu onycTun pyKy BHYTpb OGpoHeKocTiOMa M MpH-
TpoHyacs K Boyru. Hyx Obis TensabiM M 6echopMeHHbBIM.
O11 HepBHO MyJabLCHPOBad B ero pyke.

— He 6oiicq, Boyru. 1 — apyr, — Tuxo ckasan Kaaui.



FAABA 24

Houbio Dnn6ep npocuynacs. OHa Jexkasa, CBepHYB-
WHCb B KOMOYEK MOA TenJbiM 6aliKOBbIM OfleslJIoM, H HHKaK
He MorJja TMOHSTb, 4TO pa3byauso ee. [Touemy-To oOHa
BcrioMHHJsa II)KeKa H yJblGHYynach, TOTOM OCTOPOXKHO BhIO-
paJjlacb H3 cBoero rHesjia. Bapyr nBepb B KOMHaTy OTKpHI-
Jlacb, U pe3KHH CBeT OCJIenHJ ee.

B mBepsix crosina Capu.

— Y Hac BO3HHKAHM npoGiems, daubep, — CcKasana
oHa. — DTo KacaeTcsl TBOero 3BOHKa K J[XKeky.
— Ilpo6aembl? — A BEl yXXe MONYYHJAH OTBET? —

danbep HHYero He MOHHMana.

— Her, — nokayana rososoii Coagu. — Ho 3eneHble
Py6alwky ObliH ONo3HaHbl, KaK HeflaBHHe HaJleTYHKH Ha
KnaktyT, u ek 3aMewraH B 3ToM. OH 6Bl ONHHM M3 HX
pykoBoauTeseit. Thl cama 3Haelb, KaK CHJbHbLI TPakH Ha
MausnbTeHe, TaK YTO, GCJIM OHH pellaTcs HaHeCTH OTBETHBIi
ynap,'y Hac 6YAyT KpynHble HenpHsITHOCTH.

Dnubep Habpocusa Ha MJIeYH ONESNIO M MOeXHJach:

— Ho BBl no3Bonuanch [xKeky? — elue pas crnpocHJa
OHa.

— Ha. U, x coxka/leHHI0, 3TO MPHBJIEKJIO Koe-ybe BHH-
Manue. — C3OM OTOWIIa B CTOPOHY, H 32 ee CIHHOM
Bhlpocna TeMHas ¢urypa. [ocnoau! Kaxercs, 3to 6w
BanpoBep Banacrep!
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Banactep noTecHHJ POCTOBIUHILY H 3aroBOPLUHUYECKH
vabiGuyncs danbep:

— Crapble u3peyeHHs, KaK Bcerga BepHbl, — npo6Gop-
MoTasa olH. — OT Hac MOXKHO c6e)xaTb, HO OT HAC Hejlb3fl
cnpaTtatbes. — DBanacrtep esnkHysn nanbuamd, H 3a ero

CHHOW MOKa3aJHChb ABa OFPOMHBIX Tpaka.

— ApecrtyiiTe ee, — KuBHyJ KM Banpmosep. — Ilenuc
)KeJlaeT C HeH HeMHOXXeYKO MOroBOPHTb.

— Capu... — Daubep BOMpOCHTENbHO NOCMOTpeJa Ha
pocroBiinuy. Ta HeBO3MYyTHMO NoXKaja NJe4yaMH:

— Bupuwp au... 5 Gosblie He Mory momorath TeGe,
Anubep! ... 3BHHM...

Banactep WHPOKO YJABLIGHYJACS:

— HeT, Bce-Taku MHe HpaBHTCSHl, KOrla MOM MJaHbl
BOMJIOLLIAIOTCSl B XH3Hb Tak GuecTsiue!

Tpaku BowsH B KomHaty. Kak Bcerna, oHH KJauaau
YTO-TO CBOHMH Y>KAaCHBIMH YeslocTAMH. Danbep oTCTynuAa
K CTOJIHKY M momnblTajach JOCTaTh U3 flHuKa opyxHe. Ona
cablwana, kak JKeKk pacckasblBaj O CXBaTKaX C 3THMH
MEP3KHMH JXYKaMH, HO K HX JIETKHM H TOYHBIM ABHXXEHUAM
OHa rortoBa He 6bla. YTo, uTO OHa MorJia caenath? Kaxer-
cfl, cnaceHHst He 6biJo.

Koraa >kyku Tawmau daubep Mumo BanpmoBepa, oH,
Kak 6bl H3aeBasiCh, NOrJAajH] ee 1o BojJocaM H o6paTHJcs
Kk Cann:

— A cefiyac Mbl HaHeceM HeGoJblLIOH BH3HT B Baly
JlabopaTopHIO XosonHoro cHa. Ha ator pa3 cam umnepatop
NPOCHT Bac O MOMOLUH. '

Moxet 6biTb, Caa4 M NouyBCTBOBaJla Ha ceGe B3rasif
dunbep, HO OHA He NOKa3sanja atoro. Ee no6ponyLiHbiit TOH
MTHOBEHHO KyAa-To yJaeTyuyunacs. Eff npeanaranu cpenky, a
OHa 6blIa JeJILLOM.
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— BpeMmsti — pneHbrd, Kak roBOPHT MOCJOBHLA, MO
noporoit Banacrep. — Ecsin Bbl npocHTe MeHsl MOMOYb BaM
Ha o6LUeCcTBEeHHbIX Hayajax, Bbl IOCTyMaeTe HepadyMHo. 5
He BOXKY SKCKYPCHil MOj| CBOH JiefiiHble CBOARL.

dnubep Hanpsrja MblliUbl W MpPOBepHJa, KPenko JiH
nepxat ee Tpakd. KoHeuHo, oHH Aepxa/iH ee oueHb Kperl-
Ko. OHa xoTesa coGpaTbCsl C MBICJASIMH H MOMBITAaTbCH
NpeANnpHHATb YTO-TO HeOXXHAaHHOe, HO HHKAaK He MorJa
npHaymaTb — uTo? Basactep 3acmesicst M ONAThb NOTJIafHI
Aaubep no BoJocaM: .

— Bor c Bamu, MaaaM, KakHe 3KCKYpcHH? Y MeHs ecTb
KJIHEHT, U sl Xouy ero oxjsaguTh. OH TPOMKO 3acMesicsi H
nocMoTpes1 Ha Aaubep: — He naaus! Tam Tebe OGygmer
ropasgo cnokoitHee, MaJbllluKa!

* * %

Ha MuctBanbae y [xxeka 6b110 MHOro ges. OH BO3HJ-
¢l ¢ KHHOXPOHHKOM, npHBeseHHol ¢ KnaktyTta, u co6upan
0 KyCcouKaM KaJphl, KOTOpbie yAanoch OTCHATb. BMecTe co
Cray6om BOT y»e 4ac OHH CHAEJNH Y GOJbLIOTO MJIOCKOro
S5KpaHa H MpOCMaTpPHBaJH CMOHTHPOBAHHYIO MJIEHKY.

— BoT ToJNbKO HeH3BecTHO, MOMOKeT JIH HaM 3To, —
CKa3aji KOMaHIHp.

~ Cyfif no BceMy, OHH He COGMPAlOTCA HaM BEpHTb,
TaK YTO HaM noTtpebyeTcsi KaKk MOXXHO GoJiblie (aKTHYec-
KOro MarepHasna.

— Ho Gosblue y Hac Hu4ero Her. Beap moutH Bcio
BHAeoanmnapaTypy Mbl MOTEpSIH BMecTe C Kpelicepom! —
B3noxuya Cray®.

— S 3Hal0, — KuBHYA J[XkeK H OoTBepHyJicsl OT 3KpaHa.
— A 4To KacaeTcs TPaKOB, TaK OHH YXe OPYT, 4TO Mbl
MSICHHKH.
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— A Tbl nymaJ, uTo Te6sl Ha3oBYT repoeM? — HacMeLl-
JIUBO CHPOCHJ KOMaHIHP.

JI>xek XJeGHYJl TVIOTOK TepnKOro XOJIOHHOro MHBa M
CIOKOMHO 3aMeTHJI:

— JHa Her. Sl yXe He nepBblH AeHb XXHBY Ha 3TOM
cBeTe, M MpeKPacHO 3Halo, UTO Mbl PeIKO MoJjydyaeM TO, Ha
YTO HajeeMcsl.

CTay6 yoMBJIEHHO BBHITHYJ CBOHM pbl)KMe GpOBH:

— Ore! Hackonbko s MOHHMalO, Thl LHMHHMK?

JXKeK XMBIKHYJ H NMOCMOTpeJs B MOTOJIOK:

— Iunuk? Cxopee — peaJHcT.

JiBepb CKpPHMHYJa U NPHOTKpHJIAack. B KoMHaty 3aras-
HYJl MOJIOAOH COJAAT, 3aMeHHBLUHI noru6ero Ha Knakry-
Te Kpeficnepa:

— ¥ Hac noceTHTesb, C3p, — HeyBepeHHO CKa3aJs OH.

- Kro?

— 3710 ¢uuep. BepHee... HaCKONbKO f MOHHMAIO, 3TO
onHa H3 caMoK. OHa rOBOpPHT, UTO OYeHb XOTeJla Gul BHAETb
Jxexka Illtopma. JIxKeK mnomgHscs. Ckopee Bcero, 3TO
6nina TymaHn-Haa-Bopoii. KaxkeTcsi, y ero npy3eit onsitb uro-
TO CJIYYHJIOCD. .

— 4§ nonay norosopio ¢ HumH, Cray6? — cmpocha
ITopm.

Cray6 noauscs ¢ kpecaa:

— 1 nymalo, HaM CTOMT MOWTH BMecTe. I'1e oHa?

— B cToJI0BO#f HaKpHT He6oJbLION CTOJHK, C3p, —
LeJIKHYJ1 KabJyKaMH afbIOTaHT.

Hy na, koHeuHo, sT0 6bina TyMman-Han-Bomoit. OHa cTo-
fiJla K HHM CITHHOM, HO KOrla OHH BOLWJIHM, ee KpyrJble YIUH
YyTb 3aMeTHO B3[POTHYJH. 3HayMT, OHa YCJHllajna, 4TO
JIxek yxe 3fech. Duillepka cTos/1a KaK-TO YHbIUIO H 6€3B0JIb-
HO, CBECHB Ha MoJl CBOM HJIHHHHIN GJIeCTALUHA XBOCT.
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— ITomoru mue, CoslHBILKO, — CKa3ajla OHa, 06epHYB-
wHeb K Jkeky. — IlceBnoumnepatop Myapeiit 3y6 B3sn
Ckana B 3aJIO>XKHHKH.

— B 3anoxHuku? A Kak 3TO MpoH3ouuvio?

— Ero BbI3BaJH Ha CTaHUHIO CYGNpOCTpPaHCTBEHHOI
cBsi3n B PuwmbypHe. OH sIBUJCS, W CrO BCTPETHJIH areHTh.
Onu... — TymaH-nag-Bomol 3amosyana. Ee TeMHo-cHHHe
rjasa HanoJHWJHCh Clle3aMH.

— On xuB? — 6bicTpo cnpocua JIKekK.

Ona kuBHysna. Cine3uHKa, NoBHCLUAs Ha KOHYMKe JJIHH-
HOro mpo3payHoro yca, GnecHysa, ApPOTHYJa W ynajaa Ha
noJ.

— § He -3Halo, moHMelWwb JH Thl MEHSl... — MSKO H
BKpaguuBo ckasdan Jxkek. — Bce peno B ToM, uTO #
norepsiy cBOH GPOHEKOCTIOM, TaK 4TO celiyac s Gecrnomo-
weH. fA... 5 He mory cnacth Ckana.

— Kaxk! Hey>kenn e Tbl 6pocHiib ero!l — BcmiecHyna
JNanaMH ¢uiuepka.

— OH — 3an0XHHK, — oTBeTHa JDKek. — A BCAKHH
3a/0XCHHK HMeeT cBolo ueHy. Kakoe-to Bpemss Mynphiit
3y6 Gyner mepxaTb ero y ce6s. A Mbl MocTapaeMcst Kak-
TO YJNafHMTb 3TY HCTOPHIO.

— Y Hero HeT BpeMeHH! — rHeBHO mpowunena Tyman-
HaJ-BOAOH H XJIeCTHyJla XBOCTOM B 3BEHSILECM BO3fyXe. —
Tol mypak, CoJiHbILIKO.

Kaxkercs, oH AeHCTBHTEJIbLHO Yero-To He noHHMaJ. Bo
BCSIKOM CJydae YyTh JIH He B MepBbli pa3 B H3HH JIXKek
no4yBCTBOBaJ cebsi HeJsIOBKO.

— §I uenio mpyx6y co CkasoM, s ueHI0O ApYyx6y c
To6oi, — ckaszan oH. — Ho Baw MHp MHe HesHakoMm. f
cOBeplIeHHO He Pa3bHpalocb B BAlUKX MOJHTHYECKHX Hr-

pax.
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= K uepTy Besikyio noautHky! — kpuknyna Tyman-uan-
BofloH. — Ero 3aaep>any TOJbKO NMOTOMY, YTO OH MO3BOJHI
atoit 6ase (pynkuHoHupoBaTb! CKasn cTasl 3a0XKHHKOM U3-
3a Te6si, a Mynpbii 3y6 He Aypak, OH OTJHYHO 3HaeT O
Bo3MoXKHocTsX 3enenbix Pybawek. Ecan Ckana He BbIKy-
HSIT B TeYeHHe OBYX CYTOK, OH 6yAeT Ka3HeH 6e3 cyna H
caeACTBHSI. A Thl Beflb 3Haelllb, YTO Mbl — BCe ellle BapBa-
pbl. Ecan Ckan 6ynet kasHen, Mynpeiit 3y6 HauHeT XBa-
TaTbh BCEX MOAPSA H Ka3HHTb, Ka3HHTb, Ka3HHTb. DTOMY He
6yneT HHKaKOro KoHua. A y Hac... y Hac He 6ynet BhiGopa.
Mbl Bce foJKHBI 6yfeM MONTH W chaTbes...

JkeK B3NOXHYJ M TIPUKHHYJ: KaKHe Y Hero ecTb
BapHaHTHI? B cyuiHocTH 6Ge3 GpOHeKOCTIOMa OH MOYTH
HHYero He Mor cjeJjiaTh.

— Xopouwo, — cKasajl OH HaKoHel. — ¥ Hac ecTh
e[lHHCTBEHHAs BO3MOXHOCTb. {1 molfy M ciAy B TIOpbMY
Bmecrto Ckana.

— Hert, uto Thl! — ¢ y>kacom axHysna TyMaH-Haa-BoaoO#.

— Ecan Mbl nonpo6yem BbipBaTh Ckana cHiioil, 9To
NpHBeleT K BOeHHOMY KOH(MJHKTY A pasBe Bbl XOTHTE
BOeBaTb TakK )e, KaK BOeBaJiH BCero HeCKOJIbKO JleT Hasap?
Koneuno, HeT. Myapbiit 3y6 >KejlaeT NMONYYHTb NOBCTaH-
4yecKHx BoxkakoB? Xopowo. OH MOJYyYHT ORHOrO M3 HHX.
OH yMpeT OT cyacTbsl, 3aMoJly4yHB B PYKH HHONJIaHeTSAHH-
Ha. 5l myMalo, YTO Kakoe-TO BpeMsi OH GyfleT pafoBaThCs H
GeagelicTBOBaTh. 3a 3TO BpeMsl Bhl KaK MOXHO Hajbliie
ynpsiyete Ckana. $1 Hapmeloch, 4YTO 3TO Bbl cyMeeTe cje-
Jate? Beab y Bac ecTb Kakas-To MOANOJbHAas OpraHu3aa-
uua’?

— Ha, — xuBHyJa ronoBoli TyMaH-Haj-BoOoM, — y Hac
ecTb opraHusauus «ConpoTHsjienHe ¢HiLepoBs.

— BoT u npekpacHo, Bellb, YeCTHO TOBOpS, APYrHX
BapHaHTOB Bce PaBHO HeT, — ycTajo ckasan J[xex.
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Cray6 neonoGpHTeNbHO MOKayas roJioBoi:

— [Mocaywaf, Thl CAHLIKOM CHJIBHO pHCKyellb!
JxeKx MaxHyJ pyKoii:

= JlagHo. B KoHLe-TO KOHUOB, 4YTO f1 MOTY elle cesaTh?

* % Kk
ViMnepaTopckuit nBopel, 6L APOCTO BeJIHKOJEMNEH.
Huxorna no atoro BuinyxaehHoro myTeiectsus Jixkek He
6bls1 B cTosHue ¢uuwepoB — CBomGepre. TyMaH-Hafn-BomoH
OCTOPOXXHO BeJsla raHccep Hag ropoiaoM. CkBo3b ob6saka
BHAHEJHCH YJHLUBI H MJIOLAAH 3eJleHOro roposa, PaCKHHYB-
ulerocsi Hag CHHHM osepoM. Touanbl ¢ulepoB GecrneyHo
Warajqd MO CBOHM JleflaM, M HHKTO H3 HHX HAaxe He
nocMOTpesl BBepX Ha MajleHbKHI IOpKHH riHccep.

— Te6e HpaBHTCH Hawa cTosNHLA? — cnpocHsaa TymaH-
Han-Bonoi. Iloxoxke, ee coBceM He HHTepecoBa/no, Kak
BoirasiAMT CBoMOGepr psifoM ¢ APYFHMM HWHOMJIaHeTHBIMH
ropogamu. OHa Gblsla yBepeHa B TOM, YTO HHYEro paBHOro
Mo KpacoTe NMPOCTO HE MOXeT CYLIeCTBOBaTb Ha CBeTe.

Cnnccep netes BAONL peKH. BHH3Y MesbKaiaH MalleHb-
KHe NOMHKH Ha cBasx. CjieBa MeJbKHYJ XOJM C Teppaca-
mu. TIpsiMO 3a IIHM HayHHa/CcA ropHbill XpebeT, ynHpalo-
WHACA CHeXXHbLIMH BeplIHHaMH B obJakKa.

OrpoMHbIii ABOpeL, H3 3esleHOro MpaMopa pasmeluasncs
Ha BepxHeH Teppace. Bokpyr Hero OblIH pacnoJioXKeHb
orpoMHble 6acceiinbl ¢ ¢outanamu. [loxanyil, pesuaenuus
Tpuangckoro TpoHa He Morsa aaXke CpPaBHHTBCSE C 3TOH
&KeMuyXHHOH MHcTBanbga. B usetymux sapocasx nopxa-
JIH OTPOMHbIE CKa30UHble NTHLbI C pa3HOLBETHBIMH XBOCTa-
md. Korma ramccep cranm onyckaTbCsl, OHH 3aKpHYald H
3axJionajH KpbibsiMH. O6/1aKo HaceKOMBIX KaK-TO CTPaHHO
3aCTbIO B BO3/lyXe, C/IOBHO Obl He pellasch NPHOAU3HTLCA
K 3TOMY CKa30yHOMY BeJHKoJenui. Korna oHu noaserenu
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6amxe, JKeK pasrises, 4To BCC OrpoMHOe MPOCTPaHCTBO
NBOPLOBOTO KOMIJIEKCa OblIO HaKpLITO Npo3pauHoil ue-
wyiyaTor ceTkoil. OxpaHHHK — (HlIep pelKOro YyepHoro
uBeTa — BCTPETHJ FVIHCCep M CKa3asl HM NOCTaBHTb Mall-
HYy noJ Hasec.

TyMaH-HaA-BoJOH CrphIrliyJia Ha 3eMJII0 H KPHKHyJa:

— Ilepemait Myapomy 3y6y, uto s 3gech. On yxe
JIaBHO OXHJaeT MeHS.

IToToM ManeHbKas ¢ulepKka orasHydach Ha JDKeka, u
KaK-TO MPOCHTeJIbHO MOCMOTpeJia eMy B rjasa:

= CnacH60, — cKkasafa OHa M H3BHHSIOLlE LIeBebHYyNa
xBocToM. Ka)keTcs, BNIOTh 0 3TOro MOMeHTa OHa McKaJsa
ApYro#t BBIXOA.

HITopM KHBHY.JI:

— He 3a yto. Thl xe 3Haelub, 4TO 51 BCceraa paj noMoub
BaM.

Ha necTHnLle NOSIBUJIOCH ellle HECKOJIbKO OXPaHHHKOB.
TymaH-Haa-BoaoH H JXKeK NoAHANHCh K CHSIOLIHM ManaxH-
ToBbIM ABepsaM. OXpaHHHKH cllefoBajly 3a HHMH. Y BXoaa
BO NBOpell, B HHlle H3 3eJeHOro mpamopa, cumen Cxan.
KaxkeTcs, ero Kak cjefyeT NMo6GHJAH: OH TO H JeJO MPHXKH-
MaJ Jlany K pe6paM M TSXKEJO CO CBHCTOM AbILUAJ.

[MneHHHK HaXMypHJICA M BHHMaTesJbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha
Jxexa:

— Bot Tak, noporo#i Apyr, — ckasan oH. — IToayvaert-
Cfl, UTO TBl — MOW BBIKYII.

J>)keK pasBesl pyKaMH:

— Ot0 Bce, uTO s MoOry ceiiyac caenatb Ajs Te6H,
CkaJ.

CkaJl moTep J1anKo# YepHbIil GlecTAWMI HocC:

— Ho npexne, yeM Th y#Hpgews, s mnepefaM TeGe
cooblleHHe, KOTopoe MOJYYHJ MO MeXMJIaHeTHOH CBS3H.
Benb oHo 6bio asnst Te6s!

200



— Has Mensi? — pactepsiHHo nepecnpocHa IDkexk.

— Ha. Ero nocnana dau6ep. OHa cKasana: nepenai
JDxexy, uTo (paiini ¢ ero namaTbio o6HapyxeHbl. IlycTb
Bo3BpalllaeTcs.

Jxkek 6bin notpsiceH. Heyxenn xe daubep ynasochb
HaliTH ero npoiuoe?,

Ckan 061H3an pa36HThie ryGbl H OCTOPOXKHO CMPOCHJ:

— OrtBer 6ynet?

— Her. IToka HeT. — Jxek mokauas rojosoi. — Huuero
He Goiicss. Myapbiii 3y6 He cMo)XeT MeHSl ynepKaTb. Thl
BblGepellbcst 0TClofa B Ge30macHoe MecTo, H st HauHy AeH-
CTBOBaTb, a NOTOM... TIOTOM §I CMOTY OTBETHTb CaM.

OxpaHHHKH yxe o6cTynHan Jkeka. TymaH-Hag-Bogo#
1 Ckan 6ecnpensiTcTBEHHO NPOLUJH CKBO3b CTPOil H Hanpa-
BHJIMCb K TaHcCepy.

JI>)kek o6paTHJICS Bce K TOMY e JdepHOMY GnecTsilue-
My dHuiepy:

— ¢ napeloch, YTO HMMepaToOp yXe XKAET MeHs?

Puiep onycTua Mopay u mosea Ikeka 3a coGoii.

Bo nBopue 6blJI0 MPOXJIafHO H CyMpayHo, KaK B Jecy.
IToBclony BuAHesNHChb HepeBbsi H LBeTH, CAeJaHHble H3
He¢ppHTa. IToTONIOK HaA rosoBoH GBI YBHT Pe3HBIMH JIHC-
TbSIMH, YEM-TO HaNoOMHHAIOWHMH BHHOTPAAHYIO JIO3Y.

B KoHLle orpoMHoOro 3ajia Ha TpOHe Boccejas HMMepa-
Top ¢uwepos — Mynpuiii 3y6.

— Xopouio! Xopowo! § oueHb pap! — 3akpHuan oH. —
S1 Hapeloch, uTo GenHoMy CKany paccKasalH O TOM, KaKoji
GoraTblii BBIKYN MOJYYHJ Sl 32 Hero?

~ Bbl oXupgaiaH ele KOro-HH6yab? — ¢ HHTepecom
cnpocun Jxex.

— Hert. Ecau toabko Bbl — JDkek LlTopm. KoneuHo,
CkaJl coBceM He AyMaJ o TaKoM mnoBopoTe co6uTHii. Cko-
pee Bcero, OH pelliHJi, YTO CTapeHLUHHBI CAENAIOT H3 Hero
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BeJHKOMyueHHKa. MlHorna MHe faxe Ka3ajiochb, YTO eMy
3TO HpaBHTcA. A Tenepb M eMy, H BceMy (pHlUepcKOMY
CONpOTHBIIEHHIO HAaflo YAHPaTh B Fy6b JIECOB H 3a/H3bi-
BaTb CBOH paHbl.

IlpaBuTesns MucTBanbia coBceM He moHpaBuJics IDxe-
Ky. OTo Gbll OIpPOMHBIH pa3)KHpeBIUHH ¢(Hllep pbIXKEro
useTta. KaxkeTcst, oH moragajicsi o TOM, Kakoe BlieyaT/ieHHe
npoHsBeJs Ha cBoero roctsi. OH OCKaJIHJICSl H pe3Ko cnpo-
CHJI:

— Mocaywait, Jxxek LlItopM, TEl NoHHMaews, uTo 6asa
OJKHA GbITh CPOYHO JIMKBHAHWPOBaHa?

JI>keK mocMOTpeJs Ha yachl:

— Hacxkonbko 51 3Halo, ceifyac oHa JO/XKHa ObITb yxKe
3BaKyHpoBaHa. Bce o6GopynoBaHHe, ocTaBlieecsi Ha 6ase,
6yaeT yHHUTOXeHO. Tak uTo BaM He JOCTaHeTCS HHYero.

Mynpniit 3y6 6bia1 B sipocTH. OH 1Le/IKHYJI XBOCTOM H
NpOCKpeXxeTast:

— Tul Gosblze He HyxeH MHe, [Diek LItopm. — IToTom
OH MOBepHYyJCS K OXpaHe H psIBKHYJI: — Baatb ero!

3a TpoHOM pasfalncsi Kakoi-To wopox, u BApyr Ixkek
ycJbllad rpoMKHH rojsioc danbep:

— Hxexk! Ixek! Beru!

Ot HeoxupaHHocTH JIXKeK 3acTblj, KaK BKOMaHHBIN.
H3-3a 3aHaBeCKH BBLICKOYHJIH [Ba OrpOMHBLIX phILlaps B
6pOHEKOCTIOMaxX H CXBaTHJH ero. J[)Kek nonbiTajcsi Bblp-
BaThcsi. Het. XBaTka MeTasiMyecKHX nepyaTok 6blia Kper-
Koii. COMpOTHBNATECA He HMeJO CMBICAA.

3aHaBec 3a TPOHOM C IIYMOM OTbeXajl B CTOPOHY, H
LItopm yBuaesn danbep, Banacrepa u [Nenuca. mneparop
Tpuaackoro TpoHa Gbla ofleT B MapajHble NMyprypHO-30J10-
Tele ofiexabl. Banactep, kak 06LI4YHO, MOEXKHBAJCH B CBOeil
yepHoii po6e. Danbep... daubep BhITIsALeNA AOBOJILHO-TaKH
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CTpaHHO. ByJbrapioe cHHee MJaThe C INYOOKHM AeKosbTe
njoTHo o6Tarusano Geapa. HeT, HacKosbKo Mor NOHATH
JI>kex, caMa mo cBoeil BoJle OHa HUKOTAA He BhIGpaja Obl
a5 ce6a Takoro Hapsiga. M Bce-TakH oHa 6blla KpacHBa
naxe cemuac.

Bopyr Dau6ep KpHKHYJIa, BLIpBaja PYKy H3 OTPOMHBIX
nanuul Banactepa, BoixBaTHJIa H3 TY(JIH HOX H NPHCTaBH-
Ja K ropjay MuHHcTpa. Ilemnc cxBaTHics 3a rojioBy M
KPHKHY.JI:

— Croit!

BaJsiacTep yBepHyJicsi, cXBaTHJ Danbep M CKPYTHJ eil
pyku. [lBa pniuapsi B 6poHekocTioMax moBanuau Iltopma
Ha noJ. Banactep Beipyrajics M 3a6pan y daubep HOX.

Ilenuc npespuTeJbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha HMMNepaTopa
MiucTBanbaa ¥ CKOMaHAOBaJ:

— A Tenepb — NOKHHbTe Hac Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl.

Mynpbiit 3y6 MOKOCHJICSA Ha Hero ¢ sIBHOH HeHaBHCThIO
W cJe3 ¢ TpoOHa.

[Menuc nomo6pan cBoH nypnypHblie ofessHHSI H B3rpo-
MO3[IHJICSl Ha MaJlaXHTOBbIH TPOH YYXKOH MJIaHeThl:

~ BoT Tenepb Th Moii! — ckasan oH Mxeky. — U
Tenepb 1 CMOTr'y cjlelaTh ¢ ToGOH Bce, YTO 3axouy.

— Hy rak pena#t, — ycmexnynacs Ixek. OH nexan,
YTKHYBUIHCb JIHLOM B MpaMoOpHuIH mnoa. JIpa pbluaps B
6GpoHefOCNexaxX CHAEJH y Hero Ha cnuHe. — Jenafi, nenaii.
Beab Tbl npHexan clofga cneuHanabHo aans storo! Ho npexnae
yeM Thl Clleslaelllb CO MHOM TO, YTO 3afyMaJj, s Xouy
npenynpenuTh Tebs koe o yueM. Mbl npuBe3snu ¢ Kinakryra
JI060NbITHble JOKYMEHTHl. ¥ Hac UMelOTCs CTONpPOLEHTHbIe
JI0Ka3aTeJbCTBa TOrO, YTO Thl BCTYNaJl B CTOBOP C TPaKaMH
He OAHMH, a lUeJbIX ABa pasa.

[lenuc OMKHYJN M MaxHYJ pyKoH:
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— Ilocnymwaii, Mxxek LlTopM, ecan Thl mooGelaellb
MHe, 4YTO Thl Gyfelub ce6si XOPOLIO BecTH, fl MPHKaXKy HM
MOAHATL Teb6s C moJa.

JXKeK noBepHYJ roJioBy H TBEpPAO MOCMOTpeJ Ha HM-
nepartopa:

— He Hapefica, Ilenuc. Te6Ge npuaetcss yO6HTb Menst
3necb. $1 coBceM He »ejalo, YTO6bl Thl AesaJl H3 MeHS
KaKo#-To MpUMep ANA HasuaaHus. S — nJjoxoe HarasgHoe
noco6ue AJsi BOCMHTaTeJbHOH paGoOThHi.

— H sTo Bce, uTO ThHl MOXellb MHe noo6ewartb? —
youBieHHO nepecnpocua [lennc u pobasua: — S aymaio,
yto Te6e CTOMT BHICAYLIaTh MeHS.

daubep BcxAMMHysa, nopowJia K JXkeky W momoria
eMy BCTaTb ¢ noJsa. J»KeK OTKHHYJ BoJiockl €O 16a, OGHSN
dnn6ep M CHOKOHHO NMOCMOTPeJ Ha HMMepaTtopa:

—To. uamennux, Ilenuc, u Ha smom pas y MeHA
ecmy amomy Ookasamessbcmsa..:



BBI3OB NPVWHMAT






mPoAOT

Kocmuuecknit Kopabsb, OTAaHHBIE BO BJAacTb aTMOC-
(epHbLIM TEUEHHSIM W CHJIe NPHTSXKEHHS, YeM-TO HarloMH-
HaJ pbi6aublo JOAKY, CMJIeTEHHYIO U3 HBHSIKA H OGTAHYTYIO
Gpe3seHToM. HeMosiono#i yesoBeK CTOsI1 y OFPOMHOrO MJ-
JIIOMHHaTOpa ¥ Ha6Jiofan 32 MPONJLIBAIOWMMH MHMO Hero
o6nakamH. OH MbITajcs pacCMOTPeThb MJaHETY, MOHOJHT-
HOMH rybI6oH o603HayeHHYI0 BiK3y. O6naka UM CJIOSIMH,
110 yepe3 MpoCBeThl B HHX BCe-TaKH MOXXHO GblJIO pasJjiH-
YHTb OMaJieHHble KOHTHHEHTH. [oNy6H3Ha OKeaHa U CBeTs-
11asicst Macca paspeKeHHbIX 06JIaKOB CKphIBaJH GOJbLIYIO
4YacTb MOBEPXHOCTH, HO MOJIOCKH 3eJIeHOro ¥ KOPHYHEBOro
BCe JKe MeJbKaaH To TyT, To TaM. IIpeaBapHTesbHBIe
cooO6lIeHHs, NOCTyNaBlHe ¢ OpPGHTaJbHLIX CTaHLMI, Bce-
JISJIM HafleX<Ay: Ha MJaHeTe ellle COXPAHHIIHCh YHCTasl BOAA
M TpaBa, a TaKXe Koe-KaKHe KyCTapHHKH. Buinn 3mech H
noJsiesHvle Hckonaemble. OgHH AOPOrocTORIHH HOPUHMT
MOXXeT NnoMoyb BOCKpecHTb KapoH M3 HeGLITHS

— YTo ke — onATb — BOCKpewleHue u3 mepmenvlx?
Tosbko Ha 3TOT pa3 peub HAET YXXe O MJaHeTe... — MOAY-
MaJl yeJIOBEeK H YJBIGHYJCS. YcTanas ynabi6ka oCBeTHJa
JUUO W3HYTPH, pacnpsiMHia TAXKeJble CKJAfKH MOPIUHH,
TEHbIO PYMSIHLA CKOJIb3HYJa 10 06BEeTPEeHHLIM LIeKaM.

CoG6hITHSI MOC/IeAHHX JIeT o4eHb COCTapHJIH ero, cMep-
TeJIbHOM YCTaJIOCTBIO COTHYJNH KOTAA-TO KpenKHe MJeyH
Ha HeMm 6bls1 paGounii waxTepcKHH KOMGHHE30H ¢ MHOXe-
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CTBOM KapMaHOB /151 HHCTPYMEHTOB, a NoBepX KoMOGHHe30-
la — TeMHo-rosy6o# nJaaut ¢ 3M6iaemoit yokepoB. Orpowm-
HblH CTAaPUHHBINA KpecT Ha rPyAH NMOAHMMAJCS H onycKaJjcs
B TaKT ero AwnlXaHHio. CoGLITHA MOCJEAHHUX JIET COCTapHJH
cro ToJsbko rsiasa ocTaBaJUCh BCe TEMH Xe — 60APbIMH
H XKHBbIMH  OKHa B Aylly, COXpPaHHBLUYIO XKap yBepeHHO-
CTH H y6eXAeHHOCTH.

— Ilxxek 6yneT 3THM ropauTbes. OH BepHys njaHeTy
K XH3HH! — rpoMKo ckasan Csatoit Kanun u oTtopsan
B3TJSA OT HAIoMHHaTopa. Oaun Bor 3naeT, KakKuX yCHJIHH
BCceM MM cTOMJa HcTOopHa ¢ Kaponom. Ho Tenepn paGothi
Nno BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHIO MJaHeThl yXXe Hauanauch. Ero Cesiteit-
LIeCTBO B3AOXHYJ H ONATb MPHHHK K HJUIIOMHHATOPY.

Ha ¢one crosiuero psiaom ¢ HHM GpoHeKocTiOMa, CBep-
Kaloulero B Jyuax coJiHeuyHoro cBeta, CesToli KanauH Bbir-
Jsifiesl TOYTH KapJHKOM.

— Hawm cnepoBano 61 3axBaTuTh JlXkeka ¢ coboit, —
CKasajii JOCMexXH BeJMKOJeNHbIM rpoXoyywuM GacoM.

~DToT GPOHEKOCTIOM He Obl MYCT BHYTPH, XOTS HH
yeJsloBeKa, HH po6oTa B HeM OGHapY>XWUTb He ynajoch Gbl.
Manenbkas, XHuBasi, MyJbCHpYIOLlasi HHOMJIAHETHAA NJIOTb
pocna BHYTpH OpoHeckadanapa, KakK LbIMJIEHOK BHYTPHU
CBOeH Xpynkoi ckopaynel. «Boyru» — Tak HasbiBan 3TO
cywecTtBo JDXek.

— Ceiiuyac J>xek oueHb 3aHsiT. OH npuneTHT 11a KapoH,
HO UyTb-uyTb MOMO3Xe, — TepNeyHBO cKa3an yokep. OH He
cTa; yray6aaThcs B AeTaaH npoucxoasuero. [TonutHuec-
KHe HHTPHTH BIIOJIHe MOIJIM 3a/lepX<aTh CITaceHHe YeJsioBe-
yecTBa, HO Ka/nun yxe gaBHO cMHpHicA ¢ 3THM. A BoOT
Boyru cMmupeHHe, KaK BHOHO, NOKa OblO HeNOCTYMHO:

— Bce paBHO, BaM Hafo Gbu1o B3sTb JxeKa ¢ coboii! —
KaK MaJIeHbKHH KanpH3HbIH peGeHOK, CKa3asl MeTaJulHuec-
KHit BesiiKaH. Ero kynak 6e3 oco6oro Tpyaa Mor 6bl CMATb
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B Jleneluky Jio6oro yesoBeka, Ho CBAToii KasHH naxe He
JporuyJ, Korga pyka Boyru siersa emy Ha njedo. Pokouy-
IWKHH roJioc cTaJ THIIEe H 3aApoXKaj:

— Tak... — ckasaa Boyru, — Ka)keTcsl, Ha FOpPH3OHTe
NOSIBUJIHCbL MEXXMJIaHeTHble KOpaGJH...

Jatunku, BcTpoeHHble B GpoHecKadaHap, OblIM Ha-
MHOro 4YyBCTBHTeJIbHee yesoBeyeckHX ria3. Korma Kaaun
MOHSJ 3TO, OH YyTb He 3aJOXHYJcs OoT BoJdHeHHsA. [IpaBas
pyKa Kak-To cama co6Goil CKoJb3HYJa MO liee BHH3 H
HaulynaJja Kpecr.

— CnaBa Te6e, Boxe Moii! — cuHHMH ry6amu npoiuen-
tan KaauH. — Tel HagoyMus MeHs, U 1 oKasaJcsl npab!

KpecT, Kpenko cxaTeli B KyJnake, pe3aHy/ JaAOHb.

Ceatoit KanuH coBceM He 6Ll AMMIOMAaTOM, H eCJH
riy60Kyl0 yesoBeYeCcKylo Bepy MO3BOJIHTENbHO OblI0 Obl
Ha3BaTb npodeccHeil, on oKasajcs Obl KopHdeem 3TOro
peMecJsa. KaxeTcsi, HMEGHHO Bepa TOJKHYJIa €ro H B 3Ty
onacHyio nepegexy: Ero CssiTeiiliecTBo TBepio BepHJ B
TO, YTO Yy uejioBedecTBa HET HHKAaKHX NpaB Ha BOHHY ¢
cyllecTBaMH, KOTOPbIX OHO HHKOrAa He Bupgejo. K Tomy.
>Ke, ero Bo3pacT [03BOJIAJI eMy NpeKpacHO MOHHMATh, Yero
)KeJlaeT OT Te6s TOT, KTO NnepexoaHT Tebe HZOpory.

He6eca passepsnnch. C BoeM M rpoxoToM ¢uoT arT-
(apenoB Bowesn B atMocdepy KapoHa.

Mx kopabab, Kak yT/iad IvieTeHas pbl6aubsl JoAKa,
pacKkayHBaJICsl Ha BOJIHaX 06/1aKOB, OCBeluaeMbli MpOXKeK-
TOPOM KocMMYecKoro ¢perara.



FNABA 1

3BYK OT COMPHKOCHOBEHHSA C MOBEPXHOCTbIO MJaHeThl
npo6exan APOXbIO MO BCeil MOBEPXHOCTH Kopabas. DTOT
3BYK HanoMMHaJ HabaTHBI 3BYK KOJIOKOJa, BO3BellaloLle-
ro 0 KOHle NnyTellecTBHA M 0 NpHOLITHH. Tlocsie HecKob-
KHX HeZlesib ToJleTa B BaKyyMe LIYM, THICAUEroJoChiM 3XOM
MHOXaluHCcA B BO3fyXe, Ka3aJcs OTJyLIHTEAbHBIM CI0BOM
JKH3HH.

YcTpoiicTBa A5 NMoAayH MCKYCCTBEHHOro BO3AyXa
OTKJiouajHuch OfiHO 3a ApyruM. B ywax y Illtopma 3asBe-
HeJIO H3-3a pe3Koro nepenajga AaBJieHHS, H OH OTKHHYJCA
Ha MSATKYIO CMIHHKY nacca)kupckoro Kpecsa. Jxek obecrio-
KOEHHO B3rasiHyJa Ha dnubep. Ee kawitaHoBbie BOJIOCHI,
pacceimaHHble N0 NJledyaM, MellalH BHIEeTb Bbipa)KeHHe ee
Juua.

— Cefiyac Haw MajleHbKHH HMNepaTop MoKaXeT HaM
BCe, Ha UTO OH cnocobeH! — cyfst Mo roJjiocy, 3BeHsLEMY
HOTKaMH TOpe4YH M YCTaJIOCTH, MOJIOAAs >KeHlHHa O6blya
oyeHb B3BoJIHOBaHa. OHa CKOJIb3HYJ/a B3rVISIAOM MO CTEHaM
KaloThl ¥ noBepHysack K JXxeky. — {1 nymaio, uto Thl yxe
JIOCTaTOYHO XOpOWO H3yuHs ero. OH WNHOHHT 3a Hamu. K
TOMY e — Mbl [0 CHX MOp ero MJeHHHKH.

— BoamoxHo. — JD)Kek pasfipakeHHO MNo)kaja nJjeya-
MH. — Ho s cpenan nns Hero Bce, 4YTO Mor caejath, a
MOXKeT ObiTh, faxke H 6oJblue.
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daunbep nosepHynach K skpaHaM HabmioaeHus. Koraa
ee roJioBa KocHyjaacb ero nJjeua, LtopmM nouyBcTBOBast
BOJIHY PafOCTHOro BO36Y>XAEHHs H YJbIOHYJCS.

JBepb B KaloTy OTAbIXa CO CJAGbIM CBHCTOM OTKpbI-
Jacbh, W Ha rMopore TnosiBUJACS HMnepatop. ManeHbKHit
JKHJHCTHIH 4YeJioBeyeK ¢ 6esloif KoXel H HeBepPOATHHIM
KOJIHYECTBOM BeCHYLIeK Ha HOCY BHHMaTeJIbHO NOCMOTpes
Ha uux. Ero spko-pei>kHe BoJIOCHl, Kak Bceraa, pa3BeBa-
JIHCb Haj roJIOBOM, a 3eJieHble KOLIaybH rya3a 6ecrnoKoifHo
Gerajd Nno CTOpPOHaM.

— Komangup LTopm! — ckasan HMIepaTop HH3KHM
BOJIEBLIM FOJIOCOM, COBCEM He MOAXOAMBIIHM K €ro MajeHb-
KOMYy M HeMoluHoMmy "Teay. — Ilockosbky Bac ele He

JIMWHIK OpHUHANBHO 3BaHUS KOMaHAHpa phiuapei JJoMu-
HHOHa, fl MpejJsaralo BaM BCTaTh H OTAATb YeCTb CBOeMY
MMIepaTopy.

Ixek ITopM ycMexHyJcsl, 3aTeM — HapO4YHTO Mef-
JIeHHO BcTas M othan cajiot [lenucy. OHH BHHUMaTeJbHO
MOCMOTpeJH APYr APYry B Iyia3a. MiMnepaTop He BbyiepKan
MepBbIM: OH CMOPLIHJI HOC H OTBepHYJICS B CTOPOHY, Mhl-
Tasich M36eXXaTh OTKPHITOrO B3T/sSAA G/1eHO-TOIyGLX /133
cBoero nopAaHHoro. Yrosaku pra M>keka lltopMa Hacmelu-
JIHBO APOTHYJIH.

— fl mocJsian 3a MOYETHHIM ICKOPTOM, — cKasas [lennc
H CMaxHyJ NBUIHHKY C 30JI0THCTO-KPacHOro [OXOAHOro
IKeMmepa.

— CTOHMT JIM TaK MO-IeTCKH Hrpath B cJ0Ba? 3a 3CKOp-
TOM HJIM 32 OXpaHOH? — BbI3blBalolle crpocHaa daubep.

JInuo Ilenuca BCnbiXHYJ/IO OTHEHHBIM pPYMsIHLIEM THeBa.
OH cyHys pyKy B KapMaH H HafMeHHO CIPOCHJI:

— A Kakasi, co6¢TBeHHO roBopsi, pasHHUa? Bel corsa-
‘CHJIMCh BepHYTbcl Ha MaJibTeH, a 3TO — MOH BJIafieHHs,
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daubep cxana ry6ol ¥ npomonyana. XoTs oHa BnoJ-
He Morsa 6bl HaMmOMHHUTL HMNepaTopy, UTo MaJbTeH, a
BepHee — MaJibTeHCKHe TPYLLOoG6bl, 6HJH H ee BiafleHHeM
Toxe. Koraa-to oHa xHaa B HHX, nepe6HBasch ¢ xJeba
Ha BOAY M .CTapasicb He yMepeTb. A TNOTOM MNOSIBHJCSH
Jxex...

— Ho — Tosibko 6e3 TpakoB, — 6bicTpo cka3an Lltopm
M NMPHABHHYJICS NOGIMMXKe K CBOeil CHyTHHLE.

ITyHuoBBIH pyMsiHel, MTHOBEHHO colues co ek [lenu-
ca, THEB CMEHHJIC BbIMyYeHHOH JpoKauleH YCMeLUKOH:

— DTo XeJlaHHe MHe MOHATHO, — cKa3as oH. — { elue
He 3a6bl1 TOro 60JIe3HEHHOro CTpaxa, KOTOPbiH 3acTaBHJ
Bac GexxaTb ¢ muiaHeTbl. UTo Gbl TYT HH NMPOHCXOAHJO, a 1
He XeJalo, 4To6bl H3-3a BallieH NpUXOTH pa3sBanHJcs Colos,
KOTOpbIfi MHe y[faJlocb BO3POAMTb C TaKHM Tpyaom!

— Coi03? M 270 Bbl HasbiBaeTe colozoM? Ha Bawy
TEPPHTOPHIO NPOHHKIH Bparu, a NOTOM 3aKOHOAATENbHLIM
NyTeM NOKOPHJH Bac, HO Bbl CJIHIUKOM CJIeMbl, YTOGb
yBHAETb XOTb 4TO0-To, — pyku LlTopMa Hanpsriuch H
cXaJjich B KyJakd. — XoTeJ Gbl 1 3HaTb, KaK HM yaaJochb
BTAIHYTb Bac-B 370!

"— EcTb Beld, 0 KOTOPbIX BaM HHUEro HeM3BECTHO, —
HaJlMEHHO CKasaJl HMnepaTop.

— Tak noyeMy e Bbl He BO3bMeTe Ha cebsl Tpyn
Pa3bACHHTb MHe, B YeM feJsio? B ueM cyTb Bauux mjaHoB?

Ilenuc pasgpaxkeHHO Haaysa ry6bl, BHIHYJI. PYKY H3
KapMaHa M YAapHJ KyJlaKkoM O CTeHY, NOTOM — fofolien K
NyJbTy CBfI3H W CKOMaHAOBaJ:

— CHHMHTe 3alMTHBIE 3KPaHbl C HJJIIOMHHaTOpOB!

3alMTHBIE 3KPaH Ha WJIIOMHHATOpE Hauyal MONHH-
MaTbCsl, H TEMHYIO KalOTY 3aJIH] APKHH CBeT MaJIbTeHCKOro
cosHua. Ilemyc TKHYJ naJjiblieM B cHsloLllee NPOCTPaHCTBO
Ha NpOTHBOIMOJIOXKHOI CTOPOHEe KOCMHYecKoro nopta. Jlxek
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MOBEPHYJ FOJIOBY H NMOCMOTpeJ TyAa, KyAa yKasblBajg HM-
nepatop. Ero raasa cysmuimce.

— 310 yokepbl.. OHH ycJabllIaJH O NPHOGLITHH MOEro
JIHYHOTO Kopa6J/isl ¥ NMPHLIJIH NOCMOTPeThb, He NpHBe3 JH f
Hasapg Hux ropsuyo Jwo6umoro Kanuua, — rosoc [lenuca
IpOrHyJl oT ropeyd. — OHH — MATeXHHKH.

Jxek. BoinpsaMuica. OxpaHa HMnepaTopa, cocToslUast
M3 TPaKOB M phillapeil B GPOHEKOCTIOMaX, ejie CiepXKHBaa
Hanop yoKepckKoii Tosnbl. STo 3peJuule Bbi3Bano y LlTop-
Ma oluylleHHe KaKoiH-To 6ecKOHeyHoil HololeHd 60JIH.

— A ouu 3HaoT, uto Csartoro Kanuna Her Ha
Kopabyie? — pacTepsiHHO CNPOCHJ OH.

— [Ha, nma, uept noGepu, na! OHu ycmenu ysHaTb 06
3TOM ellle TOrAa, Koraa Mbl 6uiH B nyTH. KoHeuHo, nome-
waTh 3TOMY c6poay s He MOT, HO BCe-TaKH fl Hafiessics Ha
Jaydwee! — pMnepatop nojouien MoGJHXKe K OKHY. — 3To
W eCTb TO HacJIeACTBO, — NPOH3HEC OH HerpoMkKo, — KOTO-
poe noKeslaJl MHe OCTaBHTb YNpPSIMBIA CTapHK.

B Mmsarkux kapux rsasax Kannwsa JDkeky npHXoausioch
BHIETb H HerofloBaHHe, H rHeB, HO 3TO COBCeM He OblJIO CyThIO
cBsitleHHHKa. Ero CesiTeliecTBo, Kak JHAep PeJHIHO3HOI
OGLIMHBI, HUKOT[a He >KeJlajl BOMHbI, a TeM 6oJiee — BOMHBI
peaurnosHoil. Ckopee, neso 0o6CTOSIO HAaoGOPOT: YOKepbl
nipHo6pesii H3BeCTHOCTb Garofapsl uecmuocmu ¥ cnpased-
Augocmu, KOTOpble HCTOBefoBaslo Bce ABHxeHHe. Jla M Ha
HOBBIX TJIaHeTaX, TaK ObICTPO M JIerKO OCBaHBaeMbIX HMH,
HCKaJIH OHH He MaTepHa/bHble 6sara, a ciaep ['ocnopga cBoero
Hucyca Xprcra — Beib OH BroJIHE MOT 6bl MOCETHTD JI060#
H3 HaceJIeHHBbIX JIIOAbLMH MHpPOB. MIX pesurus 6b1a Takoi xe
TepnuMOii, Kak U Bce ApYyrHe, KoTopbie 3Hai JDkek. A atoT
(panatu3M... llITopm elle pa3 nocMotpen B okHo... Her, aToT
({aHaTH3M He MOXOAMJ HH Ha 4TO, O YeM MOr Koraa-HHGYAb
Meutath CasToil Kanuu.
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JI>xeK noyyBCcTBOBaJ, YTO cciiuac AOJKEH YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh, H NOBEPHYJICA K HMMepaTopy, HO TOT.KaK-TO CTPaHHO
H 6e3yyacTHO cMoTpes nepel Co6Oii.

— B o6uiem, Bbl MOXKeTe HasblBaTb MOHX H06JeCTHBIX
philapeil MoyeTHbIM 3CKOpPTOM, oxpaHod H Bor 3Haer kak
Boo6Ule, HO BBIHTH M3 Kopabss 6e3 HX NMOMOLUH Mbl He
cmoxkeM. Uepes 3Ty Tosnmy Ham He npo6utbes. — Ilenuc
OTBEPHYJICA OT OKHa W J06GaBHJI XPHMJILIM Hanpsi>KeHHbIM
ronocoM: — Tenepb Thl He TONbKO NMpeAcTaHelub Mepen
BEepXOBHbLIM CYAOM MW OTOGylellib CPOK 3a COBEpIUEHHYIO
u3Meny, Tbl OTBEeTHLIb MHe M 3a Te ybuildcmea, KoTopbie
NPOH30HAYT 3MeCh.

HUmnepartop dripkHys, eule pas nmocMoTpea Ha lxeka
H ‘BbILUEJ.

dunbep NoAHANA FOJIOBY M NOA0MK AN, NOKa wwiard Ero
BesHuecTBa He CTHXHYT B KOpPHAOpE, a NOTOM BHSMITHO,
NIOYTH NO cJioraM, NMpoH3Hecsa:

— Ovy-yeHb NPHUAT-HBIH B OGLIEHHH yeso-Bek!

JI>KeK XMbIKHYJI, pa3xal KyJlakH H OCTOPOXXHO npoBsed
nanpueM no 6apxaTHCTOH Koxe DinGep.

— Mbl HeroXasi mapa, — Coo6UIMJ OH eif. — Pbilapb-
H3MeHHHK M BOpOBKa!

OHa 3acMesijlach H NOPLIBHCTO CXaJia ero naJblibl.

— IlpaBunbHee GyneT ckasaTb: YOHiilla H BopoBKa. Thl
Bellb HUKOrJla He NpefiaBaJl CBOEro pLILlapcTBa, — ee roJjoc
pe3ko 3a3BeHeJ B FyJKOM THWH Kopabas. — Dto [lenuc
npenan, pacnycTHJI, pa3JjioOXHJ H philaped M caMmy uueo,
06beqHHAIOULYIO 3THX Ji1oAeH.

OTH cJ0Ba APOGHLIMH MajleHbKHMH MOJIOTOYKAaMH 3ac-
Tyyanu B BHcKax [>keka. OH HakJoHHJcS Hag Danbep M
JIaCKOBO NpoLIenTas:

— Begbma!

— Tepoii! — JacKoBBIM LIENOTOM: OTBETHJIA OHa.

-
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BecHa ne neausa Jsionelt Ha GoraThix M Gemnbix. Ee
POBHBbII pafloCTHBIA CBeT NMajajl H Ha HMMepaTOPCKHil ABO-
peu H3 posoBoro o6cHAHaHa, H Ha cepbie MOKOCHBLUHeCS
CTPOGHHST MaJIbTEHCKHX TPpyul06. ['ycrast 3esieHast mopocJib
He ofpamajsa BHMUMaHHMs Ha XOJIOAHBII BeTep M KOCYiO
MeJiKylo Apo6b JieAsiHbIX Aoxae. Kaxmoe pacrenue, 3any-
CTHBLIee KOPDHH B 3eMJIIO, JO/XKHO GblTo BHXHTH. M pac-
TEHHsl YNIOPHO POCJH BBepX, pa3pbiBasi acdaibT H GETOH,
nonagaiowHecs: Ha nyTH. To/IbKO CTeHbl POCKOLIHOrO HMIe-
paTopckoro ABopla He AomnycKaid B cebs XXHBYIO Gyluyio-
ULyIO >KH3Hb, fla U caMa TpaBa, 6yATo 6bl UYBCTBYS CBOIO
HeyYMECTHOCTb B 3THX BeJIHYaBO-XOJIOAHLIX anapTaMeHTax,
OTCTYMaJa Hasafl M 3aceJifjia OrpoMHble KIYMGBI H MSAIrKHe
TEHHCTBIE Jly)KaHKH, a ecJH eH He XBaTa/lo MecTa Ha
OTBeICHHLIX [JIl Hee MJIOWANsAX, Mepecessijiack Ha TpPeHH-
POBOYHbIE NJIOIIAAKH, HaesCh BLKHTD laXKe MOJ KOBaHH-
MH KabaykamH coagaTckux canor. KoHeyHo, Ha TpeHHpoO-
BOYHBIX IJIOWAJKaX TpaBa Morx6ajna, He ycreB BHIJIE3TH
M3-NOA 3eMJIH, a Ha ee MecTe pocJia HOBasi, H ONATh
HeyTOMHMO TOPHJIA NMYTH K CBeTy, YTOGbLI CHOBAa OKa3aThCsl
3aTONTAaHHOH TSXeJNbIMH BOeHHBIMH canorami. Ho B atoT
IleHb Y TpaBbl 6blj1a MepeAbllKa, ¥ OHa lueJjecTesa, cTapa-
fiCb BbIPACTH KaK MOXXHO Bblle M MOTJIOTHTb KaK MOXHO
GoJsiblie BoZibl H cBeTa. TpaBa He XoTesla AyMaTb O CBOeH
cyabbe.

Jlaccape#, cepxaHT pboluapeit JIOMHHHOHa, MO MpaBy
CUMTAJICSl BHPTYO30M Ha TPEHHPOBOYHBIX MuIollaakax Masb-
TeHa. Jlblcast roioBa cep)kaHTa MoTeMHesa H CMOpLIHJIACh
OT Jy4ell BeceHHero cojiHiia. OH HaKJIOHHJICA Hal nepHJa-
MH MOCTHKAa HaG6JIIOJeHHS M C OTBpallleHHeM IJIIOHYJI.
[Mnowanky nycroBajH, XOThl B TaKHe AHH W BeTepaHaM H
HOBHUKaM caM Bor BeJsies 3aHHMaTbCcsi BOEHHOM NOArOTOB-
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Koil, HO B36yHTOBaBLUHeCS YOKepbl He BBIMYCKaJH coJpaT
C MepBOro sTaXka ABopua, H Jlaccaselo ocTaBaloCh TOJbLKO
YepThHIXaTbCH K 6J1arofapHTh CyALOY 3a TO, UTO Ha noaMory
HMMNepaTopy, Kak Bcerja, crnewuau tpaku. Kaxercs, mu-
Huctp BannoBep Banactep, Kak Bceraa, M3BJjeK Mosb3y H3
OGLIYHOTO YeJIOBEUECKOro CTpaxa Mepef YyXXaKaMH.
Baarogapua cynbby cep>aHT coBceM He H3 JIIOGBH K
CTPEeKOUYLIHM BHH3Y >KyKOOGpasHbIM — MPOCTO HX MOsIBJIe-
HHe NaBajlo eMYy BO3MOXXHOCTb He OTAaBaThb HHKAaKHX MpH-
Ka30B, a 3Ha4yHT, He OpaThb Ha AYylly JIHLIHEro rpexa.
Cep)xaHT MOCMOTpeJ Ha TOJICThle OTHEYNOpHHE CTeHbl or-
paXkieHHsl, BHIMJIOHYJ OuepefHOH KYCOK XBauykKH H BoLueJ
B HeGoJbLIYI0O KOMaHAHYIO pyOKYy H3 Npo3payHOi 3BYKO-
HenpoHHUaeMoH nJjactmacchl. Her, Jlaccaneo coBceM He
XOTeJIOCh BJMNATh B HCTOPHIO ¢ yoKepamu. OH npouHTan
napy NpHKasoB, CBeTALUMMHCA 6YKBaMH MpoGeXaBLIHX Mo
3KpaHy, H, HHYEro Ha HHX He OTBETHB, CNYCTHJICSI BHH3.
MacTepckue GBUIH TaK Ke NMyCThl, KAK H TPEeHHPOBOY-
Hble MJIOWAAKH. PasgeBanku asa cojjaT, ycTaBJjleHHble
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIMH siuefiKaMH-1KadaMH, GbIIH HaloJHeHbl
CTPaxoM, TaKHM Xe ocsi3aeMbIM, Kak rpsisb M MOT.
BesnionHble nmoMelleHHs1 yApydaiolle noaeACTBOBaJH
Ha cep)xaHTa. TosbKO pOGOT-NOAMETANbIIHK, CKPHNA H
nocTaHbIBasi, Bce ellle. fies1ajl CBoe HeMyZApeHoe aeJo. Jlac-
cafiel npoluescs MO NMOMeLIEHHSM, KOXeH YyBCTBYS, Kak
TeJleKaMepbl OXPaHbi MOBOPAaYMBAIOT BCJel 33 HHUM CBOH
TeMHble OKYJSIphl, H BbIGpaJjicsi Ha CBEXHH BO3AYX.
HaBepHoe, Tenepb eMy csefoBaslo NPOHTH B Ka3apMbl.
YK TaM-To, Cyas Mo BceMy, AOJXKHA KHMeTb XXH3Hb. Jlac-
cafeit B3AOXHYJ] W mpub6aBua wara. M gefictBUTesNbHO, Ha
JyxafKax y HeGOJIbLIHX XKHJbIX NOMEleHHH CHIEeNH HOBO-
GpaHUbl H GbiBasble COJIAATH, pa3bGHBIUKMCh Ha MalleHbKHe
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TPYNMKH, OHH YHCTHJAH H MOJHPOBAJH CBOE JHYHOE Opy-
XKHe.

— HimnepaTopckuii xopa6/b npHOGLIT B MOPT, — CKa3ad
Jlaccameit. — MHe HyXXHa noyeTHas oXpaHa H3 JBaauaTH
[o6poBOJIbLIEB, HO AJST 3TOH LedH MNOTpeGYOTCS caMble
JNlyyuide BOMHBL. —-DT0 6blJIO HMEHHO TO pacropsiKeHHe,
KoToporo 6osiics Jlaccamei, HO MOCKOJBLKY eMy NpHAeTCS
BBIMOJIHSATL €ro, NycTh Y>K Noj pyKoio 6yAyT camhule oT60p-
Hble BOSIKH.-

BeTepaHbl NOAHMANCE H pa3bpenuch o pa3HbIM yriam,
FPOMKO H 0XXeCTOYeHHO cropst o cayyuBuemcs. HMx apry-
MeHTbI GblJIH XOPOLUO MOHSITHBI CEPXAHTY — Te XKe caMmble
MBLIC/IH 3aCTaBHJIH €ro TOJbKO 4YTO 6eclesNbHO CJAOHATbCS
No NycThIM TPEHHPOBOYHLIM TUIOW{afKaM. A BrpoyeM, W
STHX apryMeHTOB M 3THX CYX[eHHH cepXXaHT yxe IO yUIH
Hachylwancs 3a nocnenHee Bpemsi. OH pa3o3nuica 4 psiB-
KHYJI:

— Ecsm y Koro-1o H3 pbllapeii BO3HHKAlOT Npo6JeMbl,
o6paiuaitech ko MHe! Mimneparop Tpuaackoro TpoHa HMeeT
npaBo BbI3BaThb MOYETHHIA 3CKOPT. MBI GyaeM CONpOBOX-
natb ITenuca u komanmupa LlTopMa, H;, KNfiHycb BCeMH
no6egaMy, KoTopble Mbl ofepxxanH B Ilecuannx BofiHax,
ecJH KOMaHaupa OYAYT CYAHTb — f Xody, YTOObl 3TO
JleJlali  OTKPBITO, OTKPBITO M pelidTenbHo, — Jlaccanei
nocMoTpeJ Bokpyr. Ero rpoMoBo#t rosioc 3acTaBHJI MPHTHX-
HYTb MOJIOALIX pbiliapeii. OHH HepelIUTeJbHO MOrJSALIBA-
JIH TO APYr Ha JpYra, TO Ha cepXaHTa M HanpsiXeHHO
MOJIYaJIH. .

IOHowa co cBeXXHM py6LOM Ha moa6oponKe BCKOYHJI
CO CKaMeHKH:

— CepXaHT, — J/IOMalOWIMMCSE OT BOJIHEHHSI FOJIOCOM
CKazasl OH, — Mbl NOXOPOHHJ/IM 3TOTO YeJloBeKa CO BCeMH
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apMeiiCKHMH MOYeCTsIMH, a ceHyac ero TallaT M3 MOTHJIbI
>KMBOTO, 3[10POBOr0 H B KaHAajax.

Jlaccameit mMorpo3us HOBHYKY TOJICTHIM NajibLeM:

— DTOT YeJIOBEK, — CTPOro cKkasaj OH, — Ball KOMaH-
IHp.

— Jla HeT, oH 6bLT HM KOTAa-To! — KPHKHYJ Manb4H-
wecKHH rojloc M3-3a ABeped KasapMbl. — A Tenepb Y Hac
B KOMaHAHpaxX XOAsuMH MexoBoil map ¢ MuJocal

— IlpaBuabHo! IMpaBuabHo! IlpaBuabHO! — Kak 3xo,
paspanock co Bcex cTopoH. — OH rosopuT npaBpy! OH
yyxak!

— A MoxXeT 6HITb — 3TO THl 3fleCb 4yXaK? — 3.0
oTBeTHJl HoBoGpaHel. — Thl — yyxak, a MHJIOCeL] C TpaKa-
MH — CBOH, — NapHH APY>KHO 3aXOXOTaJH.

Jlaccane# sagyMunBoO notep noaGopofoK H, MOAOXKAAB,
KOTla CMeX XOTb HeMHOro yTHXHeT, CKasal:

— Musoceu Kpox — Mo#i HaualbHHK, KOMaHAHP phllia-
pe#, H HaM He nojo6GaeT OT3bIBaTbCSl O HeM MJoXo. Beawb
OH MpeAcCTaBJsieT 3lecb yecTb TpakuaHckod JIuru, Hy, a
Mbl ¢ BaMH — npefctaBuTend Tpuaackoro TpoHa u Ilomu-
HHOHa. KpoK BbIMOJIHAET KOMaHAHPCKHe OGS3aHHOCTH H
TIpH 3TOM HHKOro He nputecHsier. HaBepHoe, Bbl 3a6blH,
YTO Ha BOHHe TPaKH He 6epyT IJIEHHBIX — 32 HCKJIOUeHHeM
caMbiX JIy4lIMX NpelcTaBHTeJseli apyrux pac. Tak Bor,
Kpoxy npuumioch noGuiBaTh B MiEHY Y XXYKOB M NPOGHTb
ce6e mopory HaBepx uepe3 HX psabl. Cerogus, xorga Mbl
BCTpeTHMCH ¢ HMneparopom [Tenncom, ot Bac noTpe6yioT-
ca myapocTb H MosayaHHe — Bedb JDxek Illtopm 6Gbun
XOpOLUHM KOMaHAHPOM, a KaK nocjiefHH#H puiuapb JloMHHH-
OHa, OH 3acjy)XHMBaeT 0cOGOro yBaXKeHHS.

— OH npedameas! — pe3ko OTBETHJ MOJIOLOHM roJioc.
CepXaHT NOCMOTpeJsl B TEMHOTY, H3 KOTOPOH MpO3ByyaJu
3TH XKeCTKHe CJIOBa, HO TaK M He CMOr YBHAeTb pbiuaps,
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KOTOpPOMY OHH NpHHagnexanu. XKankuit canara! Jlaccape#
HallyJl LIGKH H, MOAyMaB HeMHOro, cKasasn:

— Jla, Koe-KTO TaK CuMTaeT, HO JIHYHO MHe MOKa 3TOro
HHKTO He HOKasaJ.

— A L4As Yero >ke OH paswirpan CBOIO CMepTb? —
CNpOCHJ YepHOGPOBLIH NapeHb B CHHeH 3aMLUEBOH KypTKe.
Jpyroii, ¢ KalITaHOBLIMH BOJIOCAaMH ¥ [€BHYLHM pPYMSsIHLIEM
BO BCIO UIeKY, NOGaBHJI:

— Ho on Beap norepss cBou pocrexu!

Ha noasne ctaso THxo. KT0-To HepeluHTeJbHO NPOH3-
Hec:

— A Tak a1 3T0 Ha caMoM jese? Heyxeau xe H
npasaa oH notepsa GpoHecKadaHap?

Jlaccapeii BHIMUIIOHYJ XBauKy W XPHIIO CKasak:

— JHa. Koe-kakas npaBia 3fechb eCTb.

EcTb opyXxHe—ecTb COAARAAT,
HeT OPYXHA—HeT coJaparta— 3Ty ¢ppasy
HM MOBTOPSIH KaXKAblil feHb C TeX Mop, KaK cTana fekH-
CTBOBaTb BOCKpelleHHasi rsapiusi Hmmepatopa Ilenxca.
Jaxke 11eHOI0 COGCTBEHHOH >XH3HH He YCTynaTb CBOEro
OpPY>XHSl Bpary — BOT YTO OblI0O 3aKOHOM H CMBICJIOM
BHYTpeHHel XH3HH A/ co6paBLIHXCA 3fiech cospaT. Thl-
CSIYH HX TOBapHIUEH, TSXKeJo paHeHHbIX B 6010, MOAPHIBAH
ce6s aasa Toro, yTo6bl TpaKH He MOMIM y3HaTb cekpeTa
6poHeckadaHapa. K ToMy xXe — gocnexu BpacTajH B Aywy
3THX JIIOAeH, CTaHOBMJMCb WX BTOpOHl KoOXKei W BTOpOH
HaTypoH. MHorse u3 phiuapei Aaxke ceiiyac noexHBajHch
NPH MBICJH O TOM, YTO KOTAA-HHOYAb UM NMpHAETCS YHTH B
OTCTaBKY H OHH JIHIIATCA 3TOH GJecTAlleH nyJeHenpoGH-
BaeMoH 06oJioyKH. Bce mpaBHJIbHO, ecTb OpyXXHe — ecTh
coJjaT, HeT OpYXHf — HeT coJajaTta, a llltopM yMmyapHics
NOTepATh CBOH cepeGpHCThIe APEBHHE AOCHeXH. YXKe OfHO
3To 6blJIO PaBHOCHJbHO H3MeHe.
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= Mbnl He cMoXeM pa3o6paTbCsi B TOM, YTO CJYYH-
Jiocb, — XpHIJIo cka3an Jlaccamei. — ITo kpaiiHeit Mepe 1o
TeX nNop, NMoOKa He ycabllunM oT camoro Illltopma, uTto
npousouio.

CrpoHHbli HeMOJIOAOH YesioBeK C HalUMBKaMH KamnHTa-
Ha nokasajcsi B npoeMe Asepu. OH nocMorpen B r/asa
CepXXaHTY M THXO CIIPOCHJI:

— A uto, ecau [lenuc He Mo3BoNUT HaM y3HaTb 06
3TOM?

Jlaccapmeii 'KauHyJicsi Ha CBOHX KOBaHbIX Ka6Jykax. 3To
6blyla HeBepOSsiTHAs MblICJb!

— Her, — nokauan oH rosoBodf. — DToro He Npou3oM-
ner.

Kanutan TpaBesnnHHM MocMOTpes Ha CBeXXHH LUOB,
COeIMHHBLIHI NOBPeXAeHHYI0 MOBEpXHOCTb Ha pyKaBe
6poHeKOCTIOMa, CMaxHYJ NMBUIHHKY ¢ 6JecTsileit 6poHH-
POBaHHOM NMOBEPXHOCTH H, MMAAA Kyda-To B He6o, cka-
saJ:,

-— A c yero Bbl B3sJH, 4yTo Ilenuc rotoBuT aasa Ixeka
BOGHHbI! TpHOYyHan? B koHue-To KoHuoB, IlITopma Bcerna
NoJABOAMJA rocyAapcTBeHHas cHcTeMal

Pobxuit BecHyw4aThlif HoBo6paHell, CKIOHHBIUHIiCS Hal
GOTHHKaMH LBeTa P>KaBoOro MeTaJljla, BbIMa/HJI:

— §1 nymalo, uTO BCe 3TO HecnpaBeaauBso!

TpaBeJsHHH: ilepHYJ yroJKaMH pTa M I'POMKO TMpPOH3-
Hec:

— Ckopee Bcero, HHKTO M3 Hac He y3HaeT, YTO 3acTa-
BHJIO KoMaHaupa LlITopMa nokuHyTh MaJnbTeH W 4TO MpH-
HYAHJIO ero ceiiuac BepHyTbcsi Ha nuaHety. Ho y Hac Her
npaBa CyAMTb ero A0 TeX INop, MokKa Mbl He NMOOGbIBaJH B €ro
LwIKype.

— Bce BepHO, — noTenJieBUIHM TOJOCOM OTO3BaJjcs
Jlaccazeit. Ero rHeB cMfIr4yujio caMo NpHCYTCTBHe KaluTa-
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Ha. Buaumo, W B cepaua coifaT 3amajlH 3TH CJIOBa — HX
roJioca CTaHOBHJIMChb BCE THLUE H THIUe, Bce Msrye H Msrye
3By4aslH MX BbICKa3blBaHHS.

Takoe B pblLapcKoM Kopnyce TBOPHJIOCH B MepBbIA
pa3s — HHKOIAA paHblie HHKOro M3 HHX He MPHBO3HJH Ha
nnaHety 6e3 Opy>Hs, B KaHja/lax, fa elle — OGBHHSSA B
mpycocmu u u3mene. Ho HHKTO M3 HHX, kpoMe Jlxeka
Lltopma, 1 He GopoJics ¢ HMnepaTopoM. Jlaccaneit Tsxxeso
B3I0XHYJl H CIIPOCHJI:

— Jlaano, 6ecxpe6eTHHKH B CBepKalollleH caBoil 6po-
He, KTO H3 Bac pelIMTCS CErofHst MOHTH cO MHOM?

W3 Tenn Mosua puien Poyanua. B cepaue Jlaccagesn
LIeBeJIbHYJIOCh KaKoe-TO Hexopolllee NpefuyBcTBHe. DToT
MoJIofi0il apeHb 6bl1 TouHoOI Konueil LlITopMa, ¢ nwenHy-
HbLIMH BOJIOCaMH H SIPKO-roJyGbiMH TriiasaMH, HO KomHeH
yaAydlleHHOH, KaK Obl OYHLIEHHOH OT Tpsi3H ABOPLOBOMH
XH3HH. HH UMHH3M, HH pa3ouapoBaHHe, HH Ybf-TO 3Jaft
BOJISI ellle He 3aTPOHYJIH -ero. MoXHO cKa3aTh, YTO OH GLlI
6/MHXe K OpHIHHaJy, YeM caM 3aMy4eHHLI M 3aTpaBjieH-
Hulit Jxek. IlpaBma, nocne cobutHii Ha Buthu Poyanus
oueHb H3MeHHJca — Cpartoit Kannu, cnaclumit XH3Hb nap-
HS1, MOAEeHCTBOBAJ Ha TOrO KaKHM-TO MPSMO-TaKH Maruuec-
KHM o6pa3oM. Koraa-tro Poynuns 6bia1 anbiotantoM llTop-
Ma, a uTo KacaeTtcsi Ceatoro KaauHa, Tak MHOrHe yokepbl
noroBapuBa/sH o ToM, 4To Ero CafATeHllecTBO BHITalUMWJ
phILiapsl C TOrO CBeTa KaKHM-TO YydoAeHCTBEHHBIM U abco-
JIIOTHO HEMOHSITHBLIM NPOCTHIM CMepPTHBIM METOHOM.

— CepkaHT, — MArko ckaszan PoyauH3. — Mue Gbl
XOTeJsIoCh BBISICHHTb Koe-KaKHe [AeTalH.

Y Jlaccanes Ha ceil cueT HMeJIHCh CBOH COOGpaXkeHHH,
OH KOPOTKO KHBHYJI:

— Xopouwo. Ho ato — notoM. Kto nofiner co MHOW H
JefiTeHaHToM PoynnH3om?
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* % %
daubep nepBoi yBHAeaa phillaped, pacceKaBLIMX TOJ-
ny Hapopa. lleapoe ManbTeHckoe cOJIHIE CBepKaJo Ha
ApKOH, BCceMHM LBeTaMH paiyrd nepeJjHBaiolleiicsi 6poHe.
CuHHHe, KpacHble, 3eJieHble H XeJiThle cKadaHAphl C Kax-
AOH MHHYTOH npHO/aHKaAHCh K HUM. Kaxercda, y HHX He
6blJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH NMPOBECTH MalUHHY AJISl UMMepaTopa H
J>keka 4epe3 TOJINbI MPOTECTYIOLMX yokepoB. B kKoMHaTy
oTAblXa HeCJbILLIHOMN, Kpaaylueics noxoakoi Bowed [Tenuc.
— Puinapu y»xke 3gecb, — cKasajna daubep M MocMoT-
pesla Ha HMIepaTopa.

JIXKeK cHOen B KpecJje, 3alpOKHHYB TOJIOBY H 3aKpblB
rnasa. TOHKHe MOPIUHHKH Ha ero BbICOKOM 6ejiom J6y
pasrJaguiHch W coBceM Hcyednd. CeMHaauath JieT KpHo-
FeHHOTO CHa cjeJlaJii ero HaMHOTrO MOJIOXe CBEPCTHHKOB.
KoneuHo, roapl, npoBefieHHble Ha cayxbe y HMnepaTopa
Ilenuca, yrny6HaH MOPIUMHKH B YroJKax rja3 H ropbkue
CKJIaIKH B YroJiKax ry6, HO ero CHJIbHOe TeJI0O OCTaBaJoCh
TaKHM XXe KpeNnKHM, Kak M panbuie. lllTopM B3ampormny.,
ycJblllaB MeTa/lIHYyecKoe MO3BSIKHBaHHe, OTKPHIJ Iyasa
H yBHJeJ, UyTo HMMepaTop [lenuc AepXHT B pyKaX Ha-
PYYHHKH.

" OH Huyero He ckasaj. [la ¥ UTO MOXHO OblJIO CKa3aTh
B Tako# cHTyauun? ToJbKO B3I/ ero noTeMHeJ, Koraa
ITenuc npuGAH3HICA K HeMmy.



FAABA 2

dunubep WA Mo KOpHAOpaM ABOpLA, He obpalasi HH-
KaKoro BHHMaHHs Ha CHHHe TeHH, MphIraloliye 1o cTeHam.
B peaupenuun Ilenuca 6by10 ouenb xosonHo. He Huakas
TeMrnepaTypa, a BLICTHIBIIMH BO3yX HEXHJILIX MOMeLleHHIT
co3faBaJl ollylleHHe 36KocTH. Dnubep noexunach. Yep-
Hoe llleJiKOBOe MJaTbe, KOTOPOe OHAa HOCHJa B nocJeaHee
BpeMs, COBCEM He 3alMIIAN0 ce OT JEASHOTO XO/MoAa
OAMHOYeCTBa.

KyTkas KapTHHa, KOTOPYIO N0BeJoch e HabaoAaTh B
MalbTEHCKOM MOPTY, A0 CHX Iop cTosJia Y Hee nepea
ry1a3aMM: Psiibl CKpeXellyIlHX TpaKoB, OlieTHHHBILHecS
NpoTHB 6€30pYXHBIX JIofel, Tpe6GyioOlIHX BEPHYTb HM
Cesaitoro Kannna. MiMneparop Ilenuc ¢ noGeneBluHMH Ty-
6amu. Crenowmiicss 4 YTo-To NMofo6ocTpacTHO GopMouy-
wui Banactep M pspgbl cBepKalolux 6GpoHecKadaHapoB
BOKpyr HHX. Ecim 6bl He poillapn, WM 6Ll He ynanoch
no6paTtbcs A0 MAlIHH.

Korma oHM mNopmoliM K MallMHaM, cepaue danGep
OrNIyLUHTeNbHO 3a6H/0Ch — CKBO3b GPOHHPOBaHHbIE LOCHie-
XM eH yHanoch pasrisfeTh 3Hakomoe JHuo. Banactep
3appiyajl M H3[aj KaKOM-TO HeuJleHOpa3jelbHblH 3BYK.
KaxceTcs, OoH ToXe y3HaJ BOMHCTBYyIollero yokepa IluHna-
po — npaBylo pyKy KanuHa Bo Bcex BOEHHBIX BOmpocax.

— Ororo THMa Hajo apecToBaTb NMpH NepBOH XXe BO3-
MOXKHOCTH! — npo6GopMoTas OH.
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JKeKk choenas BHO, YTO He CJABILIHT 3THX cJioB. OH
MONHSJI TOJIOBY H pelIHTeJIbHO NOCMOTpeJ B XKeCTKHe ria3a
yeJIOBeKa, NpHTauBLIerocs 3a psiAaMH TpakoB. Koraa-To oH
yuusa JHHapo. HOCHTb GPOHEKOCTIOM.

Aaubep ucnyrasack M nepHyna Il)xeka 3a pyky, ymo-
JIS151 €ro OYHYTbCSl H He CMOTPeTb Ha yoKepa TaKMM OTKpbI-
TO HenOGpoOXesaTeNbHbIM B3rJ/isiAOM — BOMHCTBeHHbIH -
Hapo, KaK Bcerga, OhlJl BOOpyXeH A0 3y6oB, a pe3HOM
[epCeBSIHHBIA KpecT, BHCAIIHH Ha ero rpyaH, najeko He
BCEra MOT CJIY>XHTb MOPYKOH Clep>XaHHOCTH cBoero obJsa-
natensi. Ho Jxek He oGpawian BHHMaHHsi Ha Daunbep, oH
Bce cMmoTpes Ha JIHHApO >KECTKHM BbI3bIBAIOLUHM B3ras-
ZIOM.

— Tbl BepHyJcsi 6e3 Hero! — BAPYT KPHKHYJ BOMH-
CTBEHHBIH YOKep, H ero roJjioc noJIocHyJ 4Yepe3 TOJMY, KaK
Jy4y Jasepa.

Jxex ocraHoBuJcs. Kak mo xomaHge, ToTyac e oc-
TaHOBHJIHCb H pblLlapH, conpoBoxpialoiude ux. Ha done
6poHeKOCTIOMOB JI060H caMblif BLICOKHH 4YesloBeK MOr Obl
nokKa3aTbcsl KapJHKoM, Ho Tonbko He Jlxkek Iltopm- —
BOeHHasl BbIIpaBKa H ropjas nocaaka rojoBbl Aesiajli ero
Bbille M 3HauHTeJbHee COMPOBOXIABIUEro ero 3CKOpTa.

— Hunapo! — lltopM XOJIONHO 6J1eCHYJ1 CBOUMH ToJ1y-
6biMH rsiazaMu. — Ecau 6b 51 noutesl ¢ HUM, OH BepHYJCS
6bl BMecTe co MHo#! KoHeuno ke, ToJbkO B TOM cayuae,
ec/H 6bl Mbl BoOGLe BepHYJHCh XXHBBIMH.

Junapo 3amopraJji, mposeJ PyKoH Mo y30pHOMY luax-
TEPCKOMY CBHTEpPY H CXaJl JepeBsiHHbIH KpecT.

— Hxek! — Daubep onsatb pepHyna lltopma 3a pyky,
HO TOJINA, YJOBHBLIAS OGPLIBKH 3TOr0 pa3rosopa, 3alljiach
B AHKOM KpHKe. TpakH 3aulesKaJH H HaBa/HJHCb CBOWMH
XHTHHOBBIMH NMaHUMPAMH Ha 6e33aUTHYIO YeJloBe4ecKYIo
TOSIMIY.
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JuHapo usornyncs W webipHya llltopMy 4To-To Hemno-
HATHOe M TsDKeJoe. TOT MOANPLITHYJA M MepexBaTHA B
BO3/lyXe CBepKalolHHi npeaMerT.

— Bbl cayxuTe y6uiiuam! — rpo3Ho KpHKHYJA BOHMH-
cTBeHHBIH yokep. — Hafigure ero, — ycrnea no6aBHTb OH,
6opsicb C OTHOCSILIEH ero B CTOPOHY YesOoBeYeCKOH Mac-
coit. — M rosopuTe npaBny, CHALILIHTE, TOJAbKO NpaBAy!

JI>kek pa3xaJ JnagoHb. He6osbluo# fepeBsAHHLIA KpecT
C YOMBHTEJbHO TOHKOH pe3b6oi Jiexxasi Ha ero JIaJoHH.

— Kpecm Ceamozo Kaaruna! — ene CBILLHO B3LOXHY-
ja duubep. Ixek nocmoTpes Ha JIHHaApo M, MOAHSAB PYKH,
KPHKHYJI:

— Ja, s cabiwy Te6s!

* % *
STH BOCMOMHHAHHSA NOCTOSHHO GyHOpa)kHJH Daubep.
OHa rHazla ux oT cebs, KaK KaKylo-TO CTPalIHYI0 MyTb, HO
OHH HaNJIbIBaJH CHOBa H CHOBAa M ONATb GYAOPaXKHJIH H
MyuanH. HackoJbko OHa noHuMasa, 3to J[HHapo MOAHAN
yoKepckHil Mstexx. Co6¢TBeHHO, ecqd 6bl He GYHT YoKe-
poB, ¥ oHa H Ikek LlITopm naBHO 6H yxKe GBUIH MepTBHI,
HO cefiyac HMMMepaTop OCTPO HYXJajcsi B HHX. DnnGep
MpeKpacHO MOHHMaJla, H3 KaKoro Tecra cjenJjieHsl Ilenuc
H ero MuHHcTp Banacrep. O! Onu pacnpassrcs co Lltop-
MOM M C Hel NpH nepBoi e Bo3MoxkHocTH! Ho JIxkek...
cnaBa Bory, Jxek yMeeT feslaTbh HeBO3MOXKHOe.
BoabHHYHOe KpBIIO ABOpLA MYCTOBaNO — cCyeTslHecs
JIOAM B GebIX XajaTaxX 3aMNoJIHAJH 3TH KOPHAOPH! TOJBKO
TOTfa, KOrAa 3[0pOBbIO HMIlepaTopa yrpoxaJja Hernocpep-
CTBeHHasl OMacHOCTb. Y BXoJa B KJHHHKY ODjHGep Ha
MHHYTy 3agyMajacb. KoHeuyHo, oHa Morsa 6bl OTKpPHITb
KaKOH YrofHO 3aMOK, HO 3aKOHbl YeCTH TpeGoBaJiH, YTOOH
apectoBaHHbil Jxkek IlITopM ocTaBascs B cBoeit TeMHHLe.
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KaxeTtcsi, cam JIxXeK pelUHs1 NOCTYNHTb HMEHHO TaK, W
x0T Danbep cuMTana 3TO IAYMOCTbIO, OHa He pellanach
HapywaTb nokod J[lxkeka.

B xopunope paspaJscs wyM, H oHa MTHOBEHHO OTBJ/IEK-
JNack OT CBOMX G6Ge3pafoCTHHIX Mblcel. UTo 3To Ghulo?
Kaxkercs, .LiesKaHbe TPaKHaHCKHX LiynmaJjel rno o6GcHAHa-
ny! Yepes MHHYTY LUYM CTaj THile, HO DaH6ep HeBOJbHO
noe)kusacb M GpesrJHBO MOTHYJa roJIOBON.

HecablluHBIMH, KpaRylWIHMMHKCS WHaraMu M3 ABepH, Bepy-
leHd B cOCeNHHH KOPHIOP, BhilleJ HEHaBHCTHBIH MMHHCTP
[Tennca Banacrep.

— Bbl o6elnany, uto Tpakos B oxpaHe He 6yznet! — 3no
KpHKHyJa Daubep.

BanpoBep MOKJAOHHJCA M, C HecKpbiBaeMOH HpPOHHeH
OTBCTHJI:

— Jo6pbit neub, neau daubep! A Kakas, co6cTBeHHO,
11aJ06HOCTb HMMNEpaTopy HJH MHe MpPHCTaBJSATb K BaM
oxpany? ‘

BosiHa rHeBa 3a/nusa ee LUCKH XapKHM KpacHbIM Of-
Hem:

— §1 He co6Hpalocb TepneTb TPaKoB B npeaenax cob-
CTBEHHOH BHAMMOCTH H B npefienax BHAHMocTH LITopma.
Kcratn, Mory nosapaBuTh Bac C TeM, KakK 6e34apHO Bbl
pewnan npo6nemy Ilecuanbix Boiin! Boabliero kKosnue-
CTBa XKYKOB HHMKOrja He 6blJI0 Ha maaHeTe. Bbl moBepHy-
JIMCb BBepX GPIOXOM H MNMO3BOJIMJM 3THM HaceKOMbIM BhiNy-
CTHTb M3 COGCTBEHHBIX >XHBOTOB KHIUKH!

— Peskue cioBa 6pocaeT MHe B JIHLO TNpeKpacHast
wioxa!- — Basnactep mocmakoBasn nocjiefHee CJOBO, H
JKeJIBaKH Ha ero uieKax 3aXOAHJIM, KaK MaJjleHbKHe MeJb-
HHUHblE )XepHOBa. 3/I0LHe TEMHbIe riia3a BNHJHCL B DaH-
G6ep: — A ecan Bn co UlropmMom — cneudaiHcTsl no
Ha/la)KHBaHHIO KOHTAKTOB C YYXXaKaMH, TaK nonpobyiite
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noo6ulatbcsl ¢ aT-papesamu! C TpakamMu Mbl, MO0 KpanHeH
Mepe, MOXXeM NepeKHHYTbCsl TApPOYKOH CJIOB H KaK cjeflyeT
NOTOProBaThbCsi MPH 3TOM, HO aT-¢papeJibl... AT-papensl —
39TO yepHas fAblpa, 6e3Bo3BpaTHO 3arJaThiBalollas Le/ble
NJIaHeTHI.

Aaubep (bIpKHYNa W Moulia Npoysb. DTOT UYesIOBEK ee
He HHTepecoBaJ.

Banactep nortosikajcsi BoaJie Harjayxo 3aKphiTOi JBe-
pH, TaK, 6YATO OH MOT BHAETb CKBO3b Hee, H MSTKO CKasaJ:

— Ckopo nokTtopa 3akoHuaT nogrotoBky llltopma. f
NpHLLUes CKa3aTb, YTO MOKa BCe HAET YAauHo.

Cepaue NMOACKOYHJIO NPAMO K ropay daubep H 3acTy-
4aJlo YacCTo-4yacTo.

— 3HauHT, NpensATCTBHH MJf BosBpauleHHs JDxeky
NoTepsIHHOH NaMATH HeT? — pe3KO CHPOCHJIa OHa.

— Ha, — ykysoHuHBO KHBHYJ Banacrep. — KoHeuHo, He
Hckawouas camoro komaHaupa lllropma. Ecau pokropa He
o6Hapy»>KaT KaKHX-TO NMPOTHBOMOKa3aHHH, Bce OyneT OT-
JuyHo. — BaHpoBep noBepHyJcsi K DaH6Gep H MOCMOTPes
Ha Hee KOJIIOYHMH YepHbIMH rJ1asaMH. DanbGep BHI3bIBaIOILE
ycMexHyJacb. MHHHCTP PacTSIHYJ NyXxJjble ryGhl H Momnbl-
TaJcsl’ M306pasHTb XOTb KaKoe-TO Mofo6He yAbLIGKH. —
HIMnyiaHTauus namsaTH, YTepstHHOM B pe3y/bTaTe CeMHaf-
LaTHJIETHEro XOJIOMHOro CHa, — 3TO JOBOJbHO-TAKH PHCKO-
BaHHBbIH onbiT. MHe naxe He BepHTcs, uto LllTopm moGpo-
BOJILHO Nolues Ha Tako# puck. Ho ¢ apyroit cToponsl — ato
camasi HeoGblYHasl Harpaja, Kakolo Harpaxiai KOraa-in6o
HMNepaTop CBOHX MORYHHEHHHIX.

Duinbep npe3pHTeNbHO MocMmoTpesa Ha Banacrepa
CKasaJa:

— HaBepHoe, BH H BripaBly cYHTaeTe 3To pHckoM. Ho
Itopm nymaer mno-apyromy. Jlns Hero atTo — camas Xe-
JlaHHasl W3 BceX Harpag.
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— IMennc ouenb xouer, uTo6bl Hawau Ceatoro Kanu-
Ha, — BKPaAuHBO MpPOroBOpPHJ MHHHCTP. — HHKTO H3 Hac
He XeJlaeT C8:aUjeHHOL BOUHbL, KOTOpasi IBHO COCTOHTCH,
ecJIM I/1aBa YOKepoB He HalaeTcst BoBpeMsi. DToil BOHHbI He
Xxouy faxke si. — Banactep nomonuas. — §I mpuuen K BaM
3a nomouupio, JeaH daubep.

Aaubep Hanpsraack:

— Hy u yero >xe Bbl XoTHTE?

— CtpacTtb Komanaupa Lltopma K yTepsiHHOMY npoLuJio-
My ycTyrnaeT TOJbKO ero CTpacTH K BaM. Bbl Beap BrosHe
Mo)XKeTe HM ynpasnsaTth, Jeau! MoxeT GbiTh, Al Hayana
KoMauaup otbiwer Ceatoro Kannna, a yx notom 6yaer
KaNeunTb ce6sl, HMMNaHTHPYS B COGCTBEHHbI OPraHUsM Lie-
JIyI0 Yyepelly BOCTIOMHHaHHIA, HalONIHEHHbIX y>KacoM H 60/1bio?
Y6envTte ero noBpeMeHHTb C 3TOM orepauHer!

«Hy ma — noBpeMeHHTb [0 TOr0 MOMEHTa, MOKa Thl lle
CMOXelllb pa3pyLIMTh 3aMHCh, CHATYIO ¢ Mo3ra [Iekals —
noayMana dDaubep.

— JHna Toro, uTo6bl HaHTH 3Ty JIeHTYy, — CKasaja
oHa, — Mbl ¢ JKekoM mpoluIH yepes aj.

— B camoMm gene? — Banactep 310 XuxHKHYyJI. — Hepes
aj M elue yepes opraHusauuio 3eseHbix Py6aliek, — camo
HasBaHHe MATEXHOH IpyNnnHPOBKH, Kasajochb, BbI3blBaeT Y
MHHHCTPa HenpHATHBIA BKyc Bo pty. — Ho lllTopM pewna,
YTO 3TOr0 eMy MaJjio, H ceHyac coGHpaeTcsi NMPOHTH elle
yepe3s ONHH afl, a3 HaM OH HY)>KeH He TOJIbKO 3[J0POBbIM, HO
H (H3HYEeCKH CHJIbHBIM.

Danbep nonwbiTanack YJAbIGHYTbCS:

— Buaute nu, MuHHcTp, CBsiToit KannH ucuyes a6eo-
MOTHO GeccslenHo. Hu BalI¥ NOMOILUHHKH, HH ero LepKoBb
He 3HAIOT flaXKe NPHOJH3UTENBLHO, Ile OH MOXKeT HaXOAUThb-
cs. 51 He nymalo, YTO HMeIO XOTbh KaKoe-TO MpaBO MPOCHTb
JI>)KeKa NpHOCTaHOBHTb OMepaLHIO N0 BO3BpalleHHIO NaMs-
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TH [0 TexX Mop, MOKa 4YTO-TO He MposicHuTca co CBATHIM
KanunoM. dto 6bisio 6bl HecnpaBepaHso. — danbep H3o
BCeX CHJI CTapaJjlacb OTBeYaTb MHHHCTPY C JieliiHbIM Cho-
KofictBHeM. Eff Gbiio moHsiTHO, yTo ueM GoJiee Hexeja-
TeJbHoH a4 BaHpoBepa 6biia onepauus no Bo3BpallleHHIO
Jxeky namsaTH, Tem ¢ 6osbluuM ynopctBoM IllTopM moa-
>KeH 6blyl HacTauBaTb Ha cBoeM. Her — Dumnbep ycraBusa
rnasa B noj. — OHa He MO3BOJHT ceGe B3rJAsSHYTb Ha
Banactepa, nycTb cBepJIHT ee CBOHM 3JI0GHLIM LUH30Gdpe-
HHYyecKHM B3rasigoM. OHa He no3BoJHT BaHnpoBepy BuiBe-
CTH cebs M3 TepreHHs.

— Hy a xak xe Bb camH, JeiH? — BKpaAa4HBO
3aroBopus Banactep. — ToToBbl /M BHI caMH MOHTH Ha
TaKoH PHCK H moTepsiTb ero? Beab BocnoMHHaHHA Mo-
ryT H He CJOXHTbCS B OLHO UeJioe, Tak yto — Lltopm
MOXeT BCMOMHHTb CBOI0 XH3Hb [0 XOJIONHOrO CHa H
HayHCTO 3a6blTb TO, YTO MPOHCXOAHJO C HHM nocJe
npo6yxaeHns. Jlean danbep, HeyKesH XKe BH KejaeTe
cTath 3 a2 6 bl T O H?

danbep cxkana 3y6ul. OfHO TOJNIBKO NpearnoJioXeHHe,
yto JIxkek llITopM crnoco6eH 3a6biTh ee, noseprajo ee B
HeckoHYaeMblif yxkac. OHa yrnopHo cMoTpeJia Ha pO30Bble-:
oGCcHAHAHOBLIE MJHTHI MoJa H MoJyaja — MyCcTb MHHHCTP
He JyMaeT, YTO MOTPAC ee.

Banactep nopoXxpgan orBeTa, a MOTOM MNOHHMaiolle
yJAbIGHYJICS:

— §1 Tak M AymMan. Mbl ¢ BaMH COIO3HHKH, JefH
danbep, BO3MOXHO, He oYeHb YAOGHbIe APYr AJfl Apyra, HO
BCe e COI03HHKH. Ha 3ToT pa3 s npH3biBalo Bac NposiBHTh
3rou3M — Beflb BCeM HaM HY>XeH OfHH H TOT Xe pesyJbTar.
IMoaymaiiTe Kak ciienyet. — Banactep 3aamoavan H noaox-
JaJjl, YyTo eMy OTBeTAT, HO, He [O0XIaBLIHCh HH eJHHOro
CJIoBa, MOBEPHYJICA H TIOLUeJ Npoyb.
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Ona cMoTpesna B cnuHy Banacrepy o Tex mop, moka
OH He Hcuye3 3a [IOBOPOTOM KOPHAOPa, H TOJILKO yGeauB-
WHCb B TOM, UTO MHHHCTP YXe He BHIHT ee, TONHyjaa
KaGJYYKOM Mo PO3OBLIM OGCHAHAHOBBIM TJIHTaM H FPOMKO
CKa3saJna:

— Hnuor!

KoneuHo, 6osbLunx nepcnekTHB HH y JeKa, HU y Hee
He 6b10. Mx 6ynyliee naBHO yxe npeacraBasjoch danbep
NOZepPHYTHIM AbIMKOM TymaHa. Moxer GbiTh, Jxkex Gopos-
csi C TPaKaMH TaK JOJro, YTO He CMOI NepecTPOHTLCSI H
NPHHATH NPeNJIOXKEHHOro XXYKaMH MHpa. A MoxkeT GbITb, OH
BCe-TaKH Obl npaB, H aT-(apesbl SABASVIHCL He 3aKJIATbIMH
BparaMH yeJioBeyecTBa, KaK 06 3TOM JIOGHJ FOBOPHTbL HMRe-
patop Ilennc, a npocto HoBOH pacoi, o6Hapy»XHBlUeHcs B
KocMoce, pacoi, ¢ KOTOPOH Haflo HCKaTh KOHTaKThl U MATH Ha
COTPYAHHYECTBO, 3 COBCEM He BOEBaTb.

BpeMeHamn Ha DinbGep HakaTbiBalo oT4asiHHe. B 06-
eM-To, He Bce, uto fesan llltopm, coBnagaio c ero
JIMYHBIMH JKesJaHuAMH. Ho 6bi1 i y HHX BhIGop? Ona
cJblliana, 0 YeM LUenTajJHCh MOJIOAbIE PbILlapH B HMINepa-
TopckHX Kasapmax: Ixek Llltopm — mpyc n npedamens,
la K TOMYy >e elle W ybuidya, KOTOPOro MHJOCTHBBIH
umnepatop IlenHc BepHys Ha nyiaHeTy B KaHAaJjax.

K Tomy xe, nna wmnpokoi ny6muku JDKeKk Tak H
oCTaBaJICsl MepTBELIOM, B NaMATb KOTOPOFO COBCEM HejaB-
HO OTrpoXaJjii rpaHAHO3Hble NOXOPOHHI, TaK UYTO cefyac co
ITopMoM MOXHO GblJIO fesaTh YTO YrofHO, He omacasich
BLI3BaTh HEB Y LIHPOKHX Macc HaceneHusi. M Bce xxe
YeJsioBeK, KOTOpPbLIH MOr NoAyMaTh, YTO OLIBLIHH KOMaHAHP
pbinapeii JJoMHHHOHa Ge33alunTeH, — FJy60KO oliH6ascs.

JIBepp BHe3aNmHO OTKpHIIaCh, M CYETJHBble MbICJH
dnnbep 3aKPYXHJIHCh H yJieTeslH Npoub, KaK NMOAXBaueH-
Hble CHJIbHBLIM NMOpPLIBOM BeTpa oceHHHe aucTbs. Jkek! B
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3TOH KOoMHaTte 6bia Ikek! Bpaun cHoBasnu B3ag ¥ Bnepen,
He obpauwlasi HUKaKoro BHHMaHHf Ha Daubep.

— HackoabKo s monnMalo, ceifyac OH B NMPeBOCXOAHOM
COCTOSIHHH, — cKasaJ/l MOMOUIHHMK rnaBHoro xupypra. — Ho
BCe-TaKH XOTeJoCchb 6bl MOCMOTPETb Ha 3ayaTKH NajbleB
npexxae, yeM oH MoKHHeT Hac. Hackosbko fi MOry MOHH-
MaTb, B 6saHXKalluee BpeMs coeqHHHTesJbHas TKaHb lIpa-
MOB 6ymeT TOJbKO YTOJLUATLCS.

— He o6pawafite BHHMaHHA Ha UMIJIAaHTaHTH, — Max-
HYJl pyKOH ryiaBHbIH XHPYpr. — Beab OH JoCTaTO4YHO XOpo-
o o6XofHJcs H 6e3 3THX nasbueB. MeHs ropaspno 6oablue
6ecrnoKOHT TO, YTO MPOHCXONMUT Y Hero B Mo3ry. Bnpouen,
JOJIXKeH TNpH3HaTh, YTO MJISl yesioBeKa, KOTOPLINH CeMHa-
uaTh JeT NMpoBes B KPHOrGHHOM CHe, 3JIeKTPOHHAs aKTHB-
HOCTb MO3ra coBceM Heruioxasl. A HHTepecHo, 3HaeT JH
[lennc, Kyaa oH moman ¢ 3THM...

Bpauu BbILAH H3 KOMHAThl H NPOLLIH N0 KOPHAOPY B
apyroii 6s0k. MIX rosoca yTHXJIH.

J>xkex! Danbep O0CTOPOXKHO 3arjsiHyla B KOMHary.
LltopM cupen, corHysiHch y J1a6opaTopHOro CTOJMa, H
3acreruBaj MyHaup. Ero mecouHsle Bosochl pacTpenaJjHcs,
a GaeaHble ronyGble riaasa cCMOTpeJH B faJbHHM YroJ, iBHO
He pa3jiH4yas HHYero M3 NPOUCXOASLIEro BOKPYr, — Ha
KaKHe MJIaHeThl yHeccs ceifyac OH B CBOHX Mbicasx? Jlkek
BCe ellle 0CTaBaJICSl MOJIOALIM H CHJbHbIM, XOTS CO BpeMeHH
€ro BLIXOA3 H3 JUIHTe/IbHOTO KPHOTEHHOTO CHa NMpOLUWJIOo yXe
MHOTO JIeT... YTO H FOBOPHTb, Befilb H cama DinbGep NOYTH
YTO BhIpOCJIa y Hero Ha rJasax!

OHa Bolua B KOMHAaTy H OKJIHKHYJa:

— JHxek! BanacTep roBopHT, yTo TH CMOXellb Bep-
HYTb CBOIO MaMAThb!

LlITopM AaBHO yXe NPHUBHK K MaHepe Danbep BXOAHThL
H BBIXOAHTb CcoBeplleHHO 6e33By4HO, Kak Kowka. OH cno-
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KOfHO TMOCMOTpea Ha Hee M y/ibIGHyJca. MoOpLIMHKH B
Yronkax CHHHX [J1a3 clejlaJiiChb ellie ray6ike.

— ByneM nagesaTbest Ha ayyuiee! — IlITopM nomowen K
daubep W NPHTAHYN ee K cebe.

OHa 3aHepBHHMuUana:

— J>Kek, moka Tbl TYT NMPOXOAHJ MeAHLHHCKOe oGcJe-
JloBalHe, sl COBepllleHHO cay4yaHHO yBHAesna J[xoHaTaHa.

Jxonatan — npasaa pyka Ceatoro KanunHa — Gbun
eMHCTBEHHbIM OCTaBLUMMCS B XHBbIX MOCJe 3JI0CYaCTHOMH
3KCMefHLHH YOKepoB.

— Tul roBopusia ¢ HHM? — GbicTpo cnpocun IiTopm.

— Her... oH HaxomuTCs B KOMe, HO OHH He 3HAIOT, YTO
CJY4YHJIOCb, — Ha HeM HeT HHMKAaKMX cjefoB. — Ouanbep
Bagpordyna. — Thl 3Haews, BoKpyr [)KOHaTaHa ceituac
TaKasi OXpaHa, KaKoil sl y)ke AaBHO He BHAeJa. A MoTOM...
He moxoxe 370 Ha CpsToro Kanuua — B3ATh YejoBeKa ¢
co6oi, a notoM 6POCHTH ero.

J>Kek moKauaJsl ToJioBOM:

— dnubep, Bo3bMH cebst B pykH! Thl CAHIIKOM CHJIbHO
6ecnokouiubcs!

Dnubep BHITAHY/A LI M NOCMOTpesa NPsIMO B riasa
Itopmy:

— Becnokoloch? Ha... Ho Thl MHe Haeulb CJAHWIKOM
MHOTO NOBOAOB ANs GecrnokolicTaal

JXKeK HaKJIOHHJICA K ee JIHLLY H MoLesoBa/l MaJleHbKHH
ZpoxKallHi nofGopoaokK, a NoTOM AOBEPYHBO H THXO CKa-
3aJ:

— 3Haelb, HaBepHoe, MHe Hafo GyfeT MOBHAATbCS C
J>KOHaTaHOM HO TOro, KaK MeHsi yneKyT B KPHOreHHYIO
kaMepy. Kaxkercsi, sTa nmpouesypa 3aiMeT AHA YeThipe, a
To M Gosblue.

Aanbep TpsAxHysNa rojoBoi. Ilepex ee rsmasamu Bce
ele ctosuio GoJsbluoe Ge3xH3lieHHoe Teso JI)KoHaTaHa,
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onyTaHHOe Pa3HOLBETHLIMH NPOBOAAMH H HakKphITOe 6eJoi
npocThiHed. MeAHLUHHCKHE MOHHTODPH HCMPAaBHO COO6WaNH
0 TOM, YTO )XXMSHb B OpraHH3Me JIHYHOro oxpaHHuka Kanu-
Ha eJie-eJle TeIJIHJIaCh.

— Kak THl aymaelub, 5TO BO3MOXXHO? — THXO CMpPOCHJ
Jxek.

— O Bcex peanusx Hawero ObITHSI TeGe Jyylle KOH-
CYJbLTHPOBaTbCS Y MeHs, cosfaT. — Dinbep B3ApoOruyna, u
H3 ee ryla3 XJbIHYJH cje3bl. — § He aymaio, uto y Jhxo-
HaTaHa MOTYT GbITb KaKHe-TO BO3PaXKeHHs HJH cooGpaxe-
Husi. OH Xe eje XuB. A notom... MHe npuxoauTes Tak
CHJILHO BOJIHOBaTbcfl 3a Tebs...

— DBniBanu BpeMeHa, Korga Mbl yMeJH HaHTH ApYyr
Ipyra H CKBO3b HECKOJIbKO TaJlaKTHK, — npHnomHua JDxek
H NpHXal K ceGe mujauyulylo dau6Gep.

OH npHMOZHAN ec roJioBY, BbiTep cJie3bl C ria3 H
roueJsoBaJ ee HOJrHM TfoleayeM. B rsnaszax y Daubep
3aKpYXXHJIHCb BCce MHpBI, BCe NJaHeThl, Bce 3Be3fbl.



FAABA 3

— f nepexBaTtua coo6iuenue 3eneHbix PyGauwek, —
ckasan BanpoBep Banactep, maxke He MNBITasicb CKPLITh
BbIpaXKe€HHSI JOBOJILCTBA H TOPAOCTH, MOKPHBHBLLUEro JH-
HHIO MyXJHIX Ty6. ’

— Bbl XXe BHAMTE, UTO A 3aHAT! — KamnpH3HO OTBETHJI
HMIepaTop, MOrpy»KeHHbIH B paGoTy ¢ KapTOTeKOH KOMIMb-
IOTepHbIX NAHHBIX.

— Takue Marepnanbl He HrHopupyiot, — DBanactep
yCMeXHyJicsl H TosoXHJ nepen Ilenvcom HeGoabmioli Juc-
TOK C KOMNBIOTEPHOH pacneyaTkoH.

Ilenuc HexoTs B3SJ JIHCTOK M mpo6exkan no HaGpaH-
HbIM MEJIKHM LUDH(TOM CTpOYKaM.

— I'me BBl 3TO pa3go6LIIM? — CNPOCHJ OH YAHBJIEHHO,
H ero pbKHe BOJIOCH COTHEYHbIMH NPOTyGepaHLiaMH B3MeT-
HyJlHcb Hajl FOJIOBOM. '

— Onu noiTanuch nepepath ato LlTopMy, Koraa Ml
KOHBOHPOBaJIH €ro 4epe3 KOCMOMNOPT, HamloJIHEHHbLIH BoC-
CTaBLIHMH YOKepaMH.

INennc ewle pa3s B3rJsSHYJ Ha pacluigpoBKy CeKpeTHO-
ro mocJjaHus:

— Bynm yoxepos nomosicem coxpanume 8auLy 3uU3Ho, —
MeJJIeHHO, TIOUTH Mo cJloraM NpoYHTas uMnepatop. — Xdem.
Ho8bix nodpobrocmeii. — VMimnepatop Ilenuc oTKHHYJCH
Ha CMUHKY MArkoro KoxaHoro Kpecsa. — Hy urto x. Mul
Jorapgannchk, uto IlITOopM Kak-To- cBfizdaH ¢ 3eJsieHBIMH
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Py6alwkamu, a 3Ta HaxoAKa NoATBepxXAaeT HaluH noaospe-
nusa. KctatH, a Jl)Kek 3HaeT, YTO 3TO MocJiaHHe O6blJIO
nepexsayeHo?

— [ymalo, Her, Bauwe BesnnuyecTBo, — H3OrHyJcsi B
nogoGocTpacTHOM TNokJoHe Banactep.

INenuc KMBRYJ H BKJIOYHJ MH(POPMALHOHHBIA KOMIMb-
IoTep, Ha 3KpaH KOTOPOro mnocTynaJja HHpopMaLHA co Bcex
nnaHet Tpuaackoro Tpona.

— TlownuTe no 06GbIYHBIM KaHa/laM CBSI3H KaKylo-
HHOYynb HHGOpPMaLUMIO O TOM, YTO GYHTYIOLIHE YOKephl
TOJIbKO yXyAalwaT nmosioxxeHHe llITopMa, — KHBHYN HMIe-
paTop MHHHUCTPY mMoJHUHMH. — M ewe HHopManuio o
TOM, UTO MHe HaJjoeJso NOoTaKaTb IPa*KAaHCKHM BBICTYR-
JIeHHsIM, U B OJMXKalillee BpeMsl i BbIHYXHIeH 6yay B
KOpHe M3MeHHTb CBOIO BHYTPEHHIOIO MOJHTHKY M 3aHATh-
csl noaaBneHHeM GYHTOB.

— Cnaywmaioch, Bame BennuecTBo, — LiesKHYs Kabay-
KaMH BanpgoBep. — A Kak GbiTb C JeBYLUKOH?

— A-al Hy, nockoJIbKy B JaHHbIH MOMEHT OHa SIBAfeTCA
aas J>xeka HCTOYHHKOM GeCKOHEYHOro CYacThf, HaM IpH-
neTcst o6CyAHTb 3TOT BOMpOC: MO3AHEE.

Banactep KMBHYJ H nofolues K ABepH.

— BaunpmoBep! — uyTb MOBepHYB TOJIOBY OKJHKHYJ
HMIlepaTop.

MHHHCTP OCTaHOBHJICS:

— §1 Becb — BHHMaHHe.

— Mb 3HaeM, uTto neris namatH Jlxeka Illtopma
6blJia H3BJeyela M3 XpaHHJHLL pocToBLHLUEl CanH, — Bo-
JIochl HMIepaTopa KauyHYJHCb Haj roJoBOM H 3aTpeulalH.
— DTo 3HAYMT, YTO OHa XpaHH/Ia ee Yy cebsi KaK 3a/or Moj,
onHH u3 3aiiMoB. Hapneioch, Bbl yXKe BHISICHHJIH, KTO 3aJ10-
JKHJI POCTOBIUHLE NaMATb Hallero philaps?

— IToka ner, Bawe Beanuectso...
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— OTo XH3HeHHO Ba)KHas HH¢opmauusa! — oT HeTep-
neHus [lenxc ga)ke 3aTonas HOraMH B YepHBIX JJAKHPOBaH-
HbIX GOTHHKax.

BangoBep kupHyJI.

— Ha, ¥ ellle... — HMNepaTop NOCMOTPe] B XOJNOLHbLIE
ryasa MHHHcTpa. — IlpesugeHT JloMHHHOHA TMPOCHT nepe-
CMOTpeTb MPOLEHTHbIE CTAaBKH MOJ HX 3aiiMbl. PHHAHCHPO-
BaHHe BOEHHBIX NeHCTBHH YHOCHT ropaszao 6oJibllie CpefCTB,
4yeM Mbl AyMaJiH. A eLue — OHH OYeHb NPOCSAT BbIIAEJHTb ABe
HOMNOJIHUTEJIbHble efMHHLbl AJAf HX 3Be3fHoro ¢Jora.

TemHble rnasa Banactepa 3aMeTHO nocBeTJeNiH:

— §l nymalo, uTO Mbl CMOXeM BBHIMOJHHTL 06Ge HX
npocLOLI.

— Xopowo, — uMMepaTop KHBHYJ W NPHUIJAajHa Ha-
3JIeKTPU30BaHHble BoJiochl. — §1 Hajelochb, YTO 3Ty BOMHHY
HaM yJpacTcsi BbIHIPaTh.

MUHHCTP NOKJIOHHJICA W BHILIEJ 32 ABEpPH.

* % %

B MaseHbkoM BecTHOlOJle LEHTPajLHOH pe3HAEHUHH
yokepoB orpoMHasi ¢urypa JlHHapo BhIrjsiiesa 0COGeHHO
BHYIWIHTeNbHO. PsinoM ¢ aTHM MoJsionuem Banpgosep Bana-
CTep UyBCTBOBaJ Ce6fil KaK-TO HeyBepeHHO W CMYTHO —
TOLUHH, NMOYTH HeMaTepHa/NbHbIH, KaK TeHb, 6eClOMOLLHbIH
U GeccHsbHBIA. OH 06HaXKHJ CBOM JKeJsIThie 3yGbl B XOJIOA-
HOM BLILIKOJNIEHHOM ynBIGKe: _

— 4 6naronapeH BaM 3a TO, YTO Bhl NPENOCTABHJH MHe
BO3MOXXHOCTb BCTPETHTbCS C BaMH. o

JHHapo KHBHYZ:

— DTo MecTo /IS Hac CBATO, MHHHCTP. 5 Hajeloch, uTo
Bac He OYeHb CMYTHT pa3roBop B BecTHG1oJie. KoHeuHo, y
Hac eCTb M LUMPMHI, M 3BYKOHeNpoHHLaeMbie KaGHHKH, a
eciu 66 CesiToit KanuH 6bla 3[ech, OH HaBepHSiKa NPUHAM
6bl Bac B CBOMX anapTaMeHTaX, Ho...
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— Ha-na. — BannoBep HbIpHyJ B KPecJo 33 MaJleHb-
KOM roGesieHOBOH IWIHPMOH H C HHTepecoM MocMoTpeJ,
KaK orpoMHblit JIliHapo yca)kuBaeTcsi Ha CTOSILUHIA psaoM
Kano6HO CKpHNALWHKH AnBaH. Koraa-Tu sT0ro BOHHCTBEH-
Horo yokepa npurpea Jxek llTopm, npuHsa ero B
pbillapH, crnacast OT FHeBa HMnepaTtopa Ilenuca, M Ha-
yuuJ BiageTb 6poHeKocTioMoM. KoHeuHo, Bce 3T0 nena-
jsoch mno npocb6e Cpartoro Kanwna u3s Bayuwna — B
NyTelleCTBHAX Ha OTAaJNeHHble MJaHeTh JlOMHHHOHa
yoKepaM oO4YeHb uacTo TpeGoBajach BOeHHas OXpaHa.
Ceriyac HOuHapo cuutancs npeemHukom Ero Cesteitie-
CTBa, W 3Ta penyTauds 3alldllaja ero Kpenuye Jio6oi
6poun. Banactep o6ausan nepecoxuine ry6bl ¥ THXO
cKasaux:

— §1 npuuwes, yTo6bl NOCMOTPETb, CMOTY JIH A /IS Bac
yTo-HHGYAL chenaTb, Moka HeT Cesitoro Kanuua.

Juuapo apornyn. Ero pyka, nexxawas Ha gepeBSHHOM
NMOAJIOKOTHHKe AHMBaHa, CXajacb B KyJakK:

— Camoe Jyyulge, 4TO Bl CMOXKeTe CAeJaTh, TaK 3TO
y6paTh nauly oxpaiy. Bech 1oM yxe nponmax TpakaMH, —
MOMOPLIHJIC MOJIOfOH YOKep

— Ho Beapb puiuapy HaxofsaTcst 3flech AAS Baluei Xe
6e30MacHOCTH! — ¢ NPHTBOPHLIM YAHBJIeHHEM BOCKJHKHYJ
MHHHCTP.

— PasBe Tpaku MoryT GuiTb philapsiMH? — 6pesraHBo
nomopuuacs Iunapo.

— §1 coobiy 06 3TOM HMMepaTopy, — HeonpeaeseHHO
KHBHYN Banacrtep

KoneuyHo, 3To 6bln nycToH pasroBop, HH CHHMaTh
OXpPaHy H3 )XyKoo6pasHBIX TPaKoB, HH cO06WAaTb O
Nofo6GHOM >KeJJaHHH yoKepoB HMnepaTopy BaupmoBep He
cobupancs, H oHu ¢ JIMHapo mnpekpacHo 3Halax 06
3TOM.
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— Cnacu6o 3a 3a60Ty, MUHHCTP, — KHBHYJ yOKep. —
Codxanelo, HO MHe Haflo HATH H 3aHUMAaTbCSl HEOTJ/I0XKHBIMH
JeJlaMH.

BanpnoBep, Bce elle CHAALUWH B KpecJie, CHH3Y BBepX
nocMmoTtpea Ha JluHapo:

— [Ha, na, s noHHMalo, ceHyac y Bac MHOro [hed.
BoamoxkHo, koraa nompaBHTcsi J)KOHaTaH, OH CMOXeT
BEepHYTbCSI K CBOMM 06si3aHHOCTAIM noMoluHHka Ero Css-
TelillecTBa, XoTA caM KanuH Bce elle He BepHyJicA Ha
nJaHery...

JuHapo nocuHeJs M u3aMeHHJcs B avue. OH cxBaTHJCA
3a roJIoBY H IUJIIOXHYJCS Ha ape6e3»KallHil BCeMH CBOMMH
pP>KaBbIMH NpPY>XHHaMH OHBaH:

= Yro BHI MMeeTe B BHAY?

MHHHUCTP CMYTHJICS:

— Ha? A a gymaJ, yTo BaM yXe pacckasaji 06 3TOM...
Heckonbko Henenb Hasan IxkoHaTaH Gbla JOCTaBJ/eH K HaM
OJHHM M3 HawHxX KopcapoB. OH 40 CHX Nop He MPHXOLHT
B.ce6sl, H N0O3TOMY 06eCOKOeHHbIH UMIMEpPaTOp AEPXKHT ero
B co6CTBEHHOM ABOPLOBOM rocnuTtase. I oueHb coxanelto,
JuHapo, HO A1 AeHCTBHTEJNBLHO AyMaJl, YTO BaM 06 3TOM yxke
H3BeCTHO.

YoKkep AepHyJCS H OMATb BCKOYMJ Ha Hord. CHHHI
UBeT collle]l C ero JHUa, YCTYNHB MeCTO JHXOPaLouHOMY
pymsuuy. JKOHaTaH OTHpaBHJICS B MyTellecTBHe BMecTe
co CesaTeiM KanWHOM, 3HauHT, HMNepaTop CKpbiBaJ OT
BPEeMEHHOro IJIaBbl YOKepOB XXH3HeHHO BaXKHYI0 HHGopMa-
LUHYO

— {1 xorten Gbl... — ronoc IuHHapo 3agpoxan. — £
xoTes Obl yBuAeTh [>KoHaTaHa.

Banactep noxas nieyamu:

— 51 noHnmalo Baile GecnoKoMCTBO, Belb pa3roBop C
JI>koHaTaHOM MoxkeT nomoub oThickaTb CBsToro Kanuna.
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Ho Baw copaTHHK R0 cHX mop 6e3 cO3HaHHsl, KaXKeTcs, OH
B IIOKe, TaK UTO NOroBOpHTb C HHM HeJb3s. [1paBaa, Bpaun
FOBOPSAIT, UTO €CTb Hajle)kAa BLITALUHTL €ro ¢ Toro cBeTa Ha
3TOT.

— A ILltopm ero BHaea?

MHUHHUCTP OTpHLATEJbHO MOKayaJ roJIoBOH:

— Komanaup LlTopM — yenoBeK OCTOPOXHBIH H
o6CcTOATENbHbIA, H XOTA 1 yBepeH B TOM, YTO, BbI310pPO-
BeB, JI)KoHaTaH cTaHeT OJHHM H3 ero ¢aBOpHTOB, B
NaHHbBIH MOMEHT y KOMaHAHpa pelllaped MHOro CBOHX
3a6or.

JluHapo nomoJyal, AbiTasch NPHAYMaTbh XOTb KaKoH-To
BbIXOJ M3 CHTYalHH, H HaKOHell 3aMeTHJ:

— HaBepHoe, Ha nMnepaTtopa npHaerTcsl okasaTb JaBJe-
HHe... )

BaHpoBep cMaxHyJl NblJb CO CBOEro TEMHOro NnapajHo-
ro MyHIMpPa H YCMeXHYJCH.

— Hmneparopy Ilenucy Hapmoeso norakaTh rpax-
NaHCKHUM GecnopsiikaM, — MeAJIeHHO cKa3alnl oH. — K
Tomy »Ke, LlITopm 3Haer, yTo [[>KOHaTaH Bcerga y Hero
non pykoii. Beab yenoBeK B KOMaTO3HOM COCTOSIHHH He
BCTaHeT C MOCTeNH H He MoHAeT MPOryinsTbCs MO YJH-
uaM ManbTeHa! A H3 OGWIHPHBIX BJaJeHHH YOKepoB
MOJ>XHO M3BJleUb KOe-KaKylo MoJjib3y, KOHEYHO, NoKa OT-
cyrctByer CBatoit Kannn u3 Bayuna, — MHHHCTp onmy-
CTHJl TJla3a H 3aroBopus coBceM THxo. — Hukakoro
cexpera B ToM, uto llITopm xoueT cMecTuTh [lenuca c
Tpuanckoro Tpona, HeT. A aaa Toro, 4To6Hl ocylie-
CTBHTb 3TO, €My HY)XHa nopasepxka. MMenHo aas sto-
ro OH HaJla)KMBaJl OTHouweHHsa ¢ 3ejseHbiIMH Py6awka-
MH, a Tenepb coGupaeTcsi Ro6paThbCs M 1O YOKEpoB
Tak uto otcyrcrBHe CssiToro KannHHa BXxomuT B cepy
ero JIHYHbIX HHTepecoB.
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JlvHapo. 3afbiial, Kak 3arHaHHbIi 3Bepb, H MOCMOTpen
GoJie3HeHHBIMH T1a3aMH KyAa-TO B AaJIbHHIl KOHelLl BeCTH-
6104111.

— Tak BBl 3HaeTe 3TO... — HaKOHElL-TO NMPOH3HEC OH.

— §I — MHHHCTpP MOJHUHH, — KHBHYJ Banacrep. —
Kak Bbl noHHMaeTe, 6e3 pa3BelblBaTeJbHLIX OPraHoB f
nHyero He 6yny ctouTb. Urto ke kacaercs Ilenunca, Tak
OH MOH HMMMepaTop, M [JaXe eC/lH OH OueHb HyXAaeTcf
B nomouwn [xeka lltopma, s He Konebnsach coobuly
eMy O TOM, YTO.OH MOJIb3yeTCHA OYeHb OMAaCHBIM HHCTPY-
MEHTOM.

— Buagumo, TOuHO Tak e MOCTYMJIO H fl, — THXO
oTo3Bajncs MoJsonoit yokep. — Cnacu6o, Banactep. Bul
cOoOGLIMIH MHe O4eHb BaXKHYIO MH(}pOPMaLHIO.

BanpoBep Boi6paJicst H3-3a WKMPMBI, KHBHYJ JlHHapo:

— Bceraa 6yny BaM pan! — u Boiles Ha yauuy. Toabko
MHHOBaB OXPaHY H3 ILEJKAIOWHX MaHUHPSAMH TPaKOB, MH-
HUCTp MO3BOJIHA cebGe NOGEeAOHOCHO YJIbIGHYTbCH.

* % %

HItopM cTosin y moctenu [xoHaTaHa, ropasgo Gosee
noxoAsilied Ha GoJbliHe AeTCKHe sicaH. Dnnbep AeHCTBH-
TeJIbHO He TNpeyBeJIHYHBaJa: OT TOrO YesJioBeKa, KOTOPOro
paubliie 3Han J[XKek, ocTajach TOJIbKO 06oJs0uKa.

JInuHn# TenoxpanuTe b KannHa 6bl/1 OrpOMHBIM, CHJIb-
HbLIM M, BMecCTe C TeM, 3aCTEHYMBHIM, KaK peGeHOK. A
ceifuac oH noxynesa H o6Msik, 6yaTo 6bl caoMmaJics B camoil
cepefiHHe cBoero ecrecTBa. MepHoe GysbKaHbe, LIEJYKH U
NOCTYKHBaHHA paboTalolleil annapaTypbl HamoJHSJIH KOM-
HaTy OauGep, cTosiwas pagoM c J>kekoM, B3LporHyna H
nonsiTHaach kK asepH. «HMuTepecHo, — noayman Iltopm, —
Korjla MeHsl OThiCKaJH Ha GJayxjalolieM Kopabse MocJe
CeMHafLUaTH JIeT KPHOreHHOro CHa, i O6bJ B TaKOM Xe
COCTOSIHHH?»
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dnubep 6blna oveHb GnenHoit. OHa B34oXHYyJ/a H THXO
ckasana Jlxeky:

— OHH NoCTaBHJH ero Ha HCKyCCTBeHHoe XH3Heobec-
feyeHHe cpa3sy e Mocjie TOro, Kak OThicKaJH. A ¢ Tex nop
eMy C KaXIblM JHeM CTaHOBHMTCSl XyXe H Xyxe.

Lltopm nocMoTpesn Ha MoHuTOpbl. KosoHku uudp,
NoKasblBalolliHe, B KaKOM COCTOSIHHH HaXOMHTCS OPraHH3M
60JIbHOTO, a)Ke TaKOMY HeBEeJIHKOMY CNeLHaJHCTy B MeaH-
LHHe, KaK OH, TOBOPHJIH, UTO YeJIOBEK, JieXKalMH nepes
HUMH, BpAJ JIH Korga-HHGYAb MOAHHUMETCS C MOCTEJH.

Jlxek mocMoTpes Ha GoOJblIOH 3KpaH, 3aHHMAIOLHH
NnoJIoBUHY cTeHbl. To, YTo HaGjiogeHHe 3a JoHaTaHOM
BeJIOCh MOCTOSIHHO, GbIJIO €My TNOHSITHO, @ BOT ONpEeReHTb,
yesJOBEeK HJIH KOMNbIOTEp OCYLMecTBJsIET ero, OH He MOT.

— Kakue y Hero waHchl? — cnpocha Ikek, nogoHas
K 3KpaHy MOCTOSIHHOrO HabJofeHHs .

— Ero »H3Hb MOXXHO MoAep>KHBaTb CKOJIbKO YroAHO,
HO GyHeT JM B 3TOM CMbIC/... — 3KpaH He 3aropeJicsl, HO
10 HepOBHOMY roJjiocy, pasfiaBlieMycsi B MUKpodoHe, LlITopm
MOHSJI, YTO pPa3roBapHBaeT He C MAlUKHOM, a C YeJIOBEKOM.
Jla u caM cMmbical OTBeTa BbiAaBaJ YHCTO YeJoBeueCKHH
MO3Tr — MalIHHY Bcerja GecroKOHJ/H TOJIbKO MeXaHH4YeCKHe
(YHKUHH, 0 CMbIC/Ie XXH3HH H ee LieJIH OHa 3afyMaThCfl He
MorJa.

Jxkex BarnsiHya Ha DauGep, Bce elle CTOSLLYIO Y
BXONHOH ABepH, H THXOHbLKO CIIPOCHJI:

— Kax 1ol aymaeus, J»koHaTaH NpUMHpPHUJICSA CO cBoeil

y4acThbIo?
| Aaubep nokauala roJioBoH:

— 4 ne 3naio, Jxek.

OH XMBbIKHYA:

— A xanb. Hanpumep, MHe XoTesochb OB NOHSITH,
yBe3au KanMHa WK OH yexan mo cOGCTBEHHOMH BoJe.
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— Kasun uu 3a uto He ocTaBuan 6bl JKoHaTana B
TaKOM COCTOSIHHH, — C HerofoBaHHeM OTBeTHJa OHa.

— He rosopn Tak, daubep, — nokauan rosiosoii Jxex.
— Tloxka Mbl BHAHM Kak pa3 o6paTtHoe — KanuH octaBua
ero. A BoT 1o co6CTBEHHON BOJIe WM NO NPHHYXIAEHHIO —
3TO BOIpOC.

Hlexu Dnnbep 3ajHJHCh NbUIAOWIKM PyMAHLEM:

— Ilxek LLITopM, KaK >Ke Tbl MOXelllb TAKOe FOBOPHTb!

JI>)KeK nocMoTpesi Ha Hee KPOTKO H HEXHO:

— MHe Hago 3HaTh, a MO3TOMY R 006s3aH 3ajnaBaThb
ponipochl. Kto nawesn JDkonataHa? Kyma oHu Jsetanu?
MoxeT 6biTb, CBaATOH Kanuu noceuian Kakne-TO MHTHHTH
Ha nepHdepuH JloMHHHOHA, H TaM HX 3acTHIIH 6ecnopsaf-
KH? A MOXeT GbiTb, OHH GBIJIM NepexBayeHbl KeM-TO HeH3-
BeCTHbIM? ['le HCKaTb BHHOBHMKOB — Cpefd BparoB HJH
cpeau apyseit? Bot B uem Bonpoc.

danbep mopola K HEMY M THXO CKasanja:

— HsBunuy, a 51 aymana...

Jxex yapiGHyJcs H NOCMOTPeJl Ha YeJIOBeKa, Jiexxalie-
ro B OFpOMHONM MERHLHHCKOH JIOJNbKe:

— JxoHataH, Beab Thl 661 M MOHM ApyroM. Uro 6ul
Thl paccKasaj MHe, ecau Gbl NMpHlIeJq B cO3HaHHe?

IITopM MOJIOXKHJ CBOIO PYKY Ha HeroABHXKHOe NJeyo
nepBoro nomoluHuka Kaauva. Bapyr — no 6e3xH3HeHHOMY
TeJly NpoKaTHJach cyfopora. Dnubep oxHyJjla OT H3ymJe-
HHSl, ¥ 3BYK ee rojioca CJIHJICS C CHpPeHOH BKJIOYHMBlUeHcS
CHTHA/M3aLMH. DKpaHBl MOHHTOPOB 3aCBETHJIMCh BCMbILI-
KaMH sipkoro cBeTa. JXKek OTAEpPHYJN PYKY H HHCTHHKTHB-'"
HO OTCKOYMJ Ha LIar oT KpOBaTH. ’

— Yro npoucxoauT? — KpHKHYJa danbep rosocom,
HanpsXKeHHBIM OT CTpaxa.

Teno I)xonataHa npbirano H HaBHBajoch. M3-3a Kou-
BYJIbCHH HapyLIHJHCh KOHTaKThl, H cefiyac MHOro TpoBo-
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I0B, MHTAIOWHKX TeJso, BHceso B Bo3ayxe. [lKex 3Hal, 4To
BpauH BOT-BOT GYAYT 3fiecb, a MOKa eMy Haflo XOTb KaK-TO
ynep>kaTbh GosbHOro Ha kpoBaTH. OH nofoues K yokepy H
06XBaTHJI ero TeJ0 CBOMMH CHJIbHBIMH TPEeHHPOBaHHLIMH
pPyKaMH.

LITopMy Ka3anoch, UTO BpeMsi TeyeT O4eHb MeJIeHHO,
KaK HacCTOSIMIA TsXKeblit 3arycTeBlIHi MeR, a oH, Jkek,
3acTpsI1 B €ro ryille H He MOXeT BhIGpaTbcsl Hapyxky. OH
capitan rojoc daH6ep, HO He Mor pa3oGpaTh CJIOB, KOTO-
pble OHa roBOpHJIA, — OHH GBbUIH CJMIUKOM PacTSHYTHIMH
st Hero. OH XOTeJ MOHATb, YTO NMPOUCXOAHT, H BCTIOMH-
HaJl MyYHTeJbHO H [I0JIr0, 4YTO BbiBeCTH DinGep H3 paBHO-
BeCHsl OYeHb TPYAHO, HO MBICAM NYTalAHMCb H YBS3alH B
ryctoii Mmacce BpemeHH. llITopM He Mor NoHATb HHyero. OH
He OlUylla] TOH 3HeprHH, KOTopoi HamojHsIH Teno Jxo-
HaTaHa pa6oTaioliHe NpHGOPLI, He CJablilajd Tpecka 3JeKT-
PHUECKHX Pa3psloB, OT KOTOPbIX AbIGOM BCTaBalH BOJIOCHI,
OH BHJeJ OfHO: PYKH JIHYHOro TeJjoxpanuTeas Kaanna
CXBaTHJIHCb 32 €r0 PYKH H TSHYJIH ero ynpyroe TeJio BHH3,
a ryasa — [0 3Toro 6e3)KH3HEHHO 3aKphiThie — LUHPOKO
PacKpbIHCh M YCTaBHJIHCh B NOTOJIOK.

— ITomoruTte! — rpomko npoxpunes 60JbHOH, H BpauH
rocnuTaJs BbIpBaJH ero H3 pyk Jxkeka.

* k %

— 3Orta KoMa Oblja Bbi3BaHa IHMHO30M. — Basactep
YMOKHYJ M momxan GaenHble ry6ul. — KcTaTH, rHnHo3omM
oyeHb MnJioxoro Kayectsa. HackoJsibko i noHuMaio, JI)KoHa-
TaH Mor 6bl yMepeTh.

— CamorunHosom? — pacTepsiHHO nmepecnpocha Jxek.

MHUHHCTP NOJHUMH NOXaJ NJeYyaMH:

— Kak sHatb! [lepcoHas roBopHT, YTO cedyac TeJso-
xpauutens Ero Cssareiiuwectsa otasixaet. Hackosbko st mo-
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HHMalo, OT Hero Bbl y3Hanu o Cpsartom KaauHe ropasno
GoJsibllie, YeM OT KOro-HHGyAb ApYyroro.

JI>XeK HaxMypuJicsl, BCMOMHHB NOTOK 6eCCBSA3HbIX CJIOB,
BHIMJICCHYBLUMXCS H3 JlXKoHaTaHa Nepej TeM, KaK Bpauam
ylanoch pasopBaTb HX PYKH.

~ -Bolocb, UTO M3 3TOr0 HHYEro HeJb3si MOHSTb, —
TAXEJIO B3[IOXHYB, CKa3ajl OH.

— IMousTHo, — ¢ sABHBLIM HeaOBepHeM B roJjoce Npous-
Hec MWHHCTP H MocMoTpeJ Ha Dinbep. — A Bbi? Boamox-
HO, BaM' yiaJloCb UTO-HHOYAb YJIOBHTb B 3TOM MOTOKe?

— §I? — Bagpornyna Dnubep. Ee suuo Bce ele 6bI0
HCCHHS-6JiefiHbIM. — Sl n-no-A-a-aymasna, 4To OH YMMpaerT,
— 3anMHafncb, CKasajaa oOHa.

BaHpoBep moMoJsyaJ M, HaAMeHHO 3aipaB rOJIOBY,
npoHsHec:

— U ato oropunno Bac, seau? Hackonbko s noHumaio,
B MaJlbTEHCKHX Tpylo6ax BaM TIPHXOAHJIOCH JOBOJIbHO-
TaKH 4acTo CTaJKHBAaTbCSl CO CMepThblo!

daubep BCMbIXHYJA, CXKajla KyJlaykH W yxKe XoTesa
OTBETHTb YTO-TO MHHHCTPY, HO J[XKeK BCTaJ MexXAay HHUMH
M 'C BLICOTH CBOEro pocTa MOCMOTpeJ Ha MasleHbKYIo H
wynayio ¢urypky Banacrepa:

— Bbl — MHHHMCTpP NOJIHLHH, — COKOHHO CKa3as OH. —
H noatomy Bbl JOJIAKHBI ¢ 60JbLIOH OCTOPOXHOCTbIO 06pa-
ILaTbCSl C HaXOASILIMMHCS C BaMH psaaoM JoabMH. MMnepa-
TOp HYXJaeTcsl He TOJbKO B BalMX JieJlaX, HO ¥ B BauleH
KOPPEeKTHOCTH.

BanacTep nonsiTuics K ABEepHOMY NpoeMy H cKasal
CKBO3b 3YyO6Hhl:

— HiMnepaTop nocJsian MeHsl K BaM, YTOGK! COOGLUMTD,
YTO 3aBTpa, a-a-3, Nnepef Balle#d NPOULEAYPOH... OH FOTOB C
BaMH BcTpeTHTbesi. C Apyroil cTOpoHb, Mbl 06a npemyn-
peXxaaeM Bac, YTO Bbl HaXOAUTECh B 6€30MaCHOCTH TOJBLKO
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B 3TOM Kpblie aBopua. Ho6poi HouH, jead Daubep- H
komaHaup LlltopM, — MHHHCTP OTKJaHA/NCA M Hcye3 3a
ZBEpbIO.

Onnbep B3ApOTrHyJNa W MoMaxaja B BO3flyXe PYKaMH,
6YATO MbITasicb OTOrHaTh OT cebsl JHMYYHH npH3pak Bau-
noBepa BanacTepa, M. onATh BCNOMHHJIa GeCroOMOLLHO Je-
*auero J)XoHaTaHa.

— Yiac! — moeXxHBLIKCH, CKa3aja OHa.

— Tol npaBa, — KuBHY. Ixek. — KananH He mor Gbl
GpPOCHTb ero no co6CTBEHHOH BoJie. A Mbl... HAaCKOJIbKO fl
NOHHMalo, HaM ONsATh NpHAeTCs pa3ouapoBaTh BaHmosepa.
daubep, Thl Morsa Gbl BRIBECTH MeHsi oTcioaa?

OHa npHxaJjach K HeMy:

~ Koneuno. Ho kyna Mbl moiigem?

— 3naews... — JKek 3agymancs. — Hs Ttoro, urto
roBopuJ Il>koHaTaH, 1 He NMOHAJ nouTH HH4yero. Ho caoBa
«KOMHaTa A/ MeQHTalHii» OH NOBTOPHJ TPH pa3a. 3Ha-
YHUT, C 3TOM KOMHATOM “CBAI3aHO YTO-TO OYeHb BaXKHOeE.

danbep noHHMalolle KHBHYJA:

— Xopouto, Ixek. 3Ha4HT, TyAa Mbl H OTIpPaBHMCH.

I % % %

KoMmHaTht CBﬂ'rqrg"Ké-nHHa OYyeHb MHOro CMOIJIH Obl
paccKasaTb 0 CBOeM BJiaJieJiblie BHHMATeJIbHOMY YeJIOBEKY.
Toro, uTo Ha YeJioBeYeCKOM S3blKe MNPHHATO Ha3bBaTh
pocKolublo, He OblJIo 3aechb M B noMHHe. M Bce e 3Ta
KOMHaTa 6blJla 60raTta ¥ POCKOLIHA — THICAYH YAHBHTeE/b-
HbIX 3KCMIOHATOB, BbIBE3EHHLIX H3 JlaJleKHX MHPOB, HamoJ-
HAnu ee. JKek oTabiancsa. VM Bce-TakH yaanoch NPOHHK-
HyTb B anapTaMeHThl Ero CBaTeiiuiecTBa, He MOTPEBOXKUB
HH TPaKoOB, CTOSILUHX Yy ABeped pe3HIeHUHH, HH 6AHTeNb-
HoOro yokepckoro nepcoHana. llITopm orasinysics no cropo-
HaM H C HeMOHSITHOH HoCTajbrHel MOAYMaJ, YTO y Hero
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HHKOrAa He O6blJIO Yrojika, KOTOpPbIH OH Mo mpaBy Mor Obl
Ha3BaTb CBOMM AOMOM. 32 PeAKHMH HCKJIOYEHHSIMH, MOYTH
BCerja eMy NpPHXOAHJOCH IOTHTbCSI JHG0 BO BpeMeHHbIX
NnoMelleHHaX, JH6o B Gapakax.

danbep oCTOpPOXKHO NpHceJia Ha MaJeHbKHI QHBaH-
YHK Y CTOJIHKa, CAeJaHHOro H3 HacTOofllero KpacHoro
HlepeBa.

— §1 elle HHKOrAa B >XH3HH He GblJla B KaJHHOBCKOH
KOMHaTe IJIl MefHTaUMil, — 3ayMuHBO CKa3aja OHa.

JKeK 3aMeTHJ YAHBHTEJbHYI0O YHCTOTY W ONpAT-
HocTb moMeleHHss. Co3apaBajioch BheyaTJeHHe, YTO XO-
35HH KOMHAaTbl OTJIYYHJICS Ha MHHYTY H BOT-BOT BepHeT-
cs Hasapm.

— OH naaHHpoBaJ BepHYTbCH, — THXO cKasaa llTopm.

— A MoXxeT GbITh, Y Hero GblJIO CIHIUKOM MaJjlo BpeMe-
HH Ha cGopbl, — po6Ko Bo3pasusa Daubep.

JIXKeK OCTaHOBHJIC Y Y3€HbKOH BHHTOBOH JIECTHHLIBI,
BellyllieH B KOMHATy [yl MEAHTAUMMH, H OTJIAHYJICS Ha CBOIO
CNYTHHLY:

— INognumemcn?

— H-Het! — HepeluHTesbHO CKa3ajla OHa.

OH yJnbIGHYACS: ’

— Xopouo. Toraa s f10iAy OAHH.

3a6ora u J1060Bb [>)KeKa YKpenHuJH NMCHXHKY Danbep
M 3arHajy 3a XeJle3aHY10 HelpoHHlaeMylo ABeplly ee mpe-
JKHHe, Myraiouide H IJIoXo NoAUYMHSIOLHecs el cnocoGHO-
CTH. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHH OHa ollyliaja CTPaHHLIA OroHb,
Kak M paHblie, npoGeralollHi no HepsaM, a HHoraa ei
Ka3ajlocb, YTO TaTYHPOBKH, KOTOPLIMH MOKPbLIJI ee TeJslo Ha
Buruu Bcemoryuuii XyccHs, onsTh NpocTynalioT CKBO3b
raankylo Geaylo koxxy. HaBepHoe, ee ceHcopHas cBepXuys-
CTBHTEJILHOCTb He NporaJja COBCeM, OHa 3aTaHJiach ¥ Crpsi-
Tajach [0 MOPHl 0 BPeMeHH.
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un6ep BHHMaTeJbHO ocMoTpena KoMHaTty. OHa uyB-
CTBOBaJa 3fiecb nNpHcyTcTBHe KanHHa, KaK 4yBCTBYIOT cJle
YJIOBHMBIH 3amaX HCMapHBIUMXCA LYXOB.

JlBepb B manaty Afas MefMTaLHi Obljla pacnaxHyTa, H
ek, HeMHOro nokxoJsie6aBlUKCh, BolleJ BHYTPb H OCMOT-
pesl KOMHaTy BHHMaTeJbHbIM, LUEeNKHM B3rJsLOM.

Buaumo, KoMHaTa A/l MeAMTaUHH OblJla LIEHTPOM, B
KOTODPLIH HanpaBJfIMCb HH(OPMalUHOHHble BOJHLI Bcex
MeaHTHpYIowHX yokepoB. Kak Tosnbko LllTopm mepecTynuia
MOpOr, ero OKPYXXHJH TpexmepHble 06pa3bl CaMbIX Pa3Ho-
06pasHBIX MHPOB — HaBepHoOe, BCeX, C KOTOPbIMH COMpPHKa-
caJicsl 4yeJIOBeK CO BpeMeHH BBIXOfa B KOCMOC.

OrpaHHYeHHBbI}i OMbLITOM MaJleHbKOr0 MaTepHaJjibHOro
MHpa, KOTOpbIii OH Xopoluo 3HaJ, IIXeK 3acTbl/1 MocepenH-
He KOMHAaTbl M, Kak Obl 3allHULIasiCh, NMOAHSJ PYKYy: O, 3TH
BCeJleHHble, HaMJbIBalolde Ha Hero, GLIIH O4YeHb JipeBHH-
mu! OHH BO3HHKJIH FOPa3o paHblle MeckoB, BOMH, TPaKoB,
M Jaxce paHblie yejoBeKa. CaMbiM KpaellKOM CBOero Ha-
TPEHHPOBAHHOIO CO3HAaHHA OH MOT 3aXBaTHTb 06pa3sbl
Hopmaup Ctang, Onyca, ManbTeHa, NOTOM... KOMOK cJse3
HEOXXHAAHHO MOACTYMHJI K ero ropsay: MHMOJIETHBIM 3eJe-
HelolWHM BHAEHHEM B .er0 CO3HaHHH BO3HHK Kspon -
NOKPEITHIA JlecaMH, le6GeuyylMMH NTHUAMH, elle He cO-
HoKkeHHbIH orHeM. KapoH... JlXKeK nolueBesHj pacTonbipeH-
HbBIMH B Bo3JyXe MaJbliaMH, H JaJeKHH MHpP C SICHOH
OTYeTJIMBOCTHIO BCMBIXHYJ Y Hero nepep ryasamy. Bugenue
OblIO AJIMTEJbHbIM H YAHBHTEJbHO OTYET/IHBbLIM. B KoHue
KoHuoB 1LITopM NoHsJ, 4To eMy CJ/eflyeT OTOMTH, H NpHCcea
Ha CKaMeliKy, Ha KOTOpoH O6blYHO MeAHTHpoBaja KanuH.

BhicTphle SICHBIE KAPTHHLI IPOHOCHJIMChL CKBO3b CO3Ha-
HHe J[)KeKka 10Jro, a MOTOM OH OLYTHJI, UTO IJ1a3a ero yxe
He ¢oKycHpyloT o6beKThl. KaxkeTest, ewe mapa ceKyHm —
u IllltopM BnageT B HacToswHi TpaHc. [lecuanas naaHera
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MuJioc MesibKHYJ1a Nlepefi HHM BMeCTe C TsKeJILIMH Bocro-
MHHaHHAMH H pacchinajgach B MoJyTeMHOM Bo3sayxe. ek
Gbls1 MOTPSICEH.

— JIXek! — OTKy#a-TO CHH3Y OKJIHKHyJa ero diu-
6ep. — C ToGojt BCe B mopsamke?

— OcraBaics BHH3Y. §I He HallleJl TYT HHYero HHTepec-
HOro, — OTKJIHKHYJICSl OH.

Bbixoas u3 ceHcopHoro noas, llropm orasuynca —
njaaHera Mujoc MeJbKHyJa TAe-TO Ha CaMOM Kpalo ero
nepHgepHyYeCcKOro 3peHHs W Norpysuyach B HeGhiTHe.



FnABA &

CupeHa TpeBOrH ryfies1a noji CBoOAaMH HMIepaTOPCKOro
nsopua. daubep BCKOYHMJA H 3aTpsicjia roJIOBOH, NbiTasch
OTOPOCHTb OCTAaTKH CHa.

— UTo cayuynsioch? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHa.

J>XKek ceql Ha KpOBaTH M TMOMBITAJCS YJIOBHTb THI
CHTHaJla TPeBOTH, TYASLIEro H BOIOLIEro ¢ KaKOH-TO TOCK-
nuBoI0 cuioil. OH BCKOUMJ, HaTAHYN Ha ce6s GpIOKH,
py6aluKy W GOTHHKH, a NOTOM, MaxHYB DnHGep nockopee
OleBaThCsl, XPHIIO CKasad:

— Hackosbko st MOr'y MOHSITb, 3TO CHI'HaJl TPeBOTH H3
FOCMHUTaNbHOro oTceka. Uto-To cayunaoch ¢ J»KoHaTaHOM.

ITopm MeTHYyJIcS K ABepH. Daubep ofiepHy/a Ha cebe
Jlerkoe MJaTbHLe H ABHHYJAach 33 HHM.

B creHe, oTaesnBlUel MeIHUHHCKHI OTCEK OT KOPHMLO-
pa, HbIMHJACh OKpYr/iasi yepHasi Ablpa.

— Boxe moii! — cxBaTHsiach 3a rosioBy danbep. — OHH
NpPOGHJIH 3Ty CTEeHY HacKBO3b!

— OcraBaiics 3fiecb! — cTPOTMM rojiocom cKasan Jkek
H HarHyJscsl, TOTOBSICb HBIPHYTb B paclJiaBJieHHOe OTBep-
CTHe.

— Tlouemy? — xoTena ckasaTb JHGep, HO ee CJOBa
3arJIyLIHJ TPeCK XHTHHOBBIX MaHUHpeH TPaKoB, Geryuux
M0 AaNbHHM KODHAOPaM Ha CHTrHaj TPeBOTH.

— [Ha, oHn ckopo 6yayT 3gech, — GypKHya Jxek H
Hcye3 B pa3BOpPOYEHHOM AbIpe.
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dnubep nuIOHYAa M HulpHyaa Bcaen 3a IkekoM. B
cyMepKax MoMelLlUEeHHs] OHa pa3JjIHYHJIa OFPOMHYIO (HTypY B
6poHecKadaHpe, Nepek/IoYalolyl0 KOHTaKThl H HepBHO,
pBIBKaMH MbITaloLyloCcs BbicBo60aANTL Teno JkoHaTaHa H3
NPOBOAOB JaTYHKOB.

— Ornyctu ero, JduHapo! — THxo ckasan [kek.

YesioBeK B GPOHEKOCTIOME MelJIeHHO MOBepHYJICA:

— A! 310 BH! Tak Bbl JOCTaTOYHO ROArO MpPOGLIIH
pszoM c J>)koHaTaHoM, a ceHyac OH MpPHHAIJIEXHT MHe.
Ionpo6yiite — oT6epuTe!

HitopM xoren 6pocHTbcsl Ha JIMHapo, HO HX CHJBI
6blJIM BOMHIOLle HepaBHbl: OOWH — B GPOHHPOBAHHOM KoC-
TiIoMe Jyuluero obpasua, Apyroi — Boobule Ge3 Kakoro-
an6o opyxHus. Korpa-to Jkek cam TpeHHpPOBal BOHH-
CTBEHHOro yoKepa, H TOT ofelllal cO BpeMeHeM CcTaTb
ONHWM H3 JIYYIUHX philiaped HMNepaTopa, HO OH c6exxas u3
BOMCK, TaK H He JIOY4HBIUHCh A0 KoHUa, H llITopM oTanuHO
3Ha/n Bce ero cjaab6octH. Koneuno, IluHapo Bcerga Gbua
yesoBekom Cpsrtoro KanuHa, Tak 4To 06HXKaTbecsl Ha Hero
3a no6er M3 BOMCK He npuxoaunock. Ho To, 4TO OH
3aaymas chejiaTh ceHyac, BbIXOAMJIO 33 BCSIKHE paMKH
3[1paBoOro CMhICJA.

3a cnuHol JI>)Keka KOPOTKO H HCMYraHHO BCKPHKHY-
sna danbep. Kaxertcs, 10 Hee folues CMbICJA NMPOKHCXOASA-
utero.

JIHHapo MOAHAN pYKaBHLY H MOJLIXHYJ B TEeMHOTY
Jla3zepHbiM orHeM. JlxkeKk NpHTHyJicS H OLIYTHJ XKap mnpo-
Heclueicsl COBCEM pPAIOM C HHM pacKa/leHHOM CTpYyH, No-
TOM ynaJ Ha [oJ, MepeKkaTHjicsi, y caMbx Hor JluHapo
npHcesl Ha KOPTOYKH H, BBIXBaTHB H3 KapMaHa HOX H3
Hebblollerocsi, 0co60 NPOYHOro CTeK/a, BOTKHYJ €ro CHH3y
BBepXx B HeGoJbloe yray6ieHHe, B KOTOPOM pacnoJiarascs
HCTOYHHK >XH3HeobecrneuyeHHsi cKadaHApa.
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KHuH>Xan cBepkHyJ B BO3AyXe H NPOCKONb3HYA BHYTPb,
Ho [JlMHapo OTNpsIHYyJ B CTOPOHY, H KHHXXaJjl BLICKOYMJI.
JKeK cxKasicsl U XOTeJsl OTKaTHThCH OT yoKepa B GpoHeckKa-
(aHmpe, HO He ycrieJ, H MNOYYBCTBOBaJl MOULIHLIH Yyaap
KoBaHoro 6otuHka. CnaBa Bory, yaap npuulescs no kaca-
TeJbHOM, HHaye rpynHas kJjeTka lllTopma pa3Basniach 6bl,
KaK KapTOYHbIH JOMHK.

JIMHapo B3NOXHYJ, HarHyJcsi M BHITALUHJ YYTb OKpa-
LIeHHBIA KPOBbIO KHH)KaJl M3 3HepreTHYecKoro yazna cka-
¢danppa. 3Hauut, LlLITopM yMmyapuJics He TOJbKO NonacTb B
SHeproyses, Ho W NOpaHHTb caMoro yokepa. [Totrom —
pasoruyJicsi, nogusaa JxoHaTaHa M ¢ Goablo B rosoce
CKasan:

— He penah storo, komaHaup!

Jl>kek nocMoTpeJsi cHH3y BBepX Ha TeMHoOe, COBeplleH-
HO Henpo3payHoe CTekKJIO lljeMa:

— f1 He Mory no3BoJHTb Tebe cpenaTbh 310, HduHapo!

— Bo-nepBbiX, THl He MOXKellb OCTaHOBHTb MeHs, a BO-
BTOPLIX, s BHIMOJIHSAIO 3afjaHHe, a Thi — HeT.

Jek ycMexHyJcs:

— Tbl omnbaewbcs, npuaTeab. Ecan 6bl Thl NpoGhula B
cocTaBe philapeii mojoJjblie, Tak Thl Gbl NoJyvule ysHal
CBOM cJabble MecTa.

JuHapo psABKHYJ M onsaTh BLIMycTHN B JlXKeka Beep
Jla3epHOro OrHfl.

— A s-To ayman, — cKasaJ OH, — YTO Thi 3Haelllb, KTO
Hall HacTosWHHA Bpar!

. — 51 3nal0, He comHueBalica! — ckasan LliTopm u nphir-
HyJ npsiMo Ha [luHapo.

— A-a-al — rpoMKHM NpPOH3HTENLHBIM I'OJIOCOM 3aKpH-
yajsa daunbep.

JIXeK Tak H He MOHsJ, H3-32 Yero OHa Kpuyasia — H3-
8a HHX ¢ JlHHapo Wau 13-3a TOro, YTO B JaGOpPaTOPHIO OAHH
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3a OIHHM CTaJIH BroJI3aTbh BOOPY>XeHHbIe TpakH. B komHare
cpa3y 3anaxjo ropsdeit Meablo, a Lltopm HeHaBHaen
3TOT 3amax ropasfgo GoJbluie, 4eM 3anax cMepTH. OmHH H3
TPaKoB BLICTpPenHa — He To B Jluuapo, He To B LllTopMma,
cKopee Bcero, oH 6bii 6bl paj y6HTb Hx o6Goux. IDxex
OnATb yBepHYyJICA.

— IlpekpaTHTe HeMefJleHHO, HHauye Bbl Toy6uBacTe
Bcex! — HCTOWIHO 3akpHuana Daubep.

IuHapo nepekuHyn J)KoHaTaHa Ha JeBylo pyky, a
npasoit cxpaThJ llITopmMa M MoaHAA ero Haj 3emJe.

— O#, Tl — H3BHBasACh B BO3[yXe, MONbITaJCS KPHK-
HyTb JI>)Xek. KakeTcsi, BOHHCTBEHHLIH YOKep BCe pacCyH-
TajJ BepHO — ceHuyac OH CJYXKHJ OTJAHYHBIM IUHTOM H AJif
JxoHaTaHa, H aasa IuHapo.

— He nbitalica ocTaHOBHTb MeHA! — KPHKHYJ yokep.

— A s nonvitaloch, yepT Bo3pbMH! — lllTopm noaTAHyn
obe HOrM BBepX M H30 BCeX CHJ yNapHa KabiyKaMH B
6poHHpOBaHHOE couJileHeHHe LlieliHoro cerMmeHTa. [Tocabl-
WiaJicA TpecK, H roJioBa B LJleMe BHO HaKJOHHJach Ha3afl.
JIkek onATb MOATAHYJCA H ONATb YAApHJ KabGayKaMH.
IlloB Hauya;n pacxoAaHThbCA.

daubep 3akpeina poT pykamMH. OHa H30 Bcex CHJ
cTapajacb He KpHyaTh. Pa3Be HaHjercs Ha Bcem GesioM
CBeTe XOTb OJiHH 4eJlOBeK, FOTOBBIH BCTYMHTb B CXBaTKy C
puillapeM B 6poHeckadanzpe, 6yayuH npu 3ToM H Geso-
PYXHbIM, H abCOJIIOTHO HHKaK He 3alUMULEeHHbIM!

JlHHapo yepThIXHYJICS H MoJie3 B MacCHBHYIO AbIpY BO
BHellHeH CTeHe NOMeLleHHS.

Tpaku Gosblue He xpanu. Mx xeptsa y6erana, v oHH,
BCKHHYB Jla3epHble BHHTOBKH, CTaJH NaJHTb BO Bce NOA-
pana. danbep KpHuyaja 0 KaKOH-TO OAYpMIoOLieil XPHIOTHI.
JuHapo pa3xan nepuatky M Gpocun Jkeka, MoKpeTOro
BOJIABIPSAMH OT Jia3epPHBIX 0XXOrOB, Ha TOJI, MOTOM BHICTpe-
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JIHJ1 K YJIOXKHJI NPSIMO Ha MeCTe HeCKOJIbKO TPaKoB, MoBep-
HYJICA M MOJIHHEHOCHO MOKHHYJ mnoje 6os.

CekyHpol no3xe siBUJICS MacCHBHBIH JoxMaTbiii Kpok,
a 32 HUM — TNepenyraHHasi MeAUUHHCKasi cayx6a. dnnbep
C. HerofoBaHHeM MOCMOTpeJsia Ha OXpaHy — NPOKJsATHIE,
Mep3KHe, KPOBOXKafiHble XYKH! — noToM o6BeJia B3rasaoM
noMellleHHe.

Bce BoKpyr 6bijo 3a6phisraHo KpoBblo. Boxke mo#,
CKoJIbKO ee 3fiech Gblno! Kasanock, uTo Bo3gyx nponHTancs
HACKBO3b ee TSXKeJbIM COJICHbIM 3anaxoM. DaHbep HakJso-
HHJaach K J)keky. Ero pykH GblIH CKOJMIb3KHMH OT KPOBH H
a6CoOJIIOTHO XOJIOAHBLIMH, OH OblJ1 B CO3HAaHHH — BEKH TO H
[eJ0 TMOApParHBajH, H rjasa 6secTesM CKBO3b PeCcHHLb
eCTeCTBeHHbIM H 6GoJie3HEeHHbIM 6J1eCKOM.

* & %

Bugetb JxeKka B KpoBaTH AJfl TS>KeNOOOJbHbIX GbLIO
HHYYTb He Jiyyllle, YyeM CTOSITb Y HarJayxo 3aKphIThIX ABe-
peil onepauloOHHOH. dnubep Tsxkeno B3LoXHysa. ToabKo
ropsivee, BocnajneHHoe Jjuuo IlTopMa 610 cBOGOAHO OT
6uHTOB. JIHXOpaZKa KpacHO-CHHHMHM NSTHaMH ropsiytJa
utekH. Teso JxkeKa GblJ10 MOX0Xe Ha KOKOH LIeJIKOBHYHOro
YepBs, JieXallli cpefH MayTHHbI NPOBOAOB MeJHUHHCKOrO
oGopynoBaHHsl. OH Jiexkasl coBepLIEHHO HeMOABHXXHO, flaxe
rpyab He MOJHHMaJach OT AbIXaHHS... XOTS B XOJOAHOM
CHe 3TOro M He JOJIXKHO Gbljo GhiTb. BanmoBep Banactep
cnefoBas 3a Danubep MOJNYaJHBOH TeHblO, HO OHa pelunsa
He o6pallaTb HHKaKoro BHHMaHHA Ha ero NpHCyTCTBHe.

— Ewe uyTtb-yyts, M JDKek 6bln1 Gbl MepTB, a 3TOT
KPeTHH pajyeTcs, BHAS, KaK i Myyaioch, — C TOpeublo
nopyMaja oHa.

BanpoBep nogouen 6aHXe H MOJNOXHJI PYKy eil Ha
nyeyo. Sanbep HeMmpoH3BOJbHO HNepPHYJach.
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— H3-3a mosyueHHbIX MOBPeXHEHHH, — BKPafuHBO

cKasan MHHHcTp, — llITopmy npuaetcst no6uiTh MoA Ha6JIo-

. IeHHEM B TeueHHe ABYX Heflesb. JIOKTOpa NOMPOCHIH MeHs
CcOO6UHUTL BaM 06 3TOM.

Kaxercs, Banactep naBHO NpHBLIK OLITH IJIOXHM Be-
CTHHKOM, W 3TO COBCEM He Meyasuso ero.

— CKOJIBKO 3TO HYXHO GyneT AJsi COXpaHeHHs 3[00po-
Bbsl, — 6eCCTPACTHBIM rojiocoM orBeTHsa daubep. Banac-
Tep NOCTOSM PAAOM C HeH ellle Kakoe-TO BpeMsi M, He
Halis, 4TO cKasaTh, MOBepHyJicsa H Bbites. Ha rnasa
Onubep HakaTHJAHMCH clie3bl ¥ MeJKHM OCEHHHM HOXAHY-
KOM 3aKanaJsii Ha Jxuo. llITopMy Bce-TakH HMMJIAaHTHPOBa-
JIH ero namsThb, H cefiyac Sanbep oueHb XOTesla Pa3fesHTh
C HHM LIEeMSAILYIO0 PafloCTh 3TOH KONroXKAaHHON nobefbl, HO
cle3bl KamajJd H KanajW, H KaKHe-TO CTpaHHble MBIC/H
MeJIbKaJIH B roJIOBe: a MTO, eC/IH YejloBeK, KOTOPOro OHa
TaK JIIOGHT, NMPOCHEeTCS COBepUIeHHO Opyaum?

K ToMy e, ee oueHb GeCrOKOMJIO TO, YTO JIEHTa C
3anucblo naMaTH J)KeKka ocTajsach B pyKaX MX COMHHTEJib-
HBLIX COIO3HHMKOB, — Jla KaKoe COM3HMKOB! — nompocty
3aK/aThIX BparoB. Bpoge 6bl, HMnepaTop BLIMOJIHHI CBOe
o6ewanne u BepHya lllTopMy Bce ero BOCOMHHaHHs, HO
KTO 3HaeT, 4YTo GyAeT AaJjblie?



FANABA S

OH onsaTb 6bl1 MOJIOABIM, BECEJILIM H XKAXKAYLUHM XKH3HH,
XOTS BHYTPH Hero Bce 3anefeHeso. Co3faBanoch Bneyat-
Jieline, YTO ero OXJIafiHJH Bcero ueaukoMm. Bnpouem, sto
6LIJIO MOYTH HeBepOSITHO — BPSIA JIM apMHs MONHAET Ha PHCK
M NOrpy3uT B XOJIOAHBI COH MOJIOAOrO, COBCEM ellle Heob-
CTpPeJISHHOrO peKpyTa... 3TO CJHLIKOM AOpOroe YAOBOJIb-
CTBHe.

Ja, oH nonajcs Ha YAOYKY, H Tenepb Hal HHUM HaBH-
calJl, KaKk KaKoe-TO OrpoMHOe BepeTeHO, HeoNMO3HaHHbLIH
KOCMHYECKHH O06BeKT.

—~ Bes GpoHeKocTioMa HeT cosjaTa. A ec/H KTO-TO M3
Bac ceiyac He pacc/blliaj 3THX CJOB, TaK Mbl MOBTOPHM
UX BaM eule aBe TeicAyd pas! Bce Bbl mpowan Kypc
Haya/lbHOM BOEHHOH MNOArOTOBKH, HO 3TO elle JaleKo He
Bce. ToNbKO JyYILIHM NMO3BOJIEHO HOCHTb GoeBoe OopyxHe,
a Bbl:.. Bbl COBCEM He Ka)keTecb MHe JyylunMHu. He Tak au?

— Her, cap.

— IToroguTte! §I BbIXKMY M3 Bac Bce, YTO BO3MOXHO, H
Te, KTO MpONZET MOI0 HayKy, OKaXXyTcsi AeHCTBHTEJbHO
ayywnumu! KoHeuHo, 1 nesalo 3T0 cOBCeM He MOTOMY, UTO
JIMYHO Bbl MHe HpaBHTechb, NPOCTO — 3TO MOs paboTa —
oT6HpaTh B phILlapH caMbX Jy4ylHX. A Koraa Bbl CTaHeTe
JNOCTOMHBI HOCHTb OpY>XHe, Bbl He HalifileTe Ha 3THX JlyXaH-
KaxX HUKOroO, KTO Jiyullle MeHsl CMOXXeT 06bAACHHTb BaM, 4TO
Bbl IOCTHIVIH CBOeil UeJM, H HayuuTh Bac He 3aBHCeTb OT
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co6cTBeHHOro ckadaHapa, a yrnpaBJsiTbCA C HHUM, APYXHTb
CO CBOMM KOCTIOMOM, KaK C YeJIOBEKOM, €CTb H chaTb B
HeM, YHHHTb BCce BO3HHKawliHe NOJOMKH. Bbl MeHst nowus-
JIK, MapHU?

— Ha, cap!

A ewe... HakoHeu-taku JI)Kek Mor BCMOMHHTb 3TO
OTYETJIHBO W fICHO... ellle y Hero 6biyia MaThb. KaluraHoBble
BOJIOCHI, OJieAHO-pbIXKHe, MOYTH He3aMeTHble BeCHYILKH,
CHHHe IJla3a, CMOTpsilLHe Yepe3 3a/IHTOe COJIHEYHLIM CBe-
TOM moJe. '

«Jlo cBHAaHHAl» — KPHKHYJ OH eH M CKphlJICA 3a
pollHUeH WYMSLUHNX Ha BeTPy AepeBbes.

Ja, Tenepp oH nomuusa Bce. OH noGeausn cBOM COG-
CTBeHHble HeMOLIH H 06y3man OpoHeckadaHAp, MOTOM —
nonaa Ha Munoc. TpakHaHCKHe MNeckH MOMIOTHJIH ero
poanywo nuaHety Jopmana CTaHA M ellle — MOJIIOXKHHBI
naanet JJoMuHHOHa. OCTaHKK ero MaTepu Tenepb MOKPbHI-
BaeT ChbiNyuyuit Ge3)KH3HeHHbIH TpaKHaHckHii necok. Kro
onnakas ee cMmeptb? Hukro... maxce oH, Ixek, mor cae-
JlaTb 3TO TOJIbKO ceifuac.

OH xoTes 3ansakaTb, HO BHYTPH Hero Obu1o Tak

MHOro xoJioaa, 4To cJie3bl 3aMep3aJiH, TaK H He nouas no
riaas.

* * %

[Tennc oTopBan B3rasg oT HHHOPMALHOHHOIO 3KpaHa.
Ero pbiXkHe BoJioChbl IJlaBajiu B o6JiaKe H3Jly4yaeMoro ero
cOo6GCTBEHHBIM OPraHH3MOM 3JIeKTPHYECTBa, Kak fipKHe coJl-
HeuHble NpoTy6epanHubl. OH HaXaJ Ha KJaBHILY H BBIKJIO-
YHJI KOMIMbIOTep, YBHAeB, yTo BanpoBep Banactep HepBHO
MHeTCsl Yy ABepeil.

— B uem peso? — HeQOBOJBHBEIM TOJOCOM CNPOCHJ
MMnepaTop.
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BanpoBep mocMoTpes Ha TeMHbIH, TOJILKO YTO OTKJIO-
YeHHBbIH 3KpaH:

— H3 rocnuTans coo6lUH/IH, YTO Mepefaya 3amHcH
namMATH B Mo3r IllTopMa BOT-BOT 3aKOHYHTCSH.

— Tak 6bicTpo! — [TenHc MoJsoXKHA Ha CTOJI KapaHAall
¢ 30JI0THIM HabaJJaliHHKOM.

Banactep ma)e cxan KyJakH — OH COBCEM He XOTel
MoKa3biBaTh MMIMEpaToOpy CBOH 3MOLHH.

— Sta npouenypa AJausach LesiblX ABEHaAUATbh AHEH.

HMnepaTop kpyTanya BepTsiueecs kpecJyo. M 6e3 toro
XyZHoOit, 3a mocJiefHee BpeMsi OH 3[OPOBO COCTApHJICH H
cTal Kak 6nl ycbixaTh. 2Kapkoe connue ManbTeHa HHKOrAa
He MOKpBIBAJIO €ro KOXKy 3arapoM, TOJbKO BEeCHYLIKH —
SIPKHe, pblXKHe, KPHYalllHe — ychialH HOC H LUIEKH KaXayIo
HoBylo BecHy. OcCTOpOXKHble 3e/ieHble IJ1a3a OCTaHOBHJHCh
Ha Banacrepe:

— Hy u uto Mbl 6yneM HMeTb, Kora oH oyHeTcsi? DTO
6yneT Hall MOCHYIUHBIF HHCTPYMEHT HJM onacHas Gom6a
3aMeflJIeHHOTO AeHCTBHA?

MHHHUCTP HaKIOHHJ rosoBy. OH Gbl 0TAAJ YepTy CBOIO
Ayuly, YTo6bl XOTb KpaellKOM IJla3a 3arJsiiyTh B Te co06-
LIEeHHsI, KOTOpble BCero MHHYTY Ha3ajl MesIbKaJH Ha rosy-
60M NpoCTpaHCTBe 3KpaHa, Terepb YepHOro H Ge3XKH3HeH-
Horo. Ho Ilenuc HuKoro He aonyckas K 3Toi HHdopMaluH.
UTo e — Beflb HMEHHO KOHTPOJIb 32 LEHTpPaJH30BaHHOH
HH(pOPMALHOHHOM CHCTeMOH NoMorajl HMnepaTtopy yaep-
)KMBaThb BJIAaCTb Ha BceX MJaHetax Tpuaackoro Tpona H
JepxaTb nepBeHCTBO B MHpax JloMHHHOHa. Pepur, KoTo-
phiit cHaes Ha TpoHe jo Ilenuca, ToXe OTIHYHO ynpaBJsI-
cAl C 3TMM, HO HbIHEWIHHH HMMepaTop Gbll BOHCTHHY BHP-
Tyo3oM. BaHnoBep nonaBui KJIOKOYyLLYyiO B CepAle 3JI0CTh:

— §1 nymalo, Moii HMMepaTop, YTO Y Bac GyNeT OTJHY-
Hasl MalllHHa AJ1s1 BOMHBI.
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— Tak an 3to? — IlenHc nokayajs HOroH B KOXKaHOM
noMallHeM uienanue. — [TocsenHee BpeMsi HaM NPHUXOAUT-
csl JOBOJIbCTBOBATbCS OAHHUMH Hagexaamu. A rae danbep?

— O, daubep HacTopoxeHa. — JIuuo BanpoBepa cae-
JlajJlocb 03J106JIeHHbBIM H OXKecToyeHHbIM, H Ero Besnue-
CTBO cpa3y e 3ametuJy 3To:

— Hy, oHa Bce-TakH >XeHlUHHa! — cKasa/n umnepartop
HerpoMKo H HaCMeLUJIHBO, MOTOM 3aMoJyaJll, NpHCJYLIHBa-
ficb K eJle CJbILIHBIM WaraM B KopHaope. Bce, uto Bana-
ctep ayMan o noapyre llltopma, Ilennc noHnman easa au
He Jlyylle caMoro MHHuctpa. — Ecau Haul naiaH cpa6otaJ,
— OH TNOTAHYJCA H OTKHHYJICi Ha CNHHKY KpecJja, —
3HAYUT, MOH TPOH CnaceH.

— HackosbKo i NMOHHMal0, — KaLUMISIHYJ MHHHCTp, —
Jegu dnubep nortepsasa Afis Hac LUEHHOCTb.

— O! — Tenepb yXe [OBOJILHO TPOMKO XHXHKHYJ
uMmnepaTtop. — OHa 6yneT HaM HYXXHa CTOJIbKO Xe, CKOJb-
Ko 6yneT HyxeH JDXeK.

BaHnaoBep Hef0BOJILHO NMOMOPLUHJICS:

— Ho BBl Besb cMOXKeTe CKa3aTb eMy, YTO BbICJAJH
danbep 3a npefenbl ropofa B lessx ee Xe 6e30MacHOCTH.
B KoHLe-To KOHUOB, Ma/lbTeH OKPY>KeH yoKepaMH, a HallH
OTpsiAbl KOHTPOJHPYIOT TOJNbKO HEGoJbliMe Ja3eHKH MJIs
JIOCTaBKH NPONOBOJNILCTBHS.

Ilenuc 3aXKMypHJCA M PpacxoxoTajcsi KakK Malb-
YHIIKa:

— A g 6bl Ha Mecte JKeKka HaMm He moBepuJ!

— Ho Bbl e ero umneparop!

— ¥ cBo6ogHoro yenoBeKa He G6biBaeT HMNepaTopos, —
MaxHyn pykon Ilennc. — A Danbep H ecTb Ta eAMHCTBEH-
Hafl 3aJI0)KHHLa, KoTopasi MOXeT YyAepxatb llltopMa Bo
asopue. — IlenHc nackoBO MOrJyafuJ NpPoBOAa, COEAHHAIO-
e MeXkay co60oH pasHble KOMMbIOTepPbl KOMMYHHKALHOH-
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Ho¥i ceTH. — OHa Bawa, BannoBep, HO TOJIbKO Torga, Koraa
J>)keka He 6yneT Ha muaaHete. Ho uTo Gbl Bbl ¢ Heil HH
clienaji, s He Xouy, uToObl MPH 3TOM OCTaBaJHCb CJIEAbI,
Bedylive K HaM o6GouM. flcHo?

BaHpoBep nmouTH He Mor caep)HBaTb cebsi. Kakoii-To
)KeCTOKHH >kap mpoH3as ero rpynb, 6yATo Gbl BHyTpPeHHO-
CTH NPOKaJbIBaJH NMHKOH.

— Mynpoe peiueHHe, — BblAaBHJ OH. — B KoHue-TO
KOHLIOB, OHa — OGBbIKHOBEHHasi MpecTYMHHLUA.

— OGbIKHOBEHHasi — 3TO TO CJIOBO, KOTOpoe K HeM
MeHbllle BCero MOAXOAMT, — Moxajs nJjeyamu Ilennc. —
Coo6iuuTe MHe, Korga LllTopM mpocHeTcs, — uMMmepaTop
MOBEPHYJICS K 3KPaHY, H ero rnaJjblbl, KaK IOpKHe po30Bbie
6a60uKH, 3anopXajH Haj KJaBHaTypoi.

BanpoBep MOKJOHHJCA H Bhilles W3 KOMHaTel. OH 6bl
MHOroe oTAaJ, uTOGbl y3HaTh, YTO ceH4ac BCMOMHHaeT
Hxex LlTopm.

* k *

[Tecok 3axpbiBan Bech ropH3oHT. JKeK Bhpyranca H
NOCMOTpeJl Ha PeMOHTHhIe JIHHHH, 060pYAOBaHHblE NPSMO
nojx oTKpbIThIM HeGoM. UepHble, KpacHble, Genble H 3ele-
Hble GPOHEKOCTIOMbI, TpebylolHe CPOYHOTO PeMOHTa, Ipy-
JaMH JieXxali MoBepX TpakHaHcKoro necka. [me-to manexo
chablwanachk crpeab6a. llTopMm nposen nanablieM Mo 3anasH-
HOMY LUBY JIeXKallero y ero Hor ckadaHapa — uTo 3a yyuib!
Ja 3ToT 1OB pasBajHTCA He TOJbKO OT YNapa Tpaka, OT
J1I060ro JyHOBeHHsl BCTpeyHoro BeTepKa! YrpioMblit MHJO-
cell MOCMOTpeJ1 Ha Hero CHH3y BBepX. '

— §] 3Hal0, uTO XKapKo, — nocMoTpes JXkek Ha MOXHa-
Toro a6opureHa. — M Bce-TakH B cHCTeMaX UMPKYJSUHH
6pPOHEKOCTIOMOB He JO/KHO GbiTh HHKaKoi mbuiH. — XKan-
Koe Iojo6He MOJOTHAHOTO HaBeca XJOMHYJO Y HHX Hal
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rojioBoii, M noJiocaTtas Telb NpoluJa No MefBeXKbell Mople
MHJIOCLA.

— JIeliTEHaNT, — OTBETHJ pabouHii rycTbiM pOKOYYLUHM
6acom. — Mbl aenaeM Bce, YTO BO3MOXHO. A MOTOM, Mblib,
11acKOJIbKO 51 NOHHMal0, — HaHMeHbllasg W3 BalUMX Mpo-
6eM.

— MeHsa HHTepecyeT, — pe3ko oTBeTHa JDXKek, —
GnaronoJsyyHe Moux Jiofeii. CosifaTsl NOCTOSTHHO XKaJsyloT-
csl Ha TO, YTO BOOpYXeHHe He PeMOHTHPYeTCA MOJKHbLIM
o6pa3oM M He obGecneuHBaeTcsi sHepruei. M ewe... 1 He
)KeJlalo CablaTh O TOM, YTO KTO-TO M3 BalleH KOMaHAbl
PacTacCKHBaeT HallH pecypchl.

MmuJiocel, HeOBOJIBHO 3amonyan. Ero Geralowmi Barasag
rmoueMy-To HanomHus llITopMy B3r/Isii CBHHbH.

— Bbl MoXeTe MHe H He BepHTb, JeHTEHaHT, HO Mbl
HenaeM AJiS BalUHX Jiofieii Bce Bo3MoxHoe. M Baw komn-

JIEKT OpPYXHSl Toxxe OYyAeT roToB BOBpeMsl, — MHJoOCel
MaxHyJ Jlanoi M CNJIOHYJ B eflKylo, GexeBo-cepeGpsiHyio
nbiab. — Bam Hamo GecnokoHTbcs ToNbKO O Tpakax. O

Tpakax H O HX Mecke.

YTepsiHHas naMsaTb BHOBb 0kHJsa-B J>keke. Uero ToJsib-
KO He BHAeJ OH B SIPKHX, MyYHTeabHbIX cHax! OH Bcnowm-
HUJ 060 BCeM — W O TOM, NouyeMy OH HEHaBHAHT TPaKoOB,
H 0 TOM, KaKHe TaliHbl XpaHHT B ce6e TPaKHaHCKHH MecoK,
M O TOM, NloueMy OH He AoBepsieT MuaocuaM. OH BCTIOMHHJ
— YTO 3HayWT BoeBaTb Ge3 3Heprosamaca, Korga MOYTH
HEBO3MOXXHO JABHIaTbCfl, H MOTMJIOW pblLlapsi CTAHOBATCA
cro co6cTBeHHble gocnexH. OH cHOBa BKYCHJ TopbKHe
nsoAbl NopakeHHs Ha MuJsoce H yxKac npefaHHbIX COJIAAT,
NOKHHYTbIX CBOHMH IJIaBHOKOMaBAyloLHMH. Tenepb oH 3Ha,
4yTo MMMNepaTop PepHr, KoTopoMy Korga-To NpHCfirajH H
OH, M €ero CoJjaThl, CTa/l XepTBOH OO6MaHa CO CTOPOHHI
co6cTBeHHOro nuemsiHHuka [Nenuca. Yro x! Pepur 3anna-
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THJI 32 3TO CMOJIHA  OH MOTepsJl TPOH H JIHLLHJCSH KH3HH.
A ellle oH BCMOMHMJI, UTO TPaHCMOPTHbIE KOpabJu HHKOrAa
He TNpPHJIETAT K JIOASIM, 32 HCKJIOYeHHeM, MOXeT ObiTh,
HECKOJIbKHX.

...Jda, K pbiuapsiM Bceraa OTHOCHJHCb KaK K MylieyHo-
My Msicy. CKOJIbKO BCero cymeJ oH BCIOMHHTb 32 3TH AHH!
Ho o uem 6bl HH ayman LLITopM — o neTcTBe, poauTensnXx,
JIOHOCTH, — B €ro MbICJAfIX BCerga. ocTaBaJjiaCb KaKasi-TO
cTpannasa TeHb. Kak aMesa u3 agckoro nopsemesbsi, OHa
noJsiasia 3a JIETAUIMMH MBICJISIMH W NporyiaThiBana ux. Jkek-
JAyMaJ, -AyMaJl... HO He MOT OCTaHOBHTb CBOM MblCJiH!

Uto Xe 3TO 32 3Mesi, NOXHpaiollas Bce, YTO yAaJloch
eMy BBIpBaTb 'y cBoero npouutoro? Emy oueHb >Xapko B
6poneckaganape. Co n6a KanaeT NOT H MOCTOSTHHO 3asH-
BaeT cJunaiowuecs raasa. JaTyHkH Ha Koxke HeBBIHOCHMO
wHnoT. JlagHo, XoTA 6bl 3aMiueBas MpokJagKa Ha CNHHe
rorJyiolllaeT H3JIMIUHIOW BJary. Mx aTakyioT Tpaku.

JI>KeK MOHHMaJ, YTO 3TO — BCero JMlIb BepHYyBluasics
namsaTb, H Bce-TaKH aTaKa fBJSeTCH HJIs Hero peajbHoc-
Tblo. Ero o6maHysu cHoBa. Kak cTpaHHO ABHXYTCS ero
Mbicau! [ToueMy -To H Iesio mepen ero rjasaMH BO3HHKaeT
KaKasi-To cBeTsillasica ayra? Hy BoT, oH onsTh nomnajcs B
JIOBYIWUKY K TpaKaM, H ero JilOAH pa36HuThl, SHeprHH B
6poHecKacaHApax MOYTH HeT, TaK YTO — PaHO HJH MO3JHO
MX TNOIJIOTAT TpaKHaHCKHe IleckH. J[XeK oluylaeT Ha
CBOEGH CMHHe JblXaHHe HOBOH >XHM3HH: GeJblil NbiJaloLHi
OrOHb, MOXKHPAIOLIHH HEeHaChITHYIO 3Meio!

...A 370 uTo Takoe? CkadaHApHl ero cosnat pa3BajiH-
BAlOTCSH, KaK CKOpJyna, BbilJIeBLIBasi H3 ce6si OrpOMHBIX
filleponofo6Hbix cyiecTB. A-al MujocckHe Gepcepkephbi!
Kak MHOro ciyxoB' XOAMJIO B KasapMax 06 3THX 4YHOBH-
wax! lItopm Bceraa cuuTan sTH CyXH NPH3HAKOM Tpyco-
CTH W 6pefloM, HO BOT — OHH OKa3a/liCb BEpPHbIMH. DTH
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4YNOBHLIA BLIBOASTCSI NPSMO H3 TeJs philiapeii, NoOXHpas HX
U NpeBpalias Yy>Kyio NJ0Th B CBolo coGcTBeHHyl0. OTBpa-
THTeJIbHble, CKOJIb3KHe ro)pHpoBaliHLIe TeJla BbIPHIBAOTCS
Ha Boslio M Ge3 pa3bopa aTaKylOT M peiuapeit u Tpakos. Al
3To Bce npokJasTble MHJocubl! DTO OHH, MOHHMas, YTO
TepaIOT CBOH MHp HaBcerga, NMOACYHYJAH B 3HeprockadaH-
APbl BUPYC 3TOH APSIHH.

H Bce-taku llITopM oueHb XoyeT XHTb. M BepHT, uTO
HMeHHO >KaXX[la >XH3HM CMOXeT NMpOBecTH ero yepes Bce
HCMBITaHHA.

...OroHb, noceinaeMblil 3HepronepyaTKamu, Bce elle
nopaxkaet TpakKoB. KX XHTHHOBble MaHUHPH Tpeluart,
OTJIaMBIBAlOTCA H KopuaTcs B naameHH. CKoJbKO Xe OH
HX YHHYTOXHA? OT NMOCTOSIHHOrO J1a3epHOro OrHA ero
KOCTIOM HarpeJcs o HeBO3MOXHOIH TeMnepaTypbl. 2Kap-
xo! 2Kapko! XKapko! Hy Bot! A Beap eule HemHoOro, U B
MBIy CpaXXeHWs OH He ycabiwana 6ut ero! [lo kanany
CBSI3K MoOCTynaeT 0co60 Ba)XHoe cOOGLiEHHe: TPaHCNop-
THBIA KOpabJib HaKOHel-TaKH CnyckaeTcs Ha MNecyaHylo
TUIOLIAAKY.

...O Boxe moii! IToxoxe, 4To HX cockpe6aloT ¢ nosep-
XHOCTH MHJloca, KaK pasfiaBJIeHHbIX XKYKOB... [1a, JOBOJb-
HO-TaKH >XeCcTOKH} kKanam6yp! U Bce xe... BoT 3To — Bce,
YTO OCTalioCch OT Jyqwux Goiuos JomunuoHa? [Jla, oH
XOpOLIO 3HaeT, YTO TaKoe YCTaNoCTh Mmocje GHTBb H YTO
TaKoe LIOK, HO OH NOJ)KEH MATH Brepell, H OH XBaTaercs
32 NOPYYHH H BJle3aeT Ha TPaHCNOPTHHH Kopa6sb. Kaxer-
csl, H3 BCeX OCTaBLIMXCA B MXHBBIX TOJNbLKO OAHH J[lKeK H
HepXHTCA Ha Horax.

BopTTexHHK nomoraeT JDKeKy CHATb GpPOHEKOCTIOM.
IToT cTekaeT ¢ Tesna rycThiIMH JIKHNKHMH pyubsMH. Hako-
Hel-TakH JDKek c6pachiBaeT KpHoreHHboie 60THHKH M nop-
XOAHT K LIYNJIOMY YeJIoBeUKY, KOTOPbIii YTOUHSIeT JIHYHO-
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CTH BHOBb NPHOBIBLUIHX MO OTHeYaTKaM JIafoHeH H y30paM
rJ1a3HbIX $IGJIOK.

MeauunHcKas cecTpa B KpHOT@HHOM OTCeKe JlaeT eMy
B DYKH Y3eJIOoK:

— Te6e nonapo6uTes 370, coanart. Jyw Hanpaso, a 3T0
— HOMep TBoeH KpHoreHHo# kancyasl. [la, a ewte... cnpsayp
3TOT Y3eJIOK B KamncyJe, a yxe MOTOM OTNpaBisics B
nabopaTopHIo.

MegacecTpa siBHO He xoueT cMoTpeThb LlITopmy B riasa.
KoHeuHo, eif Hekorfa, Ho Bce-TaKH OH T'OBODHT:

— Mbu notepsiin Muioc.

— JHa, ma... — Kak-TO CTPaHHO OTBeYaeT OHa.

— OueHb Xxanab. S Tak crapascs!

3a cnuHoit IliTopMa yxe neperoBapHBaloOTCs rpsi3Hble
H yTOoMJeHHble pbilapd. CecTpa MoXXuMaeT NJieYyaMH:

— Ho Beap He Thl OOHH OTBeyaellb 3a 3Ty BOHHY.
[ToiiMH, HaM OoueHb HeKOra. Mbl HO/KHBI YCNeTb BhIBE3TH
OTCIOZA JIIOAEH [0 TOTO, KaK 3TH MPOKJATbIE XKYKH NOHMYT,
YTO OHH NMOGEeAHJIH.

...OHMn — 310 apmHus. Bo BcsikoMm cayuae, elne coBceM
HellaBHO KaXK[bli M3 HHMX JAyMaJ HMeHHO Tak. A ceiuac
BCe, Yero OHH XOTAT, — TaK 3TO Xopoluero ropsiyero o6ena,
M elle pa3 — Xopoulero ropsuyero ob6efa, a MOTOM =
He3aMe/IHTeJIbHOrO OTAbIXa Ha HeCKoJbKO AHeH. BnpoueM,
OTABIX Yy HHX O6yaer. KaxaoMy npemcToHT Bmepend He-
CKOJIbKO MecsiLieB XoJiogHoro cHa. Mix Kopa6ib orpoMeH H
TIOYTH BeChb CBepXy MOHH3Y YCTaBjleH KPHOreHHLIMH MOAY-
JIIMH, 3[l0POBO CMaxXHBaIOWHMH Ha rpo6hl. Jl>)kek npobupa-
eTcsl 110 KOPHAOPY K IIKayHKY co CBOHM 6pOHEKOCTIOMOM
H OTKphIBaeT ABepuy.

— Bawe opyxxue HHOHUHPOBaHO, — coobLlaeT MeXaHH-
yecKkH# rojioc. Hy fa, BOT TyT, B CTeHKe, CKPHIT MHKPOGOH!
— CkaaHap HOMKeH NPOHTH KapaHTHH H clleliiajbHoe
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MeQHLHHCKoe obcseqoBaHHe. BnocieacTsiH o 6yaeT an6o
NPOMBIT, TH6O0 YHHUTOXEH.

EcTb opyxHe — ecTb cosfaT, HeT OPYXXHA — HeT
coJifaTa.

— BceM BbICTPOHTBLCA H pa36uThes no rpynnaM. — Ara,
3TO yxe obLiasi KOMaHAa AJisi BceX 3BaKyHpoBaHHbIX. Bok-
pYyr ycTa/o NollapKHBAIOT Te, KTO ellle Koe-KaK AepXHTcH
ila Horax. lliTopm nbiTaeTcsi y6eauTb cebsi B TOM, UYTO OH
— cyYacT/AHBYHK. Bemp Ha MuJjioce norH6aH ThICAYH, H
NOoru6J/IH TOJIbKO AJIA TOro, YTOGbl HECKOJIbKO COTECH OCTaB-
LIKXCS1 B XKHBLIX CMOrJM Ao6paThbecsl o AoMa. A oH, JDKek
IlITopM, — Bce ellle pbillapb, OH BCe ellle HOCHT OpyXHe,
a 3Ha4YMT, JaXke U3 3TOro GeCcnpHMEepHOro NMopakeHHs OH
LoJXKeH GyfeT BbIpBaTb KaKylo-TO, MYCTb Ja)xe H MaJjleHb-
Kylo, nobeny.

" lltopM onsiTh NHITaETCA COAHHHTH BOGAHHO MpoLuJioe
W Hactosiulee. Ho TeMHasi 3Mesi. BHOBb HabpachiBaeTcsl Ha
ero- BOCMIOMHHAHHSA H NOXXHpaeT, NoXHpPaeT, NOXXHPaeT HX.
OH nblTaeTcst OTKPLITH IJ1a3a, HO ero BeKH 3aBOJlaKHBaeT
XOJIOAHBIH JIef.



FAABA €

Kancyna, noxoxkast Ha njieTeHyio JiofKy, pe3KO NoKau-
HyJach M OTAE/HJach OT KOpabas. Boyrn HacTpoMJa KOM-
nbloTepbl HE6OJILLIOro KopabnHka Ha HabaofeHHe 3a aT-
(papenamu. Korga uvesioBeyeckHH KpHK, Topsiuuil, Kak
JlazepHbIH Jy4y, paspajcsi B HaylIHHKax ero ckadaumpa,
cTpax H 6osb cxKanu Bece cyiuectBo Boyru. Torga 6poHec-
KagaHAp Nexcall B KOHTelHepe, NOCTaBJeHHOM B Kpoiley-
HoH annapaTHoH pyGke kopabasi, H Boyrn He 3ameTnan
Bparu.

KoHeuHo, Gonb ¥ cTpax 6biiH 3Hakombl Boyru. Jxek
lTopm npoBen ero yepea MHOXECTBO TaKHX HCMBITaHHH.
W Bce-TakH uyBcTBa, Ha 3TOT pa3 BO3HHKWIHE B HeM
caMOM, BbI3bIBaJH OLUylIeHHe cThiga W HeJoBKOCTH. Kak
3TO TaK — MO3BOJHTb HanacTb Ha ce6s cTpaxy? 1o GLlIO
nns Boyrn noansiM oTKpoBeHHeM. XOTSl, BCIOMHHasA pas-
rosopsl ¢ JI)keKOM, OH MOHHMaJl, YTO AOCTATOYHO MOXHJ H
Hayunsicst GosThesi cMepTH. Ternepb emy Ghio MOHATHO,
noyemy HHoraa LlItopm Kose6asncst Bo BpeMms 6051 H cTapaJ-
csl BbiGpaTh caMblif ONTHMaJbHbLIH W caMblii 6e30MacHbIN
xof. Benb ob6paTHoii cTOpOHONM BOHHbI Gblla CMepTb, a
Mo6oe KHBOe CYILeCTBO Ha cBeTe 6osJioch ee.

HeT, Boyru coBceM He Jesesi1 B ce6e 3TO HeMpHsATHOe
yyBcTBO. OH GbIJI CONIAATOM H 3HaJ, UTO TaKoe BKYC BOMHbBI
¥ nobessl. A Tenepb, BCIOMHHAA TOCKAHBRIK KPHK Kanuna,
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OH MOHHMAJI ellle H Apyroe — M eMy, HEMOHSTHOMY cylue-
ctBy Boyru, cyxXneHO NMOcTOSIHHO MEHSThbCS.

Boyru nocrapaJicst oTorHath oT ce6si MpauHble MbICJH.
OH nonxeH moxnatbcs1 J)keka. Beap Castoit Kannu obe-
aj, 4TO paHO HJAM nosgHo LllTopM nosBHTCA 3mechb, H
torga Boyru nokaxer emy n y T b. Ho mas atoro emy
cnepyeT 3apsiiMTb OpoHeckadaHap H obecneyHTb cebs
9Heprue, cToNb HEOGXOAHMOH AJIs1 MPOAOJKEHHS XH3HH.
OH 6yaet xnath J>)keka. OH He GyfeT caywaTh 3anHCh O
B3ATHM B nJjeH Cesartoro Kaauua.

* % K

YesnoBek, cMoTpeBiHii Ha BanacTepa ¢ skpaHa KoMnb-
10Tepa, He NpOABJAA HHKaKHX 3MOLHH, a MHHHCTP H He
paccuHThiBan Ha 3To. 2KesTasl KoXXa M paclUMpeHHble OT
4acTOro NPHMeHEeHHs] HAPKOTHKOB 3paukH BbIAABaJH B €ro
coGeceJHHKe MOCTOSIHHOIO XXHTeJi MaJlbTeHCKHX TPyLI006.

— A KTo 3To 6ymeT? — THXO CIPOCHJ 4eJIOBeK.

— HeBa)kHO — KTO, — HeTeprne/JHBO oTMaxHyJcs Bana-
crep. — f nmepemam Bam TeJso... a Bhl... Bbl KaK cJefyeT
NPHroTOBbTECh K TOMY, UTOObl HHCLIEHHPOBaTh YOHHCTBO B
Tpylo6ax.

— Xopouwio, — Kakas-To TeHb MpONJLJIa N0 JHUY cTa-
puka. — Ho BBl HOJMKHBI MpeaynpeguTh MeHst 06 3TOM 3a
IBajuaTh yeThipe yaca.

— CunraiiTe, YTO 5 yXXe NMpeAynpeAns Bac.

Pesxue ray6oxue MOpIIHHE 0603HaUHNHCh BOKPYT IJ1a3
HeH3BeCTHOro.

— Xopowo. I ¢ aTuM cnpaBialocb. A uTo AesaTh €
OMno3HaBaTeNbHbLIM YHMOM?

LInpoxas moBosbHAast ynbl6Ka pacnuibliachk 1O JHUY
BanpoBepa:

— A y Hee ero HeT, TaK 4YTo — QejlafiTe, YTO XOTHTe.
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OH HaXaJl Ha KHOMKY OTKJIOYEHHs CBA3H, M 3KpaH
norac.

Bosbluas uaH ManeHbKasi, a Bce-TakH 3To Gbla yaaua.
BangoBep notep pykH H pelina eule pa3 o6ayMaTh Bce Kak
cnenyet. Teno danbep nukoraa He ynactcst HAeHTHQHUUH-
poBaThb HOJIKHBIM 06pa3oM, 1M BooGule oTbickaTb. Hy, a
ecJM ee BCE XKe HalayT, Bce BOKPYr 3TOro npecTymnJeHHs
6yneT yKa3blBaTb Ha HeHMOBepHble 3BepcTBa 3eJsieHbIX
Py6auuek.

JlaMnouka BLI30Ba CBSI3H OMATH 3aXKI/1aCb Ha MaHeJH
komnsblotepa. C BangoBepom xesanau noroBoputb. OTse-
yatb au? Banactep comueBancs. Ecau 3to [lenuc, on
noTpeGyeT OT Hero CPOYHOro AOKJIaJa O MPOHCIIECTBHAX 32
IBa NOCJeAHMX OHS, a OH ellle He NPOCMOTPes OTYeTH
noJieBbIX KoMaHaHpoB. MH(popMauus nocTynana K HeMy H
13 cayk6 [Tonnunn Mupa, 1 OT ABOPHHKOB, H OT BaXTepoB
— OT ThICAY M ThicAY HHYeM He NpHMeTHBIX Jiogei. Yac-
THUbI 3TOH MH(pOPMALHH GbIIH CJIHIUKOM JAparoueHHsl Ans
Toro, 4To6bl HrHOPHpPOBaTb HX. BaHoOBep B3mOXHYJ H Bce
JKe pellHsl BLIHTH Ha CBf3b.

DKpaH ocTaBaJici TeMHbIM. 3HaYHT, YeJloBeK, roBOpS-
IUMA ¢ HUM, He XXeJsaJs, YyTo6bl Banactep BHAen ero JHLo.
M Bce xe annapaTypa 3anHchiBasna rosoc, a 3Ha4uT, Bepo-
SITHOCTb PO3blCKa HEH3BECTHOrO C KaXX[bIM CJIOBOM YBeJH-
uHBaJsach.

— MHHHCTP? — CNpPOCHJ HEBHAMMBIA cobecefHHK.

— [Ha, — otBetun Banactep M 3a)XMypHJ/CA OT AHKOH
CMeCH AHaNIeKTH3MOB MalJlbTEHCKHX TPYLO6 H CTPaHHHIX
cJIoBeyeK, BbIBO3ALIHXCS OGbIYHO C MJIaHeT, MPHMBIKAIOWHX
K BHelUHeH rpaHHLe:

— Heckonbko JieT Hasan Bbl pa3biCKHBaJH Opyacue...
H3roToBJIeHHOe Ha 3aKas.

Xosnoanas apoxb npobekana no cnHHe Banposepa
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— Opyxue?

— Ha, opyxcue, U3roTOBJIEHHOE AJSl CMeLHaNbibIX Le-
neii. Korga-to Bbl o6bicKaJH Becb MaJsibTeH, YTOGLl OThIC-
KaTb ero. Ho notoM YHHTOH MOrH6, H clief OpVXKHS MoTe-
pacs

— A-al — HeomnpepesieHo cka3an Banactep u B3mox-
HYJI, NOTOM BbITep co Ji6a moT. — Hy Tak Bbl ero Hawau?

— Y na v HeT, — VKJIOHYUHBO cKa3asn cobecenHHK. — Bo
BCSIXOM CJlyyae, sl 3Hal0, O KaKOM yeJloBeKe HAeT peub, a
Janblie Bbl yXe cMoXeTe pa3oGpaTbest 6e3 MeHS.

Ot HanpshxkeHus y BangoBepa moGesies KOCTSILUKH
najbueB. Begb YHHTOH.yMep, Tak M He ycneB mnepenaTth
eMy BceH uHdopMmauuu. KoHeyHo, OHH He OuYeHb NOBEPSIIH
OpYr OPYTY W, NpsIMO CKa3aTh, OblIH He JIYYIUMMH MapTHe-
pamH. A 3To cyry6o ceKpeTHOe OpYXHe OHHM TOTOBHJIH
HOJTHX NATHaguath Jet. K coxanennio, Banactep He cmor
NOJIYYHTb JOCTYN K CeKpeTHbIM (pafjaM YHHTOHA, HO Te-
nepp... Tenepb HyXHas HHGOpPMaLHs caMma Lujia K HeMy B
PYKH.

— Xopoiuo, — 6bICTPO OTBETHJI MHHHCTP. — A Kak MHe
NpOBEpHTh NpPaBHJbLHOCTb Balleil HH(OpMaUHH?

HHdopmMaTop noMosyas MHHYTY, a MOTOM YAHBJIEHHO
OTBETHJI: -

— Ho BH Beab 3HaKOMBI C NporpaMMHpOBaHHeM MNOA-
co3Hanus.. CKaxKHTe KiloyeBoe CJIOBO, H YOHHCTBa mocue-
LyIOT OJHO 3a APYrHM.

— Tak... — Banactep napy muHyT nogyman. — Hy u
KTO ’Xe OJIHLeTBOpsieT co60H TO opyzcue, KOTOPOro MHe
TaK He XBaTaeT? -

— Ero roroBus yJauuHbeifi mpoipgoxa Posbrd ¢ myms
nofgpocTkaMu. B o6uieM-To, 3T0 o6HuHBIe Mep3aBLkl. Ho
€ro KOHTaKT ¢ YHHTOHOM 6Bl Xopoluo 3amackupoBaH. OH
MOArOTOBHJI JJisi YGHIACTB -AEeBYLIKY MO MMeHH Daubep.
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Ceiiyac ee Her B Tpyuio6ax MasbTeHa, U elle — y Hee
HHKOrla He 6blJIO OMO3HABATE/NLHOFO YHNA.

— IlpekpacHo, — xononHo oTBeTH/ Banposep. — [pe-
KpacHo. O6 ocTajibHOM 51 caM no3a6ouych.

Tak BOT mouyeMy YHHTOH OO CHX MOpP He YCTPaHHJ
Snu6ep! Banactep noHan 3To TonbKO ceiuyac. ITO XKe
Hago! Ta, KOTOpyl0O OH HCKa/l TaK AOJro, Bce 3TH TOABI
6bina y Hero nopg Hocom! KoHeuHo, oHHM ¢ YHHTOHOM
PEBHOCTHO XpaHWJH B TaiiHe APYr OT JApyra KaKAbli —
CBOIO YacTb NJaHa. BuIBWHHA wWwed MaJbTeHCKON MONHUHH
He OBl 3HaKOM C TMCHXHYECKHM NPOrpaMMHpPOBaHHEM,
MO3TOMY OH TLUATeNbHO CKpbIBad OT BangoBepa uMs o6bekTa
MX feATesbHOCTH, a BaHgoBep, B CBOIO oyepenb, Npekpac-
HO pa36HpaJicst BO BceM, UTO GbIJIO CBSI3aHO C HaCHIbLCTBEH-
HLIM BTOpXeHHeM B UyXoe CO3HaHHe.

«YHHTOH, AOpOroii, Bbl' ObiNK YMHHLeH!» — mosyMan
MHHHCTP M HeXXHO MOrJaAuJ najbUuaMHy KJIaBHaTYpy KOMIb-
10Tepa. 3HauuT, ynap no daHbep AOJKeH GLITh OTMEHeH.
Hnu... nocreneHHoe, MeaJieHHOe 3aTfAirHBaHHe MNeTNH —
ToXXe Xopowas TakTHka. Hy-ka, a ec/i4 npHNOMHHTb X0po-
weHbko? [locsie Bo3BpauwleHHs ¢ BHUTHH 3Ta segn Gblna
ropasfo Gosiee noxopsoii. Banactep oTaan 6bl cBolo mpa-
BYIO PYKY, 4T0oGbl Moapo6HO Y3HaTh 060 BCeM, YTO CJYUH-
JIOCb Ha 3TOH KpoBaBoit niaHeTe. Beab HMeHHO TaM MJaHbl
NOYTH BCEMOryluero YHMHTOHa MOLH BKPHBb M BKOCb W
BMeCTO HCIMOJIHEHHS BCeX XeJIaHHH NpHBeJIH NpefliecTBeH-
HHKa BaHpoBepa Kk cMepTH. A MoxeT GbiTb, daubep yxke
He 6blj1a cnocofHa K BLIMOJHEHHIO TOH (YHKUMH, K KOTO-
poil ee rOTOBHJH TaK JOAro H TiuaTeabHO? Bo Bcsxom
cayvae oH, Basacrep, HHKOraa He oulyiuaj B Hel cKomnJe-
1Hsl TICHXHUYeCKHX cHJl. JeficTBHTeNbHO... A Befib YHHTOH
TBEepAMJ, YTO YOHLA, KOTOPOro TOTOBAT AJsl HHX, 3TO
HacCTOSILUMH TaJIaHT, COBCEM HEMOXOXHH Ha TeX lapJjaTa-
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HOB, KC10pBIX KoJlIeKuHoHHpoBaJ IlenHc B cBoeM BOCTOY-
HOM Kpbljle IBOPLA, H K TOMY XKe TaJlaHT KpYyMHLIH — yaap
3TOro yOHHLBI MOXXeT ObiTb HanpaBjeH NpsAMo B cepale
HJIH B MO3I' M JeHCTBYeT MFHOBEHHO H 6e30TKasHoO.

BuauMo, mpexae, 4YeM HauaTb KaKHe-TO JeHCTBHS,
‘Banactepy Hano Kak cjeayeT H3y4HTb BCIO HH(OpMalHIO,
uMepolnylocst B ¢aitnax IMoanuuu Mupa. A eute... HY Ko-
HeuHo, eMy MOIJa 6bi 340pOBO MOMOYbL pocToBlHUa Canu
— Beib OHa He OOWH pa3 aaBaja AeByluike npuiot. Cagu
0653aTeJIbHO COIJIaCUTCA COTPYAHHYATb C HHM — Bellb OHa
[leJIoBasi XeHLIHHa, NojHaTopeBllasi B HCKyCCTBe KOMMpO-
MHCCOB, 3TaKHH TPOCTHHK, KoJsieGJeMblH, HO He JioMaeMbli
BETPOM.

BanpoBep noctasn H3 KapMaHa YHCTbIH HOCOBOH MJaTOK
H BbITEp BCMoOTeBUIHH J106. JlagHo-nagHo, GyneT eMy He-
pBHuuaTh! UeMy 6biTh, TOro He MHHOBaTb. Eciii okaxeTcs,
YTO NeBYylIKa yTpPaTHJ/Ia CBOH MCHXHYECKHe CIIOCOGHOCTH,
OH ycneeT YCTPaHHTb ee.



FAABA 7

daubep 3acHyna npsiMo B Kopuuope, y ABepeii onepa-
UHOHHOH, B Kortopoi Ilxek LllTopm o6peTan cBolo nore-
PSIHHYIO MaMsTb. KakoH-To TyxJbli 3anax, XapakTepHbIH
IJISl TPAKOB, MX LUENKaHbs H CKPHIMbI, HX CTpallHas, MOYTH
MaTepHanbHasi 3J106a HamoJHSAJMN NOMelleHHe.

3a [BepsIMH OMepalUHOHHON C/IBILIANHCL OXKHBJIEHHbIE
ronoca. daubep OTKpbIAA [1a3a U NOTAHYJach B OKKYNHpO-
BaHHOM el0 MsArKoM kpeche. UTo Xk, eil ynaBajnocb coxpa-
HSITb GAMTENbHOCTb ¥ B APYrHX, 60Jlee OMACHLIX, YeM 3TO,
MecTax. Yero cToMaH, HanpuMep, OAHH KHlualHe y6uiLa-
MH ManbTeHcKHe Tpywo6u! A Butus... A apyrue, Mano
KOMY BeJOMble TJaHeThl, Ha KOTOpHIX oHa Xnmana Jkeka,
)XJajla U He MOrJla IOKAaThCA, H TaKas yepHas, CTpallHas,
BCeMorJouamoluas Tocka oxBaThlBajla Bce ee cylecTBo!

Bpau B GesioM XanaTe M BBICOKOM KPaXMa/JbHOM KOJ-
Nake BHIMVISHYJI B KOPHAOP H3 fBepel NoACO6HOro nometie-
HUSl W, yBuOeB Daubep, ckasan:

— INepenaya 3anucei ¢ NaMATLIO 3aKOHYHJach. Yepes
napy uacoB apantauud J>xex LltopM cMoxeT npHHHMaTbL
rnoceTHTeJNeH.

dunbep BCcKoOYyHMsa ¢ Kpecsa H mopbekasa K ROKTOPY:

- Kak on?

— Kak BaM cKasaTb... — AOKTOp KauumisHya. — Hawm'
NPHLIJIOCh K. JIEHTE C ero NaMsiTblo NPHUENHTbL OCOGKIH
KOMMNbIOTEPHbIA BHPYC, KOTOPBIA HOJXKeH NMOMOYb ajanTH-
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poBatbcsi. Benb c Tex nop, kxaxk JIxeK yTpaTHJ CBOH
BOCMOMHHaHHs, NMpOLLJIO MHoro Jer!

— §1 He MoHANA... — TPeBOXHO MepecnpocHaa danbep.
— Tak uTto Bbl clesiajH?

Bpau orasiHyscsl yepes mJjeyo M MOCMOTpEJI, UTO Mpo-
MCXOIHT B J1aGOPaTOPHH 3a ero CHHHOMH, MOTOM FJISHYJ B
rnasa daubep, H XKecTKas CKJafKa BOKPYr ero BOJIEBOTO
pTa eaABa 3aMeTHO AepHYJachb:

— Hawm npuunock 106aBuTh eMy HeGOJMbLIYIO OPHEHTa-
LUHOHHYIO NpOrpaMmy.

— [Ha, na, kaxeTcsi, 1 TOHHMAalO, YTO Bbl HMeeTe B
BHAY, — TMOCHHEeBUHMH rybamu npobopmoTtana danbep. —
A XTo, yepT noGepH, Bce 3TO CaHKUHOHHpPOBaJ?

— IMennc, — ele CMLILLHO OTBETHA Bpay M BoLues BHYTpb
JnabopaTtopuHd. JlBepb 32 HUM GeClUYMHO 3aKpbliach.

— UYeprt! — npoGopmoTana pacTtepsiHHas DauGep H
cXajla pykKH B KyJnaku. TpakH y JBepeH onepaunHoHHOH
BeJiH cebsi-Kak-To cTpaHHO. Korma-to JD)Kek yuus ee u-
TaTh BbIpaXKeHHsl Ha STHX JIHLax-MacKaX, H BCe XXe OHa
HHKOrZa He MOIJia O KOHLA CNPaBHTbCSl C 3TOH HayKoii.
Bor cefiuac — oHH npHkaseiBanH eii uyro-ro? Min Heromo-
BaJH OT TOrO, YTO OHAa HapyLIHJa KaKHe-TO NMpaBHsa?

— He 6Gecnokoiitech, pe6ata, — Maxuysaa pykoit Diu-
Gep ¥ pewnJa Gosblle He o6palllaTh HHKAKOro BHUMaHHS
Ha XYKOB, ropasfo 6oJibllie ee HHTepecoBaJo ApPyroe — uTo
TaM onsTb HaTBopua [lenuc?

— INocaywaiTe, — o6paTHiach OHa K KOMaHAHPY Tpa-
KOB, CTOSIBLIEMY YYTb-4yTb Nnoojajib. — I mpouy caenaTtb
3TO AJs1 Ballero Xe 6nara. Bol Benp 3Haere, uto JlXKek
IITopM He NMepeHOCHT TPaKoB, a 4epe3 MNapy HacoB OH
BblfieT H3 Jab6opaTtopuH. Tak He Jsydlle JH 3aMeHHTb
oxpaHy? — 2nubep yabi6GHyack H Bhilya. Kakoe-To cTpan-
Hoe Mpe[uYyBCTBHe LieBeJIbHYJOCh Y Hee BHYTpH. UTo fje-
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sath? OHa go/KHa 6bula 4TO-HHOYAbL cAenaTtbh. JanGep
CAycTHJIach MO PO30BOM MpaMOpHOH JIeCTHHLE M NpHKa-
Jlack I6OM K pe3HOit paMe KPYrJoro, Kak B TploMax Kopa6-
JIsl, 3aCTeKJIeHHOro LBETHLIMH CTEKJaMH OKHa.

UbH-TO OCTOPOXKHbIe LIard pasfiajiuch NpsIMO Yy Hee 3a
cnuHoi. Kto aTto? damubep obepHynacb. AX, BOT B ueM
neJio! TpsiMo psimoM ¢ Helt crost MuHHCTp Ero BesnuectBa
Banposep Banactep.

— Jlegn Danbep?

— MHUHHCTpP... — THXO OTO3Bajacb OHa, W BAPYT ee
CYLHECTBO HaMOJHHJIOCh HeOObACHHMON, HPPaLHOHAJLHOMH
panoctbio. Jla, eil onsiTb ymajocb Kak-TO NPOTHBOCTOATH
BanpoBepy, noka Jkek Haxomgujcsi B pykax Bpaueii. A
CKopo ee JIOGHMBIH 6yneT BMecTe ¢ Helo. Bynmer ... ata
JIOTIOJIHHTENIbHAs POrpamMma, KOTopylo BeJiesl BBECTH B ero
mo3r [lenHc... uTo 6bIJIO 3a/I0XKEHO B HeM?

XoJonHble ryaasa BaHaoBepa cBepKHYJH TaK, 6YATO Gbl
OH MoOr MpouYHTaThb Bce ee MbicaH. OTuasiHHasi pajocTh,
TOJIbKO YTO HaMoOJIHHBILAs ee, CPa3y e CMeHHJacb sIpoc-
Teio. Ho Dnubep ymena mepxkaTh ce6s B pykax H ymeJa
yNpaBiATb CBOHMH YyBCTBaMH.

— 8 xnpan Bac, — cKasal MHHHCTP, — M Obl KpafiHe
yAHB/eH, He OOHapyXHB Bac y [Beped ONnepaLHOHHOM.
Bpau ckasan MHe, uTo roBopus ¢ BaMH. Jla, kcTaTH, Bbl
CerofHsl NpeKpacHO BHIMVIAAMTE.

— Baaropaplo Bac, — cyxo KHBHyJa danbep. — Koraa
A cMmory yBuueTb Jlkeka?

— Ceiiyac. KoHeuHo, ecqH Bbl FOTOBHI.

OHa 3akose6anacb. CHAHLIKOM MHOr0 MYYHTEJbHBIX
MbicsieH 3anoJiHsio. ee Mo3r. OHH HambIBalH H TeCHHJH
Apyr Apyra Tak, 4to DyuGep He MOrJa YC/Ie[HUTb 33 HHMH
H HHMKAaK He Morja HX paccopTHpoBaTh. [la, na, pma, B
KOH1e-TO KOHUOB JXKeK nobeaus, HO uTo 3TO GyneT O3Ha-
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yaTh [JISl Hee... HeT, NI HUX o6oux? M noToM, noyeMy oH
He BblllleJ] H3 oMepalHOHHOH H He BCTpeTH. ee?

— §1 xny Bac, aenu! — msarko noaToskHyn ee Banacrep.

— JHa, pa. — Daubep moJioXXHNa PYyKYy Ha po3oBble
MpaMopHble NepHJa JeCTHHUb H CTa/la MEMJIEHHO MOAHH-
MaTbcsl BBepX. Ee ANMHHBEIA Nuauy lweJsecTes 3a ‘CNHHOM
YTO-TO HeyJloBHMoe H cTpauiHoe. OHa esie cJablilana 3TOT
liesiecT, M BCe-TakH el Kasasoch, YTO 3TO He nJall, a
WeJecTAWHH 30605 wWwenoT MHHUcTpoB IlenHca sieTHT 32
ee CMHHOH.

— Uro 3a 3noBelas npuMetal — pactepsHHO nofymana
OHa H MepecTynHJa NMopor orepauHoHHOMH.

JKeK cHmesn K HHM cnuHoi. UHcThi Gesblii cBHTep,
HafleThl Ha KJleTYaTyl0 pyGallKy, TO/NbKO OTTEHA] Gaen-
HOCTb ero Koxu. OH orasHy/aca Ha danbep. [ToMOLWHHKH
rMaBHOrO Bpaya CUMTHIBAJIH MNOKa3aHHS C MeAHLUHHCKHX
MOHHTOpPOB. TOHKHMe pasHOLIBeTHbie NPOBOAKH Bce ellle
coefHHANH 3anscTbsl llITopMa ¢ MHOrouMcleHHOM MefH-
LUMHCKOM amnnapaTypom.

— §l 6yny roToB 4epe3 Hac, KaK TOJbKO MeAHKH yGe-
HOATCS B TOM, YTO MOH caxap B KPOBH NpHLIeN B HOPMY, —
o6epHyBIUHCh, cka3an JDXek.

— JHoroBopHauch, — KHBHYJ DBanactep M npukasan
OXpaHe BBIHTH B KOPHAOP.

daubep nogouna K llitopMy W B3nporHysaa, yBHAEB
KaKoe-TO He3HaKoMoe BhlpaXieHHe B ero raasax. Kaxercs,
Ha 9TOT pa3 eW NpHAeTCSH HapyWHTb BCce CBOM NpaBHJa.

— Jl>kek, — TBeplo ckasaja oHa. — [locsaymiaii MeHs
BHHMaTteJbHo. Cefiyac Thl Hrpaewb Ha mosb3y MM. HMmne-
partop BeJies1 106aBHTb AOTOJHHTEJIbHYIO NIPOrpaMMy B NeTI0
TBoe# namaTH. Toabko oauH Bor 3HaeT, 4To OHM BNHCaNH
Tyna.

3nas, 6esynepKHasi ApoCTb BCMLIXHYJA B €ro rijasax:

274



— Bory 3to 3HaTb coBceM He 06s3aTeJIbHO, — THXO
ckasasn oH. — Ho s He cMory ckasaTb Te6e TOro, Yto Thl
Xoyellb ycabllaTh. Bosblie Hac ¢ To60H HHYero He CBf-
3piBaeT.

dnubep octonbeHena. 2Kryyas Gosb nepexsaTH/a ee
ropJio.

— 41 coxaselo, — ckasan JxkeK U HepeLIHTeJbHO MTOCMOT-
pen Ha Hee. — Ho B Gauxalillee BpeMs s fo/keH Gyay
3aMeHHTb NpONaBLIero raBy B OGLiHHe YOKepoB, a K 3TOMY
Hajo OYeHb MHOrO FOTOBHTbCS. Bbl... Bl mpoctHTe MeHS...

— 3HayHuT, Thl BCe-TaKH xouellb OThicKaTb Kasuua? —
No HHEePLUHH CMpPOCHJIA OHa.

— §I conpat, ¥ MHe NpHKa3ajH 3TO cAesaTh, TaK 4TO...
y MeHsl HeT BbiGopa, — noxkaa nJjedyaMH JDxek.

— Kaxercs, y MeHs Toxe HeT Bhl6opal — KpHKHYyJa
dnnbep W BbicKOYMJA H3 JlaGopaTopHH. JIXKeK He OKJHKHeT
ee H He MNONPOCHT BePHYTbCS — 3TO OHA yXKe ycreJia OHATb.

— Kyna xe Bbl, Dan6ep! — BaHgosep Baaacrep_mnoii-
MaJi ee 3a JIOKOTb KaK pa3 Ha MOBOpOTe B COCERHHI
Kopuaop. OHa mporyioTusa cjiesbl H THXHM TBepALIM FoJIo-
coM cKasana:

— OcraBbTe MeHs!

Banactep nokauasa roJioBoi:

— UTto 6bl BBl HH AyMajiH, a i He Hecy OTBETCTBEHHO-
CTH 3a To, uTo npousowio ¢ Jxekom IlITopmom.

— Bbl y6uau ero! — oTyasiHHO KpHKHyJa DanGep H
nonbiTajsach BbIpBaTh CBOM JIOKOTb H3 CHJIbHBIX PYK MHHH-
cTpa.

Bangosep B3poxHyu:

— Mory cOrJacHTbCcfl ¢ BAMH — 3TO 3[10pOBO NOXOOHT
Ha y6HiicTBO, HO y HMnepaTopa IlenHca nocTaToyHo pyk
LISt BBIMOJIHEHHS TPsA3HOi paGoThl, — 1ekH DBanacrepa
NoKpacHenM OT Hanpsikenus. — He B Moux npasuiax
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BLIBOAHTD JIIOJeH H3 Hrpbl HMEHHO TOrAa, Koraa HaM 60Jb-
lie BCero HY>XHbl HX TaJlaHThI.

Aaubep orysiHynach, HIlA XOTb KaKOH-HHOYIb 3alUHTHI,
HO BOKpPYr He GblIO HH pbillapeii, HH TpPakKoB — KaXkeTcf,
MHHHCTp 3apaHee NpHKa3ajl OYHCTHTb 3TOT KOPHAOP.

— UYTo BaM OT MeHsl HYXXHO? — pe3KO CMpOCHJa OHa.

— {1 mymaio, — rosioc Banacrepa 6bi1 cTpaHHO J1acKoB
H BKpajuyHB, — YTO Mbl C BaMH JOGHBaeMcsi OHOrO H TOro
xe. He cTOMT moceulaTh TOJBKO 4TO MOsSIBHBIUErocs Ha
CBeT 4YeJlOBEKa B BOJOBOPOT HEMPHATHOCTEH H BOHH, O
KOTOPbIX OH pa3Be YTO CMYTHO [OraabiBaeTcs.

— A pasBe... — Dnubep 3anepKana pBYLUHHCH HapyXy
KPHK, — 3TY CHTYaLHIO MOXHO XOTb KaK-TO HCMpPaBHTb?

Bagnactep yJablGHYJCS M MOAXKaJ CBOH MyXJble Iy6bl:

— §1 xoTen 6bl mocnaTh Bac BMecTe C HHM, jfoporas
dnnGep, Bbl Belb MOTJIH Gbl MPHKPHITL €ro C ThiJa.

daubep ¢bipkHyaa:

— Jlerue BCTYNHTb B COIO3 C MHJIOCCKHM GepcepKepoM,
yeM Cc BaMH, MHOroyBa)kaembli MHHHCTP!

Bposb Banacrepa nacMewwinpo gepHyJach, a ero Jiun-
KHe TNaJibUbl ellle CHJIbHee CXKaJii ee 3ansicTbe.

-— He urpaiiTe co MHoO# B Hrpbl, neau danbep. Bl Beab
3HaeTe, YTO fl He CJIMLIKOM-TO BBLICOKOTO MHEHHS O Ballei
nepcoHe.

— A s — o BaweMH, — KPHKHYJa OHa M H30 BCeX CHJ
TOMHyJa Ka6JayyKkoM O MpaMOpHble NJHTHI TMoJa.

— Hrak, — BaHpooBepa sBHO He 3afie] 3a >XKHBoe ee
oTBeT. — Mbl npekpacHo NoHHMaeM Apyr Apyra. KoneuHo,
Yy KaXXoro U3 Hac B 3TOM Hrpe CBOHM LeJH H CBOH MOTHBHI,
HO s MOTY NpeJIOXKHTb BaM cJjefyioulee: y Magam Caau
XpaHHTCA neTJss Ballei naMsaTH. [To MOHM cBeleHHSAM, BO
BpeMsl npe6biBaHHs Ha DHTHH BblL NMOTepA/IH MHOTHe H3
CBOMX croco6HocTeil. Ecay Bbl XOTHTe KaKHM-TO 06pa3soM
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nomoub JIKeKy, BaM Hago HX BOCCTaHOBHTb. §I noMory Bam
caenaTb 3TO, IpHYEeM — B OYeHb KOpoTKoe Bpems. JleHTa
C 3arnHcblo namaTH OymeT rotoBa 6yKBaJbHO yepe3 He-
CKOJIBKO 4acoB. Bbl corsiacHbl?

Y daubep packanniBajach rojiosa. MbiC/AH CKOJb3HIIH,
nyTajHch, CBHBaJMCh B 3amyTaHHble KJAYOGKH — KaK HUTH
pa3HOLBETHOI NPsXKH, C KOTOPLIMH peLIHJ NOHrpaTh KoTe-
HOK. A rioe oHa, Ta rjaBHas KpacHas HHTb? Dinbep He
BHzesa ee. OnsATh cTaTh yGHiLEH, ONSTh NO3BOJHTb MOA-
BeprHyTb ce6si MOACO3HATEJbHOMY NPOrpaMMHPOBaHHIO?
Jla oHa Beb cOBCeM HEIABHO MpoOLLJa Yyepe3 BCe 3TH MYKH
aja, Tak 3ayeM XKe JAOGPOBOJILHO COrJallaThCsl HA TO 2Ke
camoe Bo BTopoi pa3? Kak zauem? Il 15 T oT o
YyTo6H MoMOUYDb Jl Xexky.

A norowm... Bpsn au Banactep u cam 3HaeT focTaTo4HO
Xopollo Bce TO, YTO mpepsaraer ei ceifiyac. OH MoxeT
PEKOHCTPYHPOBaTb NpPHEMbl KaKOro-HHGYAb YJAHYHOro Xy-
JIHTaHa, HO C HeM... HeT, Y MHHHCTpa He GbIJIO BO3MOXKHO-
CTH y3HaTb BCe ee CeKpeThl. A MOTOM... BIIOJHE BO3MOXHO,
YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 el yAacTcs MPOKOHTPOJHPOBaTh CBOM
HHCTHHKT Y6uiubl. Posbd 6bl1 MepTB, H HH OAHO cyille-
CTBO B MHpe He MOIJIO 3ayCTHTb B X0 Ty MHHY, KoTopas
Korga-to 6bla 3ajoX<eHa Ha YpOBHe ee MOACO3HaHHS.

Aaubep HeyBepeHHO YJbIGHYJach H KauHYyJa rojOBOM:

— Xopouto. Jlymalo, 4To Mbl NOTOBOPHJIHCh.

Temuble rnasa Banactepa cBepKHYJIH KaKoH-TO afcKoM
PanoCThIO.

— Xopowo. Xo-po-uro, — MeJIeHHO cKa3all OH H OTMy-
CTHJI ee 3amsicTbe.



FAABA 3

Jxek nocMoTpeJ Bcjen MoofoH eHiuHe. ITocse ee
yXofa B BO3lyXe OCTaJicsl CJiell JOPOrHX AYyXOB H KaKoi-To
CMepTeJsIbHOI, Hesacay>KeHHo# o6unbl. OHa Gynuaa B HeM
BOCMOMHHaHHA, HO BCe XKe — OCTaBaJjlach AJIs Hero 3araf-
Koi. TalHoOM 3a ceMblo mewaTsiMH. JI>)keK NoBepHyJcs K
KOMIMbIOTEPY M BBIHYJ H3 HEro TOJIbLKO YTO MpPOCJYLIaHHBIH
JUHCK.

U ero Tesio, n ero MeicaH nocJie nNpo6Gy>XXAeHHsI OKasa-
JIHCh coBepllueHHO 4yXHMH. OH BCMOMHHJI CBOIO IOHOCTB,
Ho 3a6bl1 Bce nocjenHHe roasl. OH cTan cTaplue, HO Kak?
Ha ero Tese 6binM lIpaMbl, HO OTKYAa OHH B3SIIHCh?
KaxxeTtcs, Koraa-to oH JIIOGHJ 3Ty XKEHIUHHY, HO OHa Oblaa
eMy coBeplueHHO He3HakoMa. KoHeuHo, moka OH He Gbla
crapukoM. Ero ¢pu3uyeckuil Bo3pacT TAHYJ rAe-To Ha ABal-
uaTh NATb — TPHAUATH JIET, XOTA pealbHbLIH BO3pacT ero
JKHM3HH YyXKe npHOAWxKaics K natugecatd. Jkek nonpas-
Jaancs GbICTPO, XOTA KOXa, HcheuwlpeHHas py6luamH, B
HECKOJIbKUX MecTaX CHJIbHO GoJsena. Ax, ata koxa! C
HEeKOTOpBIX NMOp OH HalmoMHHal cebe CTpaHHOe CYHIECTBO,
3aBJiafieBlliee ADYTHM TeJIOM H JXHBYyllee B HeM. A TOT,
KOTOpBHIN paHblue HasbiBaa ce6s xexom LlltopMom, yuren
B HeGoiTHe. KakuM oH 6b1? 3a uTo cpaxaiacsi H 4TO
Mo6ua? Bce 3To ocTaBaJsioch NOJIHOM 3arafKoii.

Hunewnn#t Hxek ITopM Mbic/IeHHO H3BHHSJICH Ile-
pen ApyruM, y6UTHM UM JDKeKoM, KaxeTcs, OH Ha CaMoM
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JleJle BOCMOJIb30BaJICSl €ro XXH3HbIO, HO CAeJJlaTh C 3THM OH
y>e HHuyero He mor. ToT, y6uThiit JxeK He MOT MOAEJNHTbCS
C HMM BOCMOMHHaHHAMH. ToJNbKO KaKHe-TO CMyTHble mpefo-
CTepe)eHHsl TO W Jlelo BCMBbIXMBalH B Mbicasx. Hrak, oH
OMsITh OblJl YEeJIOBEKOM, >KHBYLLUHM TMOJIOBHHOH CBOEH >XH3HH,
TOJIKO Terepb OH NOMHHJI ee HayaJlo M He NMOMHHJ KOHLA.

— Komangup LlTopm! — B omnepauHOHHYIO 3aryIsiHyJ]
rJaBHbIH Bpau rocnuTans. — Mbl 3aKOHYHJIM Bce MPOLERy-
pol. Kcratu, cefivac Bac xoTesn 6bl BHAETb HMMepaTop
IMenuc.

Jns Toro, uTo6bl XOTb KaK-TO BBECTH €ro B Kypc COGHI-
THH, eMy TOJIbBKO YTO JaJii TJIEHKY, COMEpIKalllylo KOHCMekK-
THBHBIH 0630p HeAaBHHX JIeT ero >XH3HH. Ternepb oH HMean
KOe-KaKHe MNpe[CcTaB/leHHs] O TOM, KTO GBI ero ApyroM, a KTo
— BparoM, H MOT NOroBOPHTb C HUMIIEPATOPOM.

* ok %

Onubep HenpoH3BOJLHO MoexHsach. Ee oueHb nyran
xosopHbift coH. TlpaBpga, oHa coBepllieHHO He coGHpazach
nokassiBath 3Toro Banmosepy Banacrepy. Ona onycrHia
BeKH M IUIOTHO CXasa ry6n — nycTh He ApoXart! — a rotoM
KaK MOXXHO IJIOTHee 3aKyTajlach B TEeMJylo MYLIHCTYIO Liallb.

TakcH peako 3aTopMo3HJI0. BaHioBep OTKpHIL ABEphb H
TIOJIOXKHJ B ee JIafloHb MaJleHbKylo Kaccety. OHa maxke He
B3rJIHyJla Ha Hee.

— Hapeloch, uTo 3aech HeT HHKaKHX CIOPNpH30B? —
pe3ko cnpocHya Duubep.

— Hy uro Bol! — Banactep 3arpsc royosoii. — ITocmor-
pHTe BHHMaTeJIbHO — Ha KacceTe neuath Magam CagH.

daubep 6pocuna KacceTy B KapMaH 106kH. Caan, Cann...
Korpa-to Canun 6bia ee Jyyuleit noapyroi, a Temepb BOT
B KOTOpHIi pa3 mpepgaetr ee. Bes ata cHTyaums Gbia
HaCKBO3b MPOHH3aHa JIOXKbIO.
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— MoxeT ObITb, Bbl XOTHTE, 4TOGbLI §l COMpPOBOXKAAJ
Bac? — YCJAYXXJHBO CNPOCHJ MHHHCTP.

- Her.

BanacTep He yOHBHJCSl 3TOMY OTBeTYy:

— Ouenb xopouo. B TakoM cayuyae, s BepHyCh 3a BaMH
3aBTpa.

Hy na, KoHe4HO, OH MPOCTO Npeaynpexjajl ee 0 TOM,
4To 6e3 Hero OHa He HWMeJa NMpaBa NOKHAATb NMOMELIEHHS.

HasepHoe, oTciona Hano 6bl1o 6exxaTb. Ho y Hee He Gbliio
BaI6Opa.

* % %

I/Imiepa'rop IMenuc oxupan Lltopma B 3ane pas ayau-
eHuMit. 3a 6bl1 MYCT, TONLKO PACHIHThie 30JOTOM BOEH-
Hble 3HaMeHa TOP)>KeCTBEHHO CBMCaJH CO CTEGH A3 JIErKHH
BETEPOK lleJiecTes] UBETaMH, O6GBHBaIOLIHMH CBOA MpaMop-
HOTO MmoJiyKpyrJioro KynoJa. Ha orpoMHoM cTapHHHOM TpoHe
HMmnepaTtop Tpuaackoro TpoHa BHIr/ffes O4YeHb MaJieHb-
KHM H oueHb HecyacTHbIM. J)KeK HH 3a 4YTO He y3HaJs 6bl
ero, ecyii 6bl eMy 3apaHee He MoKa3aJjH (oTorpaguio aToro
yesoBeKa. Ml Bce-TakH OH NpeKpacHO MOHHMaJ, YTO 3Hal
HMMepaTopa H paHblue.

On nogowen k Ilemucy u oTaan camoT. B npasoii
YacTH rpyAHOH KJeTKH, Ha MecTe cBexxero pybua, pesko
oTO3Bajach 60Jb.

— Tbl He CJMIIKOM-TO M03a6OTHJCS O MOeM Tele,
CTapHK, — MOAYMaJ OH, B3TJIAHYB Ha HMMMepaTopa.

ITermvc npUBeTCTBEHHO NMOMaxaj eMy PYKOI:

— UyscTByiiTe ce6s Kak J0Ma, KOMaHAHp!

KomaHnup? AX, fa... HaBepHoe, 3a Te rofibl, 0 KOTOPhIX
OH ceiyac He IOMHMJ HH4Yero, JeiiTeHanT LITopMm noayuun
nosbllleHHe no cayx6e! Ou paccanabuiacs M nonpoGosan
napy pas ray6oxo B3goxHyTb. Bosb Hcyeana. EMy paccka-
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3aJI4, YTO COBCeM HelaBHO OH TOJIbIMH PYKaMH CrpaBHJICSA
C phillapeM B NoJiHOM 60eBOM BOOpY>KeHHH. «EcTb cTapble
cospaThl M ecTb Xpabpbie CoJiAaThl, HO He GbiBaeT OfLHOBpe-
MEHHO M CTapblX, H XpabpbiX coigaT», — MoyeMy-TO MOAY-
man LltopmM, yBHAeB, uTo uMnepatop [lenuc BcTan ¢ TpoHa
M npowea B HeGosblylo, NMPHMBIKAIOWLYIO K 3any AJs
aynHdeHUMH KOMHAaTKy, siBHO npuraawas- Jlxkeka rnocJjeno-
BaThb 32 HHM.

JIHyHbBI KaGHHeT MMMepaTopa GbUI COBCEM MaJjleHb-
KkHM. [IBa Kpecsia, OGHTHIX AparoleHHbIM ajibiM 6apxaTom,
He6oJbLION XYPHANbHBIA CTOJHK MEXAY HHMH H NHCbMEH-
HBI{ CTOJN fIBHO CTapHHHOH pa6oTel MpsAMO y okHa. B
obleM-TO, O4eHb CKPOMHO AJISi HMMepaTopa.

IMenxc yabi6Hysc H npepjioxua J>keky npHcecTb.

— Tpyano 1n36aBHTbCS OT CTapbiX NpHBbIYek!

— Ilpusbiyexk? — nepecnpocua IlTopm.

Hmnepatop KHBHY/A H 06Bes B3rJASIAOM KOMHarTy:

— Jla. 3gech HeT HH OXpaHbl, HH 3aMHCBIBAIOLIHX
ycTpoHcTB. ToJIbKO 3KpaHbl, MelualollHe MOACAYIUHBATh,
Jla Hala CKJOHHasi OWHG6AaTbCA NMaMAThb.

JkeK noyyBCTBOBaJ ce6s ouyeHb HeylOTHo. A Belp,
JIeHCTBHTEJIbHO, NI0ACO3HATEbHO TONLKO MHHYTY Ha3ai OH
nbiTajcsi OGHAapY>XHUTb KaKoe-TO CKpbiToe 0GOpyHoBaHMe.
KaxkeTcsl, 3To 6bly10 6e3ycJIOBHBIM ped/ieKCOM, TaKUM XKe,
Kak AbixaHHe. IHTepecHO, a KTO Hay4HJ ero 3THM BellaMm?

— ‘MHe ckasajnu, 4TO B Mpoliecce onepauHH Bbl MoTe-
PAAH NaMsTb O COGLITHAX MOCHEAHHX CEeMH-BOCbMH JIeT, —
HeTepreJHBO CTYKHYJ NajbLaMH MO CTOJYy HMIepaTop.

— MHe ckKasaaH TO e caMoe, — HeolpeJesJeHHO
oTBeTHJ JXKeK.

= 3t0 nuoxo. — IlenHc coKpyLIeHHO NMoKayaJ roJIoBoH.
— B npouiom Bbl pa6oTaH H Ha MeHs H... HY, He CTaHeM
rOBOPHTb, YTO NMPOTHB MeHf, a copMyaHpyeM 3To Gosee
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o6rexaeMo — Ha ce6Ga camoro. Hasepnoe, uTo-TO Bac
NPHBJIEKAJIO B 3TOM, €CJIH YK BBl MO3BOJISIH ce6e HATH Ha
nofo6HbIH pHCK. M1 TeM He MeHee, s1 XO4y MO3APaBHThb Bac
c of6peTeHHeM YTpayeHHOM KOrga-To NaMfATH O Balei
MoJiofiocTH. Cefiyac Bbl OYeHb MHOrO 3HaeTe O TeX BpeMe-
Hax, B KOTOpble pbILlapH NeHCTBHTEJbHO NMpOUBETAJH.

Cynsa no BceMy, Wmnepartop xiaja otBeta. Ho uto oH
JoJKeH Obll OoTBeuyaTb? OTa Obpipa B NaMATH Mellaja
LITopMy MBICAHTB, MelllaJla OPHEHTHPOBATLCA B peasbHOH
JKH3HH.

— MHe ckKa3anu, 4TO sl JOJMKEH no6JaroAapuTh Bac 3a
3TO, — BEXJIHBO KHBHYJ OH.

3eJsieHble ryiasa [lenHca Hanpsi)KeHHO CBepPKHYJIH:

— BaM ckasanM — ellle coBceM He O3HayaeT, YTO Bbl
cornacHel ¢ sTHM! Bbl oueHb HanpsixeHwel. Kak s Mmory
YCIIOKOHTb Bac, MO MaJlbuHK?

Jxek Hanpsarcsa. KoHeuHo, ero namsaTh oTKasazna eMmy,
HO HHTYHTHBHO OH 3HaJl, YTO OH COBCEM He MaJlbyHK
nmnepartopa Ilennca. Korga-to oH mnokasicsi B BepHOCTH
umnepartopy Pepury, a Ilenuc... ITennc 6bla1 ero npeeMHH-
koM. Bapyr IllTopmy nokasasoch, uTo KaBHHeT, B KOTOPOM
OHH CHISAT, HaNOJHHJICA KaKHM-TO TeHAMH. [lenHc ABHO He
3aMeuan ux. HaBepnoe, 370 6blin npuspaku. Ho — ubu?

— CkaXHTe MHe, — THXO CITPOCHJI OH, — NoYeMy focJie
cMepTH MMnepartopa Pepura poiuapi JOMHHHOHA Bnaiu B
HEMMJIOCTh?

BecHymkyM Ha JHle HMNepaTopa 3aCBeTHJHCb SIPKHM
OpaH>eBbIM CBETOM.

— Mubl Befp OblH OGyueHbl BECTH Y H € T Yy I0
B O W H Yy, — NPONO/XKHJI OH, NMPHCTaJAbHO CJeAsl 3a
H3MeHeHHAMH B JiHLle uMnepatopa. - Ilpupoaa nmiaHer He
JI0JIDKHA CTpafiaTh OT owHG0K Mbichasiuel niaoTH. [Togymaii-
Te CaMH — MpoiifieT AeBATh MecsleB, H Ha CBeT MOSBHTCS
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HoBolil Tlenuc, a ans Toro, uTo6bl NOSIBHJICA HOBBIH
Muanoc nau HoBas [opmana CT3HA, He XBaTHT HHKaKoOro
BpeMeHH.

=~ Poitapy He ycaeamad sa MHJIOCOM, — CMOKOKHO
OTBETHJl UMMepaTop. — A UTO KacaeTcs BalHX efouyeMys,
TaK Mbl CaMH XOTEJH Obl pacCcmpoCHTb BaC Koe O YeM.
Ckopo cioga npHaeT MoH HOBbIK MHHHCTp Danacrep H
cpa3y >Ke OTBeJleT Bac B KOMHaTy, B KOTOPOH Bbl cMoXeTe
paccKasaTb M 3anMcaTh Ha MJeEHKY BCe, YTO BCMOMHHJIH.
BHAHTeE JIH, BBl 4yTh JIH He eIMHCTBEHHBII YeJI0BeK, CyMeB-
WHH BbDKHTh nocjie Mujoca. TpakH 3axBaTHJH NJaHeTy
Tak GbICTPO, UTO Yy Hac He OCTaJochb HH 3anuceM, HH
IOKYMEHTOB, MOTyLIMX XOTb KaK-TO NMOATBEPAHTDb, YTO TaM
FIPOM30LJIO Ha CaMOM feJie.

BoTt Tak. Ero npocusin BCOMHHTb O MHJIOCCKOM KOll-
mape. ITyctb Tak. OHH nosnyuaT TH BocnmoMHHaHHs. Ho
4YTO OHH JafyT eMy B3aMeH? MoxeT GbiTb, OHH BEPHYT eMy
naMsaTh O MOCJefHHX roflax ero >XH3HH? [la HeT, BpaL JIH.
«HukoMy He noBepsi, — HaluenTbiBaJ €My BHYTPEHHHH
ronoc. — Ecau Thl cMOXelub y3HaTb NMPaBRY, TaK TOJBKO y
Ceatoro Kaaunas.

— M ewe... = JI)Xek BonpocHTeJbHO NMOCMOTpes Ha
IMenuca. — Paccka)kHTe MHe 0 TOM YOKepe, KOTOpPOro fi
JoMKeH 6yny HaHTH.

= Ara! — [enxc 06JI0KOTHJICA O APYrOH NMOAJIOKOTHHK.
— Jlo Toro, xak Kannh H3bpan nyTh cayxeHus Bory H ctan
CBSITHIM, MBI 3HaJIH APYT ApYyra A0BOJIbHO-TaKH Xxopolwo. OH
NpeKpacHLI} YeJIOBEK, H STO — OCHOBHast NPHYHHa BCeX ero
HenpuaTHocTel. Ecan 6ul 3TO 6bLI0 He Tak, To JH60 MBI,
JIH60 caMH YoKephbl AaBHHIM-JaBHO H3blCKa/H 66l cnocob oT
Hero M36aBHTbcsi. — IlenHc NMoMopLIHJCA H C HHTepecoM
nocMotpea Ha LltopMa. — DTo ANA Bac CAHLIKOM OTKpO-
BeHHas peyb?
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OluyuleHHe cTpaliHOH OWHOKH H rjo6anblioro npour-
pbilia BAPYr mosBHJoch y IDkeka. OH OTAHYNO OWLYTHI,
4YTO HMIIEPaTOp C KaXcAbIM YeJIOBEKOM pa3roBapHBaJ Mo-
CBOEMY H 3a KaXX[[bIM CJOBOM CKpLIBajJl CBOH COGCTBeHHbIE,
OHOMY eMy H3BeCTHble coobpaxkeHusi. A Ixek... IDkek
6L BCero JHWb COJIAATOM, M TOJbKO MYXKecTBO, a He
namsTbh MOTJIO ceffyac pearHpoBaTh Ha ycJblliaHHOe.

— Xopouinii yesoBeK AOCTOHH GOJBLUHX HenpHSATHOC-
TeH, — OTBETHJl OH IBYCMbICJIEHHO.

IMennc BuinpsiMuJcs. Ero Bosochl MoAHAMHCH Hafl roJo-
BOH M 3aulyMeJH OT Pa3psiloB NICHXHYECKOro >XHBOTHOrO
ajekTpHuyecTBa. OH ycMexHyJcs:

— §1 porageiBaloCh, YTO 3TO HMEHHO TaK.

— Bonpoc B apyrom, — nonpo6oBaj co6paTbcsl € MblC-
aamu topM. — IloyeMy OH He BepHyJiCsl cam?

— YeM Bbl HelOBOJIbHBI, KoMaHAHp LllTopM, H UTO BHI
XOTHTe MHEe CKas3aTb? — HMIepaTop BHIKAaTHJ CBOH 3eJle-
Hble TJ1asa H QbIPKHYJ. — $ 3Hal0o, KaK Bbl OTHOCHTEChb K
TpakaM, H Bce >Xe MOoeMy [ABOPY Ha MPOTSXKEHHH MHOIHX
JeT yAaBaJlocb YAepXHBaTb 6ajlaHC W He BBS3bIBaTbCA B
6eccMbICJIEHHYIO KPOBONPOJIMTHYIO TIylo6ajibHYylo BOHHY. A
celiyac y Hac ecTb Apyro# Bpar — ar-thapesibl. Mbl HHYero
He 3HaeM O HHX, KpOMe TOro, YTO OHHM NPHXOAAT, paspy-
WaloT ¥ yXomaT. Mbl He MoXkeM HH 3aBfi3aTb C HHMH
KOHTaKThl, HH OTPa3UTb XOTb CKOJIbKO-HHOYAb 3 deKTHBHO
HX HanafileHHs. M1 ¢ MeHs JOCTaTOYHO TOrO, YTO TPAKH XOTb
KaK-TO MOTYT YNPaBHTbCH C 3THMH YYNOBHILUAMH.

O6 ar-tapesiax LlTopm Koe-uTo MOMHHJI. DTa HHOP-
MaliHs, OTHOCSIIIasici K HEeCKOJbKHM I[OC/NefHHM rofam
cywecTtBoBaHHa TpHaackoro TpoHa, 6blia 3anHcaHa Ha
TOM KacceTe C BaXKHeiillell HHpopMauMeH, KOTOPYI OH
npocjyilnajl KakHe-To noJjyaca Hasaf. YTo-To HacTOpaXkKH-
Bajo Jxkeka. AX, BOT 4To... 3Ta paca BoeBaja TOYHO TakK
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Xe, KaK KOrfa-To o6GyuyaiH BoeBaTb e€ro CaMoro B pblliap-
cKoM 1iKoJse Pepura. AT-hapesbl HHKOrja He 3aTparuBalji
NpHpoAdy NJaHeThbl, OHH TMpHJETaNH, HAHOCHJH MOUWHDI
yAap H Hcye3asH B HEHM3BeCTHOM HanpaBJjieHHH. AT-¢pape-
Jibl GBIJIH NPEKPacHO BOOPY>KeHbl, HH OQHH PblLapb He CMOr
6bl MPOTHBOCTOSITb MX Pa3pylUHTEsIbHOI TeXHHKe.

— A KxaxkoBa BepoOATHOCTb TOrO, YTO MHe YAacTcs
oTbicKaTh KanHHa XXHBLIM? — ¢ HHTepecoM cripochJ LLlTopM.

— Ckopee Bcero — HHKaKoH, — moxan nueuyamH [le-
nuc. — Ckopee Bcero, Bbl He 0GHapy»HTe KaXke ero oCTaH-
koB. M Bce xxe — Kanun He oTHOCHTCSl K nopofe Jiogei,
KOTOpble MOTYT B3fiITb la H BOT TaK BOT BAPYr HCUe3HYTh
G6eccnegHo. UTo KacaeTcsi MeHsl, Tak §i YYBCTBYIO, HTO
Kanun >xuB. — Ilennc BLITAHYJ LlIel0 H HaKJOHWJICA K
Jxeky. — A ec/H Bbl XOTHTe ero Hai{TH, Bbl TOXe JOJXHbI
6ynete noBepHTb B 3TO.

— B TakoM cjayyae, MHe noTpeGyeTcsi HOBOe OpYXHe,
— 3alMHYBIUMCb Ha CJIOBe «OpY>KHe», cka3an LlTopm.

IMenuc xoxoTHya:

— Jla He BosiHYy#Tech e Tak! C Bac yxe CHSJH MepKy.
Bponeckadanap 6yner y Bac, Kak TOJIbKO Bbl 3TOTO noxe-
naeTe.

J)kek MArko yabl6HyJdcsi. EMy Hamo ObJIO BBISCHHTDL
elle OAMH BOMPOC, HO OH He 3HaJ, KaK K 9TOMY MOACTY-
MHTB.

— Korna s BepHyscs Ha ManbTeH, Bbl NMpeACTaBHJH
MeHS Kak npejaTess H fiesepTHpa. Kaxkercs, y MeHs MoryT
BO3HHKHYTb TPYAHOCTH C NMOAGOPOM MOMOLIHHKOB.

[Tenuc npocTo BHINPLITHYJN M3 CBOEro Kpecia H Kak-To
CYeTJIHBO 3aMeTasicsl 110 KOMHare.

— Ho Bbl Xe MHe cKasalH, YTO HHYero He NOMHHTe!

JxeK ToXe aBTOMaTHYeCKH MOAHSJICA C Kpecna. Ax,
HaBepHOe, eMYy He CTOMJIO 3TOro AeJlaTb — MalleHbKHH
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HMIepaTop ObT YyTh-4yTh MOBLILLE, YeM GJecTsluas ¢op-
MeHHasl Mps)KKa Ha nosice ero 6Gpiok... Jxkek crop6uics,
cTpeMsich BHIIJISAETb XOTb HEMHOXEUKO HHXe.

— S peficTBHTeJIbHO HHYEro He MOMHIO, — CKa3aJ OH.
— Ho moka y MeHs ecTb yIIH, a oXpaHa y MOHX ABepei
HMeeT NPUBBLIYKY pa3roBapHBaTh. fI He 3Halo, Kak f moJjy-
YHJI 3BaHHEe KOMaHAWpa BalIMX pblliapeii, HO A He 3HaI0 H
TOro, No4YeMy Sl PellHJl OCTaBHTb CBOH mnocT. {1 najneko He
pebeHok, H 6paTh Ha Bepy Bce, YTO Bbl MHe CKaxkeTe,
NpOCTO He MOry.

Por Ilenuca nepeKocusicst oT OTBpaLIeHHs, HO HMMepa-
TOp cyMeJsl nepe6opoTh ce6si H H3MEHHTb 6e306pa3Hylo
rpHMacy Ha YJBbIGKY:

— Xopoiuxe JIOAH AOCTOHHBI GOJIBIIMX HENpPHATHOC-
TeH, — NOBTOPHJ OH ABYCMBLICJEHHOCTb, MHHYTOH paHee
ckasaHHywo IlTopmom.

JBepb OTKpHIach, H Ha Nopore BO3HHK MHHHCTP HM-
nepatopa Banposep Banactep. [lenuc o6neryeHHo pacxo-
XoTancs:

— Banpnosep, Bu onosgaau! ¥ Hac 6blsi OueHb HHTepec-
HHH pa3srosop!

— ¥ MeHs OblIH HeOoT/I0XKHbIe fiesa, Baule BesnnuectBo,
— CHepXaHHO MOK/JOHHJCH TOT.

— 4 noxnaraiw, — Ilenuc nocMotpen Ha Llltopma Gosb-
IUKMH BHYWAIOWMMH IJa3aMH, — YTO KOrAa Bbl GymeTe
6ecenoBaTh C MOMM MHHHCTDOM, BH GyneTe [0BepsATb CBO-
el MaMATH, a He nepecyjaM 3eJIeHBIX IOHLIOB.



FAABA 4

Ha komnbloTepax cpa6oTajl cHrHaja TpeBoru. Boyru
MOCMOTpesl Ha 3KpaHbl M MOAMPLIrHYN OT PafloCTH: K ero
HeGOoJ/IbLIOH KOCMHUYECKOI! KarcyJe, MOX0XKeR Ha NJeTeHyio
JIonKY, NpHONHXKalcs Gonbluof KOCMHYeCKHH Kopabib!
BoyrH oTKpbIJI TOJCThIE ABEPH TPIOMa H 3aMep B OXKHOAHHH
— OH Jl0’XKAaJICAl CBOEro yaca: BOT-BOT B 3THX BBICTHIBIUHX
NycThIX NMOMellleHHAX pasaactcsi rojoc [xekal

Ho B HaywHHKax ckadaHapa He BO3HHKaJo HHKaKHX
KOMaHJ, MOJIYaJH H 3KpaHbl BHellHeH CBf3H MaJleHbKOro
cnacaTesibHoro kopa6nsi. Kancyaa nepHynace, Kak Aepra-
eTcs BeTXas JIOQYOHKA Ha NpPHJAHBHOH BojHe. Kaxercs,
Tenepb OHa HaxXofHJach B JloKe 6GoJbLIOro Kopa6/s H Gblia
3aHKCHpOBaHa.

JHa, na, cefiuac k Hemy npugmer Jxek! Boyru yxe
CJbIIAJ KaKHe-TO 3BYKH 32 TOJICTOM OGLUWBKON Kopa6us.

OH noJsixeH 6bla1 moMoub JXKeKy oThickaTh ciep Kaau-
Ha, ero MHccHA Gblla MOYTH YXe 3aBepllieHa, W Temnepb
oxHiaHHe BcTpeun co LlITopMOM — coGbITHSA, OYeHb BaXK-
HOTO ANl Hero, — corpesaJio ‘Aywy. BofiHa paspesnnaa ux
IpYyr ¢ apyroMm, Ho Boyrx HHKoraa He Tepsil Hajexabl Ha
BCTpeyy.

Ho 4To 310? Boyrs BHHMaTeIbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha JIoMa-
IoLLYIOCS Of, CHJbHBIMH yAapaMH MeTaJJIHYecKylo nepero-
poaky. CoBceM He philapH JIoMHHHOHa ¥ He HOBble APY3bfl°
JI>Xeka npeacTanu mepex HHM — ero Kopabilb 3aXBaTHJH
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TpakH! OHH NOTpecKHBa/JH CBOHMH XHTHHOBbIMH MaHLMpS-
MH M CTPeKOTaJH, CTPeKOTajH Ha CBOEM NPOTHBHOM H
HEMOHSATHOM fI3bIKe.

O, ecau 6n TyT 6bla JKeK, oH He Tepsi1 Obl HH
MHHYThI! ¥2K OH-TO cyMeJ Gbl MoKa3aTh, Ha YTO CMOCO6HO
ero JIMYHOe Opy>KHe, H YCTPOHJ 6bl 3STHM BOHIOUHM XKyKaM
TaKylo MfICOpPYOKY...

Boyru 3aavixancsi ot spocTH. OH 06513aH 060poHATbCA!
Kakum e ryiynbiM, HauBHBIM H MaJIeHbKHM OH OblJ1 10 CHX
‘nop! Haxke He. 3ampaBHJI GPOHEKOCTIOM Ha IMOJIHYIO MoLl-
HocTb! Ho Kakoe-To KOJIHYECTBO 3HEprHH y Hero Bce Xe
ecTb, a MOTOM, €My MHOro pa3 IpPHXOQHJIOCh BOeBaTb
BMecTe co IlITopmoM, a 3HauyuT, OH yMeeT mnoGexxaaTb
Bpara. Boyr¥ m3gan BOHHCTBeHHbIH KpPHK M GpocHics B
aTaky.



FAABA 10

STo 6bJIO MOXOXe Ha TO, YTO OHa OThICKaja B CBOeM
wkady cTapoe, AaBHLIM-AaBHO 3a6LITOe MJaThe C KapMaHa-
MH, HaGHTBLIMH BCAKOH HeHYXHoil uenyxoii. O, 3nech GblNH
H MasJeHbKHe pajJoCTH, M MOpOCLIHe TpaBoil 3abBeHHS
YHHXKEeHHS H OGHIHL. A elue 3T0 6bLIO NOX0Xe Ha TO, 6YATO
6bl BoJielo ¢yne6 Daubep ouyTHJach Ha necyaHoMm Gepery
orpomMHoro okeaHa. CBeTHT CoJIHIEe, Ha Geper HaKaThIBalOT
BOJIHbI, @2 OHa CHAMT H B 3aJyMYHBOCTH nepeGupaeT najb-
uamMH TIpHGpexXHHH mnecok. OH cTekaeT ¢ ee JajoHeH
CTPYHKaMH, COCTOALUHMH H3 GeJibiX, JKeJThX, KOpHYHEBHIX
M KpPacHBIX IeCYHHOK, a OHa MNHTaeTcs MNOHATb, KaKas
Nnecy”dHKa XOpolla, a Kakasi — HeT, M pa3fieJHTh HX Ha
pasHble KyukH. Ho 3To HeBO3MOXKHO — NeCYHHKH CJHBAIOT-
¢ M TONbKO TakK, Bce BMecTe, 06pa3yloT 3TOT MSATKHMH
HCKpSILUMHACS Mecok. A ellle 6bIBaJo 1 TaK — caMoOe KpacH-
BOe, CaMoe pajyXHOe BOCMIOMHHaHHe GHUIO. CJIeICTBHEM
LeJsIoff LeNnH CTPalIHBIX M XKeCTOKHX cobuTHi. Tak uTo,
MoXXeT GbITb, BMeCTe C NMJOXHMH BOCIOMHHAHHAIMH cjleny-
eT OoT6pPOCHTb H XopoliHe?

Dnubep sexkana coBeplieHHO cnoKoiiHo. ITaMATb Bep-
HyJla el Bce yTepsiHHble OLIylUIeHHS — KoJiolnHe, Gones-
HeHHble, HO CBOH, POHBIE HIOJIOYKH, GYJaBOUKH, FBO3SH-
k. Tenepn oHa oluyllana, Kak ee AbnXaHHe Mpo6HBaeTcs
CKBO3b JierkHe. Kak H B I0HOCTH, ee MO3I CTaJl 3HeprHueH
H akTHBeH. OH GHJI CHJbHee M MOryllecTBeHHee ee Ma-
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JIeHbKOH OXJIaXKAeHHOH NJIoTH. DnubGep CTalo XOJOAHO
OHa noeXkHJiacb M NMPHNOAHANA TOJIOBY.

ToTuac e psigOM C Hell MNOSIBHJAach MefcecTpa H
Habpocusa Ha o3sbliee TeJo TemJoe cTeraHoe oAesJo.
Ona npoBepusa, He cOHJIa JH TNpOCHyBluascs DauGep
6pacsieT C AaTYHKaMH, 3aKpenJleHHbIH Ha JIo[bl>KKe, Nnpo-
GopmoTasia yTo-TO 0GOApsIOllee H yuia.

3a6biThie OTPLIBKH ee XKH31IH ONfATh 3aMeJIbKaJii nepen
rjiasaMu pKMMH LBeTHbIMH KapTHHKaMu. OHH He 3acJjons-
JH COGLITHH nocjefAHHX AHeH. 3HaYHT, OHa HHYero He
noTepsijia, COrJlacHBLUMCb Ha npeasoxxeHdHe Basacrepa, a
B3aMeH mpHo6Gpena Bce.

* % * ] .

— Bbl okasanuch npaBbl OTHOCHTENBHO UlTopma. -
KuBHyn Banactep u notep pykH — KaxeTcs, 3TO 6bli
eIHHCTBEHHBbIH JKeCT, KOTOPLIM MHHHCTP No3BOJsJ cebe
XOTb KaK-TO BhilaBaTb CBOM 3MouHH. — OH TNOJNHOCTBIO
Baw. K ToMy e, oH coBceM He NMOMHHT ObIILIX paslioria-
cuii. OH OTHOCHTCS K BaM C yBa)keHHeM M NouTeHHeM, KakK
U MoJIoXKeHO HOBoGpaHLy, a BMecTe C TeM 1O CHX Mop
ocTaeTcs LIEHHbIM M Ha MHOroe cnocoGHLIM BoeHHbM. Ml
JIOMXXKHbl OBIIM paHbllie NOAYMATbCSl 0 TaKHX Mep rnpece-
YEeHHUA.

— Ja! — TlenHc OT YAOBONBLCTBHA MaXKe XJIOMHYJ B
nagown. — K ToMy ke, oH oTnpaBasieTcss HcKaTh KanHHa
NOTOMY, UTO f JIal0 eMy TaKoe NMOpyuyeHHe, a He NMOTOMY,
YTO OHM BCIO >XH3Hb GBIIM GOJBLIMMH APY3bMH. Tak uTo
fl MOJIHOCTbIO KOHTPOJIHPYIO CHTYauHio! ‘

BanpoBep momHsiicA H npoluesics Mo KOMHaTe B3ajl-
Brepen:

— OTa cHTyauus pasBHBaeTCs HMEHHO TaK, KaK f BaM
K o6eluan.
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— 41 ouenb paa! — kuBHya Ilenuc ¥ nocMoTpea Ha
MHHHCTPa CBOHMH TNpO3payHbIMH 3eJIeHLIMH TJasaMH. —
Ecui 661 Bce cayyniioch no-apyromy, Bbl y6UJH 6bl ero, He
TaK JH?

— Hert, — nepHyncs Banacrep, 6yaTo 661 HanopoBLIHCH
Ha 4TO-TO cMepTesibHOoe H ocTpoe. — Ho s y6un 6ml ero,
ecJH 6bl 3TO nMoTpeGoBasoch BaM. A MOTOM... OH Bce elle
ornaccH — Beflb eMy [0 CHX NOp He HPaBHTCH, Koraa HM
ynpasJasiioT.

INennc npeHeGpeXXHTeNbHO MaXHYJ PYKOIi:

— OT1o epynna. Komanapl naer umneparop.

BanpoBep KHBHYJ M yXe XoTes BbIHTH, Ho [lenuc
OKJIMKHYJ €ro y>xe B JBepsiX:

— A Kak HacyeT AeBYLUKH?

‘BaHaoBep B3ApPOTHYJ:

— OHa wmos!

INenuc corsiacHO KHBHYJ:

— [Ma, na, Bce, Kak H JOTOBOPHJMHCb.

BasacTep HepewHTebHO NMepecTyNnHJ ¢ HOTH Ha Hory:

— B 6anxaiiiee BpeMsi § HHYero He GyNy NpeanpHHH-
MaTb. Bce meno B ToM, uto y LlTopMa Bce-TakHM ecTb
KaKHe-TO HHCTHHKTHBHEIE BOCTIOMHHaHHA o Hell. fI xopowio
BHAEJ 3TO MO BHIPaXKeHHIO ero rnas. Tak 4To, ec/H OHa
BHe3alHo HCYe3HeT, y Hero NosBsITCS HeHYXXHble noao3pe-
HHS. .

HmnepaTtop ‘HacTOpOXHJCS:

— A ecaH oHa OKaXkeT Ha Hero AypHoe BJIHSHHe?

BangoBep 06HXKeHHO Mopxasi ry6ni:

— 3to uckawoyeHo. OHH HHKOrga He CMOryT CGJIH-
3HTbCA TakK, KaK 3To GblIO paHblie. A Tenepb... H3BHHH-
Te MeHs, Bawe BesnuecTBO, HO y MeHfi Ha3HauyeHH
Ba)KHble BCTPeuH.
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BanacTep nokJioHuscs H Bbilea 3a ABepH. OH 6bicTpo
npoules KOPHAOP W CBepHYJ BNpaBo, B HeGOJbLIOH OTCeK,
BelAylHH K ero co6cTBeHHbIM anapTaMeHTaM. [opsiuuii
B3rJIIA MMIMepaTopa Bce ellle CTOSJ Nepea riasaMH MHHH-
ctpa. Py Thl yept! — BaHaoBep TPAXHYJ roJIOBOH.

Ero co6GcTBeHHble amapTaMeHTbl BHITJfAENH TIopasfo
6oJlee MpauyHO, YeM HMnepaTopcKkHe mMokoH. [TocTosiHHO
pa6oTaloliHe KoMnbloTepbl JeHb H HOYb NPHHHMaJNH HH-
¢opmaLHI0 H BHAABAJH JIEHTHl C pacrneyaTkaMH 6ecKoHey-
HBIX (akToB. UTO 6HiJI0 B HHX? B ocHOBHOM naHHble 0
CThlYKaX MeXJAy JIOAbMH H TpaKaMH, TpaKaMH H arT-
dapenamy, aT-dpapenaMH u J0AbMH. B nocnennHe mecs-
bl HM3BeyHass HEHABHCTb MeXAYy JIOAbMH H TpaKaMH
3aMeTHO aKTHBH3HpoBasack. UeM 3To o6bsicHANoCh? [Toka
MHHHCTP He MOT OTHICKaTb KaKHX-JH60 pa3yMHbIX o6bsac-
HeHHH. He npu6JH3H/ICcA OH H K pa3pelleHHIO 3araiki
aT-papesnos. OTKyna B3fJIMCh 3TH TaHHCTBeHHble cylle-
ctBa? UTo oHM H3 cebs npeacrasasioT? TaliHa, TalHa H
elle pa3s TaklHa.

BaHpoBep HaxMypHJICS M MOCMOTpes Ha MoOC/AefHHe
cTaTHcTHYeckHe cBOAKH. OcosHaBan su [lennc nosnoc-
Tbl0, KaKasi OMacHOCTb Ha HHX HaaBHraetca? Ecun na, Tak
noyeMy OH A0 CHX FOp NPOAOJKaeT 3aHrpLIBaTh C yOoKepa-
MH? MoxeT 6biTb, yrpo3sa rpaKflaHcKoi.BOiHbl HeceT B
ceGe KaKHe-TO MpenMylliecTBa?

Banactep npocMmoTpen KoppecnoHaeHUHIO, TOJLKO YTO
NOCTYMHBILYIO MO TOYTe, W pEeLINH] CBA3aTbCA CO CBOUM
abIOTAHTOM. _

— Ha, cap! — anbloTaHT cpa3sy XKe NOABHJCA Ha aKpaH\e
BHYTPeHHeH CBSAI3H.

— S npouwy Bac Ha 3aBTpa JOrOBODHTbCH O BCTpeye C
KomaHaHpoM Kpokom.

— Xopoluo, c3p, — MOKJOHH/CA aAbIOTAHT.
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Muunocen, Kpok B mocsienHee BpeMsl o4YeHb HHTepeco-
BaJl MHHHcTpa. KoHeuHo, K HeMy Haao O6blJlo HaWTH noa-
XOi, HO 06 3ToM Banactep He 6GecrnokoHJacsi, 3a CBOIO
JONITYI0 XKH3Hb OH Hay4HJICSl JaflHTb H He C TaKHMH cylie-
cTBaMKH. A BoT HHpopmauHio oT Kpoka MoxHO 6blno 6bi
MOJYYHTb [OBOJIHO-TAaKH HHTepecHylo. MuJocel ymeso
GaslaHCHpOBaJ MeXAy priuapsiMH JJoMHHHOHA M TPaKaMH H
MOCTOSIHHO CIJIa)KHBaJl BO3HHKalOlHe MpoTHBOpeuns. A
ecJiH yyecTb, 4YTo moJaroe BpeMsi Kpok npoGuii B MjeHy y
TPaKoB, OH AOJIXKeH OblJl pa3bHpaThbCcs Aa)Ke B TeX BOMpo-
cax; KoTopble GbIJIH HeH3BeCTHbl H CaMOMY MHHHCTPY.

BaHgoBep MOATOJIKHYJI HOroH CBOe KpyTsilleecs Kpec-:
JIO M, NOBEPHYBIUHCh, OGHAPY>KMJI, YTO OH He OAHH.

— Ho6puiit Beuep, Banactep! — yabiGHynack danbep u°
BhILJIA M3 3aTeHEHHOro YyrJa.

Ha, oHa 6b1a MacTepHueit cBoero gesna! Ee uepho-
CHHUII Hapsif HacTOJbKO CJHMBaJjCsl C TeHsIMH, oTOGpachiBa-
€MbLIMH TUVIOTHBIMH NMOPTbepaMH, YTO MHHHCTP H He 3aMme-
THN Gul ee, ecau Gbl OHa ocTaBaslach HemoiBHXHOMH. Kak
addexTHO oHa cerogHs Burasgenal KawtaHoBble BoJOCH!
nofo6paHbl Ha 3aThlKe B MbILHBIH TSDKeqbli y3ea, a B
rnasax — TBEpPAOCTb H YBepeHHOCTb, KOTOPbIX H B NMOMHHe
He 6bl10 B nocsennue aHH. Kakoii-To KoM 3acTpsan B ropJe
Banactepa. BangoBep B3noXxHYJ H nonbiTajcst cobpaThest ©
MBICJISIMH:

— A 51 xak pas ‘co6HupaJicst MocJaTh 3a BaMH MawHHY!

Auubep cena B KpecJo. :

— Mawunny? Bce npouenypbl 3aKOHYHJHCh pPaHO YT-
pOM, 1 5l He BHIeJIa CMKICJIA CHAETDb MOJAHS B J1JaGOPaTOPHH
XOJIOHOrO CHa, — OHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero CBOHMH IJy-
GOKMMH KapHMH IJ1a3aMH.

Y Basacrepa saxBaTHJO AbixaHHe. Kak Guictpo! Ilna-
MSl TOH MCKpH, KOTOpYIO OH pa3sKker B Heli, yXe ropeJo

293



BOBCIO. [lcHXMueckass 3Heprusi UMPKyJAHpoBajaa Mo Teay
3TOH MOJIOAOH JieAH C TaKHM XXe HarnopoM, Kak H ee KpOBb.
Kak ke no aToro eit yaaBasocb NPHTYMJATL H CKPbIBaTb
ee? HeT, 3T0 AeHCTBHTENbHO >XXeMUYXXHHa, U 9Ta XKeMuy-
)KMHa AOJIXKHa KHTb.

Aanbep NMpUABHHYJ/A CBoe Kpecjo nobamxe K Banpo-
Bepy. OT Hee NaxJo AyXaMH — cJabblii, JeTyuHii, 06Bopo-
>KHTeNbHbIH 3anax! BanacTep KaluisiHya H nonbiTancs B3siTh
ce6s B PYKH.

— §1 xoTen 6bl, — MAArKO NMpOH3Hec OH, — YTOGHl Bbl He
pPacCyYMTbIBaJIH Ha TO, YTO Y Hac C BaMH MNapTHepcKHe
OTHOIUEHHS, JIefH.

Bhlpaxkenne ee JiHLA TOTYac XKe CTaJO XOJOLHBIM H
pe3kum:

— §1 3aKOHYHMNA HIPY B KOWIKH-MbILIKH, — DeLINTEeJib-
HBIM TOJIOCOM cKa3sana DJainbep. — Bbl roBopuTe MHe «/1efiH»,
a npo ce6s AyMaeTe — «IUJIOXa». Tak BOT, 1 COBCeM He
cob6upaloch BLIMOJHATL AJS1 Bac rpsisHyio pa6oty, Banno-
Bep, s coGHpaloch BepHYThbesl K JIXKeKy llaxke B TOM cJayuae,
ecJiH OH MeHSl He MOMHHT. fI HaMepeHa 60poThbCs 3a TO, YTO
NpHHAAJIEXXHT MHe!

Banposep BcTan c kpecna.

— Hy, yero-To Takoro s H 0XHaJl OT Bac, HO Hey>eJH
)Ke Bbl He TIOHHMaeTe, JieAH, 4YTO OGHapy>XHBaTb CBOH
HaMepeHHs HeGe3sonacHo? M notrom — pasBe MHe H BaM
BBIFOHO HAXOAHTbCS B COCTOSIHHM BOHHHI? Bbl #eHCTBH-
TeJIbHO YBepeHbl B TOM, YTO Mbl GoJibllie He COI3HHKH?

Aanbep pelIUTENbHO TPSAXHYJA roJIoBOI:

— Ja, 5 B 3TOM yBepeHa. )

Ha ynnuax yxe 6nijio TeMHo. B Kopumopax naBHBIM-
DNaBHO 3aXTJH JiaMMbl, ¥ HX CBeT NPOHHKaJ B TEMHYIO
KOMHaTy. MMHHCTp MoOAOWIeN K ABePH H 3aKphT KHGepHe-
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THYECKHH 3aMOK, NOTOM — BKJIIOYWJ CBeT B KaGHHeTe H C
HHTEpecoM MOCMOTPeJ Ha CBOIO cobeceHHLy:

— Bor Tenepn Haulel 6ecesle HUKTO He CMOXeT MoMe-
IaTh.

dDaubep BcTana:

— Heyxenn ke Bbl AyMaeTe, YTO MeHSl CMOXeT yaep-
XKaTb KaKaf-To [Bepb?

BaHpfoBep paccMmesuics:

— Her-HeT, Bbl ocTaHeTech 3[leCb He H3-3a JBeped H
Ia)ke He H3-32 3aMKOB.

Ee rnasa npespHTesNbHO CY3HJIHCh.

— 4 mory y6HTb Bac, — pe3KO CKasajia OHa.

— 1 snaw! — Banacrtep paccmesicsi ¥ mocMoTpes Ha
dnubep ¢ BHAOM noGeautensi. — KoHeyHo e, 1 3Halo 06
sToM. Besb 51 M ecTb TOT uesOBeK, KOTOpHIH 3anporpaMMH-
poBan Bac!



FnABA 11

Sanbep HHCTHHKTHBHO OTNpPsiHysa B cTopoHy. Tosnbko
4TO OHa MOJIHOCTbIO KOHTPOJIMPOBaJa CHTYalHIO, HO HeT —
3TO TOJbKO Ka3aJjoch ei. OkasniBaeTcsi, Banactep nrpan c
Dnubep, Kak KOWKa ¢ MHLKOH. HTak, UTo Xe OHa A0/MKHa
cefiuac caenath? AX na, npexie BCero ona fo0JXKHa coxpa-
HUTb camoo6nanaHue. Kaxercs, nmoka aTo ynaBasoch ei.
CKoJIbKO pa3 y Hee BO3HHKajlo HEMpeojosIHMOe >KeJaHHe
y6uTh MuHHcTpa paau Jkekal A cefiuac ona npocTo
o6si3aHa cliefaTh 3TO — Beflb €ro CMepTb aBTOMaTHYECKH
CTaHOBHJIaCh €e >KH3HbIO.

— Uto Bbl HMeeTe B BHAY? — DsiHbep 3aKHHYyJa HOTY
32 HOry M HacMeUJIHBO MOCMOTpeJa B riasa Bannosepy.

- 5l umelo B BHAy, — Banactep octanopuscs y cBoero
NHCbMEHHOTO CTOJa M C BHAOM XO35IHHAa MOCMOTpeJ Ha
daubep, — YTO BaM He CTOHT YrpoxkaTb MHe. fl cJaHLIKOM
XOPpOLLO 3HAI0, YTO BBl H3 ce6s npeacTtasnsieTe. M notom...
y MeHs ecTb WHGP K Toil nporpaMme, KoTopasi B Bac
3ajoxeHa. — BaHjoBep mpoluesn Mo KoMHaTe W elie pa3s
NIpOBepHJI, XOPOLUO JIH 3aKPHT 3aMOK. — Y Hac ecTb O 4YeM
NOroBopHTh HaenuHe, Jeau Djanbep.

— MHe He 0 uyeM C BaMH TOBOPHTb, — peLIHTENLHO
OTBeTHJa OHa.

— Heyxenn? — BanacTep yAHBJIeHHO MOAHAN GPOBH.
— Ho, MoxeT 6biTb, Bbl XOTH 6bl MocayluaeTe MeHsn? Iaxke
Baw naTpoH Poabd He 3Ha/, KakK 3anyCTHTb B AEHCTBHe
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3aj0)KeHHyl0 B Bac nporpamMMy. OHa CKphiTa B TaKHX
rNyGHHHBIX CJI0IX MOACO3HAHHS, YTO Bbl CaMH HHKOTAa He
CMO)KeTe MOraflaThbCsl, UTO 3acTaBJjisfieT Bac yGHBaTb. A
pa3Be Bbl He XOTHTe 3TOro 3HaTb, DJHGep? — Banposep
WHPOKO YNBIGHYNCA. — S roTOB NMOGHTLCA 06 3aKnaf, YTo
CyMel0 3anyCTHTb 3Ty NPOrpaMMy 0 TOro, Kak BH ycneeTe
MeHsl YOHTb. '

danbep BbLINpSIMHJIACh H BHHUMaTe/IbHO MOCMOTpesa B
rnasa MHHHcTpa. Bce-TakH Kakas-To TeHb HeyBepeHHOCTH .
CKBO3HJIa 32 ero ApOoXKallMMH PeCHHUaMH.

— A nouyeMy BBl AyMaeTe, YTO BO MHe O CHX Nop
feficTBYeT 3Ta NMporpaMma? — OCTOPOXHO CMPOCHJa OHa.

— Bbl Besib BLIpOCAH B TOH KOMaHAe YJHUHLIX 6pofs-
XKeK, KoTopule pa6oTand Ha Poabga?

Aanbep HeBO3MYTHMO MOXKaja MNJeyaMH:

~ HaBepHoe, no6pas nojioBHHa o6HTaTesed MajbTeH-
CKHX Tpywo6 MoxXxeT cKa3aTb 0 ce6e TO e caMoe.

SlpocTHbI, HenoOpLIi OrOHb NPOMeJbLKHYJ B rJasax
MHHHCTpa:

— Peub ne 06 atoM. JDKek HeCKOJbKO pa3 3allHluaJ
Bac ot Posbga, a notoMm ero yGuau.

Onnbep onfAThb noxaja nJjeyaMH:

— Hy u urto? .

Banactep ycesicsi B Kpec/io H NMPHCTaJbHO NMOCMOTpeJ
el B rjasa:

— §1 nanan Poabda aas toro, UTo6e OH nogobpan MHe
y6uiiny. He rayneHbkoro Masib4HILKYy, 32 KOTOPLIM NMOTOM
Hago y6upaTb cJjefbl, a oco6oro pe6eHKa C TallaHTaMH,
KOTOpLle TPYAHO MepeoLeHHTb.

Aanbep onyctHaa pecHHuUn. OHa Gosblue He xoTena
BHIOETb TOT >XECTOKHH OroHb, KOTOpHH 6secTes B Fja3ax
BaHpoBepa, W noToM, ¢ KaXbiM ero CJIOBOM Ha Hee Haka-
THIBaNO OTYasHHe. ’
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BanpoBep o6sn3an nepecoxuiHe ry6or:

— Ecau BBl XOTHTe, S MOTY ONnHcaTh BaM 3TH cnocob-
HOCTH. Bo-mepBbIX — XHTPOCTb, HO 3TO CBOHCTBO Mbi MO-
K€M HalTH MOYTH Yy Kaxkaoro pe6eHKa, MPOXXHBaIOLLero B
Tpywo6ax. Bo-BTopbix, GblcTpast peakuHs, B-TPETbHX, XO-
PpoOWO mnocTaB/leHHasi peub, B-YeTBEPThIX, TeMIepaMeHT,
MOJIHOCTbIO COOTBETCTBYIOWHI METKOMY H GBICTPOMY S13bl-
Ky. Bbl Bce eule He y3Haau ce6s, MHJas Danbep?

HenaBHcTb, ropsivasi, Kak KHnsiuas cMoJia, HafmoJHHJa
Bce ee cyliecTBo. Bosiochl, 3akpyyeHHble B MBILHBIH y3ed,
CTaJH TSDKEJNBIMH M TOTSIHYJAH 3aThJIOK BHH3. DnuGep
nojHANa PYKH M nomnpo6oBajia pacmyCTHTb NpDHYECKY, H
BAPYT HOX, KOTOPHIH OHa crpsiTaja B pyKaB IJaThsl, COOH-
pasicb HaHecTH BH3HT BanacTepy, THXOHeEUKO KOJIbHYJ ee
MJI1aCTHKOBLIM Jie3BHEM.

— {1 mory npoposxath? — Banactep cmoTpesn Ha Hee
SIBHO TOpXKecTBYIOLlle.

dunbep He TOpoOMHJACh OMYCKaTb PyKH — OHa MeAJeH-
HO BbIHMMaJa IUMHJbKH H TMbITaJacb pacrnjiecTH Kocy.

— K coxaseHHio, 1 He Ta, 3a KOTOPYIO Bbl MeHS
NPHHSJH, — CMNOKOHHO OTBETHJa OHa

— Jla HeT e, — MHHHCTP HeTepnesjHBO CTYKHYJ
KyJnakoMm no croay. — Ta, Ta, uMenHo Ta. OgHaxabl Posibd
pacckasan MHe, Kak OH Bac o6GHapyXHa. Bl Torma 6uiiu
noyTtH pe6GeHKoM. Tak BOT, OH MOMBLITaJCs Bac H3HaCHJO-
BaTb, HO MOHSJ, UTO Bbl HACTOJNILKO CHJIbHEe ero McHxHuec-
KH, UTO OH He MOXeT 3Toro caenatb. Torma i cTan cobu-
paTh HMHPOpPMaUHIO H TIOHAJ, YTO HHOrAa, O4YeHb pefkKo,
BCTPEYaloTCs TaKHe aHOMaJHH, CBfi3aHHble C IOJIOM. —
Tnaza daubep BCOLIXHYJH H TYT XXe Tnoracid. MuHHCTp
npogoJixkan Aaiblue: — Moxer 6biTb, MHe nompo6oBaTb
ciesaTh TO, YTO KOrja-To He YyAasoch' Ponbdy? '

— §1 y6blo Bac, — IJIyXO OTBeTHJIa OHa.
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— Boamoxuo, — o nogowen coscem 6ausko. —~ Ho He
paHblle, YeM sl MPOH3HeCYy Te CJIoBa, KOTOPLIX Bbl GoHTeCh
Gosblie Bcero. A motom — Bbl GyaeTe y6uBaTbh 6e3 KaKoM-
JIM60 TMPHUHHBI HAH HYX/Abl B 3TOM.

-Jle3aBHe HOXa ONfATb KOJBHYJO ee HeXXHYI0O KOXY:

— Paau Bac s He 6yny y6uBaTb HHKorga. — daubep
OTKHHYJlaCb Ha CMHHKY Kpecjla H CMOKOWMHO NocMoTpeJa
e¢My B rJasa.

BangoBep MeTHYJICSl K ABepH H LUIMPOKO pacnaxHyJ ee:

— A y Bac He 6yaet pbi6opa. Bbl mpHHamJIeXXHTe MHe,
JieflH, H C 3THM MOYTH HeBO3MOXXHO CMpaBHTbCA. A Temnepb
— y6upaiTech oTcional

* % %

OH BHAeJ BO CHe TeMHOFJIa30ro aHresna. DTOT aHren
coBceM He GblJl MOXO0X Ha TeX MyXJbIX KpbLIaThIX MJafeH-
LeB, H306paXKeHHN KOTOPLIX YKpaLla/H anapTaMeHThbl YoKe-
poB. DTOT aHreJ Obla XKEHIUHHOMH, JIOGSIIER H SIPOCTHOH,
u 3Banu ero Jaubep. Ee Gesble ofexxabl GHAHCH Ha LUTOP-
MOBOM BeTpY, OHH HeCJIH B cefe AbIXaHHe TbMbl M BeTpa,
KaK 3T0 o6bLIuHO M GbiBaeT BO BpeMsi 6ypH. Bosockl pacne-
JIMCb, M BeTep MOAXBaTbiBal HX H LUBLIPAJ NpPSMO Ha ee
ajnoe auuo. Bosockl — napa kpolibeB. [1asa — aBa npasen-
HBIX HerofylolHnX OrHs.

Ixek BapporHyn u npocHysca. Kakoe-To BpeMs OH
JieXkall C 3aKpbLITHIMK rJa3aMHd M MNbiTajdcs YAepXKaTb B
namsaTH o6pa3 daubep B roay6oM KaTaHe H C YAHBHTENb-
HBIMH, 3K30THYeCKHMH TaTYHPOBKaMH Ha Koxe. Tako# oHa
Korga-to Obia Ha DBHTHH. BocnoMHHaHHA BHIMJIBIAH K3
ryGHHbI €ro CO3HaHHsl H TYT e Hcyeand. OH cnycTHA
HOTH Ha noJ H ceJ. Boanyxa, Bo3ayxa, xak emy He XBaTajlo
Bo3yxa!l BocnoMHHaHHSl CHOBa HaXJbIHYJH Ha Hero. [Toka
OH He OBblJI OIHHM YeJIOBEKOM — [Be, XOTfi H O4YeHb MOXO-

299



)KHe MeXJy co60l0, JHUHOCTH 3aMoJIHSJIH €ro CyLlecTBo.
HTak, 4TO-TO CAyuyHJIOCh C HHM — BOCMOMHHaHHs o mnocJje-
IHHX TOfax ero XXH3HH Me[JleHHO BO3Bpallajuch. A 3Ha-
YHT, H Haf ero >XH3Hblo, H Hal XH3HbIO JIOAEH, KOTOPHIX
OH JII06HJI, HaBHCaJla OMacHOCTb. DTO ObIJIO ICHO — Belb
[Tennc HeABYCMbICJIEHHO HaMeKHYJ eMy Ha 3To. MHTepec-
HO, a npeAanoJiaraj JH HMMIepaTop, YTO Te OTPLIBOUHBIE
BOCIMIOMHHaHHs, KOTOpble OCTaJlHCh B NoAco3HaHHH JIkeKa,
HauyHYT OXHBaTb M HaKJaJblBaTbCsl Ha PaHHION, BO3Bpa-
LIeHHYIO eMy NaMsTb? )

U Ilenuc, u Banactep crapanxch nogKynutb ero. OHH
BO€BaJlH M C HWUM, M ApPYT C APYrOoM, M C LieJILIM MHPOM.
OcTtpast sipocTHag GoJsib KosbHYyJa cepiue. Jxek B3apor-
HYJ W OTKpBIJ IJasa.

B yray xoMHaThl KTO-TO LueBeJIbHYJICSl, TOTOM MSTKHH
JKEHCKHIi roJioc y4yacTJHBO CKasaJ:

— BoT BHAHIUB, Thl A0 CHX MOP He CNHLIb NO Houyam! —
Yepes nosiocaThle TeHH, HaNoOJHfABLUHE ero KOMHaTy, K
HeMy uia Daubep. UepHoe nuaTbe C eaBa 3aMeTHLIM
TEMHO-CHHHM Y30pOM, TsXKeJlasl TPHBa 30JIOTHCTO-KalUTa-
HOBBIX BOJIOC, a B r/asaX... H Ji060Bb, H HEHaBHCTb.

— Kax Tbl monana ciona? — yausnenHo cnpocua Hltopm.

— Panblle TH He 3afaBaJl MHe TaKHX BOMNPOCOB, —
B ee KapHX rJasaxXx MeJbKHYJa ocTpasi, MOYTH HecTep-
nuMas 6osab. JXKek XoTes cKasaTb eH, YTO H ceiyac
NOMHHT 06 3TOM, HO mno6OSAJCSI, YTO MNOABEeprHeT ee
HeonpaBAaHHOMY pHCKy, M npomosyan. Kaxkercsi, mns
Hayaja OH JoJKeH GyneT pa3o6paTbcsi B TOM, KakHe
OrpaHH4YeHHsl BJIOXXHJ B €ro MOACO3HaHHe HMMepaTop,
a yx noroM gedcTtBoBaTb. OH mnocrapajcs NpHAaTh
rna3aM BhipaXKeHHe NYCTOThI H XOJIOAa H CKYYalolHM
roJiocOM CIIPOCHJI:

— f fosXXeH MOMHHTbL O TOM, YTO Thl — BOp?
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Ona npHcesna Ha KpaelleK MOCTeJH H TPeBOXHO Mo-
cmorpena Ha Lltopma:

— Tot yxe norosopus ¢ Banacrepom?

JI>KeK c TpyaoM OTBes OT Hee rjasa. Koro e oHa
HafMoMMHana eMy ceilyac — uYepHO-CHHAS, MpauHas? Ax,
1a, OrpOMHBLIX MTHL, KOTOpble MpoJieTalH Hal MOJSIMH ero
oTua Ha nuaHete Hopmana CTaHA.

— 3a nocnefiHKe AHH A ycrieJs NOrOBOPHTb CO MHOFHMH
JoabMH, — 6e3pa3IHYHbIM roJIocoM cKasas oH. — HackoJib-
KO Sl MOHHMAIO, Thl — eQHHCTBEHHBIH 3KcMepT B 06aacTH
MOHX CHOB.

OHa nocMmoTpeJia Ha Hero TBEpAO H MPHCTaJbHO:

— Tbl mellcTBHTeNIBHO He y3Haellb MeHS?

— Her, — nokayaa roJiosoit Ixex.

daubep 3aKpblna pyKaMH JIHLO, a MOTOM OTOpBaja
PYKH W onsTb nocMoTtpesa Ha JDKeka.

Tak BoT uTo HaswiBaa agoM Ceatoit Kaauu! IHTtopm
ZoJKeH OblJl YCIIOKOHTb CBOIO JIIOGHMYIO M He Mor. YTo-To
cepbe3Hoe mpoHcxoauso ¢ Aaubep. OHa Hyxkaajsach B ero
nofaepKKe H JIIOGBH, a OH MOJYaJ H cTapajici He 3aMe-
yaTh 6OJb, Pa3pbiBaOLlyl0 ero cepatle.

— Mbl HenJioxas napa, — ropbko ckasana dau6ep. —
U Bnonne rogHas masi Toro, 4ro6pl AyMaTb O CMaceHHH
MHPOB.

— §1 TonbKO cONHAT MNeXxoThl, — oTBeTHA JDKeK H caM
CTPalIHO YAMBHJICS 3TOMY OTBeTy. BHAHMo, ero MoJsoaas,
BHOBb of6peTeHHas naMsATb 3aroBopuia B HeM. — Ho s
Ilenalo Bce, YTO MOry.

daubep GpocHaach K ero Horam:

— JDxek, nocaywa#, MHe, HaBepHoe, Jyuylle ceHuac
yaTH?

OH npomonuan. daubep BCTana H MemJieHHO NMPHOIH-
3Haach K HeMy. Ee ry6nl Hawan ero ry6ul, H ero ryGbl
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NocJyLHO OTBeTHJIH Ha noueayi. Bia)kHas ciesa MeJbK-
HyJla B ee TEMHBIX rJasax:

— ITocaywaii, rae-to B Te6e NOXOPOHEH 4eJlOBeK, KO-
Toporo s Jilo6uja. OH He Mor nponacTb 6eccjeflHO, HeT.
MoxeT 6biTb, KOTAa-HHOYIb Thl CyMeellb OTLICKaTb €ro?

JlXKeK HeyBepeHHO KaULISIHYJ:

— Ecan 3ToT yesoBeK BepHeTcsl, Thl y3Haellb 06 3TOM
nepBoOH.

— {1 Hagelocb Ha 3TO, — OHa CMaxHyJa C IJja3 cJjie3bl
H BBICKOJIb3HYJIa M3 KOMHAThI.

IIITopM cxkan KynakH. Uept no6epH, daubep siBHO
HaxoauJjach B Gefe, a OH YYBCTBOBaJ 3TO, BHOEN ee H
HHKaK He Mmor momoub! [la HeT, 3a Takoe HMMEpaTOpoB He
npocto c6pachiBalOT C TPOHA, 3a TaKoe BLIMYCKAlOT HM
KHIIKH!

* K %

Korma-to Kajanu aymain, uTo B MOJHMTBe cocpefoToye-
Ha JXXH3Hb, a Tenepb MOJHTBA NpeBpaTHJach AJsi Hero B
e[MHCTBeHHOe cpeficTBo ofulenus. Korma od moauscs, B
HeM TOCTOSIHHO BO3HHKaJla ocTpas pexyiuas 60/b, HO OHa
NpHAaBana cHJbL. DTo 6bJIO HOBO H Heo6HYHO, Belb PaHb-
e Jo6asi MOJMTBa yCIOKaWBaja ero.

Kanun Bctasm ¢ KosieH H cesi Ha KoJiueHOruH Tabyper,
KOe-KaK CKOJIOYEHHbI 3 HeOCTPYraHHbIX JOCOK.

Kanui nociylwiHo roBopuii BCIyX, Hafesick, YTO aT-
apesbt 3anKWYT ero peub H MocTapaioTcs pasobpaThesl B
3HayeHHH TIPOH3HOCHMBIX HM CJIOB. Ho BOT 3aMUCLIBAJIH JIH
OHH ero peuu?

IToka koHTaKT He ypaBaJcs. Iloxoxe, ero mepcoHa
coBceM He MHTepecoBala aT-(apenoB. A norom, CesToil
Ka/uu Tak W He MOHAN — ecTh JHM y HHX cayx? U cnosa,
H XKeCTH, ¥ MeHHe — Yero TOMILKO He HCNIpO6OoBaJl OH 3a 3TH
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JIHH, 4TOGbl XOTb KaK-TO NMpHBJeuyb K ce6e BHUMaHHe HeHs-
BeCTHbIX!

CTeHbl W TNOTOJIOK ero KaMepbl OblIM cAejaHbl W3
MaTepHaJsia, He H3BeCTHOTrO B MHpax JIOMHHHOHa, — Jierkui
W TPOYHBIM, YEeM-TO OH HaNMOMHHal MJacTMaccy, HO NpH
5ToM GJiecTeJ, Kak AparoueHHbii OTIWAH(OBAHHbBIA Me-
Taan. Buaumo, 3Ta Kamepa MJH KiieTKa Morja OHTb cJjo-
eHa W y6paHa, KOTAa B Heil 0Tnajana HagoGHOCT.

KanuH nosoXxusn cBoM IWIHPOKHe JafloHH Ha GOJibHBlE
CTapHKOBCKHe KOJIEHH H CTaJl 3HePrHHHO PacTHPaTh CyCTa-
Bbl. M1 CyXoXHJIHSl M BeHbl NPOCBEYHBAJHCb CKBO3b MNpoO-
3pauHylo Koxy. [TnoTe Tasna B HeM. EMy kak-To ynpanochb
06DBSICHHTD aT-dapesaM, YTO OH HYXXHaeTcsi B IHIUe H
NHTbe, H OHW MPHHOCHJH eMy BOAY H KaKHe-TO HeH3BecT-
Hble ()PYKTbl, HO BCeraa — B MaJieHbKOM, COBCEM HeJl0CTa-
TOYHOM JJIsl HEero KoJiHdecTBe.

— Tbl Bcero JHWb CTapblii AypaK, — MbiTaJcs YCHOKO-
HTb cebs1 Ceatoi Kanun. — K at-apenam te6s TONKHYNO0
TUlecJaBHe, a 3TO rpex M TBOS TJMyGHHHas cyTb. Tak
TepnH, ecau Beemorywmi Tocnogb pewnn Te6s HakasaThb!

Boxxe Mo}, KakHM Xe AypakoM oH 6bla! OH ayMan o
KOHTaKTe C HeH3BeCTHbIMH H yBepsis cebsl, YTO y Hero Bce
MOJIYYHTCS] POCTO M OLICTPO, 2 CpeAH YOKepoB Ha3peBaJo
BOCCTaHHe, M AaXXe B _ero npucytcTBHH [lenuc ¢ Tpyaom
GaJlaHCHPOBaJ MeXXAYy MHPOM H Ipa>aHCKOH BOWHHOH.

— Hapo cHayana HaBecTH MOpSIAOK B COGCTBEHHOM
ZloOMe, a TNOTOM Y>Xe OTMpaBJSATbCS B HHble MHpH, — Npo-
GopMOTaJl OH H ONMATbL HayaJ pacTHPaTbh GOJIbHble KOJIEHH.
Ecan 6b1 )KoHaTaH yBHAeJ, 0 KaKOro COCTOSIHHA AOBeJ
ce6s Ero CpsTteiiuiectBo, ecau 6bl OH yBHAEJ, B KaKHX
JIOXMOTbAX Haxoautcsi ceduyac Cpartont Kaauu... — Ero
CpsTelillecTBO AaXke YJALIGHYJcs OT 3ToH Mubican. — O,
JI>KOHaTaH NpPOCTO-HaNpoCTO pas3bApHJCH Ol
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Kanun onath ctan pasmbluisaTb o6 aT-apesnax. Mo-
)eT GbITh, CaM OH Yero-To He Pasrjsiic W He MOHAJ B
HuXx? Jna Toro, YtoGbl 3acTaBHTb HMX MPHHOCHTbL cebe
NHUly, eMy noTpe6oBajHCh MOHCTHHe THTaHHYecKHe YCH-
JIHS, HO mo6ena 6hljia CJIHILKOM MaJIeHbKOI H HHYTOXHOH.
XoTsl... OH foJKeH OblJ1 CMHPHTBCST M ynoBaThb Ha 'ocnoga.
Benp naxke mas Takol HHUTOXHOH noGemel HyxHa Ero
BoJsis. Kaxercs, ero apyr Ilennc Koe B yeM Gbli npaB —
KanuH caukom 6bIcTpo 3a6bl, € Yero OH HauHHaJ CBOIO
>KH3Hb. A Beflb B IOHOCTH TeNJioe XXHJHLIE, ofeXaa H Koe-
KaKasi MMIla CYUTAJHCh Y Hero oueHb GoJbluoi nobenoii!
A 3HauHT, OH 06s3aH 6Lul paccyxnaTb ropasugo GoJee
3apaBo. Kak 3HaTb, MoxeT G6bITh, OH HcKan LlapctBo Bo-
XHe B TeX MecTax, rfie ero He MOIJIO GbiTb?

OH yJanGHYyscA M npoGopMoTaJ:

— Bor Tak BoT, CBsito#t Kanun n3 Bayuna, Bek xHBH,
BeK YYHCb.



FAABA 12

—~ Mbs 3HaeMm, rpe HaxoguTcsi JuHapo, — AOBOJBHBIM
rosocoM ckasan Bangosep Banacrep.

— Cpe?

MHHHCTP MOYTHTENbHO MOKJOHHJICA HMMepaTopy:

— Ha BHewnux rpannuax. He 3Halo, ansi yero, HO OH
ocTaBjsieT 3a co60H uyeTKHe cJefbl.

HiMnepartop ycMexHyJcs:

— 3Tto-TO A npeanoJaran. JuHapo XxoueT, YTOGH ero
Hawen [topm. — IlenHc mpHriagH/ cBOH Topuallye BOJIO-
Cbl, H OHH 3aTpellaj¥ NMOA pyKoH. — MeHs yauBjseT
COBCEM Jpyroe: oyeHb YX HOJro Bh ero MckajiH. Byabre
yBepeHbl, JDxek LITopM Ha AHAX TOXe MOJYYHT KaKyio-
HHOGYnb BeCTOYKY.

MHHHCTP KHBHYJL

— DTo HaM Ha pyKy. Bo BcsikoM cayuae, Toraa oH elue
GoJiblile 3aXoyeT OTNPAaBHTbCA B MyTelllecTBHe.

[Tennc nocMoTpes Ha BaHpoBepa ¢ KakoH-TO 3Ji0Bpel-
HOM, ropbKO-CJIallKOH YJIbIGKOM.

— Bynbre yBepeH:rl, BangoBep, s xoTes1 66 OTNpPaBHTh
ero Ha nouckH KannHa Kak MoxKHO Onctpee. [la, ewe...
OtkpoiiTe 3an gna aynueHuHi. 51 xoTesn 6bl, UTOGbH MeHS
MOCeTHJIH BCe JHAEPH YOKepoB.

Ot ynuBnenus Banactep maxe OTKpBUI poOT:

— Ho, Bawe BesanuecTso...

HmMnepaTtop MaxHya pykoH:
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— Hnuero mMHe He rosopute! Ecau a1 cam He nyuty HX
BO JBOpELl, PaHO WJIH MO3JAHO OHH CJOMAIOT ABepH. A Tak,
no xpaiiHe#t Mepe, 3necb 6yAy ynpaBJsiTh i, a He ToJna.
H nycTb yokepnbl TOoXe He 3a6biBaloOT, UTO 3[eCb TPOHHbIH
3aj, a He croJyoBas. M ewe... 1 xouy, uto6bl Ha 3ToMH
BcTpeye npucyTcTBoBaa LlTtopm...

— Ho yokepbl XOTAT He Ybeii-HWOyAb, a BalueH Kpo-
BH, — MoOKayaJs roJyoBoi BaHmosep. — §1 He coBeTyio npo-
BOAMTb BaM TaKHe 3KcnepHMeHTh, Bawe Beaunuyectso,
0coGeHHO ecliH Bbl JeJslaeTe 3TO AJfl TOro, 4To6bl KakK-TO
o6eauts llTopma.

— OH MO¥ 3alMTHHK, — CepAMTO (LIPKHYJ HMNepa-
Top. — W nosToMy MHe npuaercs no3aGoTHTbCS O ero
penyTaumH.

— A kak 6blTb ¢ 3ejieHbiMH PyGawkamu?

IMenuc noxkan nJjeyamu:

— 3eJsieHble Py6aluky 3aKJIOUHJIH COTJalieHHe C yoKe-
pamu. Ecain Mbi 3apyunmMcs noanep»KKoH MHCCHOHepOB, TaK
H 3eseHble Py6auiku 6yAayT Kak-To o6e3BpekeHbl. A celt-
yac Mbl HaxOAHMMCSl Ha TpaHH TIpaXKAAaHCKOWX BOWHBI, H
NO3TOMY HaM He CTOHT CJIHIIKOM MHOro AyMaTb O c0G6-
CTBEHHOH TOpAOCTH, — HMMepaTop NOCMOTpPeJ] Ha MHHH-
cTpa. — A Bbl Kak cyHTaeTe?

BuauMo, K HMnepaTopy ONATbL MOCTYMH/Ia Kakas-To
HHpopMauusa, o KoTopoit Banactepy HHuero He 6blj0 H3-
BEeCTHO. MHHHCTP MNOEXHJCA: HHTepecHO, KyAa KJOHHT
INenuc?

— Xopowo. ITycte 6ymeT Tak, — mnocjle KOPOTKOro
pasayMbsi cKasall OH.

— B TakoM cayyae, — KMBHYJ roJIOBOH HMMnepartop, —
ZOroBOpUTECh C mNoJHLUHeH. MHe He HYXHH MaccoBble
GecriopsilKH € paspylieHHeM XHJHLL M YeJoBeYeCKHMH
KepTBaMH.

306



— MHa, ma, — ckasan BanpoBep yxe y asepu. — S
Bce opraHuayio. — UYTo-To B XOJIOAHOM B3IJsifie HMIle-
paTopa nojcKa3ajo eMy, YTO MNOJIOXKeHHe cynepcepb-
e3Ho.

* % %

— §1 6bl OTAAJ CBOIO TOJIOBY, UTOOBI MOMTH C TOGOH,
Mol masbuvk! Ho, BHAMIUBL JH, 3TO He Mos cTe3s! —
MaJleHbKHH H muoTHbIH Jlaccageil eqsa nocneBan 3a xe-
KOM.

Hltopm yabiGHymCs:

— Ho Toraa MHe npupeTtcst B3ATb y TebGsi pekpyToB, a
ecJ/IH s 3TO cfiesialo, sl caM ocTaHych 6e3 rosioBul — Ilenucy
coBceM He no Aywe GyAeT TaKoM BapHaHT.

Onu powun oo yria KasapMbl H OCTaHOBHJIHCD KaK pa3
B TOM MecTe, Ile H3-32 KpacHON KHPNHYHOH CTeHbl BHITJISA-
nbiBany GeJsible NJIACTHKOBLIE CTEHbl MAaCTEPCKHX, a YYThb
JieBee BHIHEJIHCh XKeJITOo-3eJieHble, BHITONTAHHLIE phILApc-
KHMH GpOHHPOBaHHBIMH camoraMH TPeHHPOBOUHbIe ilJ10-
WAAKH. DTH NJolIagKH 6BUIH H 3HAaKOMH H He3HaKOMB
J>keky. BocnoMHHaHHs1 CKOJb3HIH, HaCJIaHBAJIMCh APYT Ha
Ipyra, Kak rnepemeluaHHble Kajpbl LIBETHOrO MHOroCepHi-
Horo ¢uabMa. MruoeHHe — H J[KeK HayHHal BCIOMH-
HaThb, KOTJla OH ObiBaJ B 3THX MecCTaXx, H 4YTO OH TYT AeJal,
HO YyXXe MHHYTOi Mo3)e BCe 3TO HCYe3alo H3 NaMATH, H
Jxkek ayman, AymaJ, AyMmai, HO TaK H He MOT MpHAyMaTh
HHYero.

Jlaccageft KawJsHyJa:

— A Bce-Taku fi paj, YTO Y Hac GyAeT BO3MOXHOCTb
YBHAETb TOJINY TnpefaTteJsieil H e3epTHPOB, KOTOpHIE CKpPbI-
BalOTCA 3a HAlIMMH CMHHaMH.

" Jl)xex noBepHyJsicsl M ONATb NMOCMOTPeJ Ha TPEHHPO-
BOYHYIO IJIOLUAAKY.
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— DTo NOJIHTHKA, CepXXaHT, — B3AOXHYyJa oH. — Hu
IMenuc, uu Banactep, HH s caM He CMQXXeM rapaHTHpO-
BaTb, YTO BCe OCTaJOCh MO3aaH.

Jlaccageh ycmexHysncsi. [opsiuee ManbTeHCKOe conHLe
CBEPKHYJIO Ha ero 3aropeJioM JIbICOM 3aThlJKe:

— XopouwHit conmat Jerok Ha MoabeM, — OH MOKa3sal
Ha KHpNHuHble cTeHn. — Yepe3s napy MHHYT PoyaHnH3
6ynet cBoGogeH. [IpaBaa... eMy eulie nmpHAeTcs BbIHECTH
BELAJKH A/ GPOHEKOCTIOMOB. ..

— §1 6yny nyHKTyaneH, — ycnokoua cepxaHTta Ixek.
Jlaccapeili KHBHYJl H KOCOJIaNoM YCTaJolo MOXOAKON Hanpa-
BUJcA B MacTepckue. J)kek mocMoTpen emy Bcsex. Bor
Tak. MiMnepaTtop He nomectusn IlllTopMa moa momawHHi
apecT, HO ero CTaTyc 4O CHX NMOp OCTaBaJICS HeonpegeJieH-
HbiM. LlITopMy 6blIO 0GellaHo, YTO ero peaGHJAHTHDYIOT
TOJILKO TocJie Toro, Kak oH oThiineT KaauHa.

IliTopM mocMoTpes Ha CTapHHHYIO KHPMHYHYIO KJAaAKy
cTeHbl. Bce-TakH OH He MOT KOHTPOJIHPOBaTh CBOH MbIC/H.
Jlxek BagporHyJ. Ero nagonu Benotesnd. 3-3! Ha sToT pas
GeccTpalUHbIH KOMaHAHP pbilapeii nanHkosan! Ero pasym
NpHBeJ ero Ha 3Ty TPEHHPOBOYHYIO TMJIOLWIAAKY H TYT
ocTtaBHa ero. Kaxetcsi, eMy Hy)XXHO OblJIO KOro-To BCTpe-
THTB!

ltopm moTporas JaZioHblo liepllaBble KHpNHuH. [ne-
TO COBCeM pSAAOM C HHM B3pblBalHCb yyeOHble CHapffbl,
CJLILIANIMCh KPHKH M JII3r OpPYXHs, a NMOTOM HacTynana
THwWHHA. Ha omHOH H3 TpPeHHPOBOYHBIX TJIOWAAOK LIJIH
yueHHs. JDKeK ycJbillaj XapaKTepHbili 3BYK BblCTpeJsia H3
Jla3epHOH MNepyaTKH H YJbIGHYJCA: 3TO OpyXHe OH 3Hal
oyeHb Xopoiwo. OHO 6blJIO ANl Hero 4eM-tTo odeHb 6OJb-
LWHM, HaBepHOe, OH cMor 6bl Ha3BaTb ero BTOPOH KoxeH.

JD>)KeK NpPHMOMHHJ, YTO ceHyac MO/KHH OTKPHIThCS
BOpPOTa, @ H3 HHX — BBHIHTH JIIOAH B KPaCHBIX, CHHHX H
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sesenblX cKadangpax. O, pbllapH B TsXeJbIX Aocrexax
o6nananu yauBuTesbHoM rpauneli! CTpeMuTebHbIE H MJIaB-
Hble, KakK JleCHble 3BepH, B KpacoTe ABH)XCHHH OHH 3aMeT-
HO NpPEeBOCXOAHAH OGBLIYHBIX MEXOTHHLEB.:

«Be3 opyxus Her conpata», — BcnomHua LTopM Tak
OTYETJIMBO M SICHO, G6YATO TOJIbKO BUepa 3aKOHUYHJ obyuye-
HHe Ha TPeHHPOBOYHHIX IUIOLI3fIKaX HMIMepaTopa.

JefcTBHTENbHO, BOPOTA OTKPHUJIHCH, H TOJNA COBCEM
IOHbIX phillapeli B MOJHOM 60GBOM BOOPYXXEHHH, cMesiCh,
OBHHYJach K NBepSAM PEeMOHTHBIX MacTepCKHX.

K llITopMy nopouies MOJIOJOH COJAAT C KaMHTaHCKHMH
3HakKaMH oTJHYHSA. OH cHAJ GJiecTSIHA CHHHI LIeM H ¢
yabI6Ko# B3rasHysn Ha JKeka:

— §I oueHb pap BcTpede, KOMaHAHp!

IlITopM B3rJISTHYJ Ha MOJIOAOTO KanHTaHa M CMYTHJI-
csl — nepej HMM CTOsila HOBeHbKasi M YHCTeHbKasi ‘KONHS
ero camoro. TeMHO-CHHHe IJla3a, MIUEHHYHble, OTKUHYThHIE
Hasaj BOJIOCH!, OTKPHITHIH, MpsiMoii Barash. TolkHe cTpy#-
KH MoTa CTeKaJH .co J6a philaps — Ka)Kercfl, K CBOHM
06513aHHOCTSIM TOT .OTHOCHJICSI OYeHb A06POCOBECTHO.
IOnowa nporsaHyn Ilxkeky OGpOHHPOBaHHYIO pYyKaBHLY.
ITopM Ge3 kosieGaHHS BJIOXHJ B Hee CBOIO PYKY:

— § ToXe pap Bac BHHOETb, KamHTaH!

3a HX cnHHaMH CMepTesIbHO YCTaBIUHe HOBOGPaHLIbI
TAHYyJAHCh K MacTepckiM. OpyxHe — npexxpe-cero! Tons-
KO TOrZa, Korja 6pOHeKOCTIOMB 6YAYT MOYHILEHbl, 3anpas-
JieHbl H MoBellleHH Ha CBOH MecTa Ha CrelHalbHHX Bellas-
KaX, HOBOGpaHUBK CMOTYT MOMTH B Ka3apMbl H OTAOXHYTb.
Mounopoit conmat B sipKo-3esleHOM GpPOHEKOCTIOMe KpHK-
HyJ:

— Poyauns!

— TIloToM, noToM, — HeTepneJHBO MaxHyJ GPOHMpPOBaH-
HOH pyKaBHLiel KamHTaH H CHOBa MocMoTpes Ha JKeka.
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Ax, pa, ato u ectb Poynuns! Koraa-To oHH ObliH
Xopolo 3HakoMbl. Bosiee Toro, ogHo Bpemsi PoysnH3 Gbla
JHYHbIM agblotaHToM LlTopMa. J[)Kek He MOr BCIIOMHMTb
‘nnuero. Ero namsaTth Gblnla coBceM psaoM, HO Koraa oOH
NbITa/ICA 106paThCs A0 Hee, OHA Tasja OT ero BHyTpeHHero
B3rnsAa, Kak TaloT o6Jsiaka nojg JiyyaMH BeCeHHEro Maib-
TEHCKOro cojHblliKa. M Bce-TakH KaKafi-TO cleHa, SIBHO
CBSi3aHHasl C ApYyro nJaHeToH, MeJabkHYyJa B naMaTH [keka:
MeXAy psinaMH GHUTHHUEB M TpakoB npo6upaercs Poy-
JIMH3 — ero ofeX[a 3anaykaHa KpOBblO, HO CaM OH UeJ H
HeBpeaHuM, a PAOM C HHM, ONTHPAsCh Ha ero pyKy, MeaJeH-
Ho uaet 6enuniii CeaTton Kanun. Boabue IXkek He cmor
HU4Yero mMpUnoMHHTb. Ho.OH He Tepsn Hajexn — Koraa-
HHOYAb OH 0653aTeJbHO BCIIOMHHT BCE, YTO MPOUCXOAHJIO.

Poynuus otsen Il)keka B CTOPOHKY:

— CnacH60, KOMaHAHP, YTO COrNaCHIHCh BCTPETHThCA
co MHOM. §I 6bl XOTes neperoBopHTb C BaMH OO TOro, Kak
NPHHHUMATL pellieHHe.

— Xopouwo, — kuBHYJa Ilxkek. — §I Becb — BHHMaHHe.

Mouionoit yenoBek HepBHO NOBepTeJ B PyKaX LujieM OT
6poHeckadanapa:

— 51 6Bl X0Tes1 BMecTe C BaMH OTNPaBHTbCA Ha MOHCKH
Ceartoro Kaauua.

JXeK yOHMBHJCA: K YeMy TaKas ceKpeTHocTb? Moxer
6biTh, PoynnHa Gosica, uto LlTopM oTKaxeT emy? A
MOXeT ‘GbiTb, KOTla-TO MeXAY HHMH mnpoGexkaja uepHas
KouKa? JIkex BHHMaTeNbHO NOCMOTpeJ Ha KanuTaHa. Yto-
TO MOACKa3biBaJlo €My, YTO 3TOT MOJIOAOH phillapb Ghia
BeCcbMa yBa)KaeMbiM YeJIOBEKOM.

— Ecan BH cMoxeTe yJagHTb fena Mo cayxbe H
OTNpPaBHTbCA CO MHOM, KaMHTaH, Bbl OCTaBHTe MHe 6OJb-
110e YHOBOJILCTBHE.

PanocTb noJbixHyJa HS CHHHX rsias PoyanHsa:
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— Bor 06 3TOM s H XOTeJ MOMPOCHTL Bac, cap! —
YAbLIGHYJICA OH.

— OTo AeHCTBHTEJILHO TaK? — C HHTEpecoM nepecnpo-
cua Jxek.

PoyJ/iHH3 ONMYyCTHJ rjasa 1 ofsTh CTaJ BepTeTb B pykax
ueMm:

— MoxeT 6biTb, BBl U COMHeBaeTecb BO MHe, C3p, —
THXO CKa3aJ oH. — Beab MHOrHe roBopsiT, YT0 BMeCTO TOro,
yTO6Hl MOAYHHATLCA BaM, sl noguuHsaaca Cesatomy Kaju-
HY...

«[Toxanyit, To e camoe Mor Gbl cKas3aTb 060 MHe
IMenuc, — Tyt e nogyman Jxek. — Ho 6biBaldT cHTyauuH,
KOria'y COJIiaT MpOCTO HeT Apyroro Bbi6opa», — y Ixeka
BO3HHKJIO OlLyLUIGHHe TOro, 4TO TO, O 4YeM TOJbKO HTO
ckasan eMmy PoysnHs, oH 3Han u cam. [lpaBauBoCTb 3TOH
(pasbl NpOH3HJIa ero cBoel PeAKOCTHOH uHcToToil. Poy-
JIHH3 BCe elle FOBOPHJ O YeM-To. '

= ... komaHaup Kpox, — 3aKOHUHJI OH 1 NocMOTpeJ Ha
HITopma.

JxeKk Mopruys. .

— KoHeuHo, — cKa3aJl OH rnoc/ie CeKyHAHOM mayshl. —
S o6s13aTesIbHO MeperoBopl0 C HHM.,

Poysnus oTcanioToBas:

— Crnacu6o, cap. {1 6yny xpaTh BallHX pacropsixe-
Huii!

JI>)KeK c MHTepecoM MoCMOTpeJs Ha MOJIOJOro YeJloBeKa,
C JIbBHHOM rpauueil Gpelyliero K [ABepsiM_MacTepCKHX.
«Kak ke mnoxox Ha MeHs 3ToT Poyauus! — onsate ¢
HeBOJIbHBIM HHTepecoM nogyman oH. — Toabko 6poHekoc-
TIOM — He 6eJibl, a TeMHO-CHHHM».

Kpoxk... ¥ llITopMa He 6LlJIO HHKAKOrO XKeJIaHHS BCTpe-
YaTbCl C 3THM BOJIOCATHIM KHPHLIM MHJocueM. Jxkek
CXaJl cBOI0 PYKY, Mo4yyBCTBOBaB 60Jb. Ha MecTe MH3HHLA.

311



Poyauus, Kpok, Cpatoit KaiuH... BOCnOMHHaHHA onfTh
ycKoab3ann oT Hero. M Bce ke, kpoMe npHkasa Ilennca
otbickaTb Ero CeaArefilnectBo, [Xkek H cam XoTeJl BO YTO
66l TO HH cTajno choenatbh To e camoe. JDkek onaTb
NOCMOTpeJ Ha MOJIOALIX phlllapei B GpoHeKoCTIOMax, BCe
eule CHOBaBIUHX BOKpPYr MO CBOHM jfejaM. A BoT ero
KOCTIOM HaXO[HTCSl HEH3BECTHO F/ie, K TOMY XKe OH 3apaKeH
MHJIOCCKHM GepcepKkepoM, a 3HauyHT, NpeAcTaBjsieT WJf
OKPY>KalOWHX OTPOMHYIO OMacHOCTb. XOAHJAH CJAYXH, 4TO
ero crapeii 6poHeKkocTioM ocTtajncsi y Cesatoro Kaauna:
3HayHT, H nosToMy Toxe KaanHa Hago 6uJ0 HalWTH Kak
MOXHO cKopee. JD)Xex B3LOXHYJ, elle pa3 Orjsfenacs Mo
CTOPOHAM H PeLIHJl BEPHYTbCS B CBOe BpeMeHHOe XHJIHLIe.

* Kk *

Danbep HepBHHuana. CeroaHst Banactep nonpocua ee
3aiiTH K HeMy. B npuHuHne, oHa faBHO yXe 6bla K 3TOMY
roroBa. daubep 3aKpenuaa Ha Tejie B3pbiBaTeab H He6OJb-
IO NMaKeTHK CO B3pbIBUaTKOM TaK, 4To6u npH6ophl oxpa-
Hbl He MOMIH HX OGHapyXHTb, H CTaja OfeBaThCsl. DTO
B3PbIBHOE YCTPOHCTBO COCTOSJIO M3 ABYX HeGOJbLIHX MaKe-
THKOB, a6CoJIIOTHO 6e306HAHBIX NO OTAEJbHOCTH, HO CTO-
HJIO TOJIbKO BellleCTBaM, COAepXKalUHMCs B HHX, CMellaTbhesl
Mexy coGoH, H Bce, HaxoAsilleecs Ha PacCTOSIHHHU MATH
(GYTOB OT HHMX, MpeBpallaloch B WIEMKH H o6jaKa AbiMa.
Bpsan nn BanpoBep Koraa-HHGyAb NofyMaeT, YTO Bce ee
TeJsio 0O6BHTO NMPOBOJLAMH, a 3HaUHUT, ee NJIaH BMOJIHe MOXeT
0Ka3aTbCsl YAa4yHbIM.

Moxet 6biTb, KOMY-TO 3TO H MOKasaJjoch 6bl cTpaH-
HbIM, HO caMoit DHGep TaKoe pellieHHe BOMpPOCa NMpHHeCJ0
CroKolHylo yBepeHHocTb. OHa 3acTernysa nyroBHYKH ar-
JlacHOro pyGHHOBO-KPacHOro mJiaTbsi H NOCMOTpesa B 3ep-
Kano. Bosockl napany Ha nJeyH TyCTHIMH JIOKOHaMH, Jer-
KHH pyMsiHell NMPOGHBaJCS CKBO3b CMYIVIYIO KOXY LUeK...

312



Ecan uto, el npuaercs u ce6si B3opBaTb BMECTE C 3THM
OTBpPaTHTeJbHBIM MHHHCTpoM. M Bce Xe — oHa cyHuTasa
GosbLIOH ynauel y)e TO, UTO el yAasoch pa3fobbiTh 3TH
NaKeTHKH CO B3pbIBYATKOH: HMNepaTOPCKHi ABopel Gbla B
ocajie, H BbI6paTbCsl H3 HEro MouTH He GbIO BO3MOXHOCTH.

Aanbep yabiGHyJ1ach CBOEMY OTPa>KeHHIO H NOAOWJa K
nBepH. KoneuHo, ee oyeHb GecriokoHda JI)keK, HO OH yxe
He Mor nomoub eil. Cie3bl caMH coGOH HaBepHYJHCb Ha
rnasa. JIkek... JI)Kek HHKOrAa He MpPOCTHT eH Toro, 4To
OHa 3alyMaJa.



FANABA 13

KanuHz c oTBpallleHHeM OTONBHHYJ OT ce6sl NMOJOBHHKY
THIKBBI, KOe-KaK NPHroTOBJIEHHOH Ha napy. ThikBa Gblna H
MHCKOH M oGefloM ofHoBpemeHHo. Her, Bce-Taku aTo ecTb
6blJI0 HeJlb3sl. B MAIrko# H COYHOI NJIOTH THIKBBI LLI€BEJIHJIOCH
MHOX(ECTBO JIHUHHOK M MyX, H Ja)ke OCTpoe 4YyBCTBO
rosioga He Morso nomoub Ero CpaTefituectBy no6opoThb
6pearnnBocTh. Takas ega BpeMs OT BpeMeHH MosiBJsnach
B €ro ofHHOuKe. MOXET GHITh, 5TO OGHJIHE JIHUHHOK H MYX
6bJI0 KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C NHIUEBLIMH TNPHCTPAcCTHAMH aT-
¢papesoB? OH He MOr onpefejuTb, 3aBOOWJIACh JH 3Ta
ragocTb B IJIOAaX camMa mo cebe, WJIH ee BbIpalllMBaH
BHYTPH ThIKBbl HCKYCCTBEHHBIM cnocoGom? OT Tako# Kop-
MeXKH ero ><eJyloK 3HayHTesibHO NMoyGaBHJCS B pa3Me-
pax, ¥ Bce-TaKH ecTb 4TO JalOT OH He Mor. EcTb HMeHHO
TO, YTO AAIOT, a He YTO roToBAT. KaJHH B3JOXHYJ, BbIKO-
BBIPSIJI M3 THIKBbl HECKOJIbKO KPYMHBIX YepPBSKOB M 3aMHX-
HyJ HX nof, leJsib, o6pa3syloLlyiocsi MexXAy ABEpblO H Io-
JIOM, INOTOM — ONYCTHJICS Ha KOJEHH M TNonbiTajzcs
OTpelHThCsl OT Mbicjed o efe. A MoxeT ObITb, CBOHM
OTKa3oM OT MHIUH OH ocKopGass aT-thapesioB? XKesymok
CepAHTO BOpHaJ, ¥ BCe-TaKH MHLIA NMOKa 6bljla eAHHCTBeH-
HBIM CPeACTBOM OGLIEHHS MeXAYy HHM M 3THMH fliepoob-
PasHBIMH CyLLECTBaMH.

Bapyr cTeHbl KaMepbl MeJKO H JPOGHO 3aapo’KaJH.
KanuH BCKOUYHJ Ha HOT'M M CXBaTHJCS 3a TabypeTKy. Uepes
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MHHYTY GJecTsILlHE CTEHbI NTOMOJ3JH BBEepX, H OH OKa3aJcs
Ha 11e60J1bLUIOH OTKPBITOM MJOILaAKe, CO BCEX CTOPOH ocBe-
ILeHHOH MPOXKeKTOpaMH.

On Buaen MyMuu at-gapesoB Ha JlasepTayHe M Ha
Kanunane, a ewe — Ha packonkax NOHCTOPHYECKHX CTO-
AHOK yokepoB. KTo onu 6b11u? OH HHKoraa He 3Han aToro,
HO Jaxke nocJie ThicsiUeNeTHH JieXKaHUs B 3eMJle OHH COXpa-
HSJIM YIHBHTEJIbHYIO BeJIH4eCTBEHHOCTb.

A Temnepb OH CTOSJ1 H APOXKaJ Nepel TpeMs AlLepoo6-
pa3HbIMH OCOGSIMH, H OT CTpPaxa He MOT JOAYMaTb HH OLHOH
MBIC/IH. «AHreJsbl! — peliuJs OH H TYT >XKe MONpaBuJ cebs: —
Ho u nbsiBosbl TOXE».

OHH 6bIIH OueHb MacCHBHBI — TAe-TO B TPH pasa
GoJsblie Hero. I'pysHble yewyiyaTele Teja GJecTeNd Ha
CBeTY BCEMH LBETaMH pafyrd, BepXHHe KOHeYHOCTH, 3aMe-
HSIIOLIHE HM PYKH, OblAH THOKH W ObICTpBI, a IJa3a, Kak
BOJILUEGHBIE YIJIH, CBETHJH NMpsIMO B Ayully.

— Boxe moii! — xpukHyn Kanuu v ynan. OH yMHpad,
XOTsl aT-papebl H He yOGHBaJH ero — 3TO cepAue, ero
ycTajloe CTapHKOBCKOe cepjille pa3phbiBajoch B IPYAH.

Korna oH yBuAen, KyAa ero HecyT, OH CTaJ IPOCHTb
Bora paTb eMy yMmepeTb IO NYTH K 3TOMY CTpallHOMY
GesioMy CTepHJILHOMY CTOJY — NaGopaTOpHOMY CTOJY AAs
BCKpBITHS M aHaTOMHYeCKHX HccsefoBaHuH. KanuH cran
6UTb HOraMH, BLIpHIBAaTbCH M IPOMKO KpHYaTb — OH He
XyXXe aT-bapeJioB MOl NOHATb Ha3HayeHHe 3Toro o6o-
PYLOBaHHSI.



FAABA 14

BaHpfoBep He cOH3BOJHJ 0GepHYTbCfl, YC/bILIaB 3a
cBOeil cnMHOM lwary Daubep.

"= A, 370 BHI, Jeau! — TONbKO H CKasal OH.

dnubep OKHHYy/Na KabuHeT GbICTPbIM B3rJIAAOM H 3aK-
puina aBepH. Anapraments Banactepa pacnosaranuch Ha
Bepxi-léM, camoM ¢elileHe6GenbHOM 3Taxke asopua. U3 ero
OKOH XOpOILIO NPOCMAaTpPHBAIUCh TEPPUTOPHS ABOPLOBLIX
NdpKOB M BepXHHH paiion ManbTeHa C pPOCKOWHbLIMH
ocoGHfIKaMH H ABOpLAMH, yTonaloWwHMH B 3ejeHH. M Bce-.
TaKH STOT KaGHMHeT Obll H3/MHIUHe MpauyeH H H3JHWHe
Ge3nuK. Dnubep npeanoyuTala coBceM APYryio o6CTaHOB-
Ky — MATKHH NJacTHK, yA06GHLIH M JIerKWi, Becesble LBeET-
Hble 06OH, MyLIHCTble KOBPbI MOJ HOraMH.

BaupoBep Bce-TakH MoBepHyJcsi H NOCMOTpeJ Ha Hee.
Ha xakoe-To Bpems ero apa'-n(u paclMpHJHCh, a NOTOM
CY3WJIHCh CHOBA.

— Jlenu, — OCTOPOXXHO CKa3all OH, — pasBe BbI 3a6BITH,
YTO y MeHsi HeT cepiua? — ceromus y Bamacrtépa 6bi0
oueHb MHOro pa6orn. On ycTan, H-3To 6HUIO OYeHb XOpo-
IO BMAHO — (pHONETOBbIe NATHA JerJMH TOJ TeMHbLIMH
rnasaMH, a JiHlo, U 6e3 Toro GieaHoe, mpHo6peso Kakoii-
TO He3JOpOBbIi OTTEHOK. — A MOXeT GbITb, Bbl 3a6bIIH, —
COBCeM THXO MPORO/DKHJI OH, — 4TO B 3TOH KOMHaTe
XO3fIHH A1?
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Sanbep nouyBCTBOBaJa, YTO y Hee NMOKPACHEJH ILEKH.
OHa onycTHJ/1a peCHHUbl H THXO NpHCJOHHAach K cTeHe. O,
NYCcTb TOJbKO 3TOT XO3SIMH XKHJIHILA NMOAOHAET MoGJHXKe K
Hel! TlycTh OH noAmoMAET HaAcCTOJNbKO GJIH3KO, YTOGHI He
CMOT" YBEPHYTbCSl OT €e CMacHTeJIbHhIX MTaKeTHKOB CO B3phIB-
yaTKoH!

Ho ona oxnpmana HanpacHo. Banacrep k Heii He noa-
xonua. OH BHHMaTe/NIbHO CMOTpes Ha danbep H, KakeTcs,
NbITa/NCsl MPOHHKHYTh B ee MbICAH. MoXeT G6biTb, OHH
UrpajsH B Kakylo-To ofHy Hrpy? W Bce-Taku 3TOT uesioBek
He o6Jiafjia/l HH CHJIOH, HH BJIaCTbiO Haj Hel0 — ecJH Obl
neJio o6¢cTosJIo HHave, DH6ep faBHO GH YyXKe MOYYBCTBO-
BaJla 3TO M cTaJsa 6bl ero 6osatbess. OHa xopoulo 3Haja, YTO
Takoe cTpax. [la, KOHeYHO, OHa MHOro pa3 6ecrnokKoHJjach
3a CBOIO XXKH3Hb M 33 >XH3Hb [[Xkeka, HO 3TO 6Ll COBCceM
He TOT 06eCCHJ/IMBAIOLLHM CTpaX, KOTOPHLI OHa HCMNLITHIBaJA
B MaJbTEHCKHX TpyLW06aX, MNbITaAChb BLIKHTh, BHIXHTb,
BBIXKHTb, BbIXKHTb... C Tex nop, kak ymep Poabd, artor
CTpax HHKOrjla He HamajaJj Ha Hee, a ceHyac OHa MOYYB-
CTBOBaJjla ero CHOBa.

— MHe coBceM He 06513aTeJ/IbHO OllyLIaTh ce6si BalUUM
XO3SIHHOM KaXXayilo MHHYTy. — DBanacrep nosephyJcs n
MeJJIeHHO mpoluencs no komHare. — Ho u Toro, yro Koraa-
HHOYIb BBl CMOJXKeTe CTaTh MOHM NapTHepoM, si BaM oGe-
LuiaTh He CTaHy.

~ Jlns MeHs cTaBKoil B 3ToM Hrpe sBaseTcs [Kek, —
C TPYAOM mnpoH3Hecsa Daubep, pasxKaB ccoOXliHecs
ry6ul.

— [Ha, Bawe#t craBkod spasercs Jxek, — Banactep
KHBHYJ H cllenas nay3y. — Ho s He Mory rapaHTHpoBaTh
BaM ero 6e30nacHOCTb. ¥ K CJHLIKOM 60JibliIoe KOJHYECTBO
Jiofell BoBJeyeHo B 6opn6y 3a HMnepHio. M Bce-TakH s
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Mory oGeuiaTh BaM, YTO He GYAy NpHHamlexXaTb K YHCIAY
TeX, KTO XeJlaeT ero CMepTH.

danbep BHMMAaTEJbHO MOCMOTpesa Ha BaHposepa.
Crtpannas peub. Hagexxna ¥ npokasiTHe Kak 6bl' 06beHH -
JIHCb B ero cJjioBax BoeaHHo. Hy M elue, KoHeyHo, 3a
nocJieIHUM BLICKa3blBaHHEM CKpblBajicsl HaMeK Ha TO, uUTO
nosogoM K y6uiictsy Ilkeka llITopMa MoXeT MOCHYXXHTb
H OHa.

— HerT, Takoil BapHaHT MeHsl He yCTpaHBaeT, — peLIH-
TeJIbHO cKasasa Daubep.

Banactep nmoxkana nieuam:

— Mos moporasi ieBouKa... — GecKOHeuHO MoXaGHbIM
roJIocOM cKasaJ oH. Tak Bceraa noJyuaJoch y BaHpoepa:
ec/lM OH XOTeJ CKa3aTb «[eBOYKa», y Duubep B ywax
HEeH3MEeHHO 3BYYaJlo «lPOCTHTYTKa». — Bbl BbINONHHTE TY
nporpaMMy, KOTOPYIO si B Bac 3a/l0XKy.

— Toabko yepes Mo# Tpyn! — Dnanbep HabpocHaach Ha
Banacrepa, onHoOM pyKOH MblTasich BeIpBaTh KJIOK BOJIOC H3
ero peaKoi LIeBeJIIOPHl, a APYrod — NbITasiCb BbIXBATHTb
NaKeTHKH CO B3pLIBYATKOMH, CIpsTaHHbIe 32 TOJCTOH HHTHIO
oXxepeJbsl.

Banactep psBkHy:n u cxBatHa daubep 3a pyku. Cra-
KaH C BOOH, CTOALIHH Ha HeGOJIbLIOM XXYPHAJLHOM CTOJH-
Ke, ynajJ Ha noj u pasbuscs. O, 3TOT XHJBIH MHHHCTD
OKasaJicsl Fopasflo CH/bHee, ueM MorJa ceGe NMpeacTaBHTh
Saubep! B MrHoBeHHe OKa OH BLIBEPHYJ ee PYKH 32 CITHHY.
OHa BCKpPHKHYJIa H HM30 BceX cHJ ymapuia DBasactepa
Ka6s1yKoM B KHBOT. OH CyA0OpPOXKHO B3APOrHYJ H BbIMYCTHJ
ee, HO NOTOM CHOBa CXBaTHJI

— A Hy-Kka oTBeuaiiTe, YTO Bbl 3afyMal/lH, JIeAH?

danbep CyNOpPOXKHO NbiTasach BHIPBATh H3 JIall MHHH- -
cTpa npaByio pyky. OHa JomxHa Gbja fo6GpaTbcsi [0
NMaKeTHKOB CO B3pbIBUaTKOH H OCYLIECTBHTb 3aflyMaHHoe!
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— § caywaio! Uto Bbl 3agymanu?

BanpoBep TpsXHYJ ee M MpHXan K cTeHe. Oxepesbe
NpocKpe)KeTaso MO lUepLIaBOd TBepJAOH MNOBEPXHOCTH H
paccTerHyJsoch.

— A-al — Danacrep 3aMeTHJl TOHKHH 30JIOTHCTHIH
NpPOBOAOK, OGBHBAIOILHI ee 1lel0.

— §1 uMKoraa, cJbILIMTE, HHKOTAa He 6yay yO6HBaTb 1o
BalleMy 3aka3dy! — KpHKHyJaa DuaubGep H M30 Bcex CHJ
3a6HuJjacb Yy Hero B pykax. DTOMY HAHOTY BCe PaBHO HHUero
He yjacTcsl cAesaTb ¢ Hei! M3 Hee 6un M 6ua ropauuit
ncuxuyeckuin oroHb. Ha Te6e! daubep uyBcTBOBaNa, Kak
ee MbICJIH NMPOH3WJH ero, Banactep moGneaHen u mokau-
Hyscsa. Ha te6e! Ha Te6e! dnnbep HaHocuNa W HaHOcHAA
yaapbl.

CospnaBasioch oluyllleHHe, YTO MHpP BOKPYF HHX B30p-
BaJicsl M coluen ¢ yma. [IpeaMeTsl MOAHHMaJMHCh B BO3AYX
H 6ecrnopsiioyHo JIeTaJH N0 KOMHaTe, KapTHHbI CPbIBaJMCh
C MeTaJUVIHYeCKHX KPIOKOB H MNajajH co cTeH, MeGeJb
NpHNJACHIBaJa Ha CBOHX MeCTax, ‘C/I0OBHO Obl co6Hpasch
COpBaThCA C MeCTa ¥ y6exaTs B KaKylo-TO APYrylo, cocel-
HIOI0 KOMHATy. A KHHXKHBIA LIKad... ero CTapHHHble pes-
Hble [ABeplbl pacrnaxHyJHCb, H OrpoMHble (OJIHAHTHI, KaK
NYUHHKH, OHH 3a PYTHM BblJIeTa/lH HapyXy W KakK cymac-
LieAlllHe HauyHHaJNXH KPYroBo# TaHel no koMHate. Bce co-
pBaJjloch C MeCT M B BHXpe 3aKpYXHJOCb N0 KaGHHeTy.

dnubep satamna avixanue. Ceiiuac, yepes MHHYTY,
Banactep pa3o)XMeT CBOIO XBaTKy H OTNYCTHT ee PYKY, a
NOTOM YRNajeT Yy ee HOT MepTBbIM.

Banactep 6bl1 cMepTenbHO GaepeH. OH cKopumics H
CYNOPOXXHO XBaTaJsl BO3AYX NMOCHHEBIUMM PTOM, H BAPYT =
KaKo}-TO CBeT MeJIbKHYJ B Iiasax BanmoBepa. Bpalienne
Hajl HX ToJIOBaMH 3aMeJJIHJIOCh, MpeAMeThl CTaJH 3aMel-
JTb ABH)XeHHe W NajaTb Ha NOJ, NMOTOM LIYM 3aTHX, H
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TOJILKO OTPOMHBIE KHHIH BCe ellle XJIOMa/lH 3aKphIBaloLH-
MHcs 06J102KKaMH.

Bapyr — Basactep noanphirHyJ H rpoMKO 3aX0XOTaJl:

— Tax BoT uTo BBl 3agyManu, jJeau Daubep! — oH
BLIKPYTHJI ee PyKy, a NOTOM pe3KO pBaHYJI C LieH 30JI0TH-
CThIt NpoBoAoK. — Bl xoTenn B3opBaTh? B3opBaTh U MeHst
H ce6a? A noToM, Korga BallH BblKpyuyeHHble DYKH He
CMOTJIH HOTAHYTbCA JO 3TOH B3pLIBHONH CMECH, Bbl PeLIHJIH
yGHTb MeHS NpH MOMOLUH Balllel ICHXHYeCKOH 3Hepruu? A
Bbl oroHb! YecTHoe cJjoBo, Bbl oroHb! BoT, npaBaa, s cam
MOX0X Ha CMNOKOMHYIO XoJIofiHYylo Boay. MoxeT 6biTh, He
OuYeHb YHCTYIO. A y>K BbI-TO HaBepHfiKa CKa3aJju Obl, 4TO B
STOM OMYTe BOABI MeHblie, YeM Tps3H... HY fa HHYero...
Mos ncHxHyeckasi CHJa HHUKorja He 6bl1a 0co6eHHO 60J1b-
UIOHM, HO Tenepb sl MOAKAapPMJHBAIOCh TeM, YTO HCXOLHT OT
Bac, M CTaHOBJIOCh cHibHee. Kopmure xe MeHs, DinGep!

He y6una? OHa fo cux mop He y6uaa ero? OcTpbiii
MPHCTYN cTpaXxa MPOH3HJ BCe ee CyLIecTBO.

— OrtnyctHte MeHsi! — Danbep M3 MNoCJeOHHX CHJ
'pBaHyJacb M3 ero >xeje3HbIX o6bATHH. YepHble TOUYKH
NomJLJH y Hee nepel Ivla3aMH. BaHmosep TpsXHyJ. ee H
ellle CHJIbHee MpPHXKaJ K CTeHe, MOTOM — HaKJIOHHJCA K ee
yXY H TOJICTHIMH, YKHPHBIMH, NPOTHBHEIMH ry6aMH YeTKO H
BHATHO MpOH3HeC JIMHIBHCTHYECKHH Kof.

— A Tenepb TH noiifiellb H y6bellb...

Snubep Gbina B €ro BJACTH.



FAABA 1S

Hag Manbtenom BHcena Houb. Tesiekameps! oxpaHbl,
pearupyioliie Ha CBeTOBble MSITHA H HesiCHble ABHXKYLUHe-
ci TeHH, MPOMYCTHAH MHMO CBOHMX OKYJSPOB XpYynKylo
I0pKYIO (PHrypKYy, NPOABHIraloULylocsi ¢ KaKoi-TO H3JOMaH-
Ho#t rpauMeit. HH enunoro curiana TpeBory He pasganoch
B XpYMKOH HOYHOH THWHHe. BLICTPO M JIOBKO XyAeHbKoe
CyUICCTBO B YEpPHOM KamiollOHe MHHOBAJIO TeMHble H CBeT-
Jble y4acTKH CrsIlIero caja M nopo6panoch K CBETALIEMY-
Cfl OKHY Ha IepBOM 3Taxe.

Y OKHa cHIeNa JKeHWMHAa B 'MaxpoBOM KyMNajJbHOM
Xanate. Buaumo, oHa coBceM HelaBHO BbllIA H3 BaHHOM,
a Termepb BOT CHAeNa y 3epKaja M paccMaTpHBajla cBoe
AuLo. JIHLo 6610 X0JIeHHIM H MOAYEPKHYTO apHCTOKpaTHY-
HbIM. TosbKO MasleHbKasi MOPLUMHKA MeXXAy GpPOBAMH Bbl-
[laBajla He COBCEM MOJIOZOM BO3pacT ero xo3siiku. A Bnpo-
yeM, cKopee, 3TO GblJl MaTepHaJbHLIA Cllefl ee HeroMepHOro
BeicokoMepHsi. OHa C/MLIKOM MHOTO XOTeJ1a B 3TOM XKH3HH
H, K TOMY >Xe, MPHBBbIKJA MOJIy4aTb XXejlaemoe. Brnpouew,
ee poj MO3BOJIAJ el TaKylo POCKOWb — Bce ee jedbl H
npafefbl BXOAHWJW B TPOHKY CHJBHBIX, H3 CTO/METHS| B
CTOJICTHE YNpaBJAsBLUIMX 3TOH NJaHeTOH.

JKeHwnHa B3A0XHYNa, ellle pa3 MoCMOTpesla Ha cBoe
JIHLO H CTaja GLICTPHIMH YMeNbIMH JBH)XEHHAMH HaKnaabl-
BaTb KocMeTHKY. Ona coBepluana 3Ty NpOUeAYPY KaXKAablit
Jelb, H KaXXAblH AeHb HAHOCHJIA Ha JIHLIO TOYHO TaKoH xe
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TpHM, Kak H ceroans. J{cHwHNa naayna ry6KH H 3aKpenH-
J1a Ha 3aTblJIKe CBOW MbllUHble BbLIOLLIIECsT BOJIOCH!, MOTOM =
cOpocHiia XanaT M Hajesa GeJloe Kpy)XeBHOe MJaTbhe, elle
Pa3 B3rastHyJa Ha ce6s it BIK/IIOUHJa HeGONLLIYIO JaMMoY-
Ky, ropsillylo npsiMo nepef 3epKaJyiom. Bce Oblsio Kak Bce-
raa. M, xak Bcerma, B n06yio MHHYTYy OHa rotoba Oblja
1a4yaTb peBOJIIOUHIO.

— Tot xutep, [Tennc, — ob6paTuiach XxeHlHNA K NOTEM-
ncsueMy 3epkaay. — Ho Tbl CIMIUIKOM MO3AIO Hayasa cBOIO
urpy. Tak uto ckopo Tl 6yjellb }HMeTb CMyleHHOro C
uenu lltopma.

XynenbKoe CylecTBO NPHXKaNoCh K CTEGHe Yy sIpPKO
OCBeLUEHHOrO OKHa M 3aTaHJo AbixaHHe. Buaeokanmeps: no-
npexieMy (HKCHpOBaJH ABHXXeHHsl CBeTa M TCHH, LueJe-
cTsile JAMCThbs, 6JHKH (pap aBTOMaLUHH, MPOE3XKaloUHX 3a
4yryHHoii orpafoii. Y6uiiua odeHb ObICTPO KOIUYHJ CBOIO
pa6oty. Iast aToro eMy fae ie NpHILJIOCH NPOHHKHYTh B
KOMHATY HJIH MpPOCTPeNHTb OKHO. DneranTHas XeHLUHHA,
KOTOPYIO OueHb MHOrHe Ha 3Toii NJaHeTe 3HaJH MOA. yCJO0B-
Hoii kanukoii «IIpHHueccas, BCKpHKHYJa H ynaJja Ha noJ.
KpoBb TOHKOIO CTPYHKOII BbiTeKJia H3 ee TOHKO OucpyeH-
HHoro Hoca M M3 yleH, yKpalleHHbIX OpHJAJHAHTaMH, HO
Daxke CMepTb, TaK JIerKo CrMpaBHBLUASICS C Helo CaMoH, He
CMOr/1a pa3rfajlTh CKJA3AKY BLICOKOMEpHSI MeXIy ec TOoH-
KHMH GpOBSIMH.

* * K

Banactep Bouwesn B MajieHbKYIO KOMHATKY AJisi KOH(H-
ACHUHMANbLHLIX BCTPEY, pPacroioXXeHHYIO B delieHeGeAbHOM
kBapTase ManbTrenna. Ha sHue uyenoBeka, B OXHAAHHH
NpUMOCTHBLIEroCst Y MacCHBHOrO 06efeHHOro CTOMa, SIBHO
npocTynaiu rope M Bpaxae6uocTb. ['ocTb B3rnanya Ha
BOLLEUIEr0o MHHHCTPA H rnepeces Ha APYroi CTya — Tak,
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uTOGLI CTOJI pacronarancst Kak pas MeXay HHMH. Bangosep
HEBOJILHO YJLIGHYJCSI, 3aMeTHB 3TO [BHXXEHHe.

Ero co6ecennuky na BHA MOXKHO GbLLIO ATk JIET COpOK
MATb: JKryde-yepHble BOJIOCH Y)KEG CJjierka rnojnajauia cepgyu-
na, KOrAa-To aKKypaTHasi CTPHIKKa NoTepsiia Besikylo dop-
My, BOJIOCbHI, ynaBiuHe Ha J106, oGHa)KHAH HaMeTHBLIHecs
3aJIbICHHBI.

— $I xoTen noroBopHTh ¢ ToGoi, Helnop! — nonpuser-
ctBoBaa roctsi Banacrep.

Hefisnop yrto-To HemoBosbHO npoGopMmoTad W cAenan
BHA, UTO He 3aMeTHJ NpoTsiHyTylo Banactepom pyky.

— HoBocTH noxoasT K Bam HNOBOJbLHO-TaKH OblcTpPO, —
HeI0BOJIbHLIM TOJIOCOM CKa3aJl OH.

Banactep pasBes pykamu:

— A KakoJi cMbICJI coflep)KaTh LeJyI0 apMHIO MOJHLEj-
CKHX, OBOPHHKOB M KOHCbepXeH, eC/H MpH 3TOM HeJb3s
BOBpeMsl y3HaBaTb HHTepecyiowiHe Te6si BecTu? S Bce
npekpacHo 3Haio. IloM y6paH. Ily6aHKaTbl NJEHOK H 3aMUCH
OTNpaBJieHbl B KaKoe-TO ApYyroe Mecro.

Heiisiop Taxeso nmocMoTpes B rsiasa Basacrtepy:

— A Tenepb Bbl XOTHTe 3HaTb, UTO YOHJO ee?

BanpoBep mokauaJs rosioBoii:

— B KaKkoM-TO cMbic/ie 3TO HecyllecTBeHHo. [IpHHuec-
CBbl HEeT B XXMBbIX, a 6e3 Hee Bbl He 3HaeTe, UTO AeNaTbh H
KaK cyllecTBOBaTh AaJblie.

Heftnop Benbixuya:

— 4 npHwes Ha 3Ty BCTpeyy TOJNbKO MOTOMY, YTO BbLI
CKa3saJli, YTO Y Bac eCTh A/ MeHsl Koe-4TO HHTepecHoe. A
CHACTb H CAYyLIaTh, KaK Bbl 3JIOpPafCTBYeTe, fl COBEpLIEHHO
He co6Hpaloch! — OH LIYMHO B3JOXHYJ M YAApHJ Ky/JaKoM
no croay.

— {1 coBceM He 3710pafCTBYIO, MO} APYT, — MOCMELUH
yTewnTtsh ero Banacrep. — Hanportus, f roToB npHHecTH
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BaMm cobosiesHoBanKs. Mpl npoac/asH o4eHb MHOTO rnoJjes-

noit paGoThl, HO, K COXKaJIeHHIO, H1aM NPEACTOHT cAesaTh ee
cuie Goablue.

Heilinop nacropoxnics:

— Yrto BaM OT MCHSI HYX>XHO? — CMPOCHJI OH H CXKal
KyJaKH.

MiunucTp nnuero He otseTH. OH MOJNOXKHA HA CTON
CBOH XOJICHLIC PYKH H CJIOXHJ Najbuul B TaiHBIA 3HAK
NPHBETCTBHS, 3HAKOMbIIT TONLKO Y3KOMY KPYyry npaBsiled
aauThl 3eseHbix PyGauwexk.

Heiinop cuwe noaro moauan u nabaiofan 3a ABHXKEHH-
IMH ManbueB MHHHCTPa noanuuu. Hakonew oH o6ausan
ryobl H HEpBHO CMpPOCHJI:

— A noueMmy, cOGCTBEHHO TOBOPSl, sl AOJXKel BaM
BEpHTL?

— Bbl npekpacHo 3HaeTe, 4TO f1 He MOTy BaM 3TOro
ckasaTb. — BanuoBep HeonpenesenHo KawasiHya. — Ho
Belb M Sl He 3Halo, MOry /M fl NOBepsiTh Bam. U Bce-Taku
B MOGM MOJIOXKCHHH OTKPOBEHHOCTb C BaMH BefieT K ropas-
A0 GoJIbLWIHM NoceAcTBHAM. — Bannosep orasuysacs. Bau-
KH XpycTajbHOro 6apa nafajH Ha MoJl H Ha cepylo OfCKAY
rocTsi, psiiOM CO CTOJIOM CTOSl1 CTapHHHbI natedoH, H
cefiuac yepHasi MJIacTHHKA, YyTb NMOKayHBasich, KPY>KHaach
BOKPYr CBOell OCH, H H3-1O0J TOHKOH HMIJbl BblJIeTalH 3BYKH
CTapHHHOro BaJjbca. Banactep He Toponus cBoero rocts.
OH cMoTpes MO CTOPOHaM M TepresHBO XKAaJ, KOraa e
Hefinop HakoHeu-TakH NpHAET K KaKomy-HHOyAdb peLie-
HHIO.

B konue KonuoB Helisop B3JOXHYN W NOXKaJ NJeYaMH:

— Yero KOHKpPETHO Bbl OT MeHSl XOTHTe?

— Uto ee y6usio? — GBICTPO CNPOCHJI MMHHCTP.

— Mubl aymaeM, 4TO 3TO ObiI0O 3BYKOBOE OpYXXHe. =
Heiinop HepBHO norepe6HJs nanbuaMH pyKaB py6aluku. —
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Ho mbl coBceM He yBepenbl B 9ToM. Biigeokamepsl oxparibl
HHycro He 3anHcanH. ToslbKO BCMJCCK KaKOMH-TO 3HEPrHH
3aCBETHJ MJICIIKH, 110 3TO APOAOJKANOCh lie 6oJee MHIY-
Tbl. Mbl NbITaNNCh NMPOBECTH 3KCMACPTH3Y H NPHUIIH K
BLIBOAY, UTO C 3THM BHIOM Jyyeil coBpeMeHHas HayKa clue
He 31aKoMa. A uto xacaeTcst opHIHANBHOrO MEAHLIHHCKOro
3aK/IOYEHHS, TaK MPHUNIOI CMEPTH 11a3BaHO OGLIHPIHOC
KPOBOH3JIHsIHIle B MO3r. B npunumne, aTo H AcHCTBHTEb-
HO MOXCT ObITb CCTCCTBEHHOH CMepTbIO.

— Ho Bbl xec e aymaere, 4To 3TO GbLIJIO TaK?

— Takas BepcHsl llac MaJio yCTpaHBacrT.

— A xax e Bbl Gynere 6e3 lice OGXOAMTbCS?

Heitnop 3anymancs. On nmogoABHHYJ K ce6e XpycTadb-
HbI Tpaui H OAMH M3 CTOSILUMX TYT XKe CTaKaHOB, HaJHJ
BOAbLI, OTMHJ IJOTOK, HO TaK HHYCro M He CKasal. ,

BangoBep COTHyJCS Hal CTOJNOM M 3aroBOPLIHYCCKH
npoLenTad:

=" A 4To, ecqM BMecTO Xaoca, KOTOpbIii BOT-BOT AOJ-
)KeH 3aXBaTHThb OpraHH3auMIO, Sl NpPensoXy BaM OOBbefH-

HHTbCS?

* K K

Koponepa TpHKaTaaa C sIBHLIM YAOBONLCTBHEM 3allie-
JlecTesla CBOWMH CHSAIOLHMH KpBIJbSIMH, KOrAa reHepad
Tysyn npu6ausuaca Kk Hell u caenan pesepanc. Ee xkecT-
KHe MalLypHble KPbibi Pa3ollTHCh BEepPoM, a H3-NOA HHX
NOSIBUJIHCD TOIIKHE NPO3payuHble MOAKPLILIKH. OHH BCMBIX-
HYMH TONyGLIM CHSIHMEM, 3aTpemeTalH M 3alleecTenH,
pacrnpocTpaHsisi TOHKHi yapyiowHit apomart. Bouctuny, 1a
TaKoe BeJiHKoJlenHe Gbljia cnoco6Ha ToJibKo kopoJesal ['yayn
NOAMPLITHYA M 3allle/iKaJ BCeMH CBOMMH Horamu. O, emy
6uia okasana peakoctHas 4ecth! Koposesa yGpana cBoH
TOHKHE NOAKPBI/LILIKY MOA GJecTslLHe NaHUKHPHLIE KPblbs
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H KOPOTKHMM >XecTOM mnokasasa [y3yay, uto ToT MOXeT
nojioliTH NoGaHKe K HeH.

— Kak xopowo, uTo Bbl BepliyAHCh MOA MOC KpLLIO,
[ysyn! — Hexkno npocrpekorasna oHa. — Hu omia pctpeua
nocJje AOAroi pasjyKH .3a Bce 3TO Bpemsi He Oblia ans
MCHSI CTOb MPHATHOM!

TCy3y/l MOYTHTE/NIBHO CKJIOIHJ TOJIOBY:

—~ Toabko 06S13aHHOCTH MOryT 3aCTaBHTb MEHsl NMOKH-
HYTb Bac, Most KopoJaeBa!

— Kak oGcroar nawu gena B JloMHHHONE?

— CrapHHHBIH Bpar Tak XXe CHJEH H HeroHfTeH, KaK H
BCerfa, — reHepaj CTYKHYJ MO MoJy NepefHHM luynajiblieM
W CTaNl pacXaXKHBaTb B3aj W Brepej No TPOHHOMY 3any. — U
TONLKO Ballie IBHOG MPEBOCXOACTBO B CKOPOCTH KMaAKH SIHLL
YAep>KHBaeT Jofieil B 6e3BLIXOAHOM TMOJIOXKEHHH.

Koponesa BcTpenenysnack. Ha ee papykHoi nHueBoi
MacKe OTpasHIHChb H TOpAOCTb H TNeuanb. DTH UYYBCTBA
GbIM Mepefanbl Tak ymeso, 4to I'y3yn HeBosbHO ocTao-
BHJICS1 H BOCXHILUCHNO B3fOXHYJ. ['1a3a koponesbl 3arope-
JIHCh JIIOGOBHLIM GJIECKOM, 1O OHa OMycTHJa BeKH M mo-
cMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY. )

— MHe OTNyLIeHO OYeHb Malo BpeMelH, rcHepasi, —
THXO NpoOH3Hecna OHa.

STto Obljo 06WHM ropem HX packl. C HeNocHALHOM
063aHHOCTbIO OTKJaAblBaTh CTOJIbKO SiHL, YTOOLI BOCMOJ-
HHTb NOCTOAIHHbIE NOTepH HX TpakuaHcko# JIuru, — MorJa
CnpaBHTbCA TONBKO KopoJseBa. M Bce-TakH, CKOJNbKO HH
ctapanace TpHKaTafa OCTaBHTL nocse cebs cpeiu TpakH-
alCKHX MecKoB XOTsl 6bl OAHY NMJOJOBHTYIO CaMKy — 3TO He
ynaBajochb eif. ToT AeHb, Korga KOpoJieBa COCTapHTCSl H
GoJibllie e CMOXET OTKJaAblBaTh fifua, NpuUGAHXKajcs, a
3HayuT, NpU6IHIKaNCA M ACHb, B KOTOPbI BCeM TpaKHaH-
CKHM MHpaM 6yaeT NOANHCAH OKOHYaTesbHbIH npurosop. Y

326



Bce K¢ — yeM GoJibluc SIHL ycreeT OTJIOXKHTbL TpHKaTaza,
yeM GoJiblliC MJAHET YCMeloT OHH MPeBPaTHTL B MecuaHble
KoJabIGesu [JIsl CBOMX MalJiellbKHX, TeM 6oJiblle BeposiT-
HOCTb TOrO, UTO B HX MHpe MOSIBUTCS cJjefylollee MJOKO-
BHTOe nokoJseHue. M Bce-Taku ueM GoJsble poxxaana
Tpukatapna, TeM GbicTpee BeTLIaJO ee TeJiO H TeM HeyMo-
JHMee oHa Gau3uaach K KoHuy. ['ysyn xopoiuo mnouumad,
YTO YXKC MPH Cro >KH3HH BOHHA C JIOAbMH MOXeT OblTb
OKOHYaTCeNbLHO MPOMIPaHa H MX paca MpeKpaTHT CBoe cy-
LIeCTBOBaHHe.

TpukaTaga BHMMaTesbllo MOCMOTpPE/Na Ha Hero:

— HackonbKo BepHO cocTaBJjieHbl BallH MNJaHbi?

[enepan otcanoroBas:

— He Bosany#itecb, Mosi KoposieBa! Haiu GbiBLINi Bpar
M TemepelHHH COIO3HHK He HMeeT HH MaJeiillero mpen-
CTaBJieHHs1 O HalIMX MNpeAcTOsIlUHX naaHax. M3 Hac
noayuuJjach 6Ll npexpacHasi 6payHasi mapa — Bbl H fl... —
Tysyn 3axkawfsics OoT CMyLWeEHHs M OMATb 3aXOAHJ B3ajk-
BHepe[ fnepej CHAIOWMHM TPoHOM. — JIIOAH BepAT, YTO: Mbl
COIO3HHKH, M MOKa HaM yfaeTcsl AOMHHHpoBaTh. [IpHueM
MBI IOCTHraeM nepeBeca, 3a[lef{CTBOBaB BCero JiHlllb TPeTh
HalUHX BOWCK. .

— AX, TonbKO TpeTb? — KOpOJeBa JOBOJILHO KHBHYJa
roJIoBOH.

I'yaysa-BoJHOBaJIM 3BYKH, KOTOpble H3AaBaJia KOpoJieBa.
MoxeT 6bITh, Ha reliepaia AeHcTBOBaja BecHa? A Moxer
6bITb, H UTO-TO eulle — 6oJjee BaxkHoe M Gosiee BJAacTHOe?
O, oH coBcem He XoTen AyMaTh o BoHHe. Ero cepaue
6bicTpee M ObICTpee CTyyalo B IpyOH.

— Kak Bbl W NpHKasaju, Mos KopoJieBa, — OTBECHJI
nokJyoH Iysyu.

— KoposieBckH#t coBeT nopmepxan MeHs. — TpHKaTaga
eJie CJBIIIHO LIeJKHYJa TAXEJbIMH KpblabsaMH. Ee ¢aceT-
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HLle TJasa CBepKHYJNH M MOMepK/aH. — A Brpouem, Beab OHH
6onTcst MHe nepeunTb. S — HX eAMHCTBEHHAast HaleXKaa.

F'ysyn auan, uto noapasymepana TpHKaTaja nocJe-
Alieil (ppasoii. Beab ecan xoTa Gbl OQHH pa3 KOPOJEBCKHH
coBeT MoOHAeT MPOTHB €€ BOJH, KopoJeBa OGHAHTCA H
OT/NOXHT Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl ouepeiiioe BbiHallIHBaHHe
miuunok. IToxany#, HMeHHo HX ofluee TpakHalicKoe rope
noMoraJio KopoJieBe MpoYyHO H NPOCTO yAepXHBaTbh BAACTb
B CBOHX MHOFOYHCJCHHLIX Lynajbuax: TpakuaHcKas Jlura
o6GbeIHHHMACh B MOAAEPXKHBAIOLHI ec COI03 TONBKO MOTO-
MY, YTO Apyroro BbiGopa He 6bi10. Hu y onHo# apyro#
NMONMTHYECKOH (PpPaKUHK HC HMEJOCh NJOAOBHTOH KopoJe-
Bbl, KOTOpas C JIErKOCTbIO MOrJia Gbl CMECTHTb €e C TPOHa.

KoposeBa mepseHHO noansiack H BHHMaTeJbHO Mo-
cmoTpena na [ysyia:

— U Bce-TaKH BauM [eHCTBHS HeJb3sl Ha3BaTb NONHO-
CTbIO YAa4YHbIMH, MOH reHepan!

T'yayn nokopHo onycTHJ roJioBy.

— Ia, Most KopoJsieBa, Bbl, KaK M Bceria, nmpaBbl. Koman-
aup no (amuann LLTopm Bce-TakH BLIXKHJ, XOTS Bbi H
npHKasbiBaayu Ham y6HTb ero. Ho s He aAymaio, uTo o OoHH
cMoXKeT packayaTb Tpuaackui TpoH nau mupbl JIOMHHH-
OHa JlaXke B TOM CJlyyae, eC/iH OH AOrajaercst O TOM, YTO
npoucxonuT. Jlioau coBceM He moxoxH Ha Hac. Hu omHo
CYIIECTBO B MHpE He CIOCO6HO BMECTHTb B ce6sl CTO/bKO
CHBl M CTOJILKO BJIACTH, CKOJIbKO 3TO yjAaeTcs BaM, MOs
KopoJeBa!

TpukaTtaga onsiTh NOBOJIBHO CBEepPKHYJa I1a3aMH:

— Uro x, renepan I'yaya! fl aymaio, cefiuac pasymHee
BCEro HaMpaBHTb BallM TajaHTbl Ha nouck Ceatoro Kanu-
na. Hawu nHdopmanTtel B Mmupax Tpuaackoro TpoHa coo6-
waioT, 4to uMnepatop IlenHc HaMepeH HeMenJeHHO Ha-
yaTb ero cnaceHve. KctaTH, B 3TOH omnepauuu Oyger
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npHuuMaTth yuactHe LlITopm. Mue 3To coBcen He HPaBHT-
csi. K ToMmy »Ke yoKepbl CJHHIIKOM JOJr0 Mewan naiue
pa6oTe MO MOMCKY HOPUHTOBBIX PYAHHKOB, TaK YTO eC]H
OHH A0 CHX MOp M He Jorajajicb 0 Ha3sHauCHHH HOPUHMTA,
TaK 06s13aTesbHO CAesnaloT 3TO B Guuxaiiee Bpems. Ko-
poue, 51 xoTesna Gbl, yTo6bl KanuHa oTbicKasn Mbl, a He
noananiele [lenuca.

Iysyn noknonuacs:

— Ia, -most xoposneBa. — On 6blA HCMOJMHHTEJNLHBIM
BOHHOM, W BbiCJyLIaB NpPHKa3 ofHll pa3, HHKOTAA lie 3ac-
TaBJsN MOBTOPSITL Cro.

TpukaTaga nonmosyana H APOAOJNKHIA:

— TlocTapaiiTecb 03HaKOMHTb C JeTaJfMH OMepauHH
Kpoka. 9ToT JloxMaTbi} MHJIOCEL, — AOBOJIbHO-TaKH crocob-
110e CyLIecTBO, a B NMPOLWIOM OH He OAHH pa3 MPHHOCHJ
HaM MoJb3y.

— Kax 6yaeTt yrogHo Bawemy BennuecTBy, — WiesKHYJ
XHTHHOBBIMH TIaHUHPHLIMH KpblabaMu [ysyn. Ero nnuesas
MacKa H3MeHHJacb: BblpaXeHHe XpabpoCTH H BOJH fIBHO
YyHTaN0Ch Ha Hell. — JIMHHH 3aLWHTH yXKe MPOBepeHbl, MOfl
KopoJieBa, TaK YTO eC/IH Ha 3TOT pa3 Ha Hac HamalayT aT-
(bapesibl, ynap npuaeTcs no yejoBeyeckuM MHpam. Hy urto
ke! Ham Hapo BBDKHTB, a 3HAYHT, Yy Hac ecTb NpaBo
NpUHECTH XepTBY. A KOrfa JIoAu CTaHyT GOpoTbcs H
yMHpaTb, Hallli HOBble KOpabJiH yHecyT Hac AaneKo-faneKo
oT aTol cxBaTKH. f, ['yays, TopxecTBeHH0 o6ellalo BaM —
Mbl OflepXXHM noGeny!



FANABA 16

3To 6blJI0 MOXO0XKE Ha TOHKYIO KOXHLY, CMOJ3aloLyio
¢ ayka. Ero xu3nb noxmupana ero — cJoii 3a cjoeM.
TopbkHe, cnaakue, pagocTHble M FrOPecTHLIC COCTaBHbLIE ero
CCTCCTBA OTXOAMWJHM OAMH 33 APYFHM, H Kaxpaas noteps
6bina Gosesnenuoil. UM Bce-taku Cpstod Kanun ynopuo
LUenJIsiJicsl 32 XKH3Hb, e XKeJasi yNycTHTb ee coBceM, Ha-
Bceraa. Ceiiyac aT-papenst HabJIOAaNH 32 HHM TaK XKe, Kak
H HeCKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3aj, TOr4a, KOrAa oHH Hcc/enoBalH
ero cHcTeMy KpoBoo6pallleHHs, KHILeuHHK, nerkue. On He
3HaJ, UYTO OHH AYMaJH O ero 4YeJOBEYEeCKOH CYTH, HO
XHPYpPraMu oHH GblJH HemIoOXHMH — HMeHHO 6s1arofaps HX
TOHKOMY MacCTepCTBY OH JO CHX MOp Obll XHB.

CrtpaHuo XHTb, HO NPH 3TOM MOYTH He HMETb TeJja,
HCcKaTb KoMdopTa — a MojyuyaTb OCTPYI (H3HYeCKylo
60Jib, H3MYYHBLUKCb, HCKaTb CMepPTb, HAYLIYIO H3 H3paHEeH-
1IOr0 TeJia, a HaXOAHTb THICAYH CBETSLUHXCA TOYeK B 3a6-
polienHoit Borom ayiue.

On nonwitancs BcnoMHHTh JDkeka Llltopma B cHsio-
wem GpoHecKadanape, notoM — Daubep, MOTOM — HMIe-
patopa Ilenuca M ero GecUYHC/NEHHBIX CAYF, HO Oywia He
npHpacTaja K 3THM o6pasaM, Kak paHble. HTo-To cayuH-
JIOCb C HHMM, UTO-TO CJIOMaJloch B HeM CaMOM.

M Bce-Taku OH He MOr NpocHTb y Bora cmeptu u
LenNIsACA 33 XH3Hb CBOEro Tejla M XH3HL CBOeH AYLUH
BCeMH croco6aMH, KOTOPLIMH pacroJaral.
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Paio uau Mo3aHo 3TO AO/KHO GbJIO 3aKOHUHThHCS.
[MocTeneniio oH ocosHaJ, UTo aT-(hapenbl cOGHPAIOT BOEAH-
HO ero pasbaATylo NioTb. THXHe 3Be3lbl ero XKH3HH K ero
MBbICJIM, AaJieKo APYr OT APYra OTOABHHYTbIE TOHKHMH OC-
TPLIMH CKaJibMeJssiIMH, CHOBA NPHGIHKAAKCh APYr K APYTY
W ckaapbiBaiHch Bmecte. OH yxe He 6T pacchinaH Ha
KYyCKH, H TeMHas CMepTb He pellajacb CTYMHTb Ha MOPOT.

Korna Cesitoit Kaanu npocuyJscs, OH MoyyBcTBOBan
TaKylo >KFy4yio ¥ HecTepnHMyio 60/b, KaKOH HHKOrAa He
outywas B cBoeH >XH3HH. AT-dpapesbl pasobpanu ero Ha
yacTH, a NoToM co6panu cHoBa. M Bce-Taku HX Beaukosen-
Hble YMeHHST H HaBblKH MaJio B ueM nomoriau. Co6CTBeHHO,
3TOr0 H CJENOBAJIO OXXHAATh: OTKYAa HM GLUIO 3HATh c1‘po-
elHe YesoBeyeckoro TeJa!



FAABA 1)

— S cablwan, YTO CerofHsi HMMepaTop NpHHHMaeT
noceTHTeneH, — B MpaMOpPHOM BecTHOIO/IC ABOpLA MepeMH-
Hancs € HOTH Ha HOry MasclibKHH, TUleAYLHbI, coBep-
LIeHHO BHICOXLUHIT Henosek. — BuauTe au, Mie Heo6Xoau-
MO KaK MOXHO OnicTpee neperoBopuTh ¢ Ilenucom.

CoBceM HeaaBHO OH c6exxan H3 a6opaTopHH 3eseHbIX
PyGawek H Tenepb OrJsAbIBajJCs MO CTOPOHaM M BCe He
Mor naHTH cebe MecTa, 6osich, 4To ero o6HapyxaT. Emy
nocoBeToBaJIH OTbICKaTh MHHHCTpa IToanuuu H neperoso-
PHTb AHYHO ¢ HHM. 2KeHluHHa, cKopee Bcero npHHaanexa-
iasi K ABOPLOBOMY MepcoHasy, BHHMaTeslbHO MocMOTpena
Ha MaJleHbKOro yeJjioBeyka: '

— ByabTe n06psi, 11a30BHTE MHE Ballue HMs, LiepPKOBHOe
3BaHHC M HOMep uJieHCKoro GuJera.

— LlepxoBHoe 3BaHHe... — 3anHyJcs yesnoBedek. — [a
fl...

KeniuHa HeBO3MYTHMO NOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero:

— Bbl He npuHamje)KHTe K NapTHH YOKepoB?

— TIloueMmy e, HeT, HeT... — MyTasicb M KpacHes,
OTBETHJ MaJeHbKHil yesoBeyeK. — BooGlue-To s KCCHOGH-
oJior.

— OueHb coxaJjielo, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJA rpy3Has
>eHWMHA. — Ho ceroanss MMnepaTop NpHHHMaeT TOJBKO
yOKepoB.

— Ho a.. — HepBHO 3aTpsccs yesoBeyek.
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= OucHb coxaJselo, — nepebuja ero eHwyHa. —
Ceroaiist fOJKHBI MPOATH MeperoBopbl ¢ 3a6acTOBOUYHbIM
KomuTeToM. IlpHeM moceTHTesell MO JIHYHBIM BOMpOCaM
HMMepaTop HayHeT TOJbKO MocJjie TOro, Kak pelHT Bonpoc
0 BceoOulcH cTauyke.

— A MoXeT 6bITb, — HHKaK lle yHHMaJcs Marepaan, —
s1 cMmor 6Ll MeperoBOpHTb C MHHHCTpoM Banactepom? Y
MeHST eCTh AJISl Hero ouyeHb Ba)kKHas HHdpopmauus!

JKenuinna 1osro BbiCAylWIHBaJla ero npoch6sl ¢ 6e3pas-
JIHYHBLIM BHIAOM, HO Tenepb ee TepreHHe SBHO KOHYHJOCH.
Omna noaHssach €O CTy/Na H 3aropofusa AOPOry MaJeiibKo-
My BblCOXLIEMY YesoBeuKy. Bbicokasi, rpy3Hasi, 3Ta eH-
LWMHa BO3BbllIaJsach Haf HUM, KaK cpeiHeBekoBas Galuhs.
Ja ewe kpecT — pe3HoM, GJecTAWMH HeT-HeT, a H NOA-
paruBajl y Hee Ha TrpyaH.

— $1 Bbi3Basla ABOPLIOBYIO OXpaHYy, — OHa MOTeCHHJA
ero K ABepd. — MHe KaXkeTcsl, YTO BaM Jyuqule YATH 10
TOro, Kak TpakH MOSIBATCS 3MeCh.

MarepaaH pa3BepHyJicsi M noGexxan Bnepen. Berpeuats-
cs1 ¢ Tpakamu? Tocnoap ynacu! ITonanartbest B pykH ITonHumn
Mumupa? HasepHoe, B ero noJioXXeHHH H 3TO He Jyulue.
[Topocluasi nepeBbSIMH ajjiest y ABOPLOBLIX BOPOT Gblia myc-
Ta. MaTtepaan OrJiIiHyJICSl M OTPSIXHYJl CBOIO H3MSATYIO OfEX-
ay. VI Bce >xe ecqM OH cMor nonacTb cioga MO CBOMM
IIOKyMeHTaM, OH HC JOJKeH Obll TaKk NPocTo caaBaTbes!
[MycTtb ero naGopaToplible HCC/CAOBaHHS MJIOXO OMJiauHBa-
JIMCb H DepXKajlHCb B CEKpeTe, TC CBeJeHHS, KOTOPHIMH OH
pacnosiarasi, 6osibllie Henb3sl GLIVIO Aep)KaTb B TalHE — OHH
MOM/IH MOBAHATb Ha cyAbby BceH Tpakuanckoit Jlnru. Yro
zenajnochk Ha cBeTe! DTH NoaJible TPaKH KaK XOTEJIH pasTyJiH-
Basii no Manbteny, IlpHHuecca ymepaa, 3enciible Py6auiku
nocjic ec CMepTH NPHUIJIH B COCTOIHHE MOJIHeliluell Heopra-
Hu3oBaHHocTH. Her, Matepaan Gosiblue He Mor »aaThb!

333



Cae-to no6ansoctu wan tpaku. ITo cTapoil npusbluke
MarTtepaan cyMeJsl pasaHuHMThb HX LUard BoBpeMsi H Ha Bcsi
KHH cayyall WMBICHYN B TYCTble 3apoc/H KyCTapHHKa,
OKpYy:KalouiHe HeGoJbluylo JayXKafiky. Martepaan ynan B
TpPaBy W 0GXBaTHJ TOJIOBY PyKaMH, CTapasich yHSTb CHJb-
HYIO HEpBHYIO APOXb: Y>X CJHILKOM MHOro BpeMeHH CMYy
NPHLIOCHL MPOBECTH B NJIEHY Y TPaKoB, YTOOLI BHAETb 3THX
XyKOB cnoBa H cHoBa. KcenoGnonor npucaywancs, o yeM
neperoBapHBaeTcsi MeXAY coboii >ykooGpa3Hasi oxpaHa.
O! O1H conpadoHbl, KOHEHIIO >Ke, FOBOPHJH O >KGJaHHH
no6LIBaTL Ha MPHJHYHOI BoOiile H Kak CleAyeT NopasMsTh
CBOM Lllynanbla. Ja, pce TpaKH OblIH CHAbHBI W Tynul. K3
BCeX M3 HHX, Noxaayii, oauh rexepan ['ysysn 6b1 TOHKHM
WHTPHTaHOM H CNOCOGHBIM MOJHTHKOM.

Koraa tpaku npownn muMo, MaTepaaH Bblnos3 H3-3a
KycTa M ocMoTpesicsi. 33 KyCTaMH, OKPY>KAIOLUHMH JNy>Kai-
Ky, BHIHeJiach BbICOKasl KHPMHUYHas cTeHa. AX, 3To, KaXeT-
csi, OfHa M3 TeX IJIOLIAfAOK, Ha KOTOpbIX TPEHHPYIOTCSA
HUMnepaTopcKHe phiuapu! B Takom MecTe ayulue He noma-
AaTbCsl B PYKH He TOJIbKO >KYKaM, HO W JiogsaMm. MaTepaaH
I0PKHYJ B JucTBy. BoBpems! PsgoM ¢ HHM 3a3Byyann
HesicHble YeJloBeHeCKHe roJioca.

— Jleno cpaenano — KOCTIOM nofo6paH M Kak ciefyer
SKHNHPOBaH, — CKasaj rpy6eiii roJoc.

Bropoii, Gonee MATKHH roJoc OTBeTHJ:

— Kpok oueHb yAHBHJI MeHs.

THuwe, THUe, Hano BO YTO Gbl TO HH CTaJo elue pas
ycJblwaTth 3TOT rojoc! MartepaaH faxe MOANPBITHYJ OT
HEOXHIAHHOCTH. ' )

— §1 66l OTAaN CBOIO JIeBYIO PYKY, 4TOOBI Y3HaTh,
nouyemy 3To TpHKaTajga cnycTHia ero co CBoero Kplouka
Ja elie MO3BOJHJA 3aHHMMaThb TaKyl0 OTPOMHYIO AOJMXK-
HOCTb!
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A ceiiyac npo3By4YHT BTOpPOH roJsoc. Matepapan HacTto-
PO’KHJICST H 3aTaua AblXaHHe.

— Kpox nuxorna e o611 TpakoB, HO H 51 He LOJMXKeH
pacCUHTHIBaTL Ha COIO3 C 1IHM, TaK YTO CO MHOH OTNpaBAT-
cs1 Poyauns u daubep.

Marteppal NpHMOAHSJ TOJIOBY M BHITJIAHYJ H3-3a Mo-
POCIUHX TYCTBIMH JIHCTbIMH BeTBeH. Temepb OH XOpoLuo
BHIEJl TOBOPSILLKX JIIOACH H IIHKaK He MOl NPHHTH B cebs
OT yAMBJeHHsl. Mor JiH OH 3a6biTh WM NepenyTarb C KeM-
HHOYyAb APYTHM uesoBeKa, KOTOPbIH KOrja-To crnac ceMy
>KH3Hb, BHITALUKB ero U3 TpakHalckoro Knakryra? Iltopm...
Hoxek Topm... Ho Benb LLTopm Gbit apectoBan INenncom
H o6bsiBseH npepateaem! Uto 3a yypeca?

— HaBsepHoe, s 3psi Gepy c coboii danubep, — ckasan
HItopm. Jlaccapeit npoBopuas YTo-TO, a MOTOM CKasasx:

— Moxer 6bITb, TeMepb OHa H He CMOXET MOAAepXaTh
Te6s TaK, Kak 3TO AeJaja paHblie.

— He B atom geso..— LlTopMm 06epHyJscst H NOCMOTpen
Kyna-To noBepX roJjopel MatepaaHa. — OHa 3acayxHBaeT
ayyureii yyactH. Beap Ilenuc Tak H He BOCCTaHOBHJI MeHs
B NpeXHeH AOJMKHOCTH. §1 usmeHHux, a 3HauHT, Koraa i
Haipy Ceatoro Kanuna, HMnepaTop nepecTtaneT Bo MHe
HY>XAaTbCsl 1 BLILWBBLIPDHET MCIsl Ha OKPaHHY BCeJelHON, a
MOXeT 6biTb, H Ha TOT cBeT. Kopoue rosops, y MeHst HeT
6yayuiero.

— He rosopute Tak, KOMaHAHp, — MOKayaJs roJiOBOH
Jlaccapeii. — Bul coBceM He fe3epTHp H He H3MEHHHK.

Marepnan noausiacs ¢ koaeH. Ero uudopmauns umena
0co6yi0 LeHHOCTb, H OH He 3HaJ HH OAHOro 4eJlOBeKa,
kpoMme J>xkexa IllTopma, KoTopbiii cymes Gbl pacnopsaHThb-
csl elo Tak xe TosnkoBo. Oil yxke XOTeJs BblJIE3TH H3 KYCTOB
H nomoiTH K IlXKeKy, 1O ero CMyTHJIH 3TH pe3KHe cJoBa
snpedamensd», «desepmup». Martepnan 3anymancsa. Bapyr
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~ OblcTpasl ABMXKYLWAsACS Telb ynaja Ha Hero. KcenoGHo-
JIOT TIOCMOTpeJl BBEpPX H CBHEXKMJICS: KaKoe-TO Orpomioe
CYLLUECTBO B 6POHQKOCTIOMG ClycKaJioCb C aepeBa. JIHLLGBO@
CTeKJso wJjema 6bl1o onylueHo, H MaTepaan He Mor pac-
cmoTpeTh Jiuua. OH 3aKpbul rfla3a pykaMH W NONSITHJCS.

— UTto BBl 3fech AeslaeTe, MaJieHbKHI yeJioBeuek? —
6GpoHHpOBaHHas MepyaTKa CXBaTH/MA C€ro 3a LWKHPKY H
nogHsJa B BO3AYX.

— IlrtopMm, — ene cabllHO BbIAABHA KceHoGuoJor. —
MHe nyxeH xomauaup LlTopm.

OrpomHas jKese3Hasi pyKa TpSiXHyJla ero B BO3dyXe:

— UTo BB cKaszanu?

MarepgaH 3akawasuics 4 ctan 6ecnomouHo 60aTaTh
HOTaMH.

— §1 nosxkeH HaWiTH KoMaHaupa llltopma! — ero nJo-
XOHbKasl py6alika TpecHyJia H noroJasJa no wsaM. Marep-
OaH ynajd Ha 3eMmJio; TYT e MogHsJcsi U no6exan or
HeH3BeCTHOro pEILapsi.

* K *

Marepnan ene noGpancsl o CBOEro 3aceKpeyenHoro
y6exkHiua B MasibTeHCKHX Tpylo6ax. OH 3akpbis ABepb Ha
[Ba 3aMKa CO CJIOXKHBIM WIH(POM H MPHCJOHHICS K CTEHe.
Kaxknobli HepB B ero MaJjleHbKOM TeJsle MyJbCHpPOBal OT
HanpsixkeHus. [lneyo Goneno, U Bce-Takk OH Gbli LeJ!

Ero nyabc elte fosaro 6uics ¢ yaecsaTepeHHoO# cKopo-
CTblO, HO BpEMeHH OTAbIXaTb H NPHXOAHTH B cebs He Gbuo.
KceHoGxosor Bowen B KOMHaTKY, OGOpYAOBaHHYIO MO
J1aGopaTOPHIO, OTKPbII LWIKadbl H CTal BuIrpe6aTh H3 fALLH-
KOB MJEGHKH C pe3yjbTaTaMH CBOMX HccienoBaHHil. On
JloJ>)KeH Obll CPOYHO BCe 3TO YHHUTOXHTb. HasepHoe,
3caeHble Py6Gawku ie 3psi 3aceKpeTHJAH ero paboTty —
riocJjie TOro pasroBopa, CBHAETeJieM KOTOPOro OH HeBOJIbHO
oKasaJjicsi, KceHOGHOJIOF BOOGLLe AepecTas NOHHMaTh, KOMY
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MOX>KHO. BepHUThb. BHaHMO, MosHTHKa Oblia Takol Tps3HOH
WTYKOH, YTO K Hell He CTOWJIO MOAXOZHTH GJH3KO.

Martepnan ykpenusa Ha lWITaTHBe GOJBLIOH THreab H
GpocHJ Ha ero HO HECKOJILKO KYCKOB cyxoro cnupTta. Bot
TaKk — Terepb MJeHKH 6yayT ropetb GLICTPO H MOYTH Ge3
nbiva. OfHa, BTOpas, TpeTbsl... 1a CTOMJO JIH HX CYHTaTh?
PaGoTa 6bli1a MoyTH 3aBeplleHa, H BCe, UTO HYXKHO, TPOYHO
3aneuarJesoch B ero nmamsith. M Bce Xe — HH B KakHe
Yyy)KHC DYKH 9TH (akTbl He ROMKHbI OblH monacTb. Koraa
6ynyT yHHUTOX(EHbl BCe MJIEHKH, eMy NpHAeTcs B30OpBaTh
JlaGopaTopHIo U c6exxaThb B KaKoe-HUOYb YKPOMHOE MecTo.
U 3esenblie Py6awku, u Tpaku GyAyT npecjiefoBaThb ero,
a 3HayuT, AaabHedluHe AeliCTBHS HaLO XOpouwo o6ayMaTh.

MartepnaH 6bl1 TaK 3aHAT COOCTBEHHBIMH MBICJISAMH,
YTO Ja)Ke He ycJ/bllaj, KaK OTKpblJach Hapy»xHasi ABepb H
Ha rnopore MosIBHJICSl JIOXMaTblii MeBeJeo6Gpa3Hblil MHJIO-
-celt. KceHo6HOMOT BCKPHKHYJI. Jlo CHX MOpP OH 3HaJl TOJIbKO
OAHOr0 MHJIOCLA — TOrO CaMOro, KOTODbIH CJYXHJ OLHO-
BpeMeHHO H TpakaM, ¥ JJOMHHHOHY.

[HraHT WHPOKO pasynbibajcss H MOKasaj KJbIKH:

— f1 wen 3a ToGoii, Manbiw. PacckaxkH MHe, 0 yeM
BAXKHOM Thl OJIXKeH 6bli1 coO6LHTL KoMaHAHpy LlTopmy?

MarTepaaH OTCTYNHJ K CTeHE H C Y>acoM IOCMOTpeJ
Ha MuJOCLA:

— S1... Mbl... Y MeHs ecTb JJsi Hero HHopMauHs...

— Toabko pns Hxeka? — nepecnpdcun MHJIOCeL, H
npoieJics no koMHate. — JlaBail He 6yfeM AypauHTb APYr
npyra, napenbn! I — Kpok, a Tl — MartepaaH. Most kopo-
JieBa C HeTepleHHeM X[eT TBOero BO3BpalleHHs.

— §l... MBl... — B ropJsie y kceHo6HoJiora fiepecoxJyio. —
fl ne ‘TpaKHchKan Co6CTBEHHOCTDb, a CBOOGOAHBIH yesoBek!

— CBo6oAHbIi, @ K TOMY e ellle H CTPaUIHO Nepeny-
ranHbiii. — Kpok nokavas rosioBoit. — § ceifuac ckaxy Te6e
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TO, YTO 3HAIOT OuYeHb lieMHOrHe, — 51 ToxKe cBoGoaen. M Bce
>Ke MOsl KoposieBa OTPYGHT MHe roJIoBY H BbINYCTHT KHIUKH,
ecsM y3HaeT, 4To f Te6e 3To ckasaj. Kopoue, ceromusi Tbl
NPHXOAWJ B HMIMepaTOpPCKHI ABopell, 4yToGhl HaiTh LlTopma.
Y JIxeka ceffuac GoJbluHe HENPHATHOLTH, TaK YTO, €CJH
Xouelllb MepeaaTbh eMy YTO-TO, CAe/aif STO 4Yepe3 MeHs.

MartepaaH nposeJ ApOXAalWHMMH NaNbllaMH MO CTeHe:

— A n-mo-T-ToM B-Bbl Yyii-A-O-A-eTe?

JloxmaTtasi mopaa Kpoka pasyabi6anack. MaTtepaaH Bce
ellle He 3HaJl, UTO eMy AeJaTh, HO BAPYr — JIOXMaTasi pyKa
B GpPOHHPOBaHHOH pyKaBHLe Jierna Ha ero nseyo. Bosab u
yXac 6blcTpo moBeplunad geno. CnoBa noceinaauch M3
KceHoGHOJIOTa, KaK OpexH: )

— Bce neno B Hopumte. Pacckaxkute emy... Illtopm
3naet. { paGoTan nan aTok npobiemoi. Pacckaxkute emy...
§1 xun cpemn TpakoB. MX Hu3uiee cocioBHe — TPYTHH —
3[10pOBO OTJHYaeTcst OoT Apyrux. M ewe a 3Halo, nouemy
TPaKM TaK HYXApaloTcs B Hopuute. Pacckaxkute ewmy...
Kakoe-To Bpemsi s1 AyMas, YTO OHH NOKPbIBAalOT HOPLUHTOM
Kpblaibsi, HO 3To He Tak. CTapoe opyxHe [xeka MOKpbITO
HopuutoM. OH 6bll yBepeH, UTO TpaKH He MOIMIH ero
BHAeTb. BooG6lle-T0 OHH MOIJIH ero BHAETb, HO He BUACIH. ...
Pacckaxute emy...

— ITomensiennee! — 3apbiuan Kpok u Tpaxuya Marep-
NaHa 3a nyieyo. MarepiaH BLOXHYJ B ce6s IIOTOK BO3ayXa
H OMSATb 3arOBOPHJI

— DTO NPOHCXOANT NPHMEPHO TaK: TPaKH NepeMaJbl-
BalOT HOPLUHTOBYIO PYAy B IOPOLLUOK H rioTaloT ee. Hopuut
3[0pOBO YCHJHBaeT GoeBble KayecTBa MX BOMHOB. A HH3-
IIHe KacTbl 3THM He 3aHHMAIOTCS — OHH Beflb He BOIIOT!
Korgpa HopuuMT HMeeTcsi B cocTaBe ApYroro TeJa, TPakKH
YyBCTBYIOT ero, HO NpH 3TOM AyMalOT, YTO nepel HHMH
cTOMT Apyro# Tpak. Ho Tak 6bw1o paHbue. Tenepb oHH
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3HAIOT, YTO Bpar HCMoJb3yeT HOPUHT, H NPHHUMAIOT 3TO B
pacuet. Ho Koe-uero olu coBceM He 3HAIOT. A HMeHHO —
HOpUMT HcOJIaronpHsTHO BaMsAeT Ha HMX camux. Kopoue,
ckaxkute J[)KeKy, YTO BCC 3aKJIOYEHO B HOPLHTE.

Marepaan 3anmoJayan M BHHMaTCJIbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha
Kpoka. O cneunanbHo c)opmynHpoBaJ nocjenHion ¢ppasy
NBYCMBICJICHHO M 3aragoyHo — oudelb yX He XOTeloch
MaJlelibKOMY 4eJloBeuKy 060 BceM, YTO OH Y3Has TaKolo
LieHoH, coodwaTte MuaocckoMy Measemio. A Hltopm... IllTopm
C JIerkocTblo A0AyMaeT HedocTaloulee.

— 3To Bce? — npHcTaNbHO nocMoTpes Ha Hero Kpok.

— Ha. A Bbl 3anOMHHTe 3TO?

— KoneuHo, — MHJIocell HeMOHATHO XMbIKHYJ. — §I Bce
3anoMiH/ o4YeHb Xopowo. A Th?

Martepaan B3LOXHYJ:

— A 51 TO/MBKO YTO CXKer 3amnHcH.

— 3To mnpaBHJbHO, — MHJOcel nogowen k Marep-
JaHy. — MHe oueHb asib TeOs, MaJbllL...

KceHo6Housor 3akpHyasl H mpoTecTyiolle 3aMaxaJ py-
KaMH, HO KOCTH ero yepemna, 3a)kaTble B OFPOMHBIX JIallH-
wax Kpoka, TpecHysH, H OH OGMSIK NPSMO B MeRBEXbHX
nanax. Kpok AaBuJ Ha yepen y4eHOro [0 TeX Nop, Noka He
y6eauscst B TOM, YTO TOT YXe HAecsiTb, a MOXeT GbITb, H
ABafuaTbh pa3 MepTB. Ol MOJIOXKHJ Ha MOJ MaJleHbKOe TeJlo
W, NOCMOTPEB Ha Hero, ckasa.s:

— B aToM Thl He mpaB: HHKTO He MOXeT ObiTb MOJHO-
cTblo cBo6osieH. TpakH 3aroHsIH Gbl Te6s1 A0 MOJNYyCMepTH,
a Temepb... Tenepb Thl HejocsAraeM MJs HHX.



FAABA 18

LleHTpanbHbIK 3KpaH CBfI3H, BBLICOTOIO OT Moaa Ao
noToJKa, C TPYAOM BMellas NMepefaBaeMoe KPYMHbIM MJja-
HOM H306paxeHue. [lenuc mompaBMn CBOIO Mypnypiyio
MaHTHIO, YJbIOHYJICS BeslHYecTBeHHOH cobecefHHUe H Be-
JleJl BceM NMOCTOPOHHHM BHIHTH H3 KaGHHeTa.

TpakuaHcKasi KopoJieBa CMOTpesjla Ha Hero c siBHOM
HacMellKo#, ee ¢aceTHble, OYeHb MOX0XKHe Ha CTPEKO3bH
riasa no6JecKHBajJM W TaHHCTBeHHO Mepuand. Ilenuc
NPHIJIafuyl PYKOi Topuallide BOJIOCH, H OHH pasfpaxceHHO
3aTpellaiH pa3psilaMH CTaTHYECKOTO 3JIeKTpPHYecTBa.

— §I He yMelo 3anyrHBaThb CBOHX COIO3HHKOB, — KOpO-
JileBa BHHMaTeJNbHO MOCcMOTpesa Ha HMmnepaTtopa. — Ho Mul
TaK MHOTO BJIOXKHJIH B HalU¥ OTHOLUEHHS, 4YTO MPOCTO lie
MOXXeM M03BOJIMTb ce6e pa3spyliHTb CO3AABLIMACS aNibsHC.
Tpuanckuit TpoH HaxoOMTCH Ha TpaHH rpaKaaHCKoH BOM-
Hbl. JIOMHHHOH HHKaK Ha 3TO He pearHpyer. TpakHancKas
Jlvra npuwna K BbIBOAY, UTO HaM HeoO6XOAHMO BMeLUaTbCs
B TO, YTO TBOPHTCAl Y Bac Ha MJaHeTe.

[Menuc oTKpb poT. TO YTO — HapylluelHe AOroBopa?
Ynap B cnuHy? BnpouyeM, OT 3THX COIO3HHYKOB MOXHO
6bs10 oxHaaTh Bcero. OH HeNpoOHM3BOJALHO CXaJl PyKy B
KyJaK ¥ MOJILIXHYJ 3eJIeHbIMH TJ1a3aMH:

— B TakoM cayyae MHe mpHAeTcsl 06BbABHTL O NpeKpa-
LEeHHH NeHCTBHA Hallero AOroBopa.
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HMimnepaTtop He nmpeanosaran, 4To TpPakH yMelOT CMe-
ATbCS, 1O ceifyac... ceilyac ol BUACH COGCTBEHHBIMH raa-
3aMit Haraulii, HCNpHKpHITLIT cMex Tpukartaasl. OHna co-
BCGM Hl¢ CIep)KHBajach — ec JMLeBast Macka XOAMJa
XOMYIIOM, a BeJIHKOJIeniible MaHUHpible KPBIIbS TPSICAHCH H
LwesaKanu Apyr o Apyra:

— A KakuM xKe cnoco6oMm Bbl cobHpaeTech ocylle-
cTBHTL 3T0, [Tenuc? 3a 9To BpeMst HAlUK MHPBI ycleJiH TaK
Kpenko nepenJecTicb Apyr ¢ apyrom! Bawe opyikue — 3710
nawe opy>kuc. M moTom, pazbeiHHHTbCS — 3TO O3HayaeT
ocTaThCsl HaenHlle ¢ aT-(papenamy... f Aymalo, uTo cHayana
BaM CTOMT 11aBeCTH Yy cc6si MOpPSIIOK, a MOTOM YXKe CCOPHTHLCS
¢ namMu. Mbl 6yacm »kaaTb ¢ HeTepneHdHeM. — Tpukataaa
.BeJIMYECTBEHHO HaKJOHMJA roJIoBY, H 3Kpal norac.

[Tenuc oTBepHyCs OT 3KpaHa H TPSCYLIHMHCS PYKaMH
paccTeruyJ 6yJaBKH Ha cBOeH MaHTHH. YCTYNHTb BAHSIHHE
B JomunuoHe Tpakam? Ecan naxe Lltopm B 6anxKaiiwee
Bpemsi oThieT Cpstoro Kannna u 6ecnopsiku npekpaTaT-
csl, 3TO He peliHT HHuyero. ToJbKo. 6e3yc/OBHOe BJHSIHHE
na Konrpecc JIoMHHHOHa MOIJIO y#ep»KaTh HMMepaTtopa y
paacti. K Tomy e, TpHKaTaga BrnoJice HeBYCMBICAEHHO
HaMeKHyJla eMy lla 3aXBaT TpakaMH MaJbTeHa nog BHAOM
BBeJeHHST BOGHHOTO MOJNIOXKEHH S Ha naaHeTe. Buaumo, atot
pasroBop — TOJIbKO MepBblil B LeNH TaKHX e HempHATHBIX
1 aep3kux. OyeHb, oYeHb MHOrOe B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aBHCeNO
ot LropMa. Ecau ‘6JokHpOBKa NaMsuTH, YCTaHOBJeHHas
[Tenucom, nepectaHer paboraTh, Koraa JI>Kek oKakeTcs
BHe npeaeJsoB gocsiraeMocTH BasnacTtepa, KoMaHAHp phlla-
pelt CTaHeT KaK pa3 TeM OpyAHeM, B KOTOPOM TaK HYXAa-
erca Ilenuc.

Ho Bpemsi He o0XHAalo, W HMNepaTop, 3afyM4HBO
nocMoTpen Ha ce6st B 3epKaJio, MONPaBHJA MaHTHIO H ONfThb
3acTerHyJs GpHJNHAHTOBYIO 6y/aBKy. ¢l BepHy BaM Balue-
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ro CpsiToro, noporie yokepsl, — noaymasn on. — A cue —
s1 BepHy ceGe mouTH yTepsiHHoe uapctBo». HTtak, Bnepenu
y nero 6blyla BCTpeda ¢ THWaWHWHMH yOKepaMH, KOTopble
FPOMKO H HacCTOHYHBO pacliaTblBajH TPOH.

* Kk %

JI>)KeK NpOCHYJICSl H OLLYTHJI FOPbKHI BKYC MOApH/Ia Ha
ry6ax. ITyctasm ckJsiHKa OT CHOTBOpPHOro 6biJa 3axaTta B
cro kyaake. OH pa3»kas najblpl H GPOCHA Ha MoJ po3oBa-
Tbil MONYNpO3payHbiil Ny3bipeK. B 3Ty Houb ol Mo 6Ge A M Ja.
Ero cHbl H ero BocnmoMHHaHHs mocJjie NpoGy>KAeHHs ocTa-
auch ¢ HuUM. Ilporpamma, BHeppeHuast B ero mMo3r [lenu-
COM, TO M fAeJNo AaBaja o ce6Ge 3HaTb. [1aMATb, KaK pBaHoe
NOJIOTHHLUE BOeHHoro duiara, 3usna AblpaMd. 310 o6cTos-
TeJbCTBO MAOCa)<fajllo eMy H JHEM, HO 0COGEHHO NJOoX0
HItopm uyBcTBOBaN ce6s1 Houblo. KoHeuHo, Moapua 6bial He
JIYYLIHM M3 HMeBLUWXCSA B apceHasle Me{MUHHBI CPeACTB, HO
JApyrie CHOTBOpHbIC NMPOCTO He AeHCTBOBajlH, a A/ TOro,
4YTOGbl XOTb KaK-TO BOCCTaHOBHMTb CBOIO NaMSITh, CTOMJIO
noiiTH ¥ Ha Goabwuit pHck. JKek AaBHO MOHAJ, UTO paHO
HJIH NO3[HO ero NamsiTb BEPHCTCSl OKOHYATeNbHO, €ro BoJ-
HoBaso Apyroe — B JIOGOH MOMEHT OH MOI COBEpUWIHTb
HEMPOCTHTEJbHYIO OWHOGKY B pasroBope c [lenncom uax
Banactepom. )

Hxek BcTan ¥ mpoules B BaHHylo. B kopupope oH
HeBOJIbHO OCTAaHOBHJICA: TOHKHIf, HH C YeM He cpaBHHMBbIi
3amax AyxoB BHcesJ B Bo3pyxe. MoxkeT ObiTb, NMOKa OH
cnaJ, K HeMy CHOBa npuxoauaa daubep? IDKek npouwesncs
no xopugopy. HeT, BHAHMO, 3TOT 3anaX eMy NpoCTO Moyy-
munca. On ne Buaea daubep yxe HeCKOJNbKO AHEH, XOTS
Jlaccageit roBopHsa eMy, YTO OHa BO ABOpLE H lefaBHO
NpUXOAH/a MPHMEPATb CBOH GPOHEKOCTIOM.

JDKek BKAIOYMA Ay, H YNpyrHe CTPYH BOAbl NMPHATHO
3ab6apabaHusau no Koxke. LlITopM BCNOMHHA Bce M fo-
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npexxiieMy He MOT XXHTb 6e3 DanGep, HO OH He 3HaJ, KaK
ckasaTh eff 06 sToMm. CJHHIUKOM YXX MHOro .yuweii 6blJio
BOKPYF, yllei AJHHHBIX W TPS3HBIX, )KAaAHO CJYLIAIOWHX
kaxcpoe ero caoso. HaBepHoe, noka emy ocTaBaJsioch Hafe-
aTbcsl Ha Te, uTo daubep cymeeT mo3abGoTHTbcs o cebe
caMa, Kak OHa JieJlasla paHblie.

[Tenuc u Banactep pewnad paspvirpaTh nepen yoke-
paMH MaJseHbKoe NpeAcTaBJjeHHe, BHOMMO, Hajesichb Ta-
KHM MaHCPOM YTHXOMHPHTb HX. Jl>kek Oblq 3HaKoM C
opranHsauueii yoKepoB coBCeM He TaK Xopoulo, Kak
JokonaTtan, HOunapo uau cekperapwa Kannna Mapra-
peT, — HO OH XOpOLUO MONKMAaJ, UTO cefyac MHCCHOHEpHI
NaHHKYIOT H TO, YTO roAaMH yMmopHoOro Tpyaa napa6oTtan
Casitoit Kanun, HaxoauTtcs B onacHocTH. JXek nogospe-
BaJ, YTO Ha TY YAOYKY, KOTOpPYI0 cobHpacTcsl 3aKHHYTb
HMnepaTop, YOKepbl He KJIOHYT, H HMEeHHO MO3TOMY
XOTeJ caM MpHCYTCTBOBaTb Ha c6opuue. Ilenuc, Kak
BCeraa, H3jlan AypauKHH yKas, sicHO raacauuii: sHuka-
KHX GpoHeKocTioMoB!» Ecan 6H Ha MecTe MMmepaTopa
okasancst llITopM, oH H3gan. 6el coBceM ApYrof ykas:
«Hukakux Tpakos!»

HTak, cerogHsi cocTouTcs odHLHaNbHOe BOCKpelleHHe
Jokeka. Tpuaackuit TpoH o6bsIBHIA, UTO OH yMep, H CpaBHJI
NblUIHble TOXOPOHLI 32 MHOTO MecsilleB 10 TOro, Kak XHTPOMY
IMenucy ymanoch BhICJAGAHTbL €ro M AOCTaBHTbL Ha MasbTen
.KaK HM3MeHHHKa M jpesepTHpa. Hrtak, 3to 6ymer neHb
pelHTeabHEIX AeHcTBHH. JIXKeK moayMan H Hafesl CBOIO
BOGHHYIO (POPMY CO 3HAaKaMH OTJIHYHS KOMaHAMpa phillapei
JloMHHHOHA.

* K *
daubep nocrosia Mepef 3epKajoM H pelliHaa HafeTb
sakpbiToe maatbe. [IpoXoas no KoMHarte, oHa Kak 6bl CO
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cTopoHbl Habnoaana 3a co6oii. Uto ¢ neii cayyunocs? Ona
ABMrajach, Kak feiwepas, rpy6o cpaGortannas Kyknaa. Bu-
AHMMO, el Hago 6blyIo paccKa3aTbh O cayunBuenmcsi JKeky.
Yro c TOro, YTO ceHyac oH NouTH He NMOMHHJ ee? LTopm
Bceraa OblJ MXKEHTJbMEHOM, H BpSIA JH nporpamMmMa, BBe-
neHHaa B ero mosr [lenucom, Morsa JHLWHTL ero 3TOro
kayecTBa. Jkexk y6beT BanpoBepa, uero Gbl 3TO eMy HH
ctouso. M Bce e... Bce ke, oila He CMOXET MOMPOCHTD
Jxeka oTaaTh CBOIO XKH3Hb 3a Hee. K Tomy e, Banactep
Mor o6birpath LlltopmMa — uTo eMy cToHJsO eH ke, Danbep,
HaulenTaTb Ha YXO NPHKa3 YHHUTOXHTb KOMaHAHpa pbiLa-
peit JJOMHHHOHa, MOKa TOT pa3MbIULIsNET, KaK noJyuylue
NPOBECTH 3Ty onepaumio?

daunbep oTBepHynach oT 3epkasa. OHa He Moraa
BbiIepXXaTb CBoero co6¢cTBeHHoro Barasga. Kak ona moraa
npourpath? Kak oHa Morsia nossosanTbh Banactepy BHe-
IOpHTb B CBOH MBbICJH TIpsi3Hble U uepHble ceMeHa?

Paspancs 3BoHOk. daubep noaGexkana K ABEPH H
6bICTPO pacKphlaa ee, oxxHaas yBuaetb lltopma. ¢llxeK,
Thl NpHUles paHblie BpeMeHH!» — xoTesja 6blIO cKa3aThb
OHa, HO 3amHyJacb Ha MOJycJlOBe: Mepej Helo CTOS
Banacrep.

Ceroast oH 6blJ1 B MapagHOM cepo-roJy6oM KocTiome,
U BBLITISIAEN KaK OAHO M3 TeX SJAOBHTLIX JIe3BHM, KOTopble
OHa BpeMeHaMH INpsfiTaja B CBOeH ojexie.

— Jlenu! — o6paTHjcs OH K HeH TOHOM, KOTOpbIH
3actaBun danbep B3aporHyTh. «Hy ma, — nopymana oHa, —
OH Bceraa roBOPHT J e [ H, a AyMaeT 1l J 10 X a». — Bl
KAaJH KOro-To Apyroro?

danbep ycMexHynach:

— Crapble NMPHBBIYKH XHBYT gmoaro. UTo BaM HyX-
HO? — OHa OTOWJIAa OT ABEPH, MOCTapaBLIHCh COXPaHHTb
AMCTaHUHIO MeXAY COB60i M HM.
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— O, coscem nemHoro. S xoren 6bl MONPOCHTbL Bac
npoiiTH co MHOA B 3aa. [lenHc ToXe cCNyCTHTCA TyAa B
Gamnxarilice BpeMms.

— §I mory noiTH H 6e¢3 Bauwleil NMOMOLUH, — OTpe3asa
Saubep.

— Be3 comuenusn. M Bce e — s xoTen 6bl BaM Koe-
UTO CKa3arTh.

daunbep oTwWATHYAACD!

— S yxe M Tak chaenana Anst Bac AOCTaTOYHO MHoOro!

Banactep 3axoxoTtax:

— daubep, daubep, HeyKesH XKe Bbl H BOPaBLy AyMa-
eTe, UTO 1 Cr1OCOGeH MOTPATHTb CTOJNBLKO AEHCT H CTONBKO
BpeMeHH palH OAHOro-eAMHCTBCHHOro yb6uictBa? To, urto
6blj10, — 3TO JIMLWIb MaJieHbKas MPEIOAHs K AajbHekHleMmy,
— ero ry6bl HeOXXHAaHHO CACJAAJNUCh TOHKHMH W 3JIbIMH. —
A Hy-xa, danubep, nopoiiau cioga!

Ee saTownnno. Ona caenana war B CTOPOHY H FPOMKO
KpHMKHYJa: '

— Tonbko He Ilxek!

— Her, HeT, coBceM He [IXKek, — ycrnokoua ee Basa-
ctep. — JDkek ewe pomxkeH 6GymeT oThickaTh CsiToro.
Kanuua, a ecnu HaM oyeHb MoBe3eT, TaK H OTKPLITh CeK-
peThl aT-dapesioB, — OH COTHYJ YKa3aTeJbHbIH majen. —
Hy, ny, 6anuxe, neau! S npekpacHo 3Halo BalH HeJanbl ¢
cucTeMaMH oxpaHbl. KoHeyHo, KOMHaTa He npocayliHBaeT-
csl, HO BCe XXe eCTb BelliH, O KOTOPbIX MOXHO TOBOPHTb
TOMBbKO LLENOTOM.

* % %

‘3an as ayaHeHUHH 6bln1 nmepenonHeH. Ha orpomHbix
3KpaHax, CMeUHaJbHO AJSl STOr0 ciyuyas pasMelleHHbIX
MeX<y MPaMOPHBLIMH -KOJNOHHAMH, MJBUIH H306paKeHHs
THICAY NJaHeT, Ha KOTOphIX Korfa-nH6o mnobhiBala Hora
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yesioBeKa. B NoToKax MCKYCCTBEHHOrO BeTpPa KOJIbIXaJHCb
pa3HouBeTHBle 3HameHa. Hesichblit wenot nepexarbiBancs
no psiaaM cobpaBLUIHXCSl YOKepoB.

ManenbkHil yesoBeyeK B 30JIOTHCTOH JiHBpee BbiGe-
XKaJl Ha NMOMOCT H OGDBABHJ:

— Ceroans Ero Mmnepatopckoe Beanuectso Ilenuc
NpHHHMaCT MnpoleHHst W >kano6ul. [TonpuBeTcTByeM e
KaK cJeAyeT Hauwero umnepaTtopal

Tosna sarypena, Bblpa)kasl HedOBOJbLCTBO, FHEB, HO
Bce-TakH H BOCXHLUCHHE BEPXOBHOM BJNaCTblO, TaK MpPHCY-
liee He NOAXOAHBLIMM K ce NOAHOXKHIO JIoAsM. 3aJ Kak 6bl
pasAyMblBajl HECKOJIbKO MHHYT, HO MOTOM, MepecH/IHB pas-
HOTJIacHs, 3axJonan B JafAOWH.

JBepb, Bepyliasi B JHYHbIH Ka6uHeT [lenuca, oTKpbI-
Jlacb, H M3 Hee BbIWIEJ OH caM — B NMypnypHOH MaHTHH C
TOHKHM 30JI0ThIM LIHTbEM, YKPalleHHOH aJiMa3aMH H H3yM-
PYAaMH, — MaJleHbKHH, XHTPBIH, BAAaCTHLIH H BeJHYeCTBEH-
HbIM yesioBeuyek. IlenHc KOPOTKO KHBHYJ coGpaBLUMMCSl
npouwes K TpoHy. TyT >ke MosiBUJICA HEMOHATHO OTKyAa
B3ABIUMIACST MUHHCTD NMOJHUKH BanacTtep H, KakK TeHb, cTal
3a MMNepaTopckuM mueuoM. Boo6uie-to BanmoBep onos-
1an, W OMO3aj 3I0POBO — HMMEpaTop Aa)ke CTaj COMHe-
BaTbCAl B TOM, YTO YBHIHMT CBOero NOMOLIHHKa Ha cerof:
HawieM c6opuue. MiMnepaTtop rasHysn Ha Baugosepa: Ha
YepHOM aTJIaCHOM XXHJIeTé MHHHMCTpPa SICHO 30JIOTHJHCh
JANIMHHbIE )KEHCKHe BOJIOCKH. DTOo 6blo HHTepecHo. ITennc
o6Bes rnasaMu 3an — OaubGep B Toame He 6bLIO, 3aTO
Joxex LTopM, OAHHOKHH M COCPellOTOYEHHbLIH, CHAEN B
npennocJjefHeM psagy W 6e30TPbIBHO CMOTpes Ha HMMepa-
Topa. ’

Bupumo, BanacTep Bce-TakH OCYLUECTBHJ CBOe HaMe-
peHHe W H36aBHics oT Dunbep. MHTepecHo, Kak e 3T0
eMy yaanocb? Ho ceiiuac ais Takux pasmbllLIeHHH Bpeme-
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HH He 6bino. IlemHc BcTas, M MOIOTOHHO WYMSWHN 3ah
cpasy 3aTHX

— Hoporue apysbsa!l — O, [Tenuc 6bl1 MacTak npoH3Ho-
cuTh pedn! OH OKHHYJ 327 FOPSILUMMH FJ1a3aMH M NONbITa-
cfl COeAHHHTb B OAHO LieJIO€ HEHCUYHCAHMOC MHOXKECTBO
CHAAWMX Nepef HHM Jiofelt. — DTOT TOpXKecTBCHHbII 3aJ,
3a/1 A5 ayAMeHUMit, CeroaHs OTKPLIACS B mepsuiii pa3s
nocae ucyestiosenns Ceartoro Kanuna us Bayuna. Joarue
roAbl ol GblT MOWM APYroM, YMeIOWHM B HY)XXHYIO MHHYTY
noasepxath W AaTh AOGPbIA COBET, AOJroe BpeMs 'OH py-
KOBOAHJI PCJIMFHO3HOH OGLUHHOH yoKepoB. Muorie u3 Bac
obpallanich KO MHe ¢ Mpocb6oil OpraHW3oBaThb TMOMCKH
Ceatoro KannHa, HHYero He 3Hasi O TOM, CKOJIbKO YCHJIHI
no otbickailiuio CpsiToro npeanpuHHMaloT ¥ TpHaacKui
Tpon, n JomuHuon. MecTtoHaxoxaeHHe KaauHna po cHx
rop HeH3BeCTHO, HO y Hac ecTb Koc-KakKHe coobpaKenHs
0 TOM, KyZ&a oH Hcye3. Celtuac s xouy HH(popMHpOBaTH Bac,
yto, ckopee Bcero, Ero CesarteiiliecTBo He Gbl noTepsiH,
OH Obl1 B3AT B MJeH aT-papesamu. — Ilenuc caenan
a(pdpeKTHYIO, 3apaHee pacCUHTaHHYIO may3y. YoKepbl MOJ-
yanu. IToToM Koe-rge nocJbluajcst nuaay, Koe-rae — MpH-
raywenHsbi wenot. MMnepartop npoGexan no toane Baras-
JOM MW cKochaca na cekperapuy Kaanna Mapraper —
NOXKHJIas TPy3Has KeHILUHla CToAJNa BMeCTe C pernoprepa-
MH H CMOKOHHO cMoTpeJa nepen co6ofi. Kaxercs, 3to He
6bi10 1St Hee ocoGoi HoBOCThIO. [lenHc N0BO/ILHO XMBIK-
HyJ. 3HauuT, Mapraper mo.ny4yuaa TaKoe ke cooGlieHHe
no cpoum Kauanam! 3an rymen. [lemuc oTKawasacs
NPOJOJINKHIL:

— §1 He 3Haio, noueMy Casitoit Kanun nowen.Ha Takoi
prck. Ho MHe KaXxeTcsi, UTO OH Hafesjicd Ha KOHTaKT C
3THM TaMHCTBEHHbIM M HemoGeAuWMbIM Bparom. YTto xke!
Haw crapulii Apyr Bceraa cTaBHs obuiecTBeHHoe G6jaro
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Bullwe co6cTBeHHoro. M Bce-takH, B Ero CasiteiiectBe
Hy>KnaloTcst Ha MaJsbTene, H ¢ClH Mbl CMOXeM HaliTH cro,
Mbl MOMPOCHM €ro BepHYTbCS!

[Tenuc onsaTte 3amonuan. B 3ane pasmannuch osauiu
u. KpukH. Ho BoT uTo 3auHTepecoBaso HMMmepaTtopa:
Ka)keTcsl, ero npeanoJsioxkelus Ha temy Banposepa Ba-
JlacTepa OKa3aJUChb HempaBHJbHLIMH: BAOJbL PSAOB, MO-
GaMXKe K TpoHy, npoGupanach Daubep B IpKO-H3YMpYA-
nom njatbe. LITopnm ToxXe yBHACH ce It HEMPOM3BOMbLHO
noBepHYJ ToJoBY.

Ceilyac HaumeTcsi caMasi TpyAHas 4yacTb BCTpeuH.
JKypHaJqHCTBl H NpPeACTaBHTENH YOKepoB BOT-BOT CTaHyT
3alaBaTh BoMpockl.: [TenHc pelwua npeaycMoTpeTh XOTs 6bl
HeKoTopble H3 HHX. OH BBITSIHYJ PYKH JIaAOHSIMH BHH3, KakK
6Ll Mpocsi 3a7 YCNOKOHTbCH, H OGBSCHHI:

— §1 npeaBHXY HeKOTOpbie W3 BalIMX Bornpocos. Mul
He Mo)KeM MOHTH Ha BOCHHble AelCTBHSI ¢ aT-(apeami.
Bce mesio B TOM, 4TO 3TO He NpHHeCeT HHKAaKHX pe3yJbTa-
TOB. ¥ HaWHX BpParoB eCTb BO3MOXXHOCTH ISl CTPOHTCJIb-
CTBa OrpOMHBIX BOEHHBIX KOopa6aeil H HX HCMOJNb30BaHHSI,
3HayHT, monbiTKa oT6HTL CBAToro KanuHa MoxeT KOH-
YHTbCS aTaKoi aT-apesoB Ha LUeJblii psl 3aceseHHbIX
HaMM naaHet. Mbl oueHb YA3BHMBL.

[Tenuc cpenan mayay, BbIMHJ FJIOTOK BOAblI H3 cTOsILLe-
ro Ha MaJieHbKOM CTOJIHKe XPyCTaJsIbHOro 60KaJsia H rasnys
Ha Banactepa. MHHHCTP MoJKHUHH BeceJo yJjbibascs.

— Mo#t HOBbIi M OYEHb CMOCOGHBIE MHHHCTP MOJH-
UHH, — KHBHYJ Ha Hero Ilenuc, — cymen HaiTH camoe
onTHMasbHOe pelucHue. Bmecte ¢ TpakuaHcko# JIHro# Mbt
HadaJ/lH BO3BOAHTb M@XK3Be31HYI0 060POHHTENbHYIO JTHHHIO.
Hackonbko 1 moHMMalo, 3TO flaeT O4YeHb XOPOLUHE pe3yJb-
TaThl. ¢ o6MaHyJ HX, HO Jall UM HaleXAay, — MOoAyMaJ,
3aMonuaB, [Tennc. — K ToMy e, HHKTO H3 MPHCYTCTBYIO-
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wHX 3aech He obaajacT AOCTAaTOuHOI HHdopmauHeH Aas
TOro, UToGbl NMPOTHBOPEYHTL EMY»

— Uro ke kacaetcsi nonckoB Cpatoro Kamnha, Tak s
H MOH KoJIJIerH NPHLUJH K BBIBOAY, UTO MaJsicHbKas rpynnka
n36paHHbIX GyneTt camoii 3deKTHBHOI B NMOHCKaxX Hallero
nponasuwero Apyra. YenoBeka, KOTOpLIii BO3I/NaBHT NOHCK
Ero CesiTeiiliecTBa, 1 y)Ke HauleJs.

TlpuMepHO MosTOpa roja Hasajg MHe MpPHULIOCH TpH-
cyTcTBOBaThb Ha MOXOpoHaXx odHUepa, cAenaBlLIero AJs
Tpuanckoro Tpona Gesmepno muoro. IlpencrasbTe ceGe,
KaKoM IUOK §1 MepeXKHJ, KOraa MHe JOJIOXHJH, UTO 3TOT
oduuep He yMep H ero TeJo He 3aTepsiHO Ha ORHOM M3
Aanekux W MajogocTynHbix naanet! Oduuep okasascs
)kuBbIM. Bosiee Toro — oH okasajncsi nesepTHpoMm. Mbl
NpPOBepPHJIH, HACKOJbKO [OCTOBEPHO 3TO cooOlUeHHe, H
HawaM nponaewero puiuaps. Celiuac oH HaXoAHTCA cpean
Hac, M s MpeAOCTaBJAAIO eMy mpaBo oThickaTh CBsiTOro
Kanuna nu3 Bayuaa H TaknM o6pa3oM CMbITb € ce6si nosop
nesepTHpcTBa. — [lenHc TPAXHYJ roJIoBoH H CKOCHJ 3ele-
HblH rna3 B ctropoHy Lltopma. ToT BHHMaTesbHO cMOTpe
Ha umnepartopa. Ero BesnuecTBo ckpuBHJ Ty6Hl OT moca-
Abl: 3TO XKe Haflo, HacKoJibKo oH camoyBepeh! CTOHT cpeaun
TOJIMbI, KOTOPasi MOXKeT pa3opBaTh €ro Ha 4acTH 3a npefa-
TeJibcTBO HHTepecoB TpHaackoro Tpona, H AesaeT BHA, YTO
HHYero He NPOHCXOAMT!

HltopM mnocMoTpes B KolaubH rJasa HMMepaTtopa,
B3[JOXHYJ H CTaJl MPoGHPaTbesl CKBO3b TOJMY K MOMOCTY.
OH J1erko MOAHSAJCS MO CTYNeHbKaM, MOKJOHHJCA Ny6/aHKe
M cTaJ cjeBa OT HMMepaTOPCKOro TPOHa.

— Jlean u pxkeHTabMeHb! — TlenmHc TopXecTBeHHO
pacTaruBan csaoBa. — Ilepel BaMH moc/efHHH pHILAPD,
yueneBiuni B ITecuanbix BoiiHax, koMaHaHp MMnepaTopc-
Koit I'Bapaun Ixek LltopMm. — B 3ane nopusics wysm. Kro-
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TO KpHYaJi, KTO-TO — anJIOAHPOBaJ, KTO-TO — H30 BCeX CHJ
Tonan HoramH. IlenHc HeMHOro MoOAoXAaaj, a MOTOM Mpo-
JOJIXKHA cBOIO peus: — B komanmmpe LlTopme mHoro npo-
THBopeunii. M Bce-TakH ol Bceraa mocTymaeT TakK, Kak
cuuTaeT HyXHbIM. Pagd MeHsl OH mepeHec CTONLKO rops
CTOJIKO CTpafilaHHH, uTo apyroro, 6oJee cnaboro oguuepa,
3TO AaBHO cJoMaJo 6ul. Ero xpabpocTb 1 yMeHHe LyMaTh —
GeclieHHHble KauyecTBa, KOTOPbIM HeJb3sl HayuHTbes. Ha-
CKOJIbKO 1 nmoHHuMmalo, [lxxek LITopM — enHHCTBEeHHBIH ye-
JIOBeK, KOTOPbIH cMoxeT oTeickaTb CBsitoro Kaawna, ko-
11e4Ho. ecaH TOT elue HB. K ToMmy >ke oH caM npocua
MeHS .NpefoCTaBHTb €My BO3MOXKHOCTb HCKYMHTb CBOIO
BUHY. — [Tenyuc HemHoro nomosyan. — §1 pewua gaTb emy
Takol wwaHc. — lmnepatop oTowesn oT MHKpooHa H
npuriacus Ha cBoe Mecto Jlxkeka.

Hactynuna ray6okas TuwMHa. [loTom penopTeps,
NJOTHOH CTEHOM ToJAMsIUHecs Y CLeHbl, CTalH 3aAaBaThb
J>keky Bompocsl. LlITopM Gbi1 cnokoeH. B npuHuumne, ox
0XHAaJl OT HMMepaTopa HMEHHO TaKOro Xoja.

— Komangup LlITopM, noyeMy Bbl OCTaBHJH CBOH mnocT?
MoxxeT ObITb, BaM MoMeuwaja TPYcocTb? — HarJoBaThlif
permopTep XKAaJ OTBeTa.

BupeoskpaHbl, pasBelleHHble 10 BCEM CTEHaM, BCMbIX-
Hynu. Jkek o6nu3an nepecoxwne ry6el. danbep nonoiuna
K CaMOMY Kpalo OXpaHsieMOii MJIOLIAAKH H cTaja psAoM C
Mapraper.

— Ilpexxge ueM OTBeTHTb Ha OTAeJbHbIe BOMPOCHI, S
xoTeJs 6bl caenath 3asiBjeHHe. — LlITopM oKHHYJ B3rasgoM
3an. — §1 ocTaBMA HOJMXKHOCTb KOMaHAMpa phiuaped MNpH
nMnepatope Ilenuce TOJNbKO MOTOMY, YTO OblJl yBepeH B
TOM, YTO COIO3 C TpPaKaMH HaHOCHT Bped U [IOMHHHOHY, H
Tpuaackomy Tpony. — Jxex MHHYTy nomoayan. OH yyBs-
CTBOBaJ, KaK Ha Hero CMOTPSAT HMNepaTop W MHHHCTP
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nosanuuu. — K Tomy »ke, i pelunan BbISICHHTb MpHpoAy
Hauiero HcTHHHOro Bpara — at-(hapenon. Hmnepatop Ile-
MHC AyMaeT, uTo s — JY4YlWHH KaHAHAAT AJAs TaKoro nopy-
yeHHs. 5 He yBepeH B TOM, YTO 3TO NPCAMPHSATHE KOHYHT-
csl yaaueii, 110 51 Xouy NnokasaTb ce6sl CONAaTOM, JOCTOHHBIM
pblllapcKoro 3saHus!

Koraa Ilxkex 3amoniuan ¥ oToluesl OT MHKpO(OHa, TOA-
na 3aBosiHoBaJiack. Ilenuc yasi6ancs 3arago4yHoH yabiGKoM:

— Tenepb 51 3Hal0, NOYEeMYy HMEeHHO Te6s 51 BbIGpan A
BbINOJIHEHHS 9TOM paboThl! — cKasaa HMMepaTop Tak THXO,
4TO ero He MOT CJblLIaTh HHKTO, Kpome IlTopMma.

AynutopHio oTtBeT JlKeKa SIBHO He YLOBJETBOPHJI.
Bonpockl H 06BHHEHHSs cbinajgHch cO Bcex cTOpoH. ToToM
K Kpalo momocTa nogoluna MaprapeT H 3ai 3aTHX.

— Hac He ynoBneTBOpsieT Baul OTBET, — CcKa3ana OHa,
H YCH/IHTeJIM pa3HecsH ee cjoBa no Bcemy 3aay. — OGe-
LWaHHSl HMMepaTopa CTOJb XK€ MYCThl H HeuYeCTHbI, KaK H
BCe, UTO KacaeTcsl nosHTHKH Tpuaackoro Tpona. Mimnepa-
TOP He TOJIbKO He )<eJlaeT BHICAYLLATb TO, HTO Mbl AyMaeM,
OH ellle W NMpejnaraet HaM, uToGbl nMouck csitoro Kannna
BO3rJiaBUJA npedamenb, yBepsisi NPH 3TOM, YTO TOJbLKO
npedameab MoXeT Hac cnacTH. Hac He ycTpanBaeT Takoe
pellleHHe BoOMpoca, M Mbl He nojjep>XKHBaeM Bac. ¥ Bac
Gosibllle HET MaHjaTa, C MOMOLIUbIO KOTOPOro Bbl MOXKeTe
HaMH ynpaBasTh, [Tenuc!

OGcTaHoBKa Hakajasinach. J[)Kek MocMoTpes Ha 3al H
HallesJ B HeM CBOHX Apyseil — pbiuaped. OHH MeAJIEHHO
NOAHUMAaNHCh K MOMOCTY_C TPOHOM, 4TO6LI OTAENHTb HMME-
paTopa OT ayAHTOpPHH.

[Tenuc Beras:

— Tpuanckuit TpoH HaxoauTcsi B COCTOSIHHH BOHHHL.
Bbi 3naeTe, Kakolf CTpaluHbIH Bpar yrpoxaeT HaM BceM.
Heckonbko MHCCHOHepCKHX MnoOceJieHHH Ha OTAaJeHHbIX
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nJjaHeTax y»e MocTpajajH OT ycTpallaioliero at-(apesa.
Ecau Mbl 6yaeM CCOPHTbCSt APYT C APYroM, Mbl 1ieé CMOXKEM
no6eaHTb BO BHelilHeH BoiiHe!

— Bbl camu Bbi6panu 3To. — MaprapeT TKHYyJa najib-
ueM B HMnepatopa. — MIMeHHO MO3TOMY Mbl CTOJb eNHHO-
AYWHb B CBOeM OTHOLIEHHH K BaM.

Peixkue Bosochl [lenHca B3METHY/NHCh W B3BHXPHJHCh
Hap rojioBoi. IlenHc nopolues K caMOMy Kpalo CUeHbl M B
ynop mocMmoTpes Ha Mapraper:

— Bbl yrpoxaerte MHe rpaxaaHckoi BoltHoii! Oduue-
pbi! BhiBenHTe M3 3a7a 3Ty XKeHILHHY!

Ultopm mocMoTpen Ha danbep. OHa cTosANa Kak pa3s
panoM ¢ Mapraper. UTo-To KOPOTKOEG H OTPBLIBHCTOE CKa-
3a/ MHHHUCTp moauuuH Banacrep, Ho Lltopm He paccabl-
LIaJ ero cJIoB, OH yBHIeJ, 4To DHbep C 3aTaeHHOIO MyKoH
nocMoTpeJsia Ha BaHgoBepa H MOTOM NoBepHYyJach JHLOM K
ITenucy.

HMnepatop BckpHKHYJsl W nokauHysacs. Toana, cpasy
NouyBCTBOBaB HeJlafHoe, cTaJja KpHyaTb. IlITopM mnoHs,
yto Ero BesnuecTBO MajaeT, U MOCMeWH] Ha MOMOUILb.



FAABA 19

Bce Bokpyr 3aaBHranoch H 3acyerunoch. Llltopm noa-
XBaTHJ1 Ha pPYKH ocsabesiiero Gespoablioro [lenuca, mo-
cMoTpes B ryasa Daubep M KPHUKHYJI:

- Yxonu!

Banactep norteMHes, Kak rposoBasi Tydya, MOTOM
pasBepHY/NCA W MeTHYJCH K BhIXOAy 3a noMmMoctoM. MM-
nepaTtop 6bln1 B GecnaMsaTtcTBe. SIpKO-KpacHble CTPYHKH
BblT@KaJH M3 ero yueil H Hoca. PbllapH BLITOHAJH
YOKepoB W3 3a/a, B ABOPLOBLIX KOPHAOpPax SIBHO 3aBf-
3anachb fpaka. _

Yepes Kakoe-TO BpeMs-B 3aJie MOABHJIHCH TPaKH BO

rinase ¢ komaraupoM Kpoxkom. Tpaku Bce elle 6blIH BOO-
py»KeHb! JIerKHMH Jla3epHbIMH BHHTOBKaMH, XOTSi HX Goe-
BOe CHapsiXKeHHe YyXe 6blJ10 MOOHGHLUHPOBAHO — 3HEpreTH-
YecKHe MepyaTKH M 3JIeKTPONPHBOA, KOTOPHIH wWwesa OT
MepyaToK K roJioBe, feslajii XKYKOB MOXOXHMH Ha KaKHX-
TO CTPaHHBIX MYTaHTOB. '
" -— Ilpocnenure, uTOGbLI 3Ta TEPPHTOPHA KaK cJaenyeT
oxpaHsaacb! — kpukHya Ixek Kpoky u orBepHyscsa. Emy
COBCeM He XOTeJOCb CMOTpeTb, KaK HMIepaTOpCKHe XXYKH
TECHAT K BBIXOAY NaHHKYIOIIHX, HacMepTb MepenyraHHbIX
nioaeH.

ITopM OCTOPOXXHO MOJIOXKHJ HMMepaTopa Ha MOMOCT,
M ToT 3acToHas. Kpok nogoulen K cueHe:
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— Mennku ceftiyac 6yAYT 3aech, HO BO ABOpLE TBOPHT-
cst uepT 3naet uto. Ciofa NpHGLINA UeNast apMHsI YOKEPOB.
Yro cayuunnoch?

— §1 He 3sunawpo. — JXek nomopuwuacsa. ITyabc umnepa-
Topa 6Ll NpepbIBUCTLIM H cnabbiM, HO OH ellle AbILIAJN, H
AbllLiaJ AOBOJILHO-TaKH rayGoko. LLITopm ocnabua 3actex-
KM Ha Ts>KeJIoH napagHod mMaHTHH Ilennca. — Kaxercs, v
Hero 4To-TO BpoAe KOMbl, — ckazan J[kek H TyT Xe
ycabilian 3a cpoel cnuiol rojoc danbep:

— C ToGoi1 Bce B nopsake?

— JHa... — oH mpauHo ycMexuyjcsi. — Krto 6b1 mor
noagymatb, uto MaprapeTt cnocobHa BO3[JIaBHTb PeBOJIO-
umnio?

Aaunbep noxana naeyamu:

— Cxopee Bcero, oHa TOJIbKO NOfalja WM YCJNOBHbIH
cHrHan. ‘

Itopm cHoBa mocMoTpen 1ia MWmnepaTtopa. Ero pyka

cTasa coBceM csaGoit, o Xosoned.

J>kex o6paTHJICT K MHJIOCLY:

— Kpok, raoe xe mMemuxu?

— Bce kopupopbl pa36nokHpoBaHbl, komanaup! — Kpok
npopblya YTo-TO HeuJeHopasfebioe. — MeAHKH NbITAIOT-
csl K HaM npoGUTbesl. A ellle y MeHsl ecTb cOOGLIEHHe, UTO
a’pornopThl H KOCMOAPOMbI 3aHATLI.

— Bce ynuupl ManbTeHa 3anuThl KpoBblo, — 6eccTpa-
CTHBIM roJIOCOM cKa3sana danbep. J)KeK GbICTPO NOBEPHYI-
cfl M MOCMOTpeJl el B Ia3a — HeT, OH He CMOT NPOYHTaTh
B HHX HHYero...

— KTo KOHTpOJHpYeT CHTYalLHIO? — CAPOCHJ OH.

— B HacTofllHIT MOMEHT, MO-BHAHMOMY, HHKTO, —
pasnaJicsl HaR ero yxom roJjoc Bannonepa Banactepa, Tosb-
KO YTO BepHYBLUErocsi H3 CBOHX 0c060 OXpaHfieMbIX MOKO-
es. — Ho B cBfian c TeMm, 4YTO HMmepaTop He MOXeT
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HCMOJIHSTbL CBOH 06s13aHHOCTH, a TpoH TpHaabl HaxogUTCS
B OYeHb TPYAHOM MOJIOXKEHHH, 0OSI3aHHOCTH TJIaBbl rocy-
fapcTBa 6epy Ha cebs s1. — BanacTep ¢ HHTepecoM MOCMOT-
pes Ha J>keka W Daubep. — $ TONBKO YTO MOJMYUHJ
cooblleHHe Ype3BblualiHoil BaXKHOCTH. B Hall BHYTpeHHHH
KOH(JIHKT pelunja BMewartbcsd Tpakuanckas Jlura. OHa
MOTHBHPYET 3TO TeM, YTO Yy HHX, KaK Y HallHX COIO3HHKOB,
HeT Apyroro Bbl60opa, KpoMe KaK BBeleHHe BOEHHOro MoJo-
>kenusi. Koneuto, Bce 3To AesaeTcs Mo NopyyeHHIO HMMe-
patopa Ilenmuca.

— OkkKynauusi, ocBsilleHHass 3aKOHOM... — Npo6opMo-
tan I1ITopa M mocMoTpeJ B rasa yesloBeKy, BO3BblLLAIOLLLe-
Mycsi He noMocte. — Thl, CYKHH CBIH...

— Ixek! — npepocTeperaioie ckasaja daubep.

LiITopm o6epHyncst ¥ yBHAen HacTopoxeHHoro Kpoka
C Jla3epHOH pyKaBHUeH, HamnpaBJeHHOH NpsSIMO Ha Hero.
JKeK ynbiGHYJICS, MOCMOTpPEJ Ha HMMepaTopa, NoTOM — Ha
JIOXMaToOro MHJIOCLUA H CKa3saJ:

— He Gecnokoiicsi, ecau ceiyac ciofa He TNpPHAYT
BpauH, ¢ Moel nomollpio HJH Ge3 Hee, a IlenHc Bce paBHO
OTNPaBHTCA Ha TOT CBeT.

Musnocel, KHBHYJI, NMOBepHYJcsi M Bbillen. ¥ aBepei
3aja s ayoueHUMH Me[BeAsi OCBETHJ SIPKHH BCIJeCK
OorHsi — 3To GblIO MoxoxXe Ha yaap Moanuu.Kpok B3gpor-
HYJ, TIOMEN/IHJ MHHYTY, a TOTOM peLIHTEeJbHO Molles B
KopHuop. Bo Bcex riomellleHHsIX IBOpllAa KHMesa CXBaTKa.

MHHYT uYepe3 MATHaAUaTh MHJOCEl, BepHYJCH C KO-
MaHmo# MegHKoB. JlXKeK OMyCTHJI Ha MOJ NMOXOJIOAEBLIYIO
pyky Ilenuca u oToles B CTOPOHY — ceifyac UMnepaTopy
MOIJIH MOMOYb TOJIbKO BpauH.

* % *
Dnubep cToAMa B TOCMHTAaNBbHOM OTCeKe ABOPLA M
HepBHO MocMaTpHBaJjia Bo Bce cTOpoHHl. CBeT/I0-KOpHUHe-
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Bbli CBHTep OTTeHAJ TNYGHHY ee KapHxX raas. Jta le-
pBHasi, MOYTH 3BepHilas TpeBora, HamnoJIHSBWIAasA Bce ee
CYLIECTBO, JIMWIHHH pa3 NnoauYepKHBaja NMPHPOLHYIO KelcC-
KYylO rpauHio H KpacoTy AeBYWKH. DanHbep cKocHna Ha
J>)keKa LIOKONanHO-KOPHYHEBBIH I1a3 ¢ 30JI0THCTLIMH Kpa-
MHHKAaMH 110 KpasiM H HepBHO, MOYTH YTO pe3Ko cKasaja:

— Ecan-6bl Thl GBI TaKHM MYXX4HHOH, KaKoro s 3liasa
KOra-To, 3TOro He CJYYHJOChb Gbl.

— §1 He Mory oTBeuaTb 3a CCpHEYHO-COCYAHCTYIO CHC-
TeMy HMMepaTopa, — CMOKOHHO oTBeTHJ LlTopMm.

— KoneuHo, HeT! — Danbep nocMoTpena Ha Jxeka c
SIBHBIM YYBCTBOM TNpeBocxoAcTBa. HaBepHoe, oHa Oblsa
npaBa ¥ UMeJsia MPaBO H Ha 3JI0CTb, H Ha Npe3peHHe — Belb
JI>KeK He cMor NoMoyb ed TOrAa, Koraa oHa TakK Hy»XaaJjach
B ero NMoMolly, a KpoMe TOro, OH He CMOT COXPaHHThb CBOIO
TallHy W packpbiics Bannosepy Banacrtepy. Ilpaspa, mu-
HUCTP HMKaK He MOKasaJ €My, UTO UTO-TO MOHSAJ, — HMMe-
paTop nocJie onepaluH onpaBHJCH, KPOBOTeYeHHe NpeKpa-
THJIOCh H Yrpo3a JIeTaJbHOro HCXOAa OTOABHHYJACh, TakK
4TO, HECMOTPSl Ha NoJinylo GecriomoluHocTh Ilenuca, HHT-
PHrH MHHHCTpA GblIH 3aTpyAHeHbl. K ToMy e Ha naaneTe
nojbiXajlo BocCTaHHe, W peajlbHas BJAcTb Morja B JIOGYIO
MHHYTY YCKOMIb3HYTb He TOJIbKO OT MMMepaTopa TpHaacko-
ro TpoHa, HO ¥ OT ero MHHHcTpa. Tak YTO BpeMeHH Ha
lliTtopma ¥ Dnubep y BanmoBepa monpocTy He 6blio.

J>xek mocMoTpes Ha O6GCHAHAHOBbIE CTeHbl GOJbHHY-
Horo 6J10Ka ¥ MOMOPLUHJCS — 3a NocJefHee BpeMs rochH-
Ta/lbHas o6cTaHOBKA eMy H3pALHO Hafoesa. OH oToluen oT
noJsibixaiolleit HerogoBaHHeM Dnanbep — nycTb HeMHOro
ycnokoutea! — W noayMai, 4To A0JXKeH NoGLIBaTh elle rie-
T0. BoT TOsILKO Bompoc — rae?

He uMes mocTyna B KOCMOMOPT, C NJaHeThl He/b3s
6bls10 BoleTeTh. HaBepHoe, HMeHHO Mo3ToMy GoJiblie Bce-
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ro KpoBH MpPOJIHBaJOChL Ha TCPPHTOPHH MaNbTCHCKHX KOC-
MonopToB. MiMnepaTopckie Boficka cpaXkasich ¢ MOBCTaH-
uamu. BociiHast pa3Beaka goHocHAa, 4To PpakuUHH yOKepoB
He JNagAaT MeXAy co6oif, a 3HauHT, BO3MOXXHOCTb HaHTH
Cesitoro Kanmna 6yaeT UeJHKOM 3aBHCeTb OT TOro, KTo
3aXBaTHT KOocMoApoMbl. Buaumo, Tpakil noHHManH 3TO lie
xyxxe Illtopma. ITo nmocsieanuM AaHHbLIM, HX CHJbI KOH-
UeHTPHPOBA/IHCL B lianpaBJjeliHd KOCMHYECKHX BOK3aJ/10B H
— GoJiece TOro — >KYKH 3axBaTbiBajiH Bce GoJibluie H GoJblue
o6bekToB. K cyacTblio, riiaBHbIH KOCMOMOPT CTOJHUbI Gbll
060pynOBaH KaK KPenocTb — ero TexnHyeckoe OcHalleHHe
NO3BOJIAJIO OTPaXKaTh Ha3eMHYIO arpecCHIO H arpeccHio u3
KocMmoca.

Ecau Cesitoit Kanun 1o cHx -mop 6blT XHB, ero Bpems
6blyI0 yxKe Ha Hcxofe. LTopMm moskeH 6bl1 cnewHTh H He
MOT NO3BOJIMTb ce6e BBA3bIBAaTLCA B AIHTEALHYIO rpaXkaaH-
CKYIo BOMHY. EMy HY>XHO OblJI0O He MPOCTO MOKHHYTb MJa-
HeTy — a MOKHHYTb ec KaK MOXXHo GhicTpee. OH MOHHMaJ
3TO BCeM CBOHM cyluecTBoM. Ha KapTy Gbisio nocTaBsieHo
MHoroe. IlenHc u Banacrep urpajsun B KaKHe-TO HIpHI,
OKOHYaTeJbHOro cMmbicjia Kotopbix Jkek He MOHHMaJ, HO
OH MOHHMMaJl Apyroe — 3TO MeJjlKOe CaMOJI06HBOE MOJIHTH-
KaHCTBO PacKoJieT YeJsloBeYeCTBO Ha BpaXAYIOLIHe Jiareps
H oTKpoeT Muph TpHaackoro TpoHa ans 3aBoeBaHHA aT-
¢dapesam H TpakaM. A Toraa HHKOMY H3 JI0AeH He yaacTcst
BBIXKHTb.

To, uto paHbuie lIITopM BOCHPHHMMaN KaK JIHYHBIH
HpaBCTBEHHBIN MOMCK, KaK AaHb ApYxX6e u JM106BH, cefuac
npxoGpesio orpomHble MacluTabbl H CTaio C Y A b 6 0 10
M H p a. J)kek He 3HaJs, MOXeT JIH OH B3ATb Ha ce6sl TaKylo
OrpoOMHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, HO, KaXXeTcs, y Hero He 6blJ10
Apyroro Bblxoja.
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JBepb B nanaTy MMMepaTopa OTKphLIJach, H B KOPHAOP
MelHUHHCKoro Gnoka Bhilla MeacecTpa. Ona BonpocH-
TeIbHO nocMoTpeaa Ha Jlxeka:

— Bot — xomanaup WlTopm?

OH kuBny.M:

- Hal...

— Xopoio — cecTpa OTKpblJa ABepb LIHpe, Kak Gbl
npuraawas J»xeka BoHTH. — MmnepaTtop npuiien B ce6s.
Iloka oM eule He coBceM ajeKBaTeH, TaK YTO Ha MHoOrue
ero BbICKa3bIBaHHSI He CTOMT 06paliaTh BHHMaHHs, HMeHTe
9TO B BHAY, Koraa Oyaete pasroBapHBaTb ¢ Ero Beusn-
yectBoM. OH Tpe6yeT Bac K ceGe. — MeacecTpa MHHYTY
nomosyana. — MmeiiTe B BUAY, YTO HMMepaTop oueHb cJ1ab
H cro He cjelyeT BOJIHOBaTh.

dunbep paccaabunach W THXO mpoGopMorTana:

— TnaBHOe, UTO OH »HMB... — M XOTeJa NOHTH B
nanaty sMecTe c Jl>kekoM, HO MeJicecTpa nperpaguaa en
nopory:

— HsBHHHTe, HO Bac Mbl AYCTHM B Hpyroi pas, a
ceiiyac MOXKHO NPOHTH TOJNbKO KoMaHaupy. [Tenuc canu-
KOM caiab 4Jjst Toro, 4ToGbl MPHHHMATh MoceTHTeseH.

Sanbep NMOMOPLIKHJIACh U OTOLLIA B CTOPOHY.

HmnepaTop Buirasgen nnoxo. Manenbkui, 6ecnomoun-
NbIH KOMOYeK MJIOTH HHKaK He HaloMHHaJj TOTrO YesOBeKa,
OT B3Maxa pPYKH KOTOPOro ellle HelaBHO 3aBHCEJH CYAbOH -
mHpoB. CeTb MpoBOLOB H TPYGOK, COeNHHSIOWHX GOJBbHON
OpraHH3M C MeAHUHMHCKOH annapaTypol, NoKpbiBaja Xy-
IeHbKoe Teno. OrHeHHO-PBLIXXHC BOMOCH YHLUILIMH MpSiis-
MH BHCEJIH BOKPYr rOJIOBBl — B HHX YyXe He OblJio TOro
3a)KHraTeJIbHOro 3JieKTpPHYeCTBa, KOTOpOe MO3BOJSJIO HM
palblie MOJALIXaTh HaJ HMMepaTOpcKHM yesom. Ml — 6osee
TOro — nepBbii pa3 B XKHM3HH JXKek yBupes, uTO B aJioH
rosoBe [lenuca MHoro ceauHbl. YTo-To npoH3ouno H ¢
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JIHUOM HMMIMepaTopa — ero JieBas CTOPOHa Obljia BHITAHYTA
H cTpaHHO, 60Jle3HEHHO HCKpHBJIEHa.

JI>keK HaKJOHMJCS W MocMoTpeJ B 3eJsieHble rna3 Ero
Besanuecrsa.

— IlTopm... — npousHec ITenuc c aBHbIM ycHaueM. Ero
A3LIK He cJayllajicsl ero, a ry6el pacrnosisaiuch B Gec-
nomoutHo# yani6ke. — HI-T-0-p-M... — elle pas ¢ ycHaHeM
MOBTOPHJ HMIepaTop.

— Ha, na, ato a! — I)KeK HaKJOHHJCH elle HHXKeE.

= Y-T-0... 4-TO NPO-HC-XO-AUT? — KaXHoe CJOBO HM-
nepaTtopa GblJIO AJHHHBLIM, PacTAHYTHIM, OH He FOBOPHJ, a
noc/IelHUM YCHJMeM BOJIH BbiAaBAHBas H3 cefs 3BYyKH. —
O-HH M-He He c-C-C-KaXyT.

JI>KeK NoJIoXKHJ pyKy Ha mJeyo [lennca, nbiTasgch XoThb
KaK-TO YCNOKOHTb ero.

— Ha nnaHeTy nmpHOBIIH TPaKH.

HMnepaTtop 3akphii rnasa. Iloxoxe, To, uto ckasan
IlITopM, He 6LIIO AJs1 HETO HOBOCTbIO, XOTH 3TO H3BECTHE
H He panoBaJio Ero BesnuectBo. ITennc cobpancs ¢ chaa-
MH, OTKpLUI TJla3a H onsaTh nocMmotpesa Ha Jlkeka:

— He 3a6mniBait, llltopMm, kTo Tbhi Takoil. Ilpumu y
Kpoka KomaugoBanMe HMMepaTopcKHMH phiuapamu. Cpa-
)Kaiicsi Tak, 4TOGbl BCe Mbl CMOIJIH BbIOpaTbCsi OTCIOAA.
IMo6ean TpakoB M Hahau MHe Cssatoro Kanuua.

JDKeKk yJblGHyJCSs:

— 3To npukas?

— Ha... — ele 3aMeTHO KHBHYJ rOJIOBOH MMIepaTop

JIXXeK BLITSAHYJICS MO CTOHKe «CMHPHO»:

— §1 He craHy yBepsiThb Bac B cBoeit BepHOCTH, Bauie
BennyecTBo, H TOpXXecTBeHHBIX ofelllaHHH HaBaTh ToXe
He 6yay. f naitay Ceatoro KannHa, a noToM Mbl C BaMH
o6cynmM Bompoc, KOMYy cJielyeT CcHAeTb Ha TpHamcKom
TpoHe.
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Tnasa [lenuca Ha MHHYTY pacLIHPH/INCBL, OH YCTaJjlo
KHBHYJ M M3[aJ YTO-TO, YTO AO/KHO Oblo 6Ll Ha3biBaTLCH
CMEXOM:

— Yro-TO Taxkoe s W npeanosaral...

— Ha, Bbl He MOraH npeanoJjiaraTh HHYero Apyroro. —
Jxek B3moxHya. — M nmoTtoM — npHkasbiBaTb MHC BECTH
BOMHY C TpakaMu — 3TO HaauwHe. — Iltopm KHBHYA
[lenucy K Bbiled.

dnubep B xopuaope He 6buto. Buaumo, ona Tak u e
noxkpanacb, koraa J>kek Bouiger ort [lenuca. Jsopeu H
npuJeraouHe K HeMy TEPPHTOPHH yxKe Oblin ocBoGoXe-
Hbl OT BOCCTaBLIMX, 3BYKH 60 Termepb HAOHOCHJHCb H3
NpHJeraloluX K ABOPLOBOMY KoMmuekcy yauu. Ho nopsa-
Ka B pO30BO-MpaMOpHbIX BjaaeHHsx Ilenuca Bce ele He
6blJI0 — pa3buTbie CTaTYH, BhIOHTHIE cTekJa, cjelbl B3pPbl-
BOB M YeJioBeyecKasi KPOBb CBH/JETE/NbCTBOBAJIH O TOJbKO
YTO KWNeBlUeM TYT CpPaKeHHH.

Wtopm nocnewnn x Gapakam — TaM ero JaBHO YXXe
xpan Poyauns. IIXKeK KHBHYJ:

— Kanuran, 51 ToabKo uto 6un1 y uMnepatopa [Tenuca.
Tak BOT, OH peaGHIUTHPOBAJ MeHsl H OTHAaJ COOTBETCTBY-
jolHe pacrnopsKeHHs. Tak UTo BHINOJHEHHIO HaLIero 3aja-
1S HHUTO He JOJ/DKHO MpensiTCTBOBATh.

Mouono#t Geslokyphblit oulep OTAaN HecThb:

— f xAay BawMxX ykasaHu#, cap!

* k%

Banposepa Banactepa SauGep Hawia B MalleHbKOH
3aceKpeyeHHOH KOMHaTKe BOEHHOr0 KOMaHHOBaHHS, CpeiH
6ecunc/ieHHbIX KOMNbIOTEPOB H CPEACTB AajibHel H GaHXK-
Hel cBasH. Ona oTKHHysna co J6Ga BOJOCH M pelUHJa
NoAoXAaTh, KOrAa MHHHCTP MOJHUHH O6pPaTHT Ha Hee
BHuMaHue. OHa oueHb HepBHHYana. B ropse 6blo cyxo,
cJIoBa 3aCTPeBaJH Y Hee BO PTY M He XOTeJIH BbiNapXHBaThb
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Hapyxy. BaugoBep He obpallan Ha Hee HHKaKoOro BHHMa-
nusi. daubep Kawdsinysaa H o6paTHaach K BOGHHOMY MHHH-
cTpy:

— §1 noBTOpsIO: Bbl MOXeTe NOTpe6oBaTh OT MeHs
BCCro, Yero 3aXOTHTe, HO He OTMpaBJsiiTe MeHs B MyTelle-
cTBHe BMmecTe ¢ Jlxxekom.

Banacrep 3axoxoran. OH x0xoTan A0/ro, H3eBaTeNbCKH
JIONIr0, U CMBIC/ ero cMexa GecKoHeyHO YHH)Kan danbep.
Bapyr MHHHCTP XOJNOAHO YJBIGHYJNCST M CBepKHYJ CBOHM
YepHLIM TJ1a30M:

— TMocaywaiite, dnnbep, HaCKOJbKO s MOHHMAlO, Bbl
310poBO HenooleHHBaeTe cebsi. Bbl JOJXKHB caenaTbh AJS
MeHS elle oueHb MHoroe. Bbl 3HaeTe, MHe HYXeH )KHMBO
topm, a snydwe Bac Mo3aGOTHTLCS O ero 6e30MacHOCTH
He CMOXeT HHKTO. Tak uTo — HAHTe M TroOTOBbTeCh K
nyTeluecTBHIO!

daunbep xoTesa BHIHTH, HO BanmoBep cxBaTHa ee 3a
PYKY H TNpPHTAHYJA K cebe:

— A elue BaM cJeayeT XOpOLIeHbKO 3aMOMHHTD, YTO §i
caM peljalo, YTO MHe JeJlaTh, H HC HYXJalOCh HH. B YbHX
coBeTax.



FAABA 20

= DTO W ecTb Te BO3MOXHOCTH, KOTOPbIMH Mbl pacrno-
naraem. — llTopm 3akoHuHa peub. B kasapme Gbl1o THXO.
Ixkek BbiTep moT co a6a. Ha ManbTene Gbio oueHb
)KapKo, W KOHAHLUHOHEPHI, paGoTalollie BMOJCHAbI H3-3a
pa3pylUeHuii, NpHHeCEHHBIX YOKEPaMH, He Jesajii BO3AyX
npoxsnaauee. KoHeyHo, B LeHTpa/bblHX 3a/ax ABOpLA CTO-
an npHOGopbl, obGecneuyHBalioliie BJaJeHHS HMMepaTopa
3JIeKTPHYECTBOM W BCCM HeoGXOLMMBIM, HO K COJIATCKHM
Ka3apMaM 3TO He oTHOcHJocb. 2Kapa AoHHMana H ApYrHX.
Jlaccaneit noBepHyJ/cCsl K esle CJABIIIHO LIYMSALLEMY KOHAH-
uxoHepy, ycMexHyJcsi ¥ npoGopmoTa:

— Moryuas TexHHka! A Hesb3sl M OTKPHITb ABepPbL Ha
yJauLy, KOMaHaup? _

— Tloka pano, cepxant! — ltopMm B3goxHya. OT
Xapbl, HJAH OT HanpsKGHHLIX HEPBOB, HO ero roJjoBa
OnATb He caywanach ero. Peudaus nocie onepauuu... A
Bellb CeMyac eMy KaK HMKOrfa HyXeH Obll GLICTPHIH M
XonoAHbH yM! — MTaK... — oH mocMoTpes Ha MPHTHXLWIHX
puinapeit. — Hageloch, 4To 3T0 NOHMMAIOT BCce, — BO3Bpa-
Ta Hasaj He GyAeT, ec/lH onepalHs, KOTOPYIO Mbi 3anJa-
HMPOBAJH, 3aKOHYHTCA HeypadeH. — OH XoTen pnoba-
BHTb, YTO MOXeT CJAYYHTbCSl TaK, 4YTO H BO3BpALATLCA
HM OylleT HeKyfla — Befb €CJIH TPaKH CJIOMAT OCTaBLUMX-
cs philapel, yepes kKakoe-To Bpemsi ManbTeH mpeBpa-

~
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THTCS1 B 1lecok. K TOoMy e Te paspyuienusi, KOTophie
KaXAbli felib NPHHOCHJO BOCCTaHHe, BOT-BOT AOJXHBI
6LIIM HapylUUTb paGoTy 3alUHTHLIX 3KPaHOB M CAeNaTh
yejioBeyeckHe MHpbl a6COJNIIOTHO OTKPBITBIMH ANA aT-
¢dapenos.

— A uto c [Tenucom? — cnpocua Poyauns, H ero sipko-
CHIIHE r/Ja3a KaK-TO CTPaHHO CBEPKHYJH.

— Emy Hemnoro snyyuwe. — Utopm B3noxHysa. — H Bce
e — HMnepaTop odelb ca6. Ceiyac BMecTO Hero BceMH
IeslaMH Ha NJaHeTe pacnopsikaetcsi Banacrtep, Tak uTo
BbIBOAbI M MOJHTHUECKHE NMPOrHO3bl cAesaTh HeTPYAHO.

Jlaccageit mpHC/OHHJCA K CTeHe:

— Xopoiuo, cap, Mbl 6yAeM AeHCTBOBaTb, KaK AOroBo-
PHJIHCD.

— UYero 6bl HaM 3TO HH CTOHWJO, — CTPOro A0GaBHJ
Poyauns.

Jxek Kawasiiyn. EMy coBceM He XoTesocb, 4YTOObI
ONHH yOKep pbll fIMy APYIrOMY YOKepy, HO APYrHM Croco-
60M ronacTb B KOCMOMOPT 6bL10 Hesb3sl. TaM naBHO yxe
o6ocHOBaslacb BOeHHas (pakuHs MHCCHOHepOB, TaK 4TO,
HHKTO, KpoMe GbIBLIHX NnoadrHeHHbIX Cesitoro Kanuna Hu
yneTeTb ¢ NJaHEThl, HH NMpHJAeTeTb Ha Hee He Mor. Co6-
cTBeHHO, LlITopMy He Hy>XXHO GblIJIO HHYbHX pa3pelieHHH H
CHHCXOX(IeHHH, [la M Ha YChnelwHbH XOA MNeperosopos,
Jlaxke ecJiM MX GyneT BeCTH MpeicTaBHTesb APYroil yokep-
CKOM (ppaKUHH, OH He PacCYHTHIBAJ — OH PacCYHTHIBaJ Ha
CcOGCTBEHHYIO CHJYy H Xpa6pocTh, a elle — Ha Xopoiuee
NPHKPBITHE CO CTOPObLI TOBAapHLIEH.

Jlaccagell B3JOXHYJ, Ha)aJ KHOMKY H OTKPLII ABEpb.
B ayuHoit koMHaTe cTaso HeMHoro npoxsaagHee. Ha nopo-
re 3amasuuia orpoMHas ¢urypa Kpoka. Measeap ropbko
ycMexascs:
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— A MeHs, HacKOJBKO sI MOHHMAlO, OTCTPaHHJAH OT
coBewwanun? A 3psa! Ecan nam ypactes oTbickaTh Cpatoro
Kannna, ato nosausieT Ha cyab6Gbl BceX, HaXOAAWMXCS B
3ToM nometueHHu! BoT 51, MusIOCEL, COCTONILUKI Ha cayx6e
Yy TpaKkoB, HaxoXycb 3aech Bpoae Obl MO NpHKa3aHHIO
CBOMX XO35ieB, HO 3TO COBCEeM He TaK. Y Mellst ecTh CBOsl
BOJIS, M KOrfa TNpHKa3allHsl TPaKOB COBMAjaloT C MOHMH
COGCTBCHHBIMH XKeJIaHHAIMH, 51 HX Bbinoausio. — Kpok Top-
KECTBEHHO BBLIMPAMHUJCST M KaKMM-TO CTpPaHHBIM, Tauli-
CTBCHHBIM rOJIOCOM cKa3aa: — A Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To Ha Mu-
Jloce CTaJlo ropa3fio MeHbllle necka?

— Yro?... — oT HeoxHAaHHOCTH Juuo llTopMa BuITS-
HYJIOCh.

Munocen YKJIOHHJCSt OT NPSMOro OTBeTa:

— §1 He cTany noBTopaTbcA. Caywaite MeHst BHHMa-
TesNbHee, MoH apyr!

— Bul ckasanu, uto Ha Musoce cTajio MeHblle TpaKH-
aHckoro necka? —-llitopm BonpocuTesnbHO MocMOTpes Ha
Kpoka.

— Jla, — xuBHYaQ MuJjoceu. — Mosi poaHHa — 3TO
C/IMIIKOM KpenkH# opelleK AJISI TOro, 4ToGbl ee NoGeAHTDb.
Tak npoHCXOAHT H cO MHO# — 51 TOXKe OKa3aJsCfl VISt XKYKOB
KpPenKHM OpellKOM.

Jxkek 06GJOKOTHJICS O CHHHKY Kpec/lla H BHHMaTeJb-
HO nocMoTpes Ha Muyocua. On 3Hax, uto Kpok — onHH
M3 NKHAepOB HeGOoMbLUIOH OGLIMHL PasyMHBIX MHJIOCCKHX
Me[Befiel, KOTOPHIM YNaJOCh BHXHTb MocJe 3aBoeBaHHs
HX POAHOM NnuaHeThl TpakamHu. OH AaBHO yXe cJablwald o
ToM, yTo y Kpoxa ecTb B3pocJ/bie CHHOBbSI H JOYepH H
AaBHHe, NeCATHJIETHAMH, JieseeMble MeuThl. Tenepb Meu-
Thl MHJIOCLia CTAaHOBHJIHCb peasibHOCTbIO. Belb ecaH Ha
MHunoce necka HefoOCTaHeT JJ/ISl TOrO, YTOGHI. BLIBOAHTH B
HeM. IHYHHKH, TpakaM NpHAeTCA YHTH C NiaHeTbl. A
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CCaW XKYKH MOKHHYT MHuJjoc, Tyaa MoxHo 6yaeT nocaaTh
rpynmnel crieuHasHcToB No 3emaco6pa3oBanHIo, H yepes
Kakoe-To, MyCTb H O4YeHL GosibLioe BpeMsi, H3ypomoBaH-
HBIl MHP CTaHeT >XHBbIM M 310poBbiM. KoHeuno, Kpoky
JI0 5TOr0 AHS AOXHTb He YHAacTcs, HO ero AeTH H BHYKH
CMOTYT YBHAETb BO3pOXAeHHe POAHONH nuaHeThl coG6-
cTBeHHbIMH raasamu. Kasanocb 6bl, oduuep TpakuaHc-
Koit JIuru, no6eKaeHHbIH H JHLIEHHLIA CBOCH POAHHLI, H
HajesiTbCSl He MOr Ha TO, YTO- KOTAa-TO HAaCTYMHT TakoH
nenb. Ho Kpox BbIXXHA M poXnasncs nepBbiX OGHaKeXKH-
BalowHx Bectel. M Bce-Taku 3Ta HOBOCTb MOATBepIKAANA
BHYTpeHHee ollylueHHe J)KeKa, 4TO MHJIOCCKOMY Me/aBe-
AeAI0 He CTOHT [OBepfiTb MOJHOCTbIO — CJHIIKOM YX
cneuudHyeckHe UeNH npecjefoBas TOT.

— Mur onasaeiBaenm, poporoit xek! — Kpok Bctan co
ctyna. — T'OTOBHTCS MacCHpoBaHHas aTaka. BoccraBuine
Tpe6yloT BbimauH Ilenuca.

Jxek BCTad, B3AJ CO CTOJA NaKeT, KOTOPEIH OH NpH-
roTOBHJI ANsl MoJieTa B KocMoc Ha noHckH Caartoro Kaanna,
H KHBHYJI:

— Hackonbko s noHMMalo, HaM Hamo nosyylie BOOpY-
xHTbest. M euwle — ceilyac’ caMoe noaxogsiuee BpeMs Afsi
TOro, YTOObI OKOHYATeJIbHO PELUHTb, KTO Halll HCTHHHBIH Bpar.

Kpok H3nan KakHe-To HeusleHOpa3Ze/ibHble 3BYKH — OH
He .TO 3acMesiiicsi, He To 3aBopuaj. OH Bblllen M3 aBepeit
H nouwes mo acganbTOBOH HOPOXKe C TaKoH CKOPOCTLIO,
KOTopasi HHKaK.-He COOTBETCTBOBa/a ero OrpOMHOMY POCTY.
Y TyM6bl ¢ 06BSIBJIEHHSAMH O pacropsifike AHS B PLILLAPCKHX
KazapMax cTosiio ABa Tpaka. J)Kek OrasiHyJCsi, HHKOTro
Gosblte BOKPYr He 6bu1o. Toraa oH HaHec yaap oqHOMY H3
xykoB, a Kpok cnpaBujics co BTOpPBIM.

—"DTO HeCyacTHble CJy4aH, CB3aHHble C BOCCTaHMH-
eM, — MelBeAb yCMexHyJacs H nocMotpen Ha Llltopma.
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— Ja, KoHeuHo. — YJBIGHYJCST TOT M OTMHXHYJ OT cebs
MepTBOro Xyka Horo#. — CKo/IbKO TPakoB y Hac B Gapakax?

Kpox npukunya:

— Tne-To OKOJIO COTHH... A MoOry s Bac MOMPOCHTb,
KOMaHAMp, YTOGL Bbl BHICTABHJIM HX B aBaHrapAe 3alHTbl?
YoKkepbl ¢ MHHYTH Ha MHHYTYy 6yayT y cTen asopual

— Hensoxaa Mbicab. Tak W mefcTByiiTe, — KHBHYJ
JkeK. — Mbl BO3bMeM MacTepCKHe, BHICTaBHM OXpaHy, a
noToM BepHemcsi K Apopuy. A Tam -6yfeT BHAHO...

* * ok

Onubep ynaxoBbiBana Beld. PyKH "apoxKanu M He
XOoTeNu penaTh Aaxe caMylo npocTyio paboty. Kak ei
KHTb Janblie? B odepeaHoit pas eil ynajoch ycKONb3HYTh
ot Baunosepa Banacrepa, HO, yCKOJIb3HYB OT Hero camoro,
OHa HHKaK He MOTJIa YCKONb3HYTb OT ero PSI3HbIX MLIC/eit.
OHy' noceNMMCh B ee MO3TY H paspoc/HCh 10 HeHMOBep-
HBIX pPasMepoB — uepHble, XXHpHble, 3JI06HbIe, MbicaH Ba-
JlacTepa AYIWHJH ee cOGCTBeHHbIe I0pPKHE H CBeT/ble Mblc-
au. Uutepecno, Kak 3To Bangosep Mor focTHraTh Takoro
s(ekta?

Anubep BagporuyJa, ceja B Kpecso H 3aKpblja JHLUO
pykamu. Eit nyxno 6b10 paccnabHTbCA W TOMbITAaThCSA
npusecTH ce6s B nopsinok. Ona caenana ray6okHit BAOX
M Hayaja MeJHTHPOBaThb: «HUHCTHIH BO3AYX, uMcTHE Jer-
KHe, YHCTble MbicaH... YHCTHIN BO3AYX, UHCTHIE JIETKHE,
yhcThle MEIC/H...» Ha 3ToT pas npocToe ynpaskHeHHe
LJISt CHSITHS Hamnpsi)keHHs He momorajo. BanpoBep Baxa-
cTep... OH 0673aTeJbHO 3aCTaBHT ee y6uTb JKeka
HItopMa. ¥k B 3ToM-TO DHbep HU KaneJbKH He COMHe-
Banack. Ho BoT Korga oH 3acTaBHT ee 3T0 cfenaTs? Y
TOTOM, @ CMOXET JIH OHa NMPOTHBOCTOSATL 3TOMY IpsI3HO-
My uynosuily? Beab oHa, cKopee Bcero, faxe He ycJbl-
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WHT cnoB, KoTopbie BannoBep 6yneT uepes ThICAYH MHJb
wenTaTh ef Ha yXo, TaK Kak Xe OHa ctaHeT GOpoTbCsl
C ero Komanjgamu?

OHa BeiTepsia cie3bl. OHM HHYeM ell He momoryT. U
MOTOM — B JaHHOM CHTYyalMH jaxke clie3bl — HEMO3BOJH-
TesbHasi pockowb. OHa Beib XOTesa CTaThb CHJBHOIO H
OMacHOM, W BOT, MOXKaJyHcTa, OHa MOJYYHJa Ha3ajA CBOWH
nAap. TosbKO HEMOHSTHO, KaK OHa Tenepb 6yAeT CMOTpPeThb
B rnasa >xeky? CKopee Bcero, oH yXe He CMOXKeT MoJio-
61TbL ee, KaK Mpexine...

danb6ep cxana Kyaak. Ha xynom sanscTbe BHICTYNH-
JH CHileBaThbie CYXOXHJ/HS. Dan6ep BHHMaTesJbHO TNoO-
cMoTpesia Ha HHX. Ha ToM MecTe, rae ocranblibie XHTe-
a1 ManbTeHa HOCHJAM MHKpPOYHIN, y Hee He GblJIO JaXKe
ciaena ot wpama. HocHTh KoMnbloTepHbIH HAeHTHOHKa-
Top? YBoabTe! OHa gmosmkHa Gblia GbiTb CBOGOAHOW H
6oposiach 3a cBolo cBo6ony. DaHGep MoAHAMA Kyjaak Hal
roJioBoii. L

Hrak, nepBoe, 4TO OHa AOJKHaA 6blyla CAeNATh, TAK 3TO
no3aGoTHTbCst O TOM, uToGbl XH3nu LllTopMa nHuero He
yrpoxarno.

[TpoH3UTeNbHLIM 3BYK CHpeHbl MpepBaj ec HeBecedblie
MbIC/IH. B aHHaMHKax rypejo:

— O6uwas Tpesora! IToBTopsiem: o6iuas TpeBora! Hac
arakyioT!

OauGep uepTHIXHYy/Jach, CXBaTHJA CBOM YeMOAaH H
BhIGeXKasa Ha YJHLY. ‘

[ToBcTaHLBl MpOpBanHCh K ABOPLY AO TOFO, KaK pbi-
LlapH ycrneJH OpraHH3oBaTb JNHHHIO 0GopoHbl. B cBoeMm
HOBOM 6poHekocTioMe IlITopMm yyBcTBOBaN ce6sl mpeBoC-
XOAHO — OH GBI XOpOLIMUM COJNAAaTOM H YMeJ LEHHTb
LOCTOHHCTBA JOCTAaBUIEroCs €My OpYXHs. A opyxue
66110 YyTO Hamo. ManeHbKHH TaHK, CMOCOOGHLIH Bhigep-
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’)KaTb Ha CBOMX MJe4yax NoGpYIo MOJNIOBHHY BCeJeHHOH...
Puiuapp loMHHHOHA, MOAHHMAaH JlazepHYIO NepyaTKy H
UAH B GoM, a ecsiu TeGe HYXKHO OpyXKHe momoliHee, TaK
rpy3H 1a nJieyo Ja3epHYl0 MYLIKY W Many no KocMHuec-
KHM KopabasiM...

M Bce-TakM Ha BparoB; KOTOpble COBCEM He OblIH
0Jisi Hero BparaMH, OH CMOTpeJ C TaKHM 3amMelulaTelib-
CTBOM B mnepBblH pa3 B XH3HH. OH coBceM He XoTeJ
BHAETb MEPTBBIMH 3THX OTYassBUIHXCA H, B o6LIeM-TO, BO
MHOroM mnpaBbiX aiogei. OH coBceM He XOTeJs NycKaTb B
HHX JlasepHble JYYH H TMOTOM CMOTpPeTb, KaK FOPHT H
pacchbimaeTcsi Ha MeJIKHe YToJibKH HX TJIOTb. YoKephl
6oposuch 3a TO Ke, 3a uUTo 6oposcs M JIXKek, a pa3HHua
3aKJa0yanach B TOM, UTO OH M MOBCTAaHUbl MonaJjHuch B
pa3Hble JIOBYLIKH... JIOBYLUKH, paccTaBjleHHble HWMMepa-
TopoM [lenucom. ’

Kpok Bo3BbllIancsi Hag nyabToM cBA3H. CBOHM pe-
BYWHM MeBeXbHM I0JJOCOM OH OTAaBaJ OblCTphle MpH-
Kasbl:

— Hrak, HHKakoro caMoBosiHs! MBI BEIMOJIHSIEM CTPOro
o6opoHHTeNbHYIO 3amauy! Mbl He MOXeM TMNYCTHTb Io-
BCTaHUeB B MMIePaTOPCKHI ABOpeL, HO, C APYrOH CTOPOHbI,
HaM He HYXXHbl H JIHLIHHE TPYMHI.

Jxek ocMaTpnBan TeppuTopHio. OH KpyTaHysn TyM6-
Jlep CBSI3H ¥ MONpoGoBaJl MOroBOPHUTb C OAHHM H3 CBOHMX
MOAYHHEHHBIX:

— Poynuus!

- [Ha, cap!

— MacTepckue 0CBOGOXAEHbI?

— Ja, cap! MacTepckHe 3aKpbiThl. PsgoM ¢ HHMH
BbICTaBJIeHa OXpaHa.

OTo 6bls1a Xopoulas HOBOCTb. 3HAUUT, HX 0GopynOBa-
HHe 6yfeT coOXPaHEHO H He MOMaleT B PYKH K MATEXHH-

,
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kam. LITopM 3agyMuHBO NMOCMOTpEJ Ha CBOIO Jla3epHYIO
nepuaTky. Brnepeanm ux »man 6oii. Kaxercss, oTpsiay
pbillapeft MpHAETCST OTCTYNHTh B rJlaBHOE KpblJIO HMNepa-
TOPCKOro Apopua H fep»xaTb o6opoHy. KoHeuyHo, yepe3s
Kakoe-TO BpeMsi BCeM HM MOHafo6siTcsi Goenpunacbhl M
NPOBH3HS, Aa U BooGlle TaKoe pelleHHe Hesb3s Ha3BaTh
6e3yrnpeyHbIM.

Ha pasnymbsi BpeMeHH He OblJI0 — KaMepbl OXpaHbl
COOGIUMAN O NpHOAHXKeHHH mnoBcTaHueB. C KpuKaMH H
pyraHblo yokepbl GpocHiHch B aTaky. CHauana pbilapH
CTpeJIsi/IH MOBepX roJIoOB— BOMHAa C TpakaMH, K KOTOpoH
NPHBLIK/JAY COJIAATHl HMMepaTopa, O4YeHb OTJHYalach OT
BOMHBI ¢ COGCTBEHHBIMH COrpaXkHaHaMH.

MsTeXXHHUKH ud naBHHoH. LlTopM HHKorga He noy-
Maj, uto HMX Tak MHoro. OH mnokocuics Ha Kpoka B
cneuHasbHOM, NMpHCMNOCO6JeHHOM IS ero (Mrypsl BOeH-
HOM OGMYHAMPOBAHHH H TNPOXpHMeEJ:

— KaxeTcsi, ceromHsi HaM NpHAeTCS NAbITh B YesoBe-
4YeCKOH KpOBH...

Kpok mpoxpHies uTo-TO HeudJieHOpasfeJsbHoe.

* % *
Hmneparop [Tenuc coo6paxan mioxo. OH MpHMogHAN
roJIoBy, HO TYT XK€ ONATb YPOHHJ ee Ha MNOAYLIKH —
AepXaTb ee Ha BeCy y Hero He GbIO CHJ: NMOTOM OTKpbLJI
NpaBblif IJ1a3 H NMOCMOTpEJ B IPOCTPAaHCTBO Nepef, coboit —
JIeBbI{ IJ1a3 He CJIYLIAJICA ero H He OTKphIBaJcA. DTO GbllIo
Noc/eACTBHEM TOrO KPOBOW3JHAHHSA, KOTOpOe MPHKOBAJO
ero K MeOHUHHCKOM Koiike, a MoxXeT ObiTh, H JIHLIKJIO
TpPOHa. o
" Ha Kpaeluke ero KpoBaTH CHIeNa MOCETHTEJbHHUA.
Ona npoTsHy/aa pyKy, B3fi/a C TYMGOUKH BJIaXHYIO MapJlio
M MPHJOXKHJIA ee K. 60/MbHOMY [Jla3y HMrepaTopa.
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— Cnacn6o... — ckasan [lenHc M y>XKacHyJcsl 3ByKY
co6CTBEHHOTO rojioca — THXHIi, XpHNJbIH, 1ie TO WeNoT, He
TO XpHIM...

— He cToHT .GnarogapHOCTH, — OTBETHJ MOJIOLOH,
3BOHKHI H Xopouwlo 3HaKoMblii eMy rojoc. Hmnepatop
yaAbIGHYJICS:

— MpHe TpyAHO paccMmoTpeTb Bac, daubep, HO Ciyx y
MeHsI NoKa 4YTO OTJHYHBIA.

— BoT u npexpacno. A Jiefl 00JKeH BaM HeMHOXey-
Ko nomoub. — Duubep nportsnysaa [lenucy He6oablIyIO
yauKy co JbioM. MMnepatop B3sin ee Apoxauled pyKo#
H TOMbITAJICH MOAHSTLCA — HeT, KOHEUYHO, OH AJisl 3TOro
cJHWKOM Ob1 caab. Xopoluo eclue, YTO MeAHULHHCKasn
KpoBaTb CaMOl HOBON KOHCTPYKUHH, HEHMOBEPHO YYT-
Kasl K JIIOGbIM >KeJlaHHAM BPYUEHHOrO ce 3JIeKTPOHHOMY
NoMevYHTeNbCTBY NallMeHTa, TYT Ke MOMeHsaa nojoxe-
nue. JlpoxallWMH NaabuaMy . HMMEpPaTop BLIJIOBWJ H3
YalKH HeCKOJIbKO KYCOYKOB JibJa M OTNPaBHJ HX B poOT.
OcBexaloiuas Bjara MefJIeHHO NONOJ3Ja BHH3 1O ropJay.
Ero rnasa uyyTouky nposSICHHJHCB. '

dnnbep GecnokKoiHO mocMmoTpesa Ha ABepb.

= UTo MpOHCXOAUT? — CMPOCHJ HMMepaTop.

dnubep noxana njeyamu:

— Kro-T0 Hauan rpaxxpanckylo BoiiHy. Ha moii Barasx,
TaK cesaTb MOT TOJbKO (aHaTHK H NPHAYPOK.

[lenuc sacMmessica M TYT e MOAABHJCS KYyCOYKOM
abpa. Tloka on Kawdasa, daubep ycnesna B3Tb y Hero M3
PYK 4YallKy M MepececTb Ha CTYJ.

— O BoliHe s 3Halo. — [lennc BompocHTenbHO NoO-
cMoTpesl Ha JAeBYWKY. — A UYTO NMPOHCXOAHT HMEHHO
cefiyac?

— Jlymaio, BaM He CTOHT BOJIHOBaTbes. — Danubep

cTapajach FOBOPHTh KaK MOXKHO CMOKoi#iHo. — Batwuu poiua-
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pPH Bac 3alUHUIAlOT, TaK YTO TOCMHTalb — 3TO camas
Gesonaciiasi 4yacTb ABopua. A BooGuie-TO Mbl 3aBA3JH MO
weio...

MMnepaTop momneiTajncs Kak-TO OCMBbICHHTb NPOHCXOIS-
wee. [osioBa Gosenla, H peajbHOCTL YCKOJb3ajla OT Hero.
HakoHeu-to on cobpancsi ¢ MbICJASMH H cOOGpa3uJ, 4TO
cefiyac y caMbIX CTeH ABOpLia CO3[al0OTCsl 3arpafHTesbHbe
6apbepbl. Ero priapH o60poHsIHCh H, KaXkeTcsl, 06OpOHS-
JHCcb 6e3ycrellHo.

— Boxe Moii! — BoimoxHys on. — Heyxenn xe Bce aTo
3aUI0 TaK Aajeko?

— B HacTosiLMi MOMeHT — pa. — DyiuGep BHHMaTe/bHO
rocMoTpeJia B ero NoTyxuide 3ejeHble rnasa. Moxer ObiTb,
3Ta 10Hast JeAH Oblla UYTOUKY >KECTOKa, M BCe-TakH OHa
nokasasacb MMMepaTopy NpeKpacHoii.

— Y Bac ecTb KaKHe-HMGYOb HIeH?

— Her. — I'lenuc nokauan rososol. Teso 6oseno, HO
3To Gbla elile noJjioBHHa Genwl. I'opasfao xyxe 6blIO TO,
YTO MHOIHE YYaCTKH KOXXH MOTepsIH UYBCTBHTENbHOCTb.
OH HeMHOXKO nomyMaa: — A rae meacecTpsl?

— A-a... — DnnGep Kak-TO paBHOAYLIHO NMOCMOTpeJa
B cTopoHy. — DBosablKHHCTBO nepcoHana cbexajo H3
nBopua... JlakeH, noBapa, rOpHHYHble, HY H, KOHEYHO
xe, Mmeaukd. Ho aTo He cTpalllHQ. — OHa KakK-TO KPHBO
ycMexHyJach. — [1aBHOe, YTO y Bac elile OCTaJIUCh BallH

pbiLapH.
— JHa... {1 nomxkeH Obl1 npeaBHAETb TaKOH NOBOPOT
cobbiTHH. — UTO-TO, OTAaJEHHO HaMOMHHalollee yrpbl3e-

HHSl COBECTH, IlUeBeJbHYJIOCh B Jylle HMMepaTopa: KaKHX'
HHTPHUI HH nuiea oH npoTHB Jxeka llltopma, a KomaHaup
phillapeii Bce e He OCTaBHJI CBOero MMmepartopa B Tse-
ayio. MuHyTy! XoTs... KOHeyHO, OH OCTaBaJCsl BO JBOpLe
coBceM He H3-3a NMPHBSI3aHHOCTH K WMAepatopy. [TpocTo y
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3TOro ueJoBeka 6blJo cBoec MNoHsiTHe nosara. — A rae
Banacrep?

— O-0... — Danbep HeompeaeseHHO MaxHyJa pyKoi. —
Baw MHHHCTp OTAaeT KakHe-TO pacnopspKeHHs odHuepaMm
noaduuy. Kax Bbl 3naeTe, cefiyac OH BLIMOJIHSIET BallH
00s13aHHOCTH.

— 3naio, 3Halo, Joporasi, — H3JHILIHE TOPOMJIHBO OTBe-
Tua INenuc 1 3akawasncsa. danbep nogHsAACL CO CTyAA H
nojueprKaja ero rosoBy A0 TOH MHHYTHI, MOKa Kalleab le
npoiues, MOTOM NMpoTepJsa BJAXHOIO MapJieii Nnepecoxiine
ry6bl ¥MMepaTopa H AaJjia eMy OTAHTb HeCKOJIbKO FJIOTKOB
BOAbLI M3 CrneuHalbHOH XPYCTa/JbHOW MOHJIKH B BHAE Ma-
JIeHbKOTO YaifHHuKa. daubep cMoTpesa Ha [lenuca xmypo
M 03a6oyeHHO:

— MHe Kaxercs, 4TO Bce oGoHaetcss H Bbl Oyaete
XHTb.

— B camoM nene? — umnepatop 3axxmypuicsi. — Ecan
Gbl y MeHs Obina Bawa Bepal..

— Bepa... Bepa... Bepa... Bo 4To? — B nanary Bouien
Baupnosep Banactep. — ITenuc, HackonbKO i MOFY CYRHMTD,
Bbl BBHIMJSIAHTE 3HAUKTEJbHO Jyulue!

= UTo npoHCXOmHT? — 340pOBLIH TJa3 MMMNepaTopa
TpeGoBaTeJbHO 'CMOTpPEJ Ha MHHHCTpa.

MunucTtp norasgen Ha Saubep, a NOTOM ONATh Nepe-
Bes B3rsaA Ha Ero BeauuectBo.

— TlbiTaloch fAep»KaThb CHTYaUHIO NMOL KOHTPOJEM.
Pbluapy He OYeHb-TO XOTAT MPOJHBATh KPOBb CBOHX
co6CTBEHHBIX corpaxpaaH, nostoMy Kpok nan npukas
oTctynath. I AyMalo, 4To 3TO Hemjoxoe pelueHHe. 3a-
yeM NpOJIHBaTb peKH KpOBH, eciqH 6e3 3TOro BMoJHe
MOXXHO 060HTHCB.

HMnepaTop nonsitajcsi NPHOTKPHITH JeBbli raas. Her,
y Hero onsiTb HHYEro He MOJYYHJOCD.
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— Kak Bbl aymMaeTe, MOst FBapAHsT YAEPXKHT MO3HUHH? —
cnpocua oH. danGep oTBesia rnasa B cropony. Ilemmca
60JbHO pe3alyJio Bbipa)kelHe OTUYXKACHHOCTH, MOsSIBHBLUC-
ecst Ha ce JsHue. KaxeTcsl, H TYT OH CAeJaJ OWHOKY — eMy
1le cJe0BaJlo BBEpsTh ee Cyab6y cOGCTBEHHOMY MHHHCTPY.
[enuc onaTb 3akawasacs, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 HHUKTO He
npHules eMy Ha momollb. Koraa nmpHcTyn Kawuis npoiued
u Ero BesnnyecTBO cMor onycTHTb rosioBy Ha ROAYLIKY,
KOpHAOp Nepep ero najaTod HamoJHHJCS BOOPY>KEHHBIMH
pbiuapsamu. MiMnepaTop OTYeTJIHBO CJbllaj CTO/Nb NPHBbIY-
Hbli eMy rpoxoT HXx 6poHecKadaHApOB.



FAABA 21

— Puluapu umneparopa! — Ha 3poposblit raas [lenuca
Habe)kana cjiesa. — YK ONH-TO G6YAyT A0 KOHUA CPaXkaTbCsl
3a MOH HHTepechi!

StoT AeHb pauaca GeckoHeuHo poaro. B kopumopax
ABopla MOCTONIHHO CTPeJsIH M Apanuchb. KpHKH, CTOHBI,
pa3pbiBbl CHapsiAOB co3AaBaiH HeHMoBepHblH wyM. Ero
BennyecTBo uyBcTBOBaJl CMEPTEJbHYIO YyCTanocTb, HO,
HeCMOTPS HH Ha YTO, cTapaJjcs He 3achinatb. Co6CTBEHHO,
cefiuac 6oapcTBoBaHHe H OblIO eAHHCTBEHHBIM NPH3HAKOM
JKH3HH, KOTOpLIA o1l Mor mposBHTbL. HakoHeu-TakH, Bce
CTHXJIO.

BpoHeKocTIOM, H3roTOBNEHHBIA cneuuanbHo Aas DaH-
6ep, CTOSLT TYT Ke, B yray MeAHUHHCKON nanaTul. Ona 10
H Jle]Io KOCHJIach Ha Hero, HO MOKa He JBHranach CO CTyJna.
IMpoxcxoasiuee, Xak 3To W caydalnoch ¢ Heil Bcerpa, He
MOIJIO OTGMTL anmeTHTa, M UYBCTBO TrOJIOAA 3acTaBHJIO
dnnbep MOJHATbCH, HAWTH MakKeT C CYXHWM 3aBTPaKoM H
packynopuTbh ero. Cyxoii 3aBTpak GblJl OTMEHHO BKyceH.
dnubep HaHU3bIBaJa Ha BHAKY KYCOUKH COYHOTO XOJIOLHO-
ro Msica M C yJOBOJLCTBHEM OTMpaBJsila HX ceGe B poOT.

— He 6ecnoxoiitecs, Bawe Besmnuectso. — Jaubep
noAuenu/ia Ha BHJAKY oyepeaHOH Kycok. — Peiuapu 6yayT
60pOTbCS 32 CBOIO XKH3Hb, @ 3TO O4CHb BaXXHO — Belb B
TaKOM cJydae W MX M Ballla UeJH coBnapaior!
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IMenuc BHUMaTesbHO nocMoTpes Ha Hee. Koneuno, ee
cTOHJ0 6bI MOGPaHHUTH 3a OTCYTCTBHE BCSYECKOro yBajKe-
HHUSl K co6CTBEHHOMY UMMEPaTopy, HO, KaXKeTcsl, B JaHHOM
caydae 3TO GbIJIO G6eCrnosie3HO — OH 3HaJl 3Ty IOHYIO JieAH
cauwkoM xopouwo. Ee MaHepbl Bceraa HamoMHHaNH eMy
KaKo#i-ToO Oorpomibii wKad, HaGHTBHIK (aHTaCTHYECKHMH
HapsgaMH — B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT OGCTAaHOBKH M CHTYyalHH
3Ta noJyJiefd, MoJyy/nH4yHas AeBYOHKa BbITaCKHBaja M3
CBOCIi KOJIEKLUHH HYXHYIO HHTOHaAUHIO, HYXHBIH XecT,
HY>XHOe CJIOBLO M TaKHM 06pa3oM co3faBajia ouepemHoil
¢eepuueckuit Hapsia. HMmnepatop B3moxHys. B uem-To,
KOHeuHo e, OHa 6bla MpaBa — Ha MeJHUHHCKOil KokKe,
OMyTaHHbIH CeTbl0 MPOBOAOB H 3aBHCAWMHA OT paboThl
MeIHUMHCKON anmapaTypsl, oH 6bl1 GecrioMolunee FPyIio-
ro maancHua. IlemHc ewe pas mocMoTpen Ha DaHGep.
KakeTcs, oH HauyHHa/j MOHHMAaTb, 4YeM OHa MpHBJeKna
HItopmMa — KpoMe NMPHPOAHBIX KPacoTbl W rpaulH, B Hew
XHJIO TIPHPOXKAEHHOe CBOHCTBO Y3HaBaTh MpaBAY, KaKoil
6bl OHa HH OblJla, H COXPaHSITh O Hell sicHoe MpeacTaBlie-
HHe.

— Kaxercs, s 3nopoBo B Bac owubajcs, — cKasaln
HMMepaTop H caM YAHBHJICS CBOHM CJIOBaM.

W Bapyr rsasa Dnnbep HaNOJHHJAHCH HEHaBHCTHIO.
INenuc cxkancs oT HEOXKHOAHHOCTH, HO Uepe3 CeKyHAYy 3Ta
yepHasi 3JI0CTb B €e [Jia3aX nponaja, H HMMNepaTop 3acoM-
HeBaJicsl, 6blJla M OHa Ha CaMoOM Jedie.

dsnbep MpoOrnoTHJAA KYCOK Msca:

— CosHaiiTech, UMMepaTop, Bbl Beflb CleLHalbHO Me-
wanad J>xexky Bo Bcex ero HauWHaHHsax! Co3HaiTech, H fi
0cBO6OXY Bac OT BceX BallHX TPyGok!

ITenuc nonepxuyJics. Ero cnaboe abixaHue nopfepxH-
BaJloCb MeAHUHHCKHMH annapatami. KoHeuHo, uepes Ka-
Koe-TO BpeMsl OH MOMNpaBHTCSH, HO ceHyac 0cBOGOAHTbL ero
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OT 3THX 6ecyHCJIeHHbIX TPYGOK — 3HAYHJIO OCBOGOAHTD Cro
OT >XH3HH. ¥Y>K 3TO-TO OH MOHHMaJ XOpOLUO.

— Hanporus. — Ilenxc nocrapascsi roBOPHTL CMOKOH-
Ho. — §I pesnan Bce, UTOGHI XOTb KaK-TO MOMOYb eMy.

daubep KauHysna HOroii:

— B Takom cayuae, emy Bpeaua Bauposep.

[Tenuc egBa 3aMeTHO KHBHYJI.

— Al — Snn6ep cMsna NakeT €O CbeA€HHbIM 3aBTPAKOM
M, KaK KaKoro-To 3akJ/iiTOro Bpara, co 3/10CThIO OTLIBLIPHY-
Jla ero B yroj. — Bce Mbl IpOBOAHM TYT CBOIO X(H3Hb, Kak
MYXH B nayubel mayTHHe.

ITenuc mocMoTpes Ha CMSAITHIH MaKeT.

— 51 ocTaBHJ ero cneuManbHoO A8 Bac, — THXO CKasan
OH, TaK THXO, HTO 3Ta loHas Jlefli efBa JIM paccJbillaa To,
4TO OH NpoH3Hec. DnnGep NofoUIIA K CBOEMY 6POHEKOCTIO-
My. OH 6bla GiecTAWMM, Tak KaK NoBepX TeMHO-CHHeH,
MOUTH YTO UepHOM 3MaJH, Gbla NOKpPLIT HopuuToM. Ha Bkyc
UMMepaTopa loHasl XKeHLIHHa MorJa 6bl BbIGpaTbh He CTOJb
MpauHblil uBeT. Kaxetcs, danbep uto-To. npo6opmoTaa.
A MoxeT 6bITb, HMNEPAaTOPY 3TO NOYYAHAOCH?

— Kaxercs,. s ToXe ownbnach B Bac, — joJieTesa A0
[enuca ee esie CJBILHBIA rosoC.

JlaBuHa cOGBLITHH, OOpYyLIMBIUMXCS Ha HHX 3a mnocJe-
JIHHEe CYTKH, OHeNb3sl YTOMHJa HMnepaTopa. [la H pasro-
BOp C 3TOM CTPONTHBOM HEeBYOHKOH AaBajics eMy c 60Jb-
WHM TPYNOM.

— §1 nymalo... YTO MHe mopa Nocnath... — THXO cKasal
OH.

-— Xopowo., — daubep He COW3BOJHJIA K HeMY MoBep-
HyTbed. [locnentee, yto ysupen [lenuc nepes HaBanuB-
WHMCS Ha Hero CHOM, — XPYMKYIO XeHCKY ¢HTYpKY,
3alyMYHBO IJafsllylo pyKod GpOHHpPOBaHHBIH pykaB 6po-
HeKoCTIOMa.
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* K K

HmnepaTop npochHyJcsi OT HeMMOBepHOro rpoxora. B
KopHaopax cTpeasau. danbep nogowna K [Nenucy H Hanme-
HHJIA YroJl HaKJOHa ero KpoBaTH TaK, YToGbl MMMmepaTop
MOl BHIETb MoJyulle.

— UTo cayuHnyocs? — cnpocua Ero BennuectBo, B3ras-
1yB Ha ee HanpshKeHHoe JHUO.

— OHu Ge)ka/H... XOTA... 51 COBCEM HeE yBepeHa...

JlBepp B masaTy OTKpbl1ach, H B MOMellleHHe Bolles
LltopM. OH cHAA cBoii lWJieM, MPHKPENHA ero K nosicy H
nocMoOTpes1 Ha WMMepaTopa.

— Jxxex! — Boinanuna daubep, HO TYT XKe NMPHKYCHJa
ry6y — Lltopm He o6pauias Ha Hee HHKAKOro BHHMaHHS.

— Mbl ynep)XHBaeM Hall OGOPOHHTe/bHble NO3H-
uHH, — obpaTtHica oH K [lenucy. — Ho Mbl Gosabuie He
MOXKeM HX YAep>HBaTh, — ero rony6bie rjasa nocsetJe-
NH oT Goau. — §I Xouy o6bACHHTb BaM, cap. HHKTO H3
llac He Xo4eT Pa3BsA3bIBaTh NOJHOMacWTaGHYIO FpaXAaH-
cKylo BoHHY. K Tomy >e Hal HaMM 3aBHC OrpOMHBbIH
TPaKHaHCKHH Kopabab. JKykH yrpoxaloT HaM HauyaTb
BoeHHble JeHCTBHA. Hackosbko s° MOHHMalo, OHH He
6YLYT OYeHb YX JHOJI0 pasgyMblBaTh, CTOHT JIH HM
BCTynaTth B 60pbGy.

IMenuc o6ausan nepecoxiuue ry6si:

— BanpoBep... — OH OTMHJ IJIOTOK BOAbI H3 MPOTSIHY-
Toro daubep crakaHa.— ['ae Banposep Banacrep?

JD>XkeK B3HNOXHYJI:

— MHHHCTP clleHT 3a aT-papesaMH. Y HHX, KaXkeTcs,
YTO-TO MPOHCXOAHT. A MHe HeoOGXOLHMO KaK MOXHO Gbic-
"Tpee MOKHHYTb MJIAHETY W OTNpPaBHTbCA Ha MoHCKH CBsaTO-
ro Kanuna. [ToiimuTte, Bauwe BeanyecTBo, y Hac 6oJblue
HeT BpeMeHH.

[Menuc ewe pas o06au3an ry6ei:
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— Mukpodon, — BHITHO H YeTKO ckasan oH. — [lof-
KJIIOUHTE Melisi K MHKPOGOHY.

JOKeX NOAKJ/IOYHJ HMMMepaTopa K JIMHHH Bceobuied
cBs3n nnanet TpHaackoro TpoHa M oTowen B cTOpoHy, K
okHy. Han ropomonm BHcena Houb. SI3bIKM KpacHoro niame-
HH, yCTpeMJICHHble BBepX, BLITJISIAC/AH OCOGEHHO SIPKHMH
Ha (joHe HenpoHHUaemoro 6apxaTHoro Mpaka. Cabllannch
B3pbiBEl. TO TaM, TO TYT BCMBIXHBAJH JYy4H JasepliblX
BHHTOBOK. B THIIHHe MenHUHHCKOIT KOMHaThl pa3pajcs
rojoc WMneparopa:

— INoanaunsie Tpuaackoro Tpona! K Bam obpainaetcs
umnepatop Ilenuc. S npowy Bac mpHcaywaTbest K MOHM
CNoBaM W MpeKpaTHTb KpoBonpojHTHe. Bbl caMH mpu6au-
XaeTe cBoio rubenb. Cioxute opyxHe. IlpemoctasbTe
NMOHCKOBO# TpynMne BO3MOXCHOCTb GeCrnpensTCTBEHHO NMOKH-
HYTb TJlaHeTy W OTNpaBHTbcA Ha noucku Ceartoro Kanuna.
f1 nymaio, yTOo BMecTO TOro, 4ToGbl MPOJOMKATb 3ITY
GecCMLICIEHHYIO BOHHY, BCEM HaM clleflyeT CecThb 3a CTOJ
neperoBopon

MarunTodoHbl 3anHCcaNH roJloc KMNepaTopa H nepeja-
BaJH ero cooGuieHHe HempepbLIBHO B TeuyeHHe MoJjyuyaca.
Itopm Hagen cBoii WJeM H CTajl KPYTHTb PYYKH HacTpoH-
KH 'CBSI3H, NBITasACb B Pa3HOr0JIOCOM LUyMe GHTBLI YJIOBHTb
4TO-TO, XOTb OTAAJEHHO HaNoMHHaollee OhHUHANbHBIA
OTBeT MATeXHHKOB MMneparopy. Otsera He 6bio. Cob-
cTBeHHO, caM-To IlITopm ero u He >xman. OH BKJAIOYHA
BOJIHY, Ha KOTOpOH pa6oTa/ii prillapH HMNepaTopCKoit reap-
MK, H CKasau:

— Kpok! Hackosbko st noHHMalo, HalM yoKepbl peLiH-
JIH HanopoThcH Ha rpy6ocTb. POyJIHH3, rOTOBLCA K BbIXOLY,
a Thi, Jlaccageii, He cnycKa# ryias co cBOHX rosiosopesonl.—
JI)eK 3aMosi4ajl M CTaJj KAaTb, KOrfa [0 Hero JoHecyTcs
3BYKH aTakH. BHYTpu GpoHeKoCTIOMa OblJIO AYLIHO, H OH
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safbixaJjics. Ero BocrnoMHHaHHst H MbIC/IH ONATh nepenyTa-
avck. Tae oH 6ewt? Uto ¢ HHM npoucxoauno? Ax nal
Korpa-to naBHo on 6ba philapem JloMHHHONa M BeJs
«dHCTYIo BOI HY» DTOro NpHHUHNA OH MpHAep-
JKHBaJICsl BCIO CBOIO XKH3Hb M C HHM BolleJl B YePHOTY
CerofHsIHeH HOUH...

* % %

Komanaup Kpok cHsian uineM.

= K coxxaneHHio, MHHHCTp, — o6paTHJcs OH K Bango-
Bepy. — Mbl ciesand Bce, YTO CMOFJIH, K TOMY »Xe Ge3
MaccoBOH pe3HH.

BanpoBep xoaHsa no GosblHUYHON MajlaTe MHMO nocTe-
au ITenuca, U ero ANUHHLIC YepHble OAEXAb! KOJbIXaNHCh
B TaKT ero ABHXeHMHsIM. MHHHCTP HENPHA3HEHHO MOCMOT-
pes Ha MuJocLa:

— Komanpyiouuit, HacKoJbKO st 3HAIO ucropmo. eLe
HH OQHMH TNOJKOBOJELL He CMOT BbiHrpaTh GHTBEI, OTCTynas.

— KoHeuHo, cap. — MuJjocel, 06HaXXHA OrpoMible
XesTble KAblkH. — Ho Bmepeau Hac XAyT Apyrue GHTBHL.

B KoMHaTe HacTynu/ia Hanps)KeHHas THLUHHA.

— Tpe Jxek? — HepBHO cnpocusia axbep.

OH ckopo 6yner. Tam mNpoM3OLIO HecyacThe. —
Kpok' Heomnpene/leHHO KHBHYJ B CTOPOHY KOPHAOPOB. —
Ectb paneHbiii. Komanaup ILITopM BHIHOCHT 3TOro phiuaps
H3 neKJa.

A xak Tpaku? YTO NPOMCXOZHT C OXpaHOil? —
MHHHCTP BbDXKHAATeJbHO CMOTpeJ Ha OrPOMHOro Meape-
. Kpox 6e3pasnuuHO MoXan niaeuamu. Moxer ObIThb,
Oli 4TO-TO CKasaj, HO Cro cJoBa NOTOHYJH B FPOXOTe,
pasjaBlueMcsl B KOHlle Kopuaopa. Bapyr — nsepH OTKphl-
JAHcb ¥ B nanaty Bouwea Jlxek. Ha ero pykax noxauu-
BaJiCst PaHeHbIH.
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— § aymaio, ero 1ago NoMecTHTb B 3Ty XKe nasnary. [To
KpaHHelH Mepe, Ha 3TOT MOMEHT Yy Hac HeT BbiGopa. —
IItopM rasiHyn Ha MMmepaTopa.

B Kopunope 6blo monHo orust U AbiMa. M3 TemHOTLI
BbIHBIpHYJA Poyann3 1 nocnmewwds Ha nomoub JDKeKy.
Anubep axnyna — 6ponekocTiom Poyaunsa Gbl1 noBpex-
JeH H 3alHUT KpoBblo. JlxKeK pa3BepHyacCfl, NpPHKpLIBas
6poHeH cBoGonHOEe MpocTpalcTBO B ABepsiX. Uepes cexkyH-
Ay M3 Kopuaopa Bbickosab3HyJs Jlaccanei. Lltopm Haxan
Ha KHOMKY B CTEGHe M . 3aKpbll TOJICThie MeTasJHYeCKHe
IBepH B MeAHUHHCKYIO nanaty. Jlaccaneit BBITAlLUJ OTKY-
na-To 6aHKy XxosionHoro nuBa H Bpyuua ee Lltopmy. Tot
XMBIKHY !

— CKyAHBIH pauHoH, He TaK JU?

CepXXaHT XMBIKHYJ M MaxXHyJl PYyKOH ABYM pblLiapsiM-
HoBoGpaHLaM, UTOGh! OHH KaK CJieflyeT YJOXHIH paHeHoro.
I)keK cMOTpesl Ha HHX W C HacJakleHHeM MOTsIrHBa
nuBo. K HeMmy nogowen Banacrep.

— Uto HOBOro? — He CKpbiBasi HCMYyra, CMpOCHJ MH-
HHCTP.

— HoBoro? — lllTopM B3aoxHysa. — Mbl He nosib3yemcs
3alUHTHBIM 3KpaHOM. Y Hac A/ 3TOrO0 CJAHLIKOM Mano
MOLHOCTH. A YTO KacaeTcs 3TOro ABOpLA, TakK OH Bblep-
XKHT [IBa HJIH TPH WITypMa Ge3 ocoboro yuiep6a ajus cebs. —
Jkek 3aMonyas M NpPHCJIOHHJACA J6OM K XoJoAHOH GaHke
nuBa. — Ham HyXHo Bpems.

Kpok oTKpbi ABepH najaThl M BHIFJAHYJ B KOPHAOP.
[To HeMy B yepHHIX, MOUYTH HeMpPOrJIAAHBIX MOTeMKaX ABH-
rajach lesasi TPyAa OpPYXHf.

— Otaununo! — npokpuuan MHAOoceu. — I yBepeH,
4YTO KOe-4YTO M3 3TOro MeTaslJIoJioMa CKOpPO MHe MOoHano-
6utcsa!

[UtopM o6oapsiole yaniGHyacs [Menncy u aubep:
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— BeposTHo, 3Ta HOoub 6yleT oueHb HOJrOH M OYeHb
TpyaHo#!

— A uTo Bbl NpeAnpHHHMaeTe? — KanpH3HO H HEPBHO
CMPOCHJ MHHHCTP MOJHUHH.

— MoxHo ckasaTb, Banacrtep, uTo Mbl MHOro uacos
noapsa Beau GoH, a ceHyac y Hac HaCTYyNHWJO 3aTHlUbe.
[TpoTHBOMNOJIOXKHAasi CTOPOHA ceHyac BeACT Neperpynmnupos-
Ky CHJl U 06[yMbIBaeT pe3yJibTaThl cayuyHBLIerocs. Buaute
JIH, MOKa Mbl TOJIbKO OTGHBA/IHCh OT HUX, H BCE XKe YOKephl
noHec/d cepbe3Hble MoTepH. Mbl HMeeM feslo ¢ paHaTHKa-
MH, H O4eHb MHOTHe FOBOPAIT O TOM, YTO 3TO HafO YYHTHI-
BaTh. — llITopM nonuM NHBO H TOPXKECTBEHHO MNOLHAN
BBepx GaHKy. — Baue 3goposbe, Bangosep! Tak BoT, He
3a6bIBaliTe, UTO MOYTH HHKTO H3 NMOBCTaHLIEB He BHIeEJ Hac
BO BpeMs HacTosiweH cxBaTKH. KoHeuHo, mapy pas Ha
CTallMioHe, B TOpXECTBEHHOH O0GCTaHOBKe, Mbl JAEeMOH-
CTPHPOBaJIH CBOH BO3MOXXHOCTH. Ho cTanuon M cuTyauus
peasbHoro 6osi, MArKo cka3aTb, He COBMafaloT. Tak BOT,
cefiuac yokepaM NpHIUJIOCh, NTOCMOTpPeTh Ha Hac. Teneph
OHM 3HAIOT, Yero MM CTOMT GosiTbcs. A Tenmepb — OH
B3IJIIHYJ Ha GJieaHOro Kak cMepTh Banactepa, — ecsau B
He .BO3pakaeTe, s XOTeJs Obl HEMHOXXEYKO MOCMaThb.

J>kek mpoules B JaJibHHI1 Yros KOMHaThl H NpsAMoO B
6poHekocTioMe yJsierca Ha mos.

Or Utopma GoJblie HeJb3si GbIJIO HHYEro N06GHTbCS, H
BanacTep, OKpYr/IHB CBOH YepHble F/1a3a, 3/I0 MOCMOTpes
Ha daubep. OHa cBepHY/ach KalauHKOM B MATKOM KpecJe
W pelunsia He obpallaTh HHKaKoro BHHMaHHS Ha MHHHCTpa
MONHUHH.

Basactep nosepHyJics M Bhllues U3 KoMHaThl. C mocTe-
JI1 MMIepaTopa AOHECJHCb KakHe-TO HEeNOHATHbie 3BYKH.
YTo 3TO0 — JIerKHIi Xpamn HJH H30 BCeX CHJ Cllep>XXHBaeMbii
X0X0T: — Danbep CKasaTb He MorJa.
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* ok *

I'pomkuii 193r MeTanaa y ABepeil MeAHUHHCKOH KOMHa-
Thl pa3flajicsl nmepef caMblM paccBeToM. IlepBbiM, Kak Bce-
raa, npocHyJcs LltopM. OH BcKouus Ha HOrM W nogolel
K apepsim. Poyauns, Jlaccageit u Kpok cpasy ke nphcoe-
OHHHAHCL K HeMy. Danbep BhiGpanach M3 Kpecia H Noio-
waa K [lenncy, nomorysa emy cecTb M YCTPOHTbCS -Ha
KpoBaTH noyao6Hee. Ero BennuyecTBo H3an Kakoi-To cTpaH-
IblH MSIYKaloOWHIiT 3BYK, a MOTOM THXO CKasas:

— Caeaute 3a Ixekom!

lltopM nomowen K ABepsiM, OTKPBU WX, BhIlLe] B
KOPHAOP M CKOMaHAOBaJ ABYM aAbIOTaHTaM:

— OTKpLITb ABEPH Ha JiecTHHLY!

— Komanaup... — cOHBUHBBLIM F0JIOCOM OTBETHJ afblo-
TaHT. Halin cKkaHHepbl NOKa3biBalOT, KTO TaM HaXOAHTCH...

— 4 3Hal0 XTO TaM, — pesKo npepBan ero JDkek. —
OTkpbiBaliTe ABepH.

AnbioTanThl OTAANH CaNiOT H MOCMEIUHNH BLIMONHHTD
pacnopsikeHHe. JlBepH OTKpbLIHCH, U B MeIHUHHCKHH OT-
CeK cpasy e BJieTeJ 3anaxX rapu  3ossl. Lltopm cpenan
liar Bnepef M HacMELLJIHBO NpomeJ:

— A-a! Kakasa HeoxupanHocTh! I'enepan I'yaya! Ml
npenocTasjsieM ce6si B Balle pacrnopsxeHHel!

daubep uyTh He 3aOXHYJNACh OT HErOJOBaHHS H CThI-
na, Korga yBupena, uto JI)KeK CKJOHHJ KoOJieHO mnepen
OrPOMHBIM TPaKOM.

— MHe 6bl Xxo0TeJyioCh, 4TO6bl XOTb KTO-HHOYAb MOTPY-
JHJICSI MHe OGBACHHTDb, YTO TYT npoHcxomiT! — ¢ pasgpa-
)enHeMm KpHkHya Ilennc.

Aunbep Bae3na B 6GpOHEKOCTIOM, GbICTPO 3arepMeTH3H-
poBajia IUBbI H IPOMKO CKasaJja:

= MHe KaxKeTcsi, HMIIepaTop, YTO Mbl C BAMH HaXOHM-
Cfl B Jpyroil peaJbHOCTH, — NMOTOM HacTaBMJa naJjel Ha
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TPaKOB, MbITAIOWHXCS CABHHYTh C MeCTa KpoBaTb MMMepa-
TOpa M, KHBHYB Ha MHOrOYHCJIEHHble NMPOBOAAa H TPYOKH,
npe3puTeJbHO NpoH3Hecaa: — CaefuTe 3a anmapaTypoi,
XKyubH Mopabl!

Sanbep nomowsa K OKHy, TOCMOTpeJia Ha BbIXKXKeHHble
Ny>KaHKyu PSAOM C ABOPLOM, Ha KOTOPLIX CTOSIIH TPaKHaH-
CKHe Kopabid, H KpHkuyJa Ilemucy:

— Hackonbko s moHMMalo, BallM CafloBHHKH, YBHHeB
3TOT KOlIMap, HanbloTcsi ¢ rops!

INenuc 3acmesnncs. Ero MpaMopHbiii po30Bo-06CHAH-
aHOBLIN ABOpell BBITJAGJ YXKAaCHO — cJiefibl 60HHH, No-
Xapa M pa3pyxH BHAHeJHch noscloay. Uto xe, KaxeTcs,
eMy Hano no6aarogaputs Llltopma u Kpoka 3a ux npo-
30pJIHBOCTb — TeMNepb, Nepel JHLOM NosHoMacluTabHON
arpeccui, B36yHTOBaBLIHecCs yoKephl omomHsTcs. Kak
TONbKO TPaKHaHCKHe KOpabJiH NpH3eMJHJHChL Hla HMMe-
paTopckHe Jay>XXaHKH, OroHb npekpaTtuJacs. [lpaBpa, HX
6pan B nacH reHepan I'yays, a aTo 6blio nuaoxo. KoHeu-
HO, eMy cKasaJH, 4TO KoposieBa TpHKaTaja xeJaer
He3aMeJJIHTeJbHO NeperoBopuTh ¢ IlenucoM, a yx ne-
pel >Xyubel KOpoJieBOH OH He MOr MpefAcTaTb caabbiM H
pa3o6paHHbLIM.

3mi6ep oGoapsiowe noxJonana Ilenuca no nJeuy.
KaxceTcs, oHa noHHmana, 0 yeM OH celyac AyMaer.

HlectBHe Bo3sraaeasn BanmoBep Banactep. Omn' 6bia
o6BeilaH BCeBO3MOXHbIMH CYMKaMH H uyeMojaHaMH H OT
rpysa Beuled npuru6Gajcsi M HHKaK He MOT BLIMPSIMHTh
cnuHy. KaxkeTcs, OH OTIHYHO 3HaJ/, YTO HX BCeX OXKHAaerT,
U cobpaJjcs B lopory 3abaaroBpeMeHHo... 3a Banactepom
cnenosany llTopM H ellle HeCKOJLKO phILapeit.

— KaxeTcsi, Hac XXlIeT BecesieHbKoe NyTellecTBHe! —
cKasasna DaH6ep, NOCMOTPEB Ha KOCMHYeCKHe YeJIHOKH Yy
KopabuJeii.
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— Huuero, — nonwiTancs ycnokoHTb HMIepaTop He TO
ee, He To camoro cebsi. — ] moBely 3TO AeJ0O A0 KOHLUA.

— KoneuHno, — Bhinanausna daubep. — Beab y Bac Her
npyroro BeiGopa!l — OHa cKoOCHJIa /a3 Ha COMpPOBOX/aB-
WIHX HX TpakoB. UTO M roBOpHTb, Ha IMJIEHHHKOB OHH
NOXOAHJIH ropasjo GoJbille, YeM Ha COIOSHHKOB, — He-
CKOJIbKO phillapel, MHHHCTP MNOJHUHH, 6eCcrnoMOIUHbIH HM-
nepaTop — KaKoe XKaJlkoe H MoCThiIHOe 3peJniue!

Jxek 6bl1 ciokoeH. Bo BcsikoM cayyae, mocjie TOro,
Kak OH cAaJicst B nieH ['y3ysy, oH BBHITJISIAGH CMOKOMHBIM H
6nefHbIM. Danbep He MOIJa ONpefeNHTb, UTO Ha CaMOM
JeJle CKpbiBaeTCs 33 3THM XOJIOAHBIM TOKOEM.

J>kek Habmofan 3a TeM, KaK OHH MOAXOAAT K OAHO-
MY H3 YesJIJHOKOB. Ero MbICJH CKOJIb3HJIH M MyTajHCh.
OHH WJIM B caMoe JIOTOBO Bpara, W ecJiM cefuac KaxJabli
H3 HUX He 6yneT cOGpaHHLIM H BHHMaTeJIbHbIM, HUKOMY
He ylacTcsl BepHyThcsl o6paTHo. OH cTapajcs fepaTb
ce6sl B pyKax H KOHTPOJIHPOBATh KaXXAbH CBOH LlIar, HO
CTpecc H ycTaJlocTh, HAaKOMHUBLIAACA NocJe GHTBLI, OTHH-
MaJsu nocyefHue cuiabl. Ecan 661 cefiuac lllTopM okasad-
c 6e3 6POHEKOCTIOMa, OH, HaBepHOe, CNOTKHYJcs 6bl H
ynaJj, Ho BepHas GpOHS NMoAfepXHBasla TeJo H HeMHOTro
ycnokaupana fyx. llITopm Barasiuyn Ha Kpoka, nayuiero
PANOM, H yXacCHYJCSi — Ha KaKoe-To MrHoBeHHe MHuiJoc
H ManbTeH cMellalHCh B ero CO3HaHHH, H OH mepecTal
NOHKMAaTh, KaK HX MOXHO Pa3JHYHTb H OTHAEJHTb ApYr
oT Apyra.

Muunocel crapaiics passieub IllTopma u uTO-To roBo-
pud, JkeK BbIHYXAeH Gbll OTBe4aTb, H 3TO NPOSICHHIO
moar. [loBciofly, B Ma/JleHbKHX YKDBITHAIX, NMOXOXHX Ha
XOJIMHKH, CHlesla TPaKHaHCKast oxpaHa. lBuraTenn cpa6o-
Tand. OHM BowaH B TpioM, JlKeK 3aKpbia raasa H crana
BCJYIUMBaTbCl B MOHOTOHHBIH LIYyM CTapTylolwero Kopa6-
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ns. Tne-to psgoM ¢ HUM croHan umnepartop Ilenuc. Ipu
TaKOM COCTOSIHHHM 3[0POBbsl STOT KOPOThHILIKAa MOXXEeT H He
TlepeXKUTh TeX Meperpysok, KOTophie CBS3aHbl CO CTapTOM.
OH ynuBuica co6cTBeHHBIM Mbic/siM. Co6cTBEHHO roBops,
a Ba)XKHa JIM Gbl1a A/l HErO XKM3Hb H CMepTh 3TOrO YeJlo-
Beka? Ha o6ayMbiBaHHe 3TOro Bonpoca BpeMeHH He GbLIO.
Ha ero Teno HaBaaunach cTpaliHas TsxKecTb. KopabJb
Habupan CKOpOCTb. '

* % *

J>)kek O4HYyJcS M OGHapYXXHJ, UTO TpPakH BO3SITCA C
ero GpoHeKOCTIOMOM. DTO GbJIO CBSI3aHO C IPOBepKOi
opyxHs1 nepen nosetom. JleXypHble TpakKH HacMelLIMBO
CTPEeKOTaJlM M O0OCYXAaJlHu MexXAy co6oi ero cjaGocTb.
JI>)keK MOCTaBHJI Ha MoOJl CBOH GPOHHPOBaHHble GOTHHKH H
BhinpsaMHuica. Uto xke! Kak 6bl HH cMeslIHCh XKYKH, a OH
BCce PaBHO OblJl 3HauMTeNbHO BhIlle ABYX 3THX Ja/leKO He
MalleHbKHX TpaKHaHCKHX ocoGefi. IllTopM oraspencs H
YBHAEJ, YTO PSAOM C HHM CTOAT ApPYyrHe JIIOAH. DTO MNMpH-
Iajlo eMy KaKylo-TO yBEepPeHHOCTb — Befb ero AeHCTBHSA
JOMXKHBI ObJIH NMOMOYb WM TNpaBHJIbHO BecTH cebs. Hrak,
UltopM 6Bl MoGexxaeH. A BOT nodeMy MpH 3TOM OH OCTall-
csl XKHTb? DT0 06CTOATENLCTBO GLIO A/ HErO Hepa3pelly-
Mo 3arankoii. OxpaHsieMblif IByMSl TpaKaMH, OH BBbllliesl H3
yeJIHOKa H TomaJjl BHYTpb Apyroro, 6ojsee KpymHoro kopat-
Jsl.

OHH npousIi HeCKOJIbKO OTCEKOB H NOMajH B 60JbLioi
3aJi, mocpeM KOTOPOro, oXpaHseMas MHOrO4YHCJeHHBIMH
TpaKHaHCKHMH rBapjeiilaMH, Boccefana Koposesa TpuKa-
tana. Ee ocnenuTenbHO-pafyXHoe Teso 61ecTeno, a XHTH-
HOBble LIMTKH Ha crHHe 6ecnpepbiBHO LieJKaJH.

— Jo6po noxanoBaThb Ha Kopa6sb, MOH A0GJEeCTHLIH
conmar! — obpaTHaack OHa K reHepany [ysyiy.
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LITopM HeBoJbLHO OGpaTH/ BHHMaHHe Ha TO, UTO CBOE
npuBeTcTBHe TpHKaTaja npoHsHecja Ha uesloOBeyeCKOM
fI3LIKE M TOJIbKO NOTOM NOBTOPHJIa €ro TPAaKHAaHCKHM Lued-
KanbeM. Ka)keTcsi, Ha mnepBBIX MOpax BJIaCTHTEJbHHLA
JKYKO06pasHbIX co6Hpasiach NPOSBASATL YBaXKeHHe K CBOHM
NJeHHHKaM.

Iy3yn nouTHTeJIbHO CKJIOHHWJICS mnepell KOpoJieBOH.

B ropJe y Llltopma cTostn KoMok. C Toro mecra, rae
OH HaXOAHWJICS, OH 3anpocTo MOr Gbl NMOPa3HTb KOpOJIEBY
TpakoB. BMecTe ¢ Helo mpekpaTHJ Gbl CylllecTBOBaHHE POA
9THUX arpeCCHBHbLIX H He[JoOpPbIX XKYKOB H YesloBe4ecTBO pa3s
H HaBcerfia H36aBHJI0Ch Gbl OT MOJIOBHHBI CBOMX KOLIMapoB.
Ho 3a 3To UM npHuioch 6Gbl NMOMJIATHTLCS XXH3HBIO BceX
HaxojdlMXcAd Ha Kopbue gwoaeH... IDkek ewe gyman, 4yto
eMy HaJlo CAeNlaTh, KOTla KOpoJieBa NOAHS/IA Ha Hero CBOH
riasa W oH ycabian rosoc I'yayaa:

— Mos xoposieBa, paspeuldTe NpeACTaRMTb BaM KO-
MaHaupa poiuapet Ixxeka lltopma! Bol cavltnanu mHoro
noxBaj ero crnoco6HocTsM! — reHepas LiepeMOHHO MOKJIO-
HHACA.

IMoxsan? J>kek ese cpepan Ee6n. yTo6Bl HE 3acMe-
arbes. KoposieBa MaxnyJa knelneo6pasHoii lanoi v otny-
CTHJIa OXpaHy, MIOTOM Hakajla Ha KHOMKY ¥ OTKpblJia JBepb
aHrapa y ce6sl 3a CNHHOIi:

— Y MeHns ectb ana Bac ciopnpus, Jkek lltopm!
Ciopnpu3, NoJIHOCTbIO COOTBETCTBYIOUMH Balied BOGHHOH
caase!

Korpa IllTopm yBHAes, YTO HaxXoAMTCs 3a ABEpbLIO, Y
Hero nepexBaTHJO AbIXaHHe — OCJIEMHTEJLHO CHSIOILHIA,
XeMuy>KHo-GesIblH, HH C YeM Ha CBeTe He CPaBHHMbIH 110
cBOeH KpacoTe, nepef, HHM CTOSl1 €ro cTapbli GpoHeKo-
ctioM. BponekoctioM, KoTopbiit JDKeK CyMTaJ yTEepSHHBIM
Ha Beka!
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M cpasy ke crapblit koliMap oBaagen ero aywoii. Yto
niaaHupoBanu Tpaku? CkKopee Bcero, OHH 3HaJH, YTO ero
KOCTIOM HH(HUHPOBaH, — Bellb OHH XOPOLLO MOMHHJH O TeX
y’Kacax, KOTOPbIMH COMpOBOXAaflacb BOfiHAa Ha nuaHeTe’
Muuoc.

Jxek 6pocHiaca K cBoeMy opyxHio. EMy HyXHo 6blio
KaK MOXXHO CKOpee BbIpBaTh 3aMLUEBYIO NMPOKJafKy H pa3-
PYWHTbL TOro XHLUIHHKA, KOTOPLIH Bbi3peBaJ BHYTPH mepJa-
MyTpoBoro Kpacasua. M Bapyr — 3a ero cnuHoii Bo Becb
rojioc 3akpuyaja danbep:

— JIxek! Oxek! He menait storo! 1o xe Boyru!



FAABA 22

Ot natucka IllltopmMa GpoHekocTIOM yrnajl Ha noJ.
Annbep Gpocuaach K Jkeky M nosBHcsa Ha ero wee. Ee
6HJ1a APOXKb. )

— He penait atoro! He penait atoro! — kpuuana oHa.

IlITopM OTTONKHYA OT cebst Dunbep. O6GecnoKoeHHBIH
T'yayn Bcran mexxay J)kekoM u KopoJsieBo#t TpakoB. TpHka-
Taja ABYCMBICJIEHHO NpoH3HecJa:

— B KOHLe-TO KOHLOB 3TO ero JH4Hoe jeJio!

ItopM moGpancs no 3amiueBoil mpoknagku. Ha Hedt
nyJbCHpPOBaJla MOYTH YTO He3aMeTHas XesleoGpa3Has Ccy6-
craHuus. OHa 6bl1a B XKHBOH, H HEXXHBOH OJHOBpeMeHHO
— C OAHOH CTOPOHBI, OH HHYEro He MOT HeJlaThb CaM — Befb
HH PYK, HH HOT' y Hero He 6blJIO, a C APYroil CTOPOHBI, OH
NpeKpacHO MoOT YNpaBJsTh 6poHeKocTioMOM. Bep-cep-kep...
MHJIOCCKHI Gep-cep-Kep...

danbep BCKOYMJA Ha HOTH:

— Her, Oxek! He nosposnio Te6e y6uth Boyru! U ne
3acTaBJIsii MeHsl MPHUHHATb TeGe GoJb!

Mbic/iH, KaK JIMCTbfl, COpPBaHHble Gypei, 3aKpYXH-
JHCb B ero rosose. Musnoc, ManbreH, Jopmann CTeHA...
Fonoc dDanbep TpeGoBaTeNbHO H BJAaCTHO 3BeHesa B
yuiax. '

Ilxex mocmorpesn Ha Hee. OHa BbiCTaBMNa Brepef
CBOHl ympsMbIii noaGoponoK M raspgesa Ha Jhxkeka ¢
SIBHBIM BbI30BOM. Ha ee cKyJiax BBICTYNHJ fpKHH pyMsi-
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Hell — oHa npekpacHo 3Hana, uto llITopm naxe He
npeacTtassseT cebe, YTO CTOMT 3a ee Yrpo3oi NPHUH-
HHTb eMy 6oJb.

J>kex nouyBcTBOBas, uTo ceifiuac DiaubGep HaXogHTCA
Ha rpaHu Ge3aymus. OHa Obl1a MOXOXa Ha KJHHOK, MpH-
cTaBneHHbIt K wee. OrpoMHbiM ycHadem Boau I[lTopm
ciepxkan ce6si W He MOCMOTpes Ha MMnepaTopa Ilenuca.
Tenepb oH 3Haj, uTo BbiBeso M3 cTpos Ero BesnuecTtso.
Oasa Toro, uto6bl 3awuTHTL ceb6s H Lltopma, Danbep
4TO-TO clleslasia ¢ Co6oil H BO3POAHJA K XKH3HH TY TEeMHYIO
4acTb CBOeH HaTypbl, C KOTOPOM OHH TaK A0Jro GOpoJIHCh.
Yrto ToNMKHYJIO ee Ha 3ToT war? Beap paHblle GoJblue
BCero Ha cBeTe OHa 6osnacb y 6 H B a T b.

HItopm y6pan cBow pyky oT Boyru. Bponekoctiom,
MOYTH NyCTOH BHYTPH, MepecTas UeMIATLCS 32 ero ofexay
H TAXeJIo ynaJ HaboK.

Poynnna oxpaHsin Hmnepartopa Ilenuca ¥ c HeBO3MY-
THMBIM BHAOM Hab6miofan 3a gerctsHamH LllTopma.

— JlioGonbiTHO, — 3aTpewlana Koposesa TpHkaTafa. —
Uto e Ha caMOM Jiele YNpaBjseT 3THM OpyXHeM H
Zenaet ero akTHBHBIM?

«4To-uT0, a 3TO BBl AEHCTBHUTE/NBHO XOTesNH Obl Y3-
HaTb», — moayMan lITopm H, noMoN4aB MHHYTKY, CMOKOM-
HO OTBETH.I:

— Po6or.

— Bor tax? — ['ysysn HefoBep4HBO 3allle/IKajl CBOMMH
HaJKpbIIbAMHM H NOABHHYJCA Bneped. — A s gymas, uto
Opy»KHe, ynpaBJisieMoe HCKYCCTBEHHbIM pasyMoM, Y JilofeH
3anpeuieHo!

— OTo meHcTBHUTeJIbHO Tak. — B Geceny Bctynus Bau-
noeep Banacrep. — To, uTo Bbl BUOHTe Nepel co6oit, GLII0
BCero-HaBcero sKcnepHMeHTanbHOH Mogeabio. K coxase-
HHIO, SKCMepHMEHT OKOHUHJICS Heynauei.

389



JDXXeK nomHan ¢ nosia XKeMYYXHbIH GpPOHEKOCTIOM H
B3/IOXHYJI:

— Kak Tosnbko Mbl y3HaeM Bce, UTO HaM Haflo, OpyXxHe
OYNeT YHHUTOXEHO.

KoposieBa TpakoB yAHBJIEHHO NOCMOTpeJia Ha philaps:

— A yTO BBl XOTHTE Y3HaTh?

ItopM B3pOXHYJM:

— B ToT mMomeHT, Korma Mcues Cpsitoit Kaauu, ato
opyxHe GblsI0 BMecTe ¢ HUM. EcTb Hajexxaa, uTo BHleoKa-
Mepbl BHYTPH LujIeMa CMOIJIH' XOTb YTO-TO 3anucaTb. Mul
NpoBepHM Bce JaTUHKH M NMOMbITaeMcsl H3BJleYyb MaKCHMYM
HY>XHOM HHdOpMauHH.

— Ax BoT B ueM geno... — TpukaTaga MaxHysa KphijloM
I'yayny. — B TakoM ciiyyae MHe BABOMHe NPHATHO, YTO Mbl
CyMeJIH COXPaHHTb U Bac 3Ty YHHKaJbHylo Belilb. Baum
KalOTBl yXXe TOTOBH.- BaM Halo OTAOXHYTb Mocjie CTONb
GypHBIX COGLITHH W NPHBECTH ce6s B NOPSALOK. A MOTOM MBI
cMoOXKeM no6ecefoBaTh.

* % %

dnubep, Kak TeHb, CcKoslb3Hysna 3a LlltopMom B ero
KaloTy M cpasy e 6pocHJyiach K cepe6pHCTOMY cKadaHipy.

— UTo Thl Aenaewb? — ¢ TPeBOroi NMocMoOTpes Ha Hee
Ihxex.

OHa oTBeTH/Ia €My Npe3pUTe/bHbIM B3rJfLOM:

— Urto s penaio? IlbiTaloch pa3o6paThCsi C TBOMM
opyxueM. Beib Thl XXe He Xouellb NOTepsTb CTOJb Aparo-
LeHHbIC AalHble?

«Bocc! Bynem BoeBaTh! — B ywax lltopma paspancs
rosnoc Boyru. — §I Bepun B To, yTo Bb MeHs Haipaerte. Ho
noueMy Janbep cepauTCA?»

— DnnGep NeHCTBHUTENbHO CEPAMTCS, — MBICJEHHO OT-
BeTU II>Kek Gepcepkepy.Ho Thl He roBop eii, uto ceryac
Mbl ¢ TO6OH obuianuch!

390



BpoHEKOCTIOM MOAHSIT NPaBylo pyKy. DHbep packpac-
fieflacb OT y[OBOJLCTBHS, OHa MPOTANY/a PYKY H MOrafH-
Ja GpoHecKadaHap Tak, 6yno 3Ta GpoHs Oblaa KHBOH M
MorJjia olyllaTh ee NPHKOCHOBEHHe.

«fl — Bcero /MWD YKasaTeabHblil cToN6, — obpaTuica
Boyru k [xeky. — KajauH nopyuus MHe HOXAAThCA Bac U
ykasaTb nyTb». LlTopm nouyscTBOBa/j, UTO MO ero Teay
npobexkana ApOXKb.

— Mbl BBISICHHM 3TO M03)Ke, — CKa3aJl OH Bcayx. — Bee
CHCTeMbl GPOHEKOCTIOMA, HACKOJbKO §l MOTY CYAHTb, CHJIb-
HO MCTOLUEHBI.

daubep noaHANacb Ha HOCM:

—. Iocnywait, [J>kek, 3T0 MexaHH4YecKoe OpyXHe 3Ha-
eT CAMIUKOM MHoroe. I npouly Te6sl, HHKOro He gonyckai
K GpoHeckadaHapy!

LltopM mocMoTpes eit B raasa:

= Tlocaywai, A xoTen Gbl 3HaTh, MOYyeMy Thl MHe
yrpoxaeib? )

OHa B3noxHyJa:

— BuaMwb JH, y MeHA He 6blio apyroro crmocoba
OCTaHOBUTb Te6si, UTOObl Thl He HaBpenuJs Boyru.

JXKek npe3pHTeNbHO (BIPKHYN:

— A yTO Tbl 3Haellb 0 HeM? DTO BCEro /Kb NapasHT
¢ Munoca, KpoBoxkaaHasi TBapb, 6epcepkep, MHTAOWHACS
YeJsloBeHeCKOH TMJIOTbIO H pa3pbiBalOWIHH Ha MeJKHe KYCKH
modoit 6poneckadanap!

dnunbep mokavaja rosoBoi:

— Ila HeT XKe, 3TO coBceM He Gepcepkep. A ec/iH MbI.
He 3HaeM, KTO OH TaKOH, TaKk OH caM 3HaeT 06 3Tom!
IMoiimu, [IITopM, OH XKHBOH, )KMBOH H pa3yMHblii!

dumbep xoTesa BLIHTH W3 KaloThl, HO [[>)keK BcTan B
IBEpsiX H nperpaguj ei Aopory:

— A MmoxeT 6blTh, Thl CMOXellb paccka3aTb MHe, KTO
i TaKou?

391



OHa BerlecHyJla pyKaMH M CepAHTO TOMHYJia HOXKOA:

— Cwmory! Tol ocen H3 rayxoil HepeBHH, KOTOpPbIH
TOJIbKO YTO BhIlLUEJ H3 TPaKHAaHCKOro YeJHOKa M HHKaK He
MOXeT BCIIOMHHTb HH ce6sl, HH cBoeil XKH3HH, a Ha MeHs...
a Ha MeHs o6palaeT He GoJjiblle BHHMaHHs, YeM JHTel-
LWHK — Ha OKaJHHY!

B ee rojoce 3Byyasu HerofoBaHHe W TFHeB, H OHa He
yMeJsa 3Toro ckpbiTh. J>)kek He Mor MoayaTb. OH HoJKeH
6Ll XOTb YTO-TO CKa3aThb eiil

— 3Haellb, a MHe Ka3aJloCb, YTO KOTJa-To 51 GblI TBOHM
Beabim PrlllapeM... — OH 3aKawsicst OT BOJIHEHHS.

Ona ynuBneHHo nocMoTpesna Ha lltopma M xoTesa
YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO OH CXBaTHJ ee 3a MNJeuH, OOHAJ,
NPHTAHYJN K ce6e M THXO-THXO NpolUenTan:

— OcropoxHee, daubep! Kaxkaylo MUHYTy HaM ¢ To-
6ofi rpo3siT HOBble omacHOCTH! ‘

Annbep xorena oGHATb €ro, Ho BMECTO 3TOr0 3aJOXHY-
Jlach B IpHIIafiKe HCTEPHYECKOTO MJlaua, MaleHbKHMH CBOHMH
KyJauKaMH 3acTyuasa B ero rpyib H BbilaBuJa U3 cebs:

— Thl... Thl... UTO Tbl 3aCTaBHJI MeHsl MepeXHTb!

— { 3Halo, — eJie C/BILIHO CKa3aj OH W HaKJIOHHWJCA K
ee yxy. OT pbDKeBaTOH NEHbI BOJNIOC HCXOOHJ HEXHbIH
3anax AYXOB — HHM Yy ONHOH XeHLIHHBI B MHpe, KpoMe
dnubep, Takux AyxoB He Gbuto! OH 3axseGHYJCS 3THM
LeMALIHM 3anaxoM GesIoMeHHON YyepeMyXH W MNpoilenTas:

— OHH uTO-TO clesiajlH cO MHOH. B TeyeHHe MHOrux
[He# 1 BooOGliie HHYEro He MOT BCMIOMHHTb, a TeMepb f Koe-
4YTO BCMNOMHHAl0, HO TMOCTOSHHO MYTaloCh M OLIHGAIOCh.
ITenuc 3HaeT, YTO MPOHCXOAMT, HO TMOCTOSIHHO KHBaeT Ha
Banactepa, — MoJI, BO BCeM BHHOBAT MHHHCTP.

Aaubep bIpKHYIA:

— 3Haewb 4TO, TBOH HMMepaTop TOXe JAajeko He
aHren!
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— §1 3Hal0, daubep... — OH ellle pa3 BAOXHYJ B cebs
YyepeMyXOBblif 3anax AYXOB, NOTOM COBCEM THXO Mpoluen-
Tan: — Uto TeI Hagenaja...

OHa B3fporHysia, OTApPsSHyJa OT Hero, NOTOM BHHMa-
TeJIbHO MOCMOTpesia eMy B [/13a3a M 4eTKo, MO cJioram,
npou3Hecsa:

— §I Tak He cuuTalo.

UltopM ynopHo Bbl3biBajl €e Ha pasrosop:

— §I 3Haj0, UTO CJYUYHJIOCH C HMIIEpaTOPOM.

B ee 30/0THCTO-KapHX rjasax npobexajna Kakasi-To
yrpiomasi TeHb. OHa B3QOXHYyJa:

— Yro Xk... Sl He Mor/1a HUYero nogenarb... A Thl... Thl
coGHpaellbcsl JOHECTH Ha MeHS?

— JHoHecTtu? — llITOpM yAHMBNEHHO NMOAHAN GpPOBH. —
daubep, na Thl cowsa ¢ yma! Kakasi pasuuua, cTaHeT 3To
W3BeCTHO MJIH HeT? Beab celiyac uieT BO¥HHA, @ Thl... — OH
HeXKHO YJBIGHYJICS, — HY)XHa MHe Ha Moei cTopoHe!

OHa TpsixHyJia NblLWHBIMH JIOKOHaMH:

— [Ha, Ilxek, s Bceraa B TBOeM pacnopsixKeHHH!

OH ynbi6HYIICH:

— duubep, s Aymalo, UTo 3TO 6yneT CBA3aHO C TPYA-
HOCTAMH M pHcKoM. S npowy Te6s, KO TeX Mop, MOKa Mbl
He BbIpBEMCSl M3 Jlam XXYKOB, N0 TeX IOp, MOKa Mbl He
paspo6yneM Kopa6ib M BCe, YTO HYXHO IJf TOHCKOB
CeaTtoro KanuHa, He oTXoAH OT MeHsl HH Ha war!

OHa ray6oKo B3OXHYJa, KaK-TO CTPaHHO NMOMOPILH-
Jacb M CcKasaJja:

— Ja, JI)KeK, HacKOJIbKO i TOHHMalo, BCe TO, O UeM Thl
rOBOpHIUb, BMOJIHE HOCTHXHMO.

OH pa3oMkHys pyku H otnmycTua ee. OHa nogowana K
IBEepsIM, OTJIsIHYJlach ¥ HeOBepYHBO IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero:

— IMocaywa#t, a uto Thl peirns HacyeT Boyru? Yro 3a
CTPaHHbI MPHETYN 6Bl ¢ To60H HellaBHO?
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IlTopM oTBen raasa:

— Buauwib JH... MHe MOKasajoch, 4YTO # OMATb Ha
MuJoce... YyTo Hac pa3bHjH, a ceHvac 3BakKyHpywT... B
o6leM, y MeHs1 GblBalOT TakHe MpoBaJibl CO3HaHHS, Koraa
s He MOTy MOHATb, YTO CO MHOH MPOHCXOAHT H rae f
HaX0XYCh.

— TloHsATHO... — Daubep cMoTpesa Ha >KeMUYXKHO-
Gesblit 6poHekocTioM. — M Thl Bcerma, ecsqiH He 3AecCh,
3HayHT — Tam?

Ou kuBHYJ. OHa 3akpblyla pyKOH rjla3a H NpoH3Hecsa:

— Bclo XH3Hb 3TH necuyaHble BOMHDL...

— Ha. Bcerna ogHo u To xe. — J>Kex mocMoTpen ei
Bcniea. OHa BbllLJIa B KOPHAOP, H MasleHbKasi KopaGeabHas
KaloTa cpa3y e CTaja HeylTHOH, TeCHOH H TEeMHOH.
J>xek noayman, uyto, BHAHMO, DuubGep Oblla ANfl Hero
CBETHJIOM, [apYIOlUM CBET W CKpalIHBAIOIHM TPYAHYIO H
6e3pafloOCTHYIO XH3Hb...

Ixek o6epHyJcs, NOCMOTpes Ha GPOHEKOCTIOM H BCMOM-
HWJI, UTO PSAOM C HHMM, B GpoHe, Tepsiolleil MOCJERHION
sHepruio, octancsa Boyru. On nmogouwen K ckadaHapy:

— A Temepb paccKaXH MHe BCe, YTO Thl 3Haellb O
Csatom Kanuue.

J>kek OKasajics COBeplIEHHO He TFOTOB K TOMY, 4TO
y3Ha/l OT HeH3BecTHoro ayxa. B rosioBe LlITopma pasgancs
CTpalIHbIf, TOCKJIHBBLIA, HAXOASALIMICS Ha MocjenHeM rnpe-
[leJie YeJIOBEYECKHX CHJI KpHK.



TAABA 23

— Bbl e nonumaerte, Bawe BesauuectBo, 4To Mexny
FrOCTSIMH M NJIeHHHWKaMH coBceM HeGoJbluasi pasHHUa, —
¢sierMaTHYHO cKasas MHHHCTP. — CKka)ceM, He3HauyHTeJb-
Hble nepe6oH B 9HEepProcHab6XXEHHWH HUMIMEPaTOPCKOH KaloThl
MOryT MOCTaBMTb Bally »XH3Hb Mmoj yrpody. A Tenepb o
apyrom. PasBesika coo6liiaeT, UTo HallM OTPSIAbI 3aXBaTHIH
nJolwans BOKPYT ABopua M GoraThie KBapTasbl ropoga. fI
CYHMTal0, YTO BCEM HaM Hafo NOMBEITAaTbCsl BEPHYTbC Ha
nJaHeTy OO0 TOro, Kak Mbl BO3bMeM Mepefl CO3HHKaMH
KaKHe-To 0053aTesbCTBA.

Bo BpeMsi MajieHbKOro COBelLaHHsl, NPOBeJeHHOro IIeH-
Hukamu, Banactep 6bl1 B ueHTpe BHHMaHus. [Tnatgopmy
c TpoHoMm Tpukaraabl ¥ MeAHUMHCKHe sicad [Tenuca nepe-
Hec/H B rpy30BOH JIOK — TaM GblIo GoJiblie MecTa, H JIOAH
i TPaKH MOIJIH Pa3MeCTHTbCSl BIIOJIHE cBOGO/HO. daunbep
HeoTCTynHo caepoBania 3a Jxekom. OHa XoTesna ObiTb B
Kypce BceX COGbLITHH, M TO M JeJsio NOMMsABIBaNa TO Ha
MHHHCTPa noJuuuH, To Ha Kpoka, KoTophli Tenepb conpo-
BOX[aJl KOpOJIeBY.

KoposieBa uto-To naneBajsa ce6e nof Hoc H 6ecrnedyHo
TpenbiXxaja pagy>KHbIMH NOAKpPbIIbAMH. ['y3yn pacxakuban
B3ag u Brnepen. OH YyBCTBOBa/l CBOIO CHJY H Bes cebs
LOBOJIbHO-TAKH HarJo.

— Mbl BHAHM, HacKoJibKo caab Ilenuc, — cKasaa oH. —
A noatoMy BnpaBe CNpPOCHTb, KTO K€ B AaHHbIH MOMEHT
ynpasiasier Tpuanckum TpoHom?
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Banactep no6aeaHen. Takoit npsiMmoit Bonmpoc eMy
npHLIeCcs SBHO He MO BKYycCy:

— Buagurte nu... — 3amanca oH. — f aBasioch Bcero
JUWb KoHcyabTaHTOM Ero BesnuectBa M Mory 3aBepHTb
Bac, uto [lenuc He Tak cna6, kak Kaxertcsi. OH oTBewaeT
3a CBOM NEHCTBHA M MOXeT NpHHHMAaTb pelleHHsi, s e
NpoCTO-HaNpOCTO HCMOJHAIO ero BoJio. UTo Xe KacaeTcs
Tpuanckoro TpoHa...

— 3amonunTte, Banposep, — npepsan ero 6JeaHbli [0
cHHeBbl [Tenuc. ’

— Tpuanckomy TpoHy He Ipo3HT HHKaKasi ONacHOCTb... —
JApOXallUHM T'0JIOCOM AOTOBOPWJ MHHHCTP.

— Munuctp! §I xxe nprkasan BaM Monuath! — KpHKHYJ
MMMepaTop H 3aTpSICCA MeJKOM APOXbIO HEeCKpbIBAaeMOro
HerofoBaHHsA. PoyaHH3 NpHOGAM3WJICA K UMMepaTopy, CTa-
pasicb KaK-TO YCMOKOWTb H 06e30macHTb ero, HO TOT Mnpo-
TeCTYIOllle MaXHyJl pyKoM.

TpukaTaga U3nana 3ByK, NoXoxHH Ha Tpesb. Kaxercs,
oHa cMessach. [ToBennTesbHHLA TPAKOB C HHTEpecoM mo-
cmoTpesa Ha Ilenuca.

— Tak MoxeT OblTb, Mbl OGCYAHM, HAacCKOJbKO Jeecrno-
co6eH Ball WMrepaTop?

— O, Bawe BeauuecTBo, — TOHKO YJBIGHYJCH el
Bangosep, — 3To Mosrosoit yaap. YacTHuHoe HapylleHHe
(GYHKLUHI KOpbl TOJIOBHOTO MO3ra...

[Tenyc BHHMaTeJbHO MOCMOTPEJ Ha CBOEro MHHHCTPA,
HHYEro He CKasal M OTBEpHYJCH.

— Bawe BennuyectBo, — obpaTHaach K Hemy TpukaTa-
. Aa, — paccuMTbIBaeTe JiH Bbl B GiiHXKalililee BpeMsi BePHYTh-
cA Ha TpOH?

— A A 4 He NOKHOan ero, — rpOMKO OTBETHJI HMMepa-
TOp, H BeCb ero NMOAKOLIeHHbIH 60JIe3HbI0 XapaKkTep OTpa-
3HJICS B 3THX cioBax. — Bousee Toro, s npeaynpexpaaio Bac,
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_KoposieBa TpHKaTaga, 4To Jio6ble AeHCTBHSA, NpeanpHHs-
Thle BalleH CTOPOHOH H HHMKaK He OTpa)KeHHble B HalleM
jporoBope, 6YAYT pacleHeHbl MHOI KaK Hauajlo BOEHHbIX
nedictBuit. — Ero senenble raasa BcnbiXHYAH. Sanbep TH-
XOHbKO uenHyaa Jxkeky:

— ITocmoTpu-Ka, a Ilenuc HHUYTb He Goutcs TpHkara-
Jibl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHa MOXKeT PacCNpPaBHTbCA C HHM!

— ¥ Hero HeT ApYroro BbIXOAa, — TakK XKe THXO OTBETHJ
I>xex. — Tol Benb 3Haellb, YTO TPaKH He BepAT PaHeHbIM
H cjabbiM, a TakKe GepyT MJeHHbIX!

— B ToM ciiyyae, ecsiH He HaMOJHSIOT HX TeJaMH CBOH

Knagosble! — yTouHHsna aubep. — Ilocaywai, a 4yTo
cobupaetcs genatb Kpok?
— Ioka 51 He yBepeH... — J)kek nocMoTpeJs Ha MHJOC-

na. Kaxercs, cefiyuac MegBeab MNomoral TpaKHaHCKOMY
NnepeBOAUHKY aJeKBaTHO BOCMPOM3BECTH BbICKa3bIBaHHSA
Jiofei. A MHTepecHo, 3HaloT Jau T'yayn uau Tpukarana,
Kak GaHu3ko nogoien Kpok k ToMy, 4To6Gbl npepBaTh CBO¥
BbIHYXEHHBI# c0I03 ¢ XykKaMH? Eciu 6bl He BoccTaHMe
yoKepoB, ckopee Bcero ceityac Kpoka He 6bu10 6bl cpeau
TPaKoB.

JIXKeK B3JOXHYN H cTaJ caylaTth yBepeHHs Tpuka-
Tajbl B caMblX 006pbix HaMepeHHsx. OHa pacckasbiBasia
Ilenucy, KakHe Mepbl co6HpaeTcs NPHHATb B GJHXKal-
llee BpeMs. B ee TOHe CKBO3HJIO MpPeBOCXOACTBO H
npeHe6pexxeHHe. -A MoxeT ObiTh, lllTopMy TosNBKO Ka-
3aJ10Ch?

TpHkaTaga 3aKOHYHJA CBOIO peub H MNOBepHYyJach K
JxeKky:

— A Bbl, pbllapb, YTO Bbl BBIICHHJH O MpoMnaBLieM
yesoBeke?

I[TpsaMonHHeliHOCTb Bonpoca BhiBesa llITopma M3 ce6s.
OH Kauwssuya:
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— Bawe BesnuecTBo, 3Ta HHOPMaLHA CTPOro KoHdH-
JeHUHaJbHa, K TOMY e Sl NMPHUBLIK AOKJaAblBaTh TOJIbKO
cBOeMYy HauajabCcTBY. B TOT MOMeHT, Korga s mpoBepsJ
rnokKasaHHs NpHGOpOB, y MeHs ObuIM NpobJeMbl C dHepro-
o6ecrneyeHHeM, TaK UTO MHE YAaJOCh BbISICHHTb [aJleko He
Bce. UTo ke kacaeTtcs Ceatoro Kanauua, To s onpenesieHHO
MOry CKasaTb, YUTO OH OTIPaBHJICSl Ha MOHCK aT-dapeJios,
Hajgesicb HaWTH C HHMH KOHTAaKT H TNPOBECTH MHpHbLIe
neperoBopbl. Kak OH y3Han, uto aT-hapensl NpuUOYyAyT Ha
KapoH, ocTaetcs ragaTb, HO y MeHSl eCTb JOCTaTOYHO
HAHHBIX JJISI TOTO, 4TOOLl OMpefesIiTh TO MeCTO, Ha KOTO-
poM oH 6GecciiefHO HcYe3, a 3HAYMT, AOCTATOYHO JAHHBIX
IJIsl TOrO, 4TOGbLlI HauyaThb MOHCKH.

— IleperoBopbl ¢ aT-papenamu... — 3aqyMUHBO MPOH3-
Hecna Tpukataga. — A mias uero emy 3To HyxHo? OH
NOJIYYHJI CTaTyC TOCJaHHHKA c Baweil Jerkoit pyku, Ile-
nuc? YTo Xe Bbl TaM 3aiymann?

J>xek mocMmoTpes Ha WMmepaTopa.

— IMocayuwaiite, LTopm, — pasapakeHHO NMPOCTPEKoO-
taa ['ysyn. — Baw umnepaTop M Ball MHHHCTP MPOCAIT Hac
BbIAENMTb Kopabab ans cnaceHus Cestoro Kaauua. Ho
Bellb 3a BCe Ha CBeTe HYXXHO MJIaTHTb! — OH 3aTpeluan
CBOHMH NMaHUMPHLIMH KPBUILSIMH H CTaJl MOXOX Ha CKa3ou-
HOro cepauTOro >Kyka. — KoHeuHo, i He HMel0 B BHAY
6poHekoctioMm. OpyxHe — 3TO NMORapOK MOeH KOpOJeBbl.

J>)kek XMypo MocMOTpeJsl Ha reHepalja:

— KcraTtH, MHe oueHb XoTesioch Gbl y3HaTh — @ Kak OHO
nonano K BaM? Mbl BeAb COIO3HHMKH, a 3HAYUT, MOXeM
o6MeHHBaTbCsl HHpopmauuei!

— Jxkek! I)xkek! — nonbiTajicsi ycnokoutb ero Banpo-
Bep. B pasrosop- Bmelwanach TpHKkaTana:

— 10 BrIOJIHE yMecCTHblH BOMpoc, — 3aMeTHJ/1a OHa. —
Mbl u3yyanu yuiep6, HaHeCeHHbIH aT-apesaMH JaJibHUM
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MHpaM. B uMcsio 3THX MHPOB BXOAHT H BOCCTaHaBJ/IHBae-
mas ceituac nnanera Kapon. Tak BoT, B aTMochepe Kapona
MBI O6GHapPY>XHJH He6OJbLIYIO KOCMHUECKYIO JIOAKY ¢ 60J1b-
woro Kpeicepa yokepoB. BHyTpu KancyJbl He 6bl10 HHue-
ro, Kpome Bawero 6poHeKocTioMa. KcraTH, aToT nycroit
GpOHEKOCTIOM MNbITAJCsl 3allMLIATLCSI, HO ero Heprosamnac
6bla Ha Mcxome. MunucTp Banactep, s xotesa 6bl y3HaTh,
royemy rpynna yoxkepoB OKasajlaCb TaK Aa/leKo OT cBoeil
poanol naaHeTbi? Mbl BCTpeyasHCb € NOCJefOBaTe/sIMH
Cesitoro KannuHa M Bcerga Haxoauau oGlui s3bik. Bep-
Hee... o6liHe HHTepech... M1 MBI, H OHH ob6paliaeM GoJiblioe
BHHMaHHe Ha 3aJleXXM HOpLHTa.

MHUHHCTpP B3JOXHYJ:

— Boilock, KoposeBa TpukaTana, UTo yOKepoB COBCEM
He uHTepecyeT Hopuut. Ckopee, OHM NpeAnoysu Gbl
pa3pabGoTKy 30J10Ta -HJIH MJAaTHHBI, Bellb B YeJOBEYECKHX
MHpax CHpoc Ha HOPUHT coBceM He BeJHK. CKopee
BCEro, HOPLUHTOBble MECTOPOX/AEHHS BO MHOTHX CJy4YasX
HaXOAMJHCh PSAOM ¢ packonkaMHu. Beab yokeprl B 60Jb-
WIHHCTBE CBOEM — apXeoJiord, H GoJblue BCEro Ha cBeTe
MX HMHTepecyloT HHonjaHeTHbie apeBHocTH! Banacrep
COeAMHHJI 32 CMIHHOH PYKH W CTaJ NpoXa)MBaTbecs B3aj-
Bnepen no 3aay. CTpaHHO, HO CBOe€l0 MO30H H CBOMMH
MaHepaMH OH OYeHb HallOMHHaJl TPaKHMaHCKOro reHepaJa
Fysyaal

Tpukaraga HaknoHuAach K Kpoky H HeckonbKo MHHYT
O YeM-TO CTpeKoTaslia C HWM, NMOTOM — BBIIPSMHJIAChE H
nocMotpesia Ha Jioged. Ee rony6oBaThie XHTHHOBbIE LLHT-
KH CBEPKHYJIH 3arajo4HblM CBETOM.

— Ecnn yokepbl He 3auHTepecoBaHbI B pa3paGoTKax
HOpLHTA, NIOYeMYy OHH TaK 4acCTO CHOPAT C HaMH O TOM, KTO
6ynet pa3pabaThiBaTh ouepefHylo XHay? ¥ moToM... Kak
3HaTb, MOXeT ObITh, H C aT-apesaMH OHH FOBOPAT O TOM
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Xe? A ecsiH 3TO Tak, TO AJIS Yero HaMm MOMOraThb TeM, KTO
OPYXXMT C HallHMH BparaMu?

— Tako#l e Bompoc Mbl MOXeM 3afaTh H BaM, =
TBepno otBeTHJa IlTopm.

T'ysyn noa6exkall K HeMy H BO3MYIUEHHO MpPOKpHYaJ:

— He 3a6niBaiiTech, Mo MHJBIH! Bl — Bcero JHlIb
cosipat, a GepeTe Ha ce6s cMeJIOCTb OTBeyaTb 3a Balllero
uMmnepatopa? Bosee Ttoro! CBouMH peuaMH Bbl OTBaXKHBa-
eTecb JocaxaaTh MoeH kopoJsieBe! Tak 3HaiiTe ke, i He
notepro ockop6yienuii! 4 Bac u Tak yxe BAOBOJIb HacJsy-
wasnces!

BanpaoBep 4TO-TO HcnyraHHO 3a60pMOTaJ H CTaJl H3BH-
unthes. Tenepan Tyayn nuixten. Jxexk casuuyn 6pos. OH
3HaJ, YTO MOXKeT I0CJ/Ie[]lOBaTh 32 3TOI0 BCNBILUKONH TPaKH-
aHcko# sipoctH. OH oGepHyJiCs W MaxHyJ pykod PoysHH-
3y. ToT KMBHYJ M NpHABHHYJicS nobaxxe kK Ilenucy — B
No60# MOMEHT philiapb GblJI FOTOB 3alUUTHTb CBOEro HMIe-
paropa.

Ixxek ckocus B3rasiA Ha [lenuca, a notom o6patHics
Kk Tpukarage:

— ¥V niopeli ¥ TpakoB pa3Hble KOHUENUHH OTHOLIEHHS
K BaacTH. TpakHaHcKasi KopoJieBa fiBJisieTCsl €JHHCTBEH-
HOM nJIoJOoBHTOH caMKoM Ha Bcio TpakuaHckywo Jlury.
Ha Heii NOJIHOCTBIO JIe2KHT OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 HPOAOJI-
JKeHWe pojia, ¥ NOo3TOMY NMOAYHHEHHble ee 060XKeCcTBJA-
10T. OTBeTCTBEHHOCTb Mepef, YeJoBeuecTBOM HMIeparo-
pa Tlenxca 3HauHMTesJIbHO HHXKe, BHAMMO, MO3TOMY €ro
nogYMHeHHble HHOTAAa o6pallualoT BHHMaHHe Ha OLUHGKH
HMIepaTopa.

TpukaTaja H3fgana pes3KHH LIEAYOK, pacKpblja CBOH
panyxHble MOAKPBUIbS H 3aKphblla HMH cebsi M Bcex TeX,
KTO HaxoiuJics PSIOM C TPOHOM. Dnubep BOCTOPXKEHHO
axHyJsa:
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— Kak kpacuBo! A s fa)ke He 3Hajla, YTO Yy Hee eCTb
TakHe WTYKH!

— § Toxe 3TOrO He 3HaJ, — yAHBJeHHO cKa3saJ llTopMm
M 3ac/loHHJ1 DanbGep OT BO3MOXHOIO HamafieHHs] TPaKOB.
KaxeTcs, 3ameuaHue, oTnyuieHHoe MM B aapec [lenmca,
o6Hfles1o KopoJieBy TpaKoB... KoHeuHo XKe, NPOH3HOCS 3TY
peub, OH coBceM He MOAyMaJ O TOM, uTo TpHKaraja He
crnoco6Ha MOPOAHTbL APYTryl0 MJIOKOBHTYIO caMKy!

TFeHepan I'y3y.n MOYTHTeNIbHO CKJIOHHJCS Y HOT KOpO-
JIeBbHI.

CuHuit ot crpaxa Banactep rHeBHO B3rVIIHYJ Ha
ltopma:

— Krto-To nonkeH 6yner 3a 3To 3anaaTHTh! — npoiuu-
neJsl OH.

JIXkeK KHBHYJI

— KoHeuyHo. 3T0 6blJI0 MOEH OMJIOWIHOCTBLIO, TaK MyCTh
yx T'yayn oTeirpaetcs Ha MoeH LIKype. '

Korga Tysyn nogHsjcs € KojJleH H HOCMOTpel Ha
HItopmMa c BeipaxkeHHeM sipocTH, Kpok caesan war Bnepen.
Anubep nosoxkuAa pykKy Ha niaeuo LlITopMa M THXO monpo-
CHJa:

— He Hapo!

— {1 nomxeH, danbep! — ek JJacKOBO MOCMOTpeJ Ha
Hee. — IToHMMaelb, OHH AafyT HaM KopaG/b M CHapsixe-
HHe TOJIbKO B TOM CJyyae, ecqH GYyNyT yBepeHbl, YTO M
NOCTaTOYHO CHJLHB JJIsi TOro, uTOoGhl HOGHTbCS CBoero!
Kax Tbl pymaewn, nouemy TpHkaTapga 6naroBosut K Kpo-
Ky? OHa 3HaeT, YTO OH He CMOT MOJIHOCTbIO NepPeHTH Ha MX
cropoHy. Tpakn mpesupaloT ciabhix.

— Tsl He cMoXewb nMoGeauTb ero Ges GpOHEKOCTIO-
ma! — saxpunen Ilenuc, ¢ TpyAOM NOLHHMasACh Ha CBOeH
KpoBaTH. MiMnepaTop MrHoBeHHO yTpaTHJ Goipoe cocTos-
HHe [lyXa, CheXXHJcsi H mobeJed.
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PoysnH3, Kak 3X0, MOBTOPHJ CJIOBa HMMeparopa:

— KomaHnaup, 3to camoy6uiictso!

B ux pasroBop BMmeluajscsi Kpok:

— Mo poporo#i apyr J>kek, Most KopoJieBa ockopGsieHa
BaluMM 3ameyaHHeM. ['eHepan I'yaynm Gpocaer Bam Bhi3oB!

LITopM KHBHYJ: '

— Ha, Kpok. { yxe nousa sto. S npuHnHMaio ero.

Mmuiocell HakJIOHHJICS K caMoMmy yxy Lltopma:

— Bbl HaHecau TouHbl yaap. KoposeBa Goures, uTo
Bbl 3HaeTe NpPHuUMHY ee caMoro ray6okoro creiga. Uro
Kacaercs I'y3yJna, Tak OH He YCHOKOHTCSH [0 TeX Mop, Nnoka
Bbl He OygeTe MepTBbl, HO i He AyMaio, yTo TpHKaTapga
cnoco6Ha JOBECTH [esio A0 KPOBOMPOJHTHS.

LIITopM KHBHYJ:

— CkaxH UM, 4TO 51 BOIOIO 3a yecTb [lenxca TOYHO Tak
e, KaK ¥ 3a CBOI0 co6cTBeHHYI0. Belb KopoJieBa cunTaer,
YTO MMIMepaTOp CAHIUKOM cnab AJs TOro, uTo6bl NPaBHTHL
CTpaHoM. ’

Muaocell B3LOXHYJ:

— Uto genathb... Thl Xe Xopouio 3Haelwwb ee, Ixek! —
NOTOM CAeJiaj luar Hasaf M cTan Gersio roBOpUTh € Tpaka-
MH Ha HX f3bIKe.

I'ysyn 3apriyan. Kpok moxkan njeuaMd ¥ 4TO-TO emy
oTBeTHJ. Dnubep cxBaThia lllTopma 3a pyky:

— Jxex! Uro nponcxomut? £ xouy sHaTh, KOraa Mbl
oTClofa BhiGepemcs!

HltopM ycMexHyJicsi:

— IloiiMu, ecan y Hac HeT NpaBa Ha CaMOYyTBepXje-
HHe, Mbl HHCKOJIbLKO He OTJIHYaeMcfi OT 3aKJIIOYeHHLIX.
Banactep Mo)eT CKOJIbKO YrogHo MoOAcCJallaTh 3Ty CHTya-
LIH10, HO OH He jacT HaM Kopa6Jisi Ajif Toro, 4tobhl OTNpa-
BHTbcSl Ha moHckd KanuHa, u He BepHet [lenuca B Manb-
TEHCKHH ABOpell.
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Banposep noa6exan k kposaTH [lenuca u ckionu/acA
Hal HMM, KakK rposoBoe 06J1aKo:

— OHH He MOCMelOT NPHYHHHTL HaM HHKaKoro Bpe-
fa! — 37106HO MpoluHMnes OH.

IItopm rpomko 3acMesiics. ['yaysn o6GepHysics H yAWB-
JIGHHO MocMOTpeJ Ha phillaps. OH IBHO He MOHHMaJ, O YeM
TaKOM MOTYT CMesITbCAl JIIOAH B CaMblif pasrap KpHusuca.

— EauncTBeHHBIt cnoco6 nobuThes yBaXKeHHs Tpa-
Ka, — Jl)kex TBeplo mocmoTpesa B raasa I'ysyna, — 3To
BbIGUTL Y Hero yBa)KeHHe CHJIOH.

[ysyn otsen ot lliTopMa rsiasa u cTan 4To-TO 6HICTPO-
6bicTpo roBopHTh Kpoky. Musoceu HepBHHYan M BO3pa-
)KaJl XKYKY, HO TOT He corJjaiuaJjcsi 4 Tpewan cBoe. Ilxek
CMOKOIHO Habuslogan 3a 3Toi GypHoit cueHoH. HakoHel,
Kpok pasBepuyscsi, nocmoTpen Ha Llltopma u o6bsiBHA:

— BbizoB npuHAT. ['y3ysn npeasaraeT noeqHHOK OOHH
Ha OOMH.

daubep pBaHyJach BHepefi H Herogyiolle 3aTpscJsa
BOJIOCAMH:

— Hy yx net! Tonbko He Ha Takux ycJsioBHsAx! Benp
Jixek 6eaopyxeH! '

Kpox BHHMaTesIbHO MOCMOTpeEJ Ha Hee, MOTOM CKa3saJ:

— MuHyTOuKy, nean! — 1 nosepHysacsa k I'yayny. Onu
OnATHL 0 YeM-TO 3aule6eTassH, NOTOM MeABeaAb FPOMKO 06bS-
BHJI:

— HlrtopmM, kak H nogobaet peiuapio, 6yset B 6poHe-
KocTioMe, a reHepan I'yayn — B TpPaKHaHCKHX Jla3epHbIX
HapyKaBHHKaXx.

J>xkek cobpancsi ¢ MblcasiMH. Ero HoBblif 6poHeKOCTIOM
ceffyac 3apsixaJcs, a 3HaYHT, OH HHKaK He MOT MM BoOC-
no/sb3oBaThcsl. TakHM o06pasoM, eAHHCTBHHOe OpYXHe,
KOTOPLIM OH B JaHHbLIH MOMEHT pacroJjiaraj, — 3TO ero
crapblit 6poHeckadaHap. BponeckadaHap, 3aparieHHbIH
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MHJI0CcCKHM Gepcepkepom! Ikek B3gporny.. Ha nero Haxasl-
HyJH BocnoMHHaHHsA o ITecuanbix BoitHax. ¥ Hero He 6bli10
HHKaKoOro XeJiaHHsi HaleBaTb Ha ce6si HHGHUHpPOBaHHBIH
6poHeKocTIOM!

Kpok nopowen k LITopMy H MOHH3HJA roJoc:

— Tebe cnenyeT Hcrnosb30BaTh TBOE CTapoe OPYXHe,
Hxek! IIpyroro Bapuanta y Te6s HeT. A Tenepb nocJsyuai
MeHs BHUMaTeJsbHO. 51 3Haio cekpeT HopuuTa. Tpaku easT
ero B BHJie NMOPOLUKa, YTO6bl YKpPeNnHTbh CBOH NaHUHpH. TBoe
cTapoe OpyXHe IMOKPLITO HOPUMTOBOH MueHKoH. Tysyay
6yneT oueHb TPYAHO pasrisifeTh Te6Gsl BO BpeMs MOEAHHKA.
EmMy Bce Bpems OymeT Ka3aTbCsl, YTO Nepel HHM CTOMT
JPYyroit Tpax.

Musocely BHHMaTesibHO nocMoTpea Ha Hero. Jxkek
KHBHYJI. OH cpa3y »Xe INOHSJ BCIO CEpbe3HOCThb TOrO, 0 YeM
eMy ToJIbKO 4To coo6wua Kpok. Borpoc 6bl1 B apyrom —
HaCKOJIbKO OH MOXeT foBepsTb MeaBeato? Kpok oTolues ot
‘IlItopma u npucoeaunuacs k Tpukatape, 'ysyay u cro-
sIleMy psIIOM MajleHbKOMY He3aMeTHOMY TPYTHIO.

Pasnnuust Mexxay cny»e6HbIMH TPYTHSIMH W TpaKaMH-
BOMHaMH cpa3dy 6pocaJjiich B rila3a, HO TPaKH HCKYCCTBEH-
HO TofJiep>KHBaJIH 3TH pas3jHuds. TOT >Ke HOPUHUT OHH
Hayalu ynotpebJsiTb B MUILY AJA TOro, 4To6bl YBeJHYHTb
pasHHLY MeXAY HHM3LIHM H BbICLUMM COCJOBHSIMH H CbeJH
TaKoe KOJIHYeCTBO 3TOr0 MeTallyla, YTO €ro XBaTHJO Gbl Ha
Hy>xabl Bcero JlomuHHoHa M Tpuasckoro TpoHa Ha MHOro
JIeT Bhepen.

Ho xak Kpok cmor 06 aTtoM y3HaTb? J[)KeK NMOMHHJI
TOJIbKO OJHOr0 ueJjioBeKa, HaXOASLIEerocsi BHe MNpejesioB
TpaknaHcKoi JIMrH H pacnoJaraioliero TakiMH cBefleHH-
ssMH. MatepaaH... Ho kceHo6HoJor 6Ll HafleXXHO CripsATaH
cpenu 3eneHbix PyGaiuek. MajieHbkHH uesioBeuek npoBel
cpead TPaKoB ABaAUaTh JieT, H ¢ Tex nop, kak llTopm
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BBHITALUMJ ero U3 nieHa, TpHKaTana HeyCTaHHO pa3bICKHBa-
na 6ersieua. Fimenno MaTtepaaH Koraa-to pacckasan Lltop-
My, nodeMy TPaKH CTa/JiH CTOJIb BOHHCTBEHHBIM MJeMe-
HeM, — y HHX He OblJIO IeTOPOAHbIX CAMOK, KpOMe MOHbIHE
3ApaBCcTBYIoLIeH KopoJieBbl TpuKaTaghl, U MO3TOMY OHH B
OTYasIHHBIX MOMBITKaX MNPOMJHTL C)uUleCTBOBaHHe CBOEro
polla, 3aBOeBbIBalM BCe HOBble M HOBble TJIaHETHl AJIS
BbiBeleHHSl JIHUHHOK.

JI>)keK OTOABHHYJ B CTOPOHY D/IHGep H Bblllles] Briepen.
TpukaTama Bce elle JepXajla CBOH panyXHble KpblIbs
OTKPBITBIMH.

— $1 Bocnosb3yloCb [JaHHOH MHe BO3MOXHOCTHIO H
nocrapaloch MnokasaTb co6CTBeHHyI0 XpabpocTb. — Jxek
nocMoTpes Ha KopoJseBy. [oBopuTb Gbo TpyaHo. lliTopM
BCe ellle He MOT HalTH PaBHOBECHA MeXAY <«MOJIOAbIM»
J>xekoM H «cTapbiM» Jlxkekom. MIX peakuuH Ha mpoHcxo-
Isillee GbIH cOBeplleHHO pasanuHbl. Mosogoro Jxeka
BOJIHOBaJla M MaHHWJa BO3MOXHOCTb CPa3HTbCH C reHepa-
aom TI'ysynom, HO OH oueHb 6OsJICSI CBOEro CTaporo opy-
xkua. Crapoiit JIXkeK NPUXOAMJ B y»Kac OT NpeAcToslleH
Lyaau, HO noJiHocTbio Aosepsis Boyru. IToka B HeM 6opo-
JIMChb fABe ero MNoJIOBHHLEI, OH BHHMaTeJbHO Habmogan 3a
KopoJieBoii. Ee Teslo 3aMeTHO pacroJiHeJio H NyJbCHpOBa-
Jo. 3HaUyHT, OHa oMNATh 6blIa MepernosHeHa AHUAMH.

MoxxeT 6bITb, naaHeTe MasbTeH CyXXIeHO CTaTb elle
OfHUM necyaHbIM MupoM? [TecuaHoit nycTbiHeH, THLIEHHOM
3ejleHH W BOAH? BriosHe BO3MOXHO, YTO BCe TaK H Npo-
H3OHAECT, ec/i¥ ceHyac OHHM ClesaloT OWHOKY M He CMOTyT
'y6enHTb TPaKoB B COOGCTBEHHOH CMOCOGHOCTH YNpaBJIATHb
Tpuanckum TpoHoM. B o6wem-To, BbIGOp Gbll coeslaH AaB-
HO — Besb [lenyc BCTYMHJ B COK3 C HX JPEBHHUM BparoM.
Koxa Ha ropJse KopoJsiebl pacnyxsa. Ona nocMoTtpesia Ha
HItopma:
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— Ecau B aToM noeauHke noGeauTe Bbl, JloGuMelt
IMenuca, Mbl 6yfieM NpHAEp>KUBaTLCSI BCeX CTaTeH Hallero
COI03HOTrO [0FOBOpa, AafMM BaM Hall caMblii GbICTPHIA
Kopa6Jib aas nouckoB Cesatoro Kanumna u cHabauMm skcre-
OULMIO BceM Heo6xoauMbiM. Ecau ke noGemuT renepan
Tysys, Mbl GyleM BecTH AJHHHbIE H TsXeJble NeperoBopkl
0 HaueM o6uieM GyaylueM.

— Kak Tbl ce6s uyBcTByewb? — DinbGep ¢ TpeBoro
cMoTpena Ha Jlxeka.

J>kek B3OXHYJI, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOAHLIA MOT
BHICTYMIHJ Y Hero Ha J6y, KOra OH 3aKphll BCe LIBbI
6poHeKoCTIOMa H XKeJjleo6pasHas cy6cTaHLHA Noj Ha3BaHH-
eM Boyru ycrpousachk y Hero Ha iuee.

— Bce B nopsinke! — GypkHys OH.

dnnbep c cOMHeHHEM MOKauyaJja roJIoBOM:

— 3naelb, a Thl He OYEHb XOPOWIO BHIMISAAHILL!

OH nonaBuJ oCTpoe KeJlaHHe copBaThb ¢ cebs1 6poHec-
Kadanap. Ero paccynok 6opoJsicsi TpOTHB HEro camoro.

— §I Tepsilo pa3ym, — THXO CKa3saJj OH.

DuinGep J1aCKOBO NOrJIafiuJa ero no pykaBy GpoHecKa-
anpgpa:

— Ilocrapatica nponepxaTtbest! OT 9TOro 3aBHCHT OUYeHb
MHoroe!

OH KHBHYJI.

«Boccls — KpukHyn moBosbHblN Boyrn. Mix uyscTBa
CMAMCH APYr ¢ apyrom, ¥ llTopM ollyTHs NMpHAHB pajo-
CTHOHM 3HepruHu, WCXoAsillied OT ero KomnanboHa. H o
ecny Boyru He 6Bt MHNTOCCKHM
6epcepKepoM KeM Xe TOrjga oH 6 b a?

«fl — yKkasaTeJbHBIHi CTONG, — OTBETHJIO CYIUECTBO.
A — pmopora K KajuHy W K HCTHHe».

— 51 pomxeH ApaThcA Kak caepyeT, — cKasan Jkek.

Dnubep mpHxKaNach K HeMy:
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— IMocaywaii, Beab oH Tebs 3a)kapHT! — OHa omacJ/iHBO
nokocHJsach Ha Iysyna.

topM KHBHY.:

— Jla, HO ToJbKO B TOM Cjlyyae, ecjqH y Hero GymeT
Takoi waHc. Tl agymaewsb, uto Kpox o6MaHbiBan MeHS,
KOrja 3acTaBisJsl HaeBaTb cTzphiii 6poHekoctioM? Her,
cKopee BCEro — HeT, Bellb OH 3aHHTEpPeCOBaH B TOM, YTOOH
cBanuTh ['yayna kak npaBylo pyky Tpukaraasi. 1 He Mory
06BbACHHTB, NMoyeMy, — HO 51 Bepio Kpoky.

J>xek BAes pyKH B pyKaBa GpPOHEKOCTIOMa H OLULYTHJ
Jlerkoe NMOKaJibiBaHHe B 3aMscTbAX. 3HaYHT, ¢ 3Heproobec-
. MeyeHHeM y Hero ObLI MOJHLIH Mopsiaok. dnanbep noaasna
emy uniem. LlITopm Hamen ero W 3arepMeTH3WpOBaJl.

BHewnH# Mup, KOTOpHIH HoMmKeH 6bl1 6bl cTaTb yaa-
JIEHHBIM OT Hero, cllejiajicsl ellle sipye W KpacouHee — 3TO
€ro opraHbl YyBCTB COEAHHMJHCb C OpraHaMH 4yyBcTB Bo-
yru. OH mocmoTpesn Ha DaHbep — KaKOW NpeKpPacHOH H
pONHOH MOKasajacb OHAa eMYy B 3TOT MOMeHT!

— He BosHy#ica, —_cka3an oH eir. — §I rortoB K
noeauHky. [oToB Tak, Kak He OblJ roTOB ellle HHKOrAA.
Tlo3Bonb MHe MOWTH.

— Xopouo, — oHa oT6pocHJIa C JIHLA CBOH NMYUIHCTbie
sosiocul. — [ToMHH, J>KeK, uTo 6bl HH CJYyUYHJIOCH, 1 BCeraa
6yny nomoraTb TeGe.

Ona cMoTpeJia Ha Hero cepbe3Ho H cobpaHHo. TakHMH
e o6f3aTesNbHBIMH ObliK W ee csaoBa. Jl)Kek 3HaJj, 4TO
ecaH dnubep Npou3Hecs]a HX, TO, NMOKa oHa GyAeT XKHBA,
OHa He OTCTYMHTCA OT cka3aHHoro. OH oTaan daubep
YyecTb W TNMOBepHYJCS.

[enepan Tysyn ctosn Bosne cBOeH KOpoOJeBbl.

— 51 y6b10 ero! — TOp¥cCTBEHHO 3asBMJI OH.

— Yro x! — npo6opmorana Tprukatana. — He ckpoto,
4YTO 3TO [AOCTaBHT MHe yaoBosbcTBHe! f xouy, uTOGBI
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ManbTeH npHHapjexkan HaM. Co BpeMeHeM 3TOT COI0O3
cTa/i 0O6peMeHHTe/IbHbIM, — OHa NOIVIaAKJa LLynanbLeo6pasHylo
KOHe4yHOCTh reHepajia. — Korna 6ynewb 6opotbes ¢ ke-
KOM, CTapaiicsi HAaHOCHTb ero OpY>XHIO KaK MOXHO 6oJblie
nospexkaeHui. Beap Temepb Mbl 3HaeM HCTHHHYIO LEHY
ckadanapa! Ecau Mbl 6yaeM npaBH/bHO o6palllaThCfi C
focrexaMH, OHH NMpHBeAyT Hac B JIOrOBO Hallero CTapHH-
HOro Bpara, ¥ Mbl HaKOHelL-TakH CMOXXeM pacnpaBHTbCS C
aT-¢apesiamH.

T'yayn 3aMep oT npHKocHoBeHHsI KopoJeBbl. Ee Teso
6siecTeso OT 3pelolMX B HeM JHYHHOK. HoBoe noromcTBO
TpakoB — ero pa6oTa. A ec/iH YdecTb, YTO M3 ThHICAY
Bbi3peBalOMX B TpHKaTale SIHL OJHO MOXeT OKa3aTbCl
cnaceHWeM AJis BCero MX Hapoaa...

— {1 6yny ctapaTbcs, MOst KopoJsieBa! — HeXXHO mponen
OH.

TpHKaTaga KHBHYJa:

— A a... 1 6yny BHHMaTeJIbHO C/eHTb 32 MOEeJHHKOM.

* % %

M3 rpysosoro oTceka BhiHecaH Bce JaulHee. [Ty6-
JIHKa TOJINUJIach BBepXYy, Ha MaJleHbKHX G6aJIKOHUMKaXx,
NpUCNOCOGNEHHbIX A HYXA MexaHHKoB. [lemuc Bep-
TeJici B cBoell KpoBaTH. Daubep MOJIOKHJIA PYKY eMy
Ha nJaeyo. [Ineyo okasajocb XOJIOOHBIM, W OHa cpa3sy
Xe noTpe6GoBasa JOMOJIHHTE/bHOE TEepMOOAesso H Mmo-
NpocHJa YCHJMTb Hab/llOfeHHe 3a COCTOSHHEM 3/0po-
Bbfl MMIlepaTopa.

Anubep 6Gbla BHHOBaTa B TOM, 4YTO MPOH30ULIO C
IMenucoM, ¥ ecau 6bl OHa MOrJIAa MCKYNHTb CBOIO BHHY
LeHOI0 cO6CTBEHHOM X>XH3HH, OHa caenana 6bl 3TO, He
3afymbiBasicb. 3a Bce BpeMs HX o6ueHHs Ilenuc HH
pasy He BbiCKasa/Jl HH CTpaxa, HH N0J03peHHS MO OTHO-
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LIeHHIO K Hell, H 3TO ee Tporajso. MMnepaTop moxJonan
ee Mo pyke:

— Bl ellle caMWKoOM cllaGul 4151 TaKHX pa3BJjlieYeHHH U
JIOJI)KHBl HaXO#HTbcst lomMa! — BOpUNIHBO cKa3ana daubep.
Jlns aTOro yesoBeKa, KOTOPHIH OJITHe FOAbl GblJI ee Bparom
H BparoM JIkeka, y Hee HaXONHJIMCb CJIOBA COYYBCTBHS H
)KanoctH. Ecian 6b Ha Mecte Ilennca 6bin Banacrep,
dnubep, KaxkeTcs, pa3opBaja Gbl ero Ha MeJiKHe KYCKH.
STo 6bIJI0 HEOXMHAAHHO M CTPaHHO, HO OHA NMOHAJA, YTO
uenJyisieTcsl 3a HeNoKoJeGHMYIO YBepeHHOCTb, HCXOASLLYIO
ot Ilenuca.

-= JlxeK 3HaeT 0 Tpakax GoJblue, YeM O XHBBIX JIIOAAX,
OKpyXKalouHx ero! — BeceJoO CKa3aj HMNepaTop H He
3aMeTHJI MpayHOro B3rJfia, GPOLIEHHOrO Ha HEero MHHH-
ctpoM. — ITocMOTpH, NMOCMOTpPH, OHH YyXXe BbILIJIH Ha Mo-
mocr!

Jlna sputeseli, co6paBlUHXca HaBepXy, 06a NPOTHBHH-
Ka He MOTepsJH HH B pocTe, HH B CBoe6pa3Holi BOMHCTBEH-
HOH TrpauMO3HOCTH, KOrga OHH, MOJOHAS ApPYr K ApYyry,
3aKPY>XHJMCh B TaHle peluaiolleli GHTBHI.

Aaubep cxaa'r'H‘JlaCb sa-nieqo [lenuca. OHa He 3Haxa,
CMOXEeT JIH JOCTaTOYHO GLICTPO HaHeCTH YAap, eciau e
noHago6urtca crnactd xH3Hb lltopma. OHa BooGliEe He
3Ha/la, CMOXET JIH CHJIOH CO6CTBEHHOM MBICAH YOHTb Tpa-
Ka — HaCTOJIbKO YY>XHMH H HeNpHSATHbIMH BCerja Kasajucb
el 3TH XykH. OHa cMoTpesa To Ha JIxkeKa, To Ha ['ysyna
H noyeMy-To AyMaJa, YTO yXK eCJiH CerofHs OoHa H HaHeceT
110 KOM-TO YAap, TaK 3THM CYaCTIHBYHKOM OoKaxkeTcs Bah-
noBep.

BanacTep Kak Gbl yC/IbILIaN €€ MbICAH — OH CKOCHJ Ha
Hee CBOM YepHBI} I/1a3, yCMeXHYJICS MPOTHBHLIMH TOJICTHI-
MH ry6aMH u npo6opmMoTaJ:

— § Xenawo ynauyu BalleMy phiuapio, Jegu!
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Aanbep npe3pHTebHO (PLIPKHYJA H ONATH NOCMOTpeNa
Ha pUHr. PoysnnH3 nogolen mo6auxKe K Heil H Toxe cral
BHHMaTeJIbHO CJIEAHTb 3a MPOHCXOAALIHM BHH3Y.

J>xek nospoaua ['ysyny HaHecTH nepBulH ynap. Emy
Heo6xoAUMO GblJiO MOCMOTPETb Ha Te NMpHEMbl, KOTOPLIMH
co6upaeTcs noJb3oBaThesl Tpak. Ha nepegnux nanax xyka
no6jecKHBany Jia3epHble NMepyaTKH, a 3Ha4MT, B Clayyae
csaboit o6oponbl LllTopM B J1I0GOH MOMEHT Mor npespa-
THTbCA B TpymM.

J>keK He MOr BCIIOMHHTb, NPHXOAUOCH JH €My KOraa-
HHOYAb ONMH Ha ONHH CPa)aTbCA C TPAaKOM, HO OH 3HaJ,
4TO Te, KOTOpble PHCKOBaJIH CAENaTh 3TO, B A0JI0 CEKYHAb!
OLIJIH pa3opBaHbl Ha MeJikHe KJioukH. MMeHHO moaTtomy
GPOHEKOCTIOMbI phillaped H CHaGXajHChb CHCTEMaMH caMo-
YHHUTOXKEHHS — 3TO Gbl1 efHHCTBEHHbIH crnocob coxpa-
HHTb OpYXHe OT XYUbHX Jall.

Ckopee Bcero, ['yays 6bli HeBepOATHO CHJIEH, XOTA
ITopM cBATO BepHJ B OAHY HCTHHY — CHJIa BOUHA MpPSAMO
NpOMNoOpLHOHA/NbHA CHJIE €ro SIPOCTH.

B 6ponekoctioMe IllTopMy O6blIO OYeHb >KapKo.
[ToT cTpyusacs no Jauuy u Mewas Bunetb. OfHH H3
KOHTAKTOB, HacneX NPHKPEMJEHHbIX K KOXe, LIeJKHYJ
M oTBaaujca. Boyrnm nysabcHpoBan mnpamMo Ha Lwee
Hoxeka:

«Bocc! Boce! Llesbcst emy B ropJsols

«[la HeT! MHe Heo6XOAMMO BcCero-HaBCero CBaJHThb
Fysyna c Horls — nogyman JI)keK W OILYTHJ CTpallHbIH
ynap c3amH.

«OH XxoueT pa3oppaTb Hac Ha KyckH, Bocc!» — npokpu-
yan Boyru. :

Jkek ctan naBHratbes. OH HCMo/Mb30Baji BCIO CHJY,
3a/10)KeHHYI0 B 6pPOHEKOCTIOMe, W BCIO COGCTBEHHYIO MHO-
roJIeTHIOI BblYYKY BelleHHSl 6osl.
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T'eHepan I'yayn 6bl1 [OCTORHBIM COMEPHHKOM — Kpynm-
HBbIM, CHJILHBIH, O CBOMM GOEBLIM KauecTBaM 3TOT TPaK BO
MHOrO pa3 NpPeBOCXOAHJ OCTaJbHbIX. B TeMHbIX (haceTHbIX
rjlasax reHepajla ajblM OrHeM cBepKaja 3no6a. Koraa
LItopMy ymanoch yBepHYTbesl, B riasax I'yayna Ha poaio
CEeKYHAbl MeJIbKHYJIO HeloyMeHHe.

«OH notepsasn Mmeusal» — nogyman Ixek. OH ocTaHo-
BHJICSI H pa3BepHyJcsl. Peakuus Tpaka 6bia Tako# GbicT-
poit, a yAap TakuWM cuabHBIM, uTO IllTOPM He cymen ynep-
XaTbCs Ha HOrax M ymaj Ha MmoJ.

Kaxcercs, Kpox 6b11 npas. B ero kocTioMe 6bl10 uTO-
TO TaKoe, YTO MelllaJio TPaKy BHAeTb NpoTHBHHKA. M Bce
Xe reHepaa npojoJikaja 6oii. OH BHICTpeJHJ, U BOJHA
nazepHoro orHs ort6pocuna Illtopma B cTopoHy. OH
3aKpYTHJICI Ha FfoJy aHrapa. TeJio OMajMJO >apKolo
BOJIHOH.

BpoHekocTiom Gbla crnocoGeH BbiepXaTb H MOLIHbIE
YAaphl, H OYeHb BLICOKHE TeMNepaTyphl, HO eCJIH JIOMaJloCh
YTO-TO B CHCTEMe TepMOperysiiiH, philiapb, HaXOAAWHHACA
BHYTPH cKadaHapa, He HoJKeH GBI XAaTh nowaisl. EmMy
rpo3uJla MyyuTeJibHast cMepTb OT meperpesa. LlITopm 3Han
3TO OYeHb XOPOLIO, TO3TOMY MOCTapascsl YBePHYThCsl OT
BTOPOro Jla3epHOro Jly4a, HanpaBJieHHOro B HEro TPaKoM.
TToToM oHM cHOBa colHch B pykonawHoi. [Ton BHGpHpo-
BaJ OT TsXKecTH HMX Tes. I'yayn momHsan KiellHeo6pasHyio
nany u ypapun Hltopma B rpyab. ¥Yamap Gbll HacToJbKO
CHJIEH, 4TO Jaxe 6POHEKOCTIOM He CMOT 3alUTHTb OT HEro
JI)keka — OH OTKPBUI POT H CTajJ CYAOPOXXHO IJOTaTh
BO3lyX, HO MpPH 3TOM BCe Xe cyMmeJ OTOpPBaTb OT 3eMJIH
CBOJi 6POHHPOBaHHbIH GOTHHOK M KaK cJielyeT NnoanaTh HM
Tpaky. 'yays ymaJ, Ho ROBOJbHO-TAaKH GHICTPO MOAHAJCS.
LlITopM nocMoTpes Ha cTpaHHbIH NOBOPOT roJIOBH reHepa-
Jla ¥ MOHAJ, YTO TOT ero MIleT.
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Ewe cekyHAy [>)keK coBeplieHHO He MoOr ABHIaThCfl.
OH »KaAHO BAbIXaJl BO3AyX H pacnpasJ/ifiJl JlerkHe — y Hero
6b1J10 OLLYLIEHHE, YTO ero rpyAHYIo KJ1eTKYy CHaBHJIM THraH-
TCKHe XeJle3Hble KYJIaKH.

Tpak nopowen coBceM 6H3Ko. OH cMoTpes KyZAa-To
MuMo Jlxeka. IllITopm 3amopran. EMy yaajnoch cMaxXHYTb ¢
PecHHI KaneJbKH NOTa, MOTOM OH CAeJsaJ riy6oKHH BHOX,
H avadparma paccaabuaack. Yept mnobepu! Kpok 6bin
6onee uem npaB! [ysys Mor ero BHAeTb TOJILKO TOrAa,
korga llltopm meurascs!

IMomapox wwaxTepoB JlaseprayHa — HOpUMTOBOe IoO-
KpBITHE caMoro 6poHeKOCTIOMa H BceX MecT CrHGOB yxe He
pas cmacaJiM >XXM3Hb pbiuaplo. A ceifyac oH gan emy Gec-
LUeHHYIO NepejbIlKY.

JIxkeKy Hajo G6blJIO YTO-TO COO6GPa3HTb, UTOOLI BbIMI-
paTb NOEAHHOK, HO MPH 3TOM OCTaBHTb reHepasa [ysyaa
JKHBBIM — eMYy cOBceM He XOTeJIoCb NMPHBOAMTbL B SIPOCTb
KopoJieBy Tpukatany. Ho nnsa toro, uto6sl no6eautsb I'ysy-
Jla, OH JOJ/I’)KeH Gbl OBMraTbCfl, a ABHrasich, OH Cpasy Xe
CTaHOBHJICSl BHAEH TpaKy.

= Yro oH menaer! — B yxace npoxpunen Banacrep.

— He 3Haw. — daubep, 3aTaus AbixaHHe, claefnja 3a
noegHHKOM. — MoxeT 6biTb, y Hero KakHe-TO HenoJsajiKH
B 6pPOHEKOCTIOMe — Beflb OH TOJIbKO UTO MepeiXHJl TernJJoBoH
ynap!

Ilennc ¢ wymoM BTAHYJA B cebs BO3AYyX:

— Huuero! I yBepeH, uto ¢ HUM Bce OyAeT B MOJHOM
nopsake!

— § 3Haio! — 6esbiMu ry6amu npourenTtana danbep. —
i 3Halo.

— Ho y Hac HeT BpemeHH XAaTb! — JIHLO MHHHCTpA
6bI10 KPacHbLIM OT HerofioBaHHsl. — OH M0JIXKeH JBHraTbCsl
H cpaxaTbcs, M JO/DKeH feJiaTb 3To ceifyac!
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Kak Gbl oTBeuass Ha TpeGoBaHHe MHHHCTPA MOJHLHH,
6poHekocTioM LlITopMa H3orHyJcs, 6poHHPOBaHHLIH GOTH-
HOK MOAHSJICA Hal NMoJoM H HaHec ['y3ysy cTpauiHbli ynap
Tpak ynas Ha cnuHy. Ero KoHeuHOCTH CBOAHJIO. CyN0pOroH.
J>KeK BBICTPeJIHJI — HO He B CaMOro reHepaJsa — Jla3epHble
HCKPpbI yapHJHCb O KaMeHHbIH T10J1 NPSAMO Y roJIOBbI XKYyKa.
I'yays BcTaj, Tsxesio noBepHyJscs M nouea Ha Iltopma.
BouHbl OnNsSITH COLWIHCH B PyKOMalUHOH cxBaTKe. Din6ep
3aKkpblla rnasa. Y Hee He ObIO CHJI CMOTPeTb Ha 3Ty
6uTBy. Korzma oHa cHOBa OTKphINIa HX, TPaK JiexkaJ Ha nodJy,
a 60THHOK [lITOpMa HaBHCa/ HaJ €ro rop/oM — eHHCTBEeH-
HBEIM YSI3BHMBIM MECTOM B OpPraHH3Me TpaKHaHCKOro BOWHa.

...Kaxercsi, onn noGenuanul...



TAABA 24

KocMHUeCKHH 4YeJIHOK, KOTOPbIM [OJXKeH Gbll Hampa-
BUTbCcA B MasbTeH, CTOAJI PSAAOM C TPaKHAHCKHM Kopa6-
neM. ITenuc oTAbIXan Ha cBoeil KpOBaTH M KAaJ, Koria ero
MOrpyssT Ha FOTOBHI K OTMpaBKe TpaHcnopT. Ero’ auuo
Bce ellle 6bl10 GJleAHBIM, HO AblXaHHE yX<e BOCCTaHaBJIMBa-
nocb. Komangup Kpok HeoTcTynHo ciiefoBas 3a Mneparo-
pom. IMenuc noTAHyJcs, NPOTAHYJ PYKY H nofo3Ban k cebe
crosiwero nooaans Lltopma.

— Tlocnywaite MeHs, KoMaHAHMp pbiuapeit Jxek
Topm! I cHHuMmalo ¢ Bac Bce 06BHHEHHS B Je3epmupcmae
M u3meHe ¥ NPU3HAI0 Bac HeBHHOBHLIM. A B CBHAeTeJH
npoucwenumero s 6epy Banactepa u- komanaupa Kpoka.

Mhunocen 106GpoAYyWHO YJLIGHYJACH W Mpopblyad:

— §l roToB CBHAETENLCTBOBaThH 3TO Mepel KeM yrogHo!

Ero rpoMKH# roJioc 3arsyuina THXHH M CKYYHBIi OTBeT
Banacrepa. '

Korga IllTopM mpoTar#Ban CBOIO PyKy HMIepaTopy,
OHa 3aMeTHO ApoXKaja.

— A noueMy cefiyac? — cnpocus oH. — §l Befb elue He
BBIMOJIHHJI TJIaBHOTO MOpYyyYeHHs!

[Tenuc TPAXHYN CBOMMH PLIXXKHMH BOJIOCaMH:

— Tbl 3apa6oran 3T0. A eciy co MHOH HAH ¢ ToGO¥H
4YTO-TO CAYYHTCSH, MEXXAY HaMH yxKe He OyleT 3TOH YepHOH
TeHH. Thl 3awMilan MeHS OT Bcero, Moi Jo6JieCTHbIH
-pblllapb, HO Thl He MOT 3alUMTHTb MeHsi OT MeHSI caMoro.
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Bosbuwie 51 ne Mory mnpocHTb Tebst HH 0 ueM. Tak uyTo 5
JllosKeH 6bll cKasaThb 3TO celyac.

IllTopM BHMMaTeslbHO IOCMOTpeJ Ha MMMeparopa:

— §1 BepHycb, — yJBIGHYBIUHKCH, CKa3as OH. — Beab Bhi
obelany MHe mpor! — OH OIMISIMYJICS H OTCTYNHA Hasaj —
K HHM npHOGaM)Kanuch TpakH. Danactep nosepHyscs K
)KyKkaM cnuHod. Ero Jauuo crano cHHUM oT GeccHJbHOM
SPOCTH.

— Ilenuc! — MMHHCTP MOJHUMH ONATH YTO-TO 3aMBILUJISLJL.
— § xoten Gbl, YyTOGLl Bbl He HacTaWBaJH Ha MoeM BO3Bpa-
1IeHHH Ha ManbTeH BMecTe ¢ BaMH. §1 coGHpaJicsl OTNPaBUTh-
csl B MyTelllecTBHe BMecTe ¢ koMaHaupom LlITopmom.

Ilennc maxnyn pykom:

— Bbl Hy>HBl MHe psiioM. — EMy siBHO He XoTeJocb
BCTYNaTh B AOJIFHe pa3roBopbl ¢ MHHHCTPOM MOJIHLHH.

— Bbl He mnpeAcTaBisieTe, KaK MHOro s 3Hauy AJs
Kanuna! — nuuo Banacrepa Hckasuioch OT SIPOCTH.

— Bauue 3Hauenue agasi KanuHa 3aBHCHT OT TOro, UTo
sl BaM NpHKaxKy, — 6e3pas3/iHuHBIM F0JIOCOM OTBETHJI HMITe-
parop.

Banactep 3akpbll poT, NocTapajcsi MOTYLIHTb OTOHb
HEHaBHCTH, TMOJLIXHYBIIKIA B €ro TeMHBIX M1a3aX, H OTO-
wesa B cTopoHy. Tpaku npubiaHsuauch K KpoBaTH Ero
BeJsiuecTBa H BKaTHJIM ee 10 FPY30BOMY Tpamy B YesHOK.
Kak TosbKO MMMepaTop Hcye3 B YepHOM MpoBaJjle L1I03a,
BangoBep noackouust K DanHbep ¥ CXBaTHI ee 3a JIOKOTb.
OH HarHyJsicsl K ee yxy ObicTpee, UeM OHa MOI/a BCKDHK-
HYTb M OTGeXaTb.

— He pymaii, uto Tl ocBo6oausace ot MeHs! I'ie Gbl
Thl HH HaXOAHJAcChb, MOH MbICJH OYAYT YnpaBJiTb TBOHM
noBefleHHeM! — npolUKNEJ OH H OTNPSHYJ Ha3aj TaK Xe
GbICTPO, KaK M mojoules K HeM.

— Yro npousowo? = ymuBJeHHO cnpocha JIlxex.

415



Saubep nokauaja roJioBoi:

— O, ato yrpo3a! HanomMuHaHHe 0 TOM. YTO OH Bceroa
6yneT HaxomuTbca psgoM! — Daubep nocMoTpena, Kak
MHHHCTpP GeXHT 10 rpy30BOMY Tpany K OTKPbITOMY LJTIO3Y
yeaHoka. Korga Banactep Bolles BHYTpb, JIeCTHHLY MNOA-
HSJIH, ¥ DaH6ep OLLYTHJIA, YTO OTTYAA, U3 HepHLIX ABepeH
KOCMHYECKOro annaparta, MHHHCTP MOJIHLHH NbiTaeTcs BO3-
neicTBOBATb Ha ee Mbic/H. OHa HHCTHHKTHBHO NpPHGJIH3H-
saack K Lltopmy.

K Hxeky nogouwesn Kpok M MOJIOXKHJ CBOIO TSXKeJylo
Jany Ha IJieyo phlilaplo:

— Ilopa npoiuaTtbces, Moit apyr! Mos kopoJieBa MpHKas3bl-
BaeT MHe cJjlefoBaThb 3a MMmnepartopoM [lemucom. — Hpyrof
JIanoi OH MaxHYJ TpaKaM H TOMNPOCHJ HX NpHAep»KaTh Tpar.

— XKanb, — paccrpousica Ixxek. — Beap s ayman, uto
Tl MOJIETHLIb BMecTe C HaMh!

Munocel] KHBHYJI:

— Ha, s toxe tak ayman! Ho Tpukartaga yroBopuna
MeHsl oTnpaBHTbcsl B ManbTeH. OHa xoueT 6bITb yBepeHa
B TOM, YTO Hall col03 He paspyuweH. — OH 3agyMuHBO
novecas 3a yxoM. — Buaumo, cefiyac KaxAblii H3 Hac
JOJIKeH HATH cBoed jpoporoi. ¥Ypauum tebe, Ikek!

JDXXeK moxkan Jiamy MHJocLa:

— H Ttebe, Kpox, — Gosbuo ymaun!

Kpok noBepHyJicsi ¥ 60JbLIMMH MPLRKKaMH Mo6eXxkan K
Tpany. JlBepH LII03a 3aKPBUIHCh MPSMO 32 €ro CHHHOM.

Co WltopmoM octanuce Poyanus u daubep. OH mo-
CMOTpeJl, KaK OTJ/IaXXeHHO W MOoYTH GeclIyMHO pa6oTaloT
JBHraTeJH 4YeJIHOKa, MOBEPHYJIC K CBOHM CNYTHHKaM H
BeceJslo MOAMHTHYJ HM:

= Jpy3bs, s XxoTes 6bl, 4TOOLI celiyac Bbl HafieJIH CBOH
6ponekoctiombl! TIycTb nepes OT/IETOM OHM YBHAAT Hac B
MIOJIHOM BOOpYXKeHHH!

— Ectb! — kpukHya PoysnHH3 M WHPOKO YJBIGHYJCS.
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* % %

Hmneparop ITenuc 6bia1 siBHO HepoBoJieH. Ero kpoBaTth
CKopee Melllajia, YeM [OMoOrajia eMmy, Koraa MnodeTHbI# 3c-
KOPT M3 TpakoB npoHocHs Ero BesnnuecTBo no coxxel-
HBIM KOpaGJ/IsiMH KopoJieBbl TpHKaTaabl JiyXaHKaM ABopua.
Himnepatop mocmoTpen Ha Banactepa:

— Ham Hy>xHO Kak MoX<HO GbicTpee HabpaTb Ha paboTy
HOBBIIT 06cayxuBaloWHit nepconan neopua! Keratu, nycts
BO3BpallaeTcsl BCA MeAHLMHCKas komaHaal MHe Hafo Kak
MOXXHO cKopee BbiGpaTbcsi H3 3Toil Jioabku! [Ila, etue,
Banacrtep, pasmo6yabTe MHe UYTO-TO BpOAe BeJIOCHMNena H
npoBepbTe KaK cJieflyeT, YToObl OH 6bl B nopsiake!

Baugosep oTctan Ha noswara — TaK, yto6el Ilemic,
NPHKOBaHHBIN K KPOBaTH, He Mor ero BHieTh. ViMnepaTop
He YHHMaJIcs:

— MuHHcTp, a eule 51 Xouy, uTOGbl 3sech paboTaJjH
BHIeOKaMepbl OXpaHbl H YTOGLI 3Ta TEPPHTOPHH HaXOMH-
Jlach MoJl MOoCTOSIHHLIM HabaoaeHHeM. Ecau 3To Heo6xonH-
MO, no3a6oTbTecb O TOM, YTOGLI Bechb IepcOHaJ ABOpLA
6bly1 BoOpy»KeH!

Komangup Kpok mpopokotan:

— BpoHeKoCTIOMbl — 3TO OYeHb OMacHas Belllb, OCOGeH-
HO /11 HOBHYKOB!

IlenHc KanmpH3HO OrpHI3HYJICSH:

— Kak Gbl To HH 6blJIO, a [IOKA i HMMepaTop M AyMalo,
YTO 06 3TOM HEOOGXOAHMO NOMHHTb BCEM, COCTOALIHM Yy
MeHs Ha cJayx6e!

MuJocel; epeMOHHO TNOKJIOHHJICS:

— Baute jxenanue Bcerga 6blIo AJsi MeHS 3aKOHOM,

umneparop!
— Bor Tak! — [lenuc H30rHyJcf Ha KpOBaTH H
KaIpH3HoO nocMoTrpes; Ha MHHHCTpa. — y'-lHTECb, Kak

HaJl0 pasroBapuBaTb C KOPOHOBaHHbHIMH oco6amu! Tak
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BOT, BaHnoBep, y MeHs ecTb AJs Bac elle OJHO 3a-
naHHe — MHe Heo6XOAMMO HMeTb HH(OpPMaLHIO O TOM,
yem 3aHumaetcsa lltopm!

— KoneuHo! — otBetHs1 Banacrep poBHbIM GeccTpacTHbLIM
rosocoM. OH Hanpsircs ¥ BTsHYJ TOJIOBY B TUIeYH — TaK,
GYATO LileJl NPOTHB CHJbLHOTrO BeTpa. ['paBHit MpauHo ckpHnes
nog ero nopowsamH. HiMnepatopckue cagbl GblIM 340pOBO
H3YpOIOBaHbl COBCEM HeJaBHO LUIYMeBIUUMH Ha HX TEeppHTO-
pHAX cpaxkeHUsMH. I'le-To naneko, 32 MpefesaMH ABOPLIOBOA
TEPPHUTOPHH, elle MOXHO G6bUIO CJBILIATh 3BYKH PBYLUHXCH
apTH/JIEpHICKKX cHapsnoB. Ho To, uTo TBopHJsoch B Aylue
Banactepa, He IO HH B KaKoe cpaBHeHHe C BOHHOH.

* % *

— Huuero, Bot mo6epemcs no KapoHna, u noapbepem
cebe npHaHyHoro nujota. — llITopm 6bla IBHO JOBOJIEH. —
f1 nymalo, Ha 3TOH NJlaHeTe HaHAeTCs YeJOBeK, BJajelo-
LMH PYYHBIM YNpaBJieHHeM, a O 3TOro NpHAeTcsl MoJb3o-
BaTbcsl aBToMaTHkoM. KcratH, PoysnuH3 pacckasan MHe,
YTO OH YYHJIC Ha NHUJIOTa M CMOXET MpPOBECTH PYYHYIO
KOPPeKTHPOBKY Kypca.

Mousofio#t uesioBeK NMOKpacHeJ OT BOJHEHHS H MOCMOT-
pen Ha JI)keka GOJNBbWHMHM SICHHIMH TJ1asaMH. DJHGep
pacxoxoTajach H MNOIUYTHJa Han PoyanH3oM:

— 51 cornacHa co Lltopmom! Tl ropasgo syuiue, uem
Tpak!

PoynnHa moxan nyeuamu:

— A Bbl He MoAyMaJH, YTO TPaKH BMOJHe MOMJIH AaTb
HaM HeHcnpaBHBI Kopabab? Jlo Takoil cTeneHH HeHcnpab-
HbIH, YTO NMOYHMHMThL €ro BOo BpeMs MnoJieTa He 6yneT HHKa-
KO BO3MOX>XHOCTH?

Jlxek 3apyMaJcs:

— Hla HeT, cKopee Bcero, OHH 3Toro He cfenaloT. TpakH
JIerKO Hac OTNYCTHJH. BuauMO, OHH Tak Xe, KaK H Mbl,
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3aHHTepecoBaHbl B ycrnexe sKcneAHUHH. Benb XKyKH BOIOIOT
c ar-hapesaMH odeHb AaBHO! — OH ykasan daubep Ha
ramak — YcTpauBaiicsi noyno6Hee!

PoyauH3 nbiTasncs NpUCNOCOGUTbCA K CHAEHBIO, Npea-
Ha3nauyeHHOMY MJIsl TpaKHaHCKoro nujota. OH B3rAsHys Ha
IHTOK C NpHOGOpaMH:

— Tpaku BbiHY/H YacTb o6opynoBaHus, cap. { aymaio,
YTO MX He CJMIUKOM 3a6OTHT 6e30macHOCTh Hallero moJje-
Ta. — OH noKasa/l pyKoH Ha NycThle uepHble I'He3ja co
CBHCAIOLWHMH H3 HMX PasHOLBETHLIMH NMPOBOAAMH.

JI>)keKk BHUMaTeJIbHO NOCMOTpeJ! Ha NYJIbT yNnpaBJeHHs:

— ByneM HagesTbcs, YTO Bce Heo6XoaUMOe AJISl NoJieTa
ocTajiochb Ha Kopabie...

— Kak 3nHaTh! — Ge3 3HTy3nasMa oTBeTHJ POyJiHH3.

— JlagHo! — JI>xek noynoGHee ycTpoHJics B raMmake. —
[Nepenait xkykam cHrHaJl OTKpLIBaTb B3JIeTHYIO noJiocy. Mel
H Tak MOTepsJIH CJHHIIKOM MHOrO BpeMeHH.

ITopM 3akpbia ritasa. EMy Bcnomuuicsa Boyru. Toraa,
B MJeHY Y TpakoB, I[XKeK yllesJ OT MOBTOPHOro KOHTaKTa
c GoeBbIM yXoM — HH OOCTaHOBKA, HH HepBhl He IO3BO-
JIJIM €My ellle YTO-TO BHLICIIPOCHTb Y CTPAHHOrO CYLeCTBa.
A noToM... OH He MOT ellle pa3 BBIHECTH 3TOT CTpaLUHbLIH,
MOJIHBIA OTYasHHSA M TOCKH KpHK KanuHa, xoTophiit 3anom-
HUJ Boyry, uto6bl nepenath HM. ['ocnogH, Kak poaro mor
nponepxatbcsi KasuH B nyeHy y Bparoe?

... OcraBasioch HafiesATbCsl, YTO OH MPOAEPKHTCS N0 HX
NPHOBITHS.



FAABA 2S

XKenwmHHa B GesioM XajiaTe MocMoOTpeJsia Ha MoKasaHHs
Npu6OpPOB H TPAXHYJA AJAHHHON YesJKOH Ha CBOeH KOpOTKO
CTPH>KEHHOH roJioBe.

— Bol y>e HHKorga He GyleTe TaKHM, KaK paHbiue, —
coofiuuia oHa WMnepatopy. [lenHc cbexuics or riesa,
HO Bce-TakKH cAepxas ce6s M MaxHYyJ Bpaudy PYKoii:

— Huyero crtpaiiHoro. A Kak CKOpo Bbl OCBOGOAHTE
MeHst OT 3Tol KpoBaTH?

XKeHulMHa MoBepHyJlach K HeMy H CBeT THXOH YJBIGKH
03apuJl ee MHHJaJIeBHAHbIe I/a3a.

— HMnepaTtop, Ta LITyKa, OT KOTOPOH Bbl XOTHTe
n36aBHTbCSA, NMOAAEpPXKHBaeT Balle AbixaHHe. IlocmorpuTe
ciopa M ciopga. — OHa nokasana Ha 3kpaH. — BoT atu
3aTyMaHeHHbie 06J1acTH NMopakeHbl HHCyJAbTOM. K coxase-
HHIO, 3TH HapylleHHsl HeBOCCTaHOBHMbI. B 3Toit 3one —
OHa o6BeJla CBeTOBHIM NepoM GoJiee sipkHe MATHA — Mbl
CyMeJIH BKJIIOYHTD NlepHdepHUyecKoe KpoBooGpalueHHe. Tak
YTO CKOPO BaM He HYXHO GyfeT HCKYCCTBEHHOe AblXaHHe,
HO Balll¥ pyKa M Hora GYAyT clabGbiMH, H Bbl He cMoXeTe
JelicTBOBaTb HMH, Kak paHblue. Kpome Toro, oueHb BHICOK
PHCK MOBTOPHOTO MNPHCTYNa.

Hmnepatop KHBHYJI:

— Ja, #a, a cKa)KMTe-Ka MHe BOT YTO: COXPaHIO JH fl
CBOH YMCTBEeHHble CMOCOGHOCTH? — ero 3ejieHble TIJasa
notemHesu. OH NpPHCTaJbHO CMOTPeJ Ha JOKTOpa.
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— KakHe-To c/10)KHOCTH, BHAHMO, GYAYT. — roJIoC >KeH-
LKHBI 3By4as MArko ¥ ycnokausaiowe. — Ho s aymaio, uto
Bbl COXPaHHTe Bally KOMMeTEeHTHOCTb...

— 3To Bce, UTO MHe XoTeJocb Obl y3HaTb. — [lenmuc
paccaiabuics M KpHKHYya — Bangosep!

MHHHCTP NOJIHLHH CTOSI B CTOPOHKE H C OTCYTCTBY-
IOLIHM BHOOM cJayiuan cooGlieHHe Mepakcnepta. Koraa
HUMnepaTop MO3BaJjl €ro, OH MOJOLIeJ K KPOBAaTH M MOKJO-
HHJICS.

— Banpgosep, Bbl 0CBOGOXKJaeTeCb OT TSXKKHX 06f3aH-
HoOCTel, KOTOpble HaJloXXKMJla Ha Bac Mosi 60Jie3Hb.

— Tak cKopo? — MHHHCTp B3ZpOrHya. — MHe Kaxercs,
YTO BaM CTOHMT MOAOXAATb A0 TOrO BpeMeHH, NOKa BaM He
paspeliaT BCTaBaTh.

INenuc c TpymoM ycesjicsi Ha KpPOBaTH W MOMPOCHJ
Bpaya BbINTH Ha napy MHHyT. Kak Tonbko nBepb 3aKphbl-
Jlacb, OH CKasaJ:

— 51 6l coBeTOBaJ BaM moocTepeybcsi, Bannosep! He
Nno3BoJIsiiiTe BalUHM aMGHUMAM 3aBOAHTb Bac B TynHk! f
ZyMaio, TOro, 4To NMPOH30LLI0, AOCTaTOYHO AJS Hac 06oux!

Banacrep BTAAHYs B ce6si BO3AYX H NMOMbITANCSA YCIOKO-
HTbCH. )

— Bbl 6e3)KaNoCTHbIA Yes0BeK! — noYTH BEIXDHKEYA
OH, rnaias npsiMo B rnasa Ilenucy.

HimMnepaTop GeaMsiTeXXHO yJbIGHYJCS:

— Koe-koMy H3 Hac Heo6XoAHMO 06 3TOM 3HaTh...

Banactep HHuyero He oTtBeTtHJ. Ilenuc norepebus py-
KOH TOHKHH TPOBOA, OTXOASILUMH OT ero 3amnsicThs.

— Ckaxcute, Bbl IO CHX MOp COXpPaHHJH CBOH 3HaKOM-
ctBa cpeiH 3eseHbIXx PyG6awek?

— Koe-kakHe — fa, — KHBHYJ MHHHCTPp.

— Xopouwo. — Kakoii-To Heo6pblii OrOHEK MeJIbKHYJ B
rnasax Ilenuca. — I xouy, uTOGLl BblI pacnpoOCTPaHHIH
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OQHY MaJsieHbKYyl0o HHbopmauuio. CKa)KuTe MM, UYTO eciH
Itopm oThiier Kanuna, Ero CesTteiiliecTso 6yaeTt yaep-
J)KMBaTbCSl MHOIO KaK 3a/JlO)KHHK Xopollero MoBeAeHHs
YOKepoB.

MHUHHCTp HeMHOro NoMoJiyaj, a MOTOM NpOH3Hec:

— Bo03MO0>XHO, 3TOro M He MOHagO6GHTCA. Y MeHsl ecThb
cooblieHHe 0 BO30OHOBJIEHHH BOEHHBIX OEHCTBHH MeXAY
TpakaMH H IOBCTaHLUAaMH Ha OTHAa/lieHHbIX KOHTHHEHTax
MasnbreHa.

IlenHc onycTHJ roJoBy Ha Noayuwky. 3HauuT, Tpu-
KaTaja, HeCMOTPS HH Ha uTO, HanaJla Ha HHX Noj npej-
JIOTOM HaBeJeHHs MNopsinika Ha nJaaHete... OH noxan
njieyamH:

— Hy uto x! IToka oHH BOIOIOT MexKAy co6oil, OHH He
CMOTyT HauyaTbh BOHHY C HaMH...

— 41 sanoMHIo 3T0. — BannoBep MOK/JOHHJICA M BhILLeJ
13 KoMHaThl. [lenuc HeCKOJILKO MHHYT 3alyMUHBO CMOTpeJ
B TIOTOJIOK, a NIOTOM BeJieJl IPHIVIaCHTh K ceGe KOMaHAaupa
Kpoka.

Muaocen; nosiBuicst 6eictpo. IlpaBaa, Ha aToT pas oH
noyeMy-To 6blJI He B AyXe — LIepCTh Ha HeM cTosiJia AbIG0M,
Tak, 6yATO OH OYeHb TOPOMHJICSH. BMecTe ¢ HMM B MefH-
LHHCKYIO MaJaTy BOpBaJics 3anax AbiMa H nora. Measenb
OCTaHOBHJICSl Y KPOBAaTH HMIepaTopa U HHU3KO MOKJIOHHJICS.
Ilenxc mBITAMBO 3ariHYJ B rJla3a HHOMJIAHETHOMY cylile-
CTBY:

— Komangup, y Bac ecTb JI0AH, KOTOPHIM SI Mor Obl
JloBepsiTh?

I'nasa munocua cysuauch. Kaxercs, o pacueHus atot
BOMpoc Kak ockop6ienue: [lenHc oTBeTHs1 6e3MsATeXHOH
yJbIGKOH:

— MHe HyXeH 4YeJioBeK, KOTOpLIH cMor 6l Koe 32 KeM
MpOCJIeIHTD.
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— Ara... — MuJsocel, Haxmypuicsa. — Ilpoctute, Bauwe
BennuecTBO, HO Befb B BallieM pacropsi’KeHHH HaXooHUTCs
BCA MHpoBasi mosauuus!

Himnepartop B3goXHYJ:

— K coxanenwuio, ITonnuus Mupa HHKorAa He 6blia
Moeii! CHayana oHa pa6oTaja Ha YHHTOHa, a Tenepb
pa6ortaet Ha Banacrepa.

— ITocMoTpuM... — Kpok 3agymancsa. — ¥ weHns
ecTb Mapa 4YeJlOBeK, KOTOPBIM, Ha MOH B3rJfill, MOXHO
ZNOBEPSATD...

— Xopoiwo. — 3eseHble rjasa HMrepaTopa JyKaBo
6necHynn. — Ckopo BanpoBep Banacrep nokuHer asopel.
Tak BoT, s xouy, uTo6bl 3a HUM npocJeausd. MHe xoTe-
Jlochb Gbl, YTOGH JeHCTBHSI U Pa3roBopbl ObIJIM 3aMHCaHbl Ha
nieHKy. XOT#... cKopee Bcero, OH 3alllHlilaeTcs OT npocay-
IIKBaHHUS, KaK MOXeT.

— fI nosa6ouycb 06 3ToM, uMnepaTop! — rpoMko cka-
3aa Kpok.

IMenuc xuBHYsM M 3akpbli raasa. OH chenan Bce, uTO
MOT M JOJXKeH Obl1 CHesaThb CerofiHf, H CHJIbI Cpa3y Xe
NOKHHYJH ero.

* K *

Kpok He cran nepenopy4aTb 3ajaHHe HMMepaTtopa
npoBepeHHbIM pbiapsAM. OH BepHJ TosbKo cebe. JloxMa-
ThIH, HepALIIHBLIA, C MOAMAJeHHOH LIKYPOH M TOJCTHIMH
1IpaMaMH Ha KoXe, OH Obll MOX0X Ha Te YJHUB, Ha
KOTOpBIX BOEBall.

JleTaTenbHBIH anmapaT Ha BO3NYWHOH MOAYylIKe Ma-
HeBpHpOBaJ B roOpoACKHX Tpyllo6ax. Kpok ene ycnesan
cneanTh 32 HUM. K cuacTblo, oH 3aMeTHs1 3abpolueHHble
GeTOHHble KaHbOHbLI M CTajl NPOABHraTbCf, CKpLIBasfich B
TycTOH TeHH, oTOGpachiBaeMOH CTeHaMH.
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HakoHel, JieTaTeJbHBIH anmapatT OCTaHOBHJCSH, M3
Hero BhIlIeJ YeJIoBeK H CKOJIb3HYJ Ha 3emJiio. M3 rycroit
CHHeil TeHH cocefHero noma Bhiules Banactep — kaxer-
csi, OH yXe HeCKOJbKO MHHYT MOIXKHAan cBoero coGe-
ceJHHKa.

Kpok BKJIOUHJ BClO annapaTypy cBOero BOEHHOTo
KOCTIOMa Ha MOJIHYI0 YYBCTBHTEJbHOCTb.

— Henusoxo npuaymano, Hefnop! — ycabiian ox rosoc
MHHHCTpa. — § yX AyMaJl, YTO MHe NpHAeTCH XKAaTh Tebs
noJIHOYH!

Heanakomel orasigesicsi ¥ KHBHYII:

— Moii 6yHKep HaxomuTcsi HelaleKo oTciofa. A arta
TeppUTOPHS He oxpaHsieTcsi. Bbl Belb 3HaeTe, HACKOJIBKO
onacHa Hawa BcTpeuya!

— B HeKoTOpHIX cllyyasix CTOMT pHcKkoBaTb. — Kaxert-
cs1, Banactep, B oTiMuyHe OT cBoero cobeceaHHKa, He
CJIHILKOM-TO Gosuics. — Ilenuc cHoBa GepeT Gpasnel npas-
JIEeHHS] B CBOH PYKH.

— Ilenuc? — B rojoce cofGecefHHKa MOCJBILANIOCH
yauBnenHe. — Ho oH Benb nepeHec TsxxeseHIIWH HH-
cyabT!

— Hla. U1 3710 310pOBO OTpa3usoCh Ha ero 3J0pOBbe,
HO OH He ofpallaeT Ha 3TO HHKaKOro BHHMaHHSA. —
Banacrep nomoumen coBceM 6/aH3KO K coGecefHHKY. =
OH npopo/KkaeT NMpaBHTb efuHONHYHO. K ToMy e OH
BOT-BOT NOMpPaBHTCH.

Kro-To H3 cobecenunkoB — Kpok Tak H He MOHAJ,
KTO, — TS>KeJO B3[OXHYJ, OTOM HAaCTYIHJIO MoOJ4YaHHe.
CexyHIbl uyepes aBe MHJOCeL, YCJHILAN MPHIIYLIEHHBIH
3BYK — Ka)KeTcsi, OMH H3 cobeceJHHKOB IepejaBaJ BTO-
pOMY KaKOM-TO TpeMer.

— 3pech — Bce HWHCTPYKUHH ajs Bac. Ho ycnex
onepanHy 3aBHCHT OT TOro, HAacCKOJIbKO YCMeLIHO BbI
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nopa6oTand cpeiH YyoKepoB A0 3Toro. — MHHHCTp moO-
eXHJICS.

— He Tak-To npocTo BHYTPH LeJbHOro MOJIOTHA OT-
[eJIUTh OOHY HHTb OT Apyroi! — cobeceAHHK ONsTh
OrJISIHYJICH.

— Hennoxo! — rosnoc MuHHMCTpa 3Byyan 6o4po U 3BOH-
Ko. — JleTasnH BBl y3HaeTe MOTOM, — NyCTb BCe OHH CTaHyT
HocsiraeMbIMH. Bbl ke MoHMMaeTe, si XoTeJ 6bl YHHYTO-
>KHTb BceX Hx!

CobeceqHHK MHHHCTpa pa3Besl pyKaMH W YAHBHJICS:

— Jla, HO Belb Hac 3aXBaTAT TpakH!

— HiMeHHO Tak u 6yneT, — KuBHYJ BanpoBep. — IlycTb
BalUM JIIOAH 3BaKYHpPYIOTCS, KOrfa 3To npousoiper!

— A yto 6ynmer moToM? — cobecefHHK CMOTpeJ Ha
MBLICOK cBOero GOTHHKa.

— Ilotom? — DBanactep ycMexHyjdcs. — . A rnoTom,
Heiinop, onn mocagsat MeHns Ha Tpuauckuii TpoH.

Banactep KHBHYJ M MaxHYJ pyKoH, H o6a yeJsloBeKa
HCYe3JIH B TEeHH.

Kpok nocrosi1 MHHYTY, BBIGpaJCsl H3 CBOEro YKpHITHSA
W peUIMJl BO3BpalaThbC BO JBOpel — GOJIbIIEr0 3THM
BeyepoM OH BCe PaBHO Yyxe He Yy3Hau Obl.

Hapn TeM, uTO OH TOJBKO UTO yCJblllaj, CTOMJO MOAY-
MaTbh. Koe-uTo oH go/KeH coOGLIHTL HMMepaTopy, a Koe 0O
YeM eMy cjefoBajio mpomoauath. To, uto Ero Beauuyectso
[aBHO YyXXe OXXH[aJl H3MeHbl, 6bJIO MOHATHO, HO AyMall JIH
OH, moceuias ciofa Kpoka, o BO3MOXHBIX OCJIOXKHEHHAX C
Tpakuanckoit Jluroii? Ckopee Bcero — HeT, HHaye OH He
faj 6bl MHJIOCLY 3TOFO NMOpYYEeHHS.

Xots... EcTb 1 mpyroii BapHaHT... I[lennc — yejoBek
NpOHHLATEe/bHEIH. BrosHe Bo3MOXHO, UTO OH MpPOCTO-Ha-
NpoCTO MOHAJ, YTO NMPOHCXOAUT B Ayile y Kpoka Bce aTH
TOMIBI...
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HMMnepatopa pa36yauJ liyM B [BOPLOBbIX 3ajaX H
Kopupopax. Cyls no 3Bykam, ABOpeL ONsTh GblJ HaNoJHeH
poiuapsamu. CepAille 4aCTO-4acTO 3aCTyYasio — CJHLUKOM YX
6AM3KH MO BpeMeHH GbUIM HelaBHHe KpOBaBble COOBLITHS.
[Tenyuc oTopBali rosoBy OT MOAYWIKH M MOCMOTpes Mo
croponaM. Uto Takoe? PsiloM ¢ HMM BO3HHK OrpOMHBIH
BOHH, M JlaTHas pyKaBHLa OMyCTHJach Ha Xy[oe mJeyo
HMnepaTopa.

— He BosnyiiTech, uMnepatop! — crnokoHHO ckasan
Kpok. OH xoTes1 cOOGILHTL HMIIEpaTOpy O YeM-TO elle, HO
B Me[MUHHCKYIO MaJjiaTy BOpBaJicsi B3BOJHOBaHHbIH M nep-
ratomuiica Banacrep, u Kpok cpasy xe 3amonyas.

"— ApecryiiTe ero ceiiuac >xe! — KpukHyn Banacrep u
NoKa3aJsl Ha MuJiocua. PykH MHHHCTpa MeJIKO OpOXKaslH OT
3J106Hb!.

B xopupope, y aBepelf B MefHUHHCKHIA OTCEK, TOJMH-
JIUCh pHILAPH.

— ApecryiiTe ero! — euwe pas KpHkHysn Baumosep, a
NOTOM BHe3aMHO 3aMoJual, — KaxeTcs, N0 Hero nolulo,
4YTO B 3TOM MNOMELUEHHH HHKTO He cobGHpaeTcsl ero cay-
1aTh.

— {1 He gyMalo, YTO OHH MOCJYLIAIOT Bac, MHHHCTP! —
crniokoiiHo oTBeTHJ Kpok. — Benb u oHM, H 1 — phluapu! —
CJIOBO P bl 1L a p b MHJIOCEL, IPOH3HEC C IBHOH rOpAOCThIO.

— O6bsicHHTE XXe MHe HaKOHel|, B YeM HeJlo? — HeTep-
neauBo OKIHKHYa HX Ilemuc. OH M cam He noHHMMam,
GOHTCA OH MPHCYTCTBHSI MHJIOCLAa B CBOeH majaTe, HJH
Hao6OpoOT — pajyeTcsi 3TOMy OGCTOSTEJIbCTBY.

Muiocel, TsixeJs1o B3JOXHYJ H.MPOPOKOTAJ:

— $§ ocBo6Goaun Bac OT O6SI3aHHOCTH YNPaBJATb
Tpakamu!
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Ecsau 6b1 MeAHLMHCKasl KpOBaTh He Gbljla Tako#H LIMPO-
KOH H riy60oKoi, HMIepaTop 06513aTesIbHO CBasluJjcs 6bl Ha
MoJ1 OT YAHMBJIEHHUS:

— TIloBTopuTte ewe pas! I He paccasiwan! Yto Bbi
caesanun?

B nBepsix mosiBHaca cepxkaHT Jlaccagmedi. OH mokyo-
HuJcst Ero BeauuecTBy H, UyThb BHITSIHYB LI€lO, COOGLUHJ:

— Cpenu Hac He ocTajloch HM ONHOro Tpaka, Baiue
BeannyecTBo!

ITenuc moTep pyKo# ocjemiuMi raas — CJAOBHO 3TO
MOIJIO BepHYTb €My 3peHHe — M, CTapaficb XOTb KakK-TO
MPOSICHHTh CHTYAalHIO, CIIPOCHJ:

— Tak... Y1 uTo e BH caenaian?

Kpok maxHyJs1 cBoelo JIOXMaTOIO J1aNoji:

~ Bce 6yder B mopsnke. $I moca)ky HX Ha UeJIHOK H
BepHY B 06bATHA ['y3ysa, U HHKaKHX NpH3eMJeHHH col03-
HHKOB Ha ManbTteHe GoJiblue He Gynet!

Banactep ckpusuics:

— 4 npymawo, uyto ycawluaB Bac, I'y3ysn JIOMHeT OT
cmexa. Hy, a y xoposieBbl TpHKaTaie!, HaBepHOe, pa3oBb-
ercs Gecruiogve. HeyXenn e Bbl HajileeTeCb TakKHM BOT
Croco6oM paspylHuTh Ball COI03?

— Haw uan Baw? — cnpocua Ilensc H BHHMaTeJsb-
HO mocMoTpes Ha Kpoka. Mmujocel, CTSHYJ € TOJIOBBI
mJem.

JloxMaroe cyliecTBO yJbl6anoch H cMOTpeJio Ha Ilemu-
ca Jo6GprIMH YMHBIMH Ii1asamHd. Tenepb HMIepaTop NMOHH-
MaJi, 4TO NPOHCXOAHT. 3HauHT, Banactep BegeT c HuUM
KaKylo-TO TalHylo HIpy, a cToswu#i psaoM Kpok neitaercs
ZlOKa3aTb 3TO.

Muuiocel] yNBIGHYJICS H OTAAl YeCTb:

— Bbl caenanu MeHs KOMaHAHPOM phillapeii, HMMepa-
TOp, H A YMpY, 3allIHILas Bally 4ecCTb.
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BanacTtep cxkajncst M cTan B [ABa pa3a MeHblue, YeM
o6bluHo. IlenHc ¢ MHTepecOM MOCMTOpes Ha MHHHCTpa:

— Bbl XOTHTEe MHe YTO-TO CKasaTb?

KakuM-To 0co6eHHbIM, CKPHNTYYHM W 3ayHbIBHBIM 0J10-
coM, Banactep orBerHa:

— MHe Heyero BaM CKa3aThb.

ITenuc oTKMHYJA co Nn6a pbXKHe NPSAH:

— M kakol e OCTOpOXHbIi y MeHsi MHHHcTp! U3
3TOro s MOTY Ces1aTh BbIBOJ, UTO Bbl, Banacrep, oxHaaerte
npopeiBa TpakaMH Hauiei o6opoHni! Cka)kHTe MHe, MH-
HHCTp, B CaMOM JieJie, Bbl MOXeTe XeJaTb 3TOro?

— Tpaku — HalwM COIO3HHKH, — ABYCMBICJEHHO OTBe-
a1 Banacrep.

— Bot kak! — Ilennc noKpyTHJ rosioBOH, H pbXHe
npsaM, JexallHde Ha NOAYLIKe, CTajH TpellaTh ¥ HCKPHThb-
csi. — Hennoxo, Komanaup, — kHBHYJ oH Kpoky. — OGe-
llafiTe MHe, YTO JO TOrO MOMEHTa, Kak ciofa BepHeTcs
Komanaup llITopMm, Bbl cMOXXeTe OTCTOAThL XOTH Gbl MOIO
pe3uzeHuHIo!

— 4 kasHycb! — TyT e orBeTHs Kpok.

Banacrep Bbiulen u noutH GeroM mnpoGexxkas MHMO
LJMHHON LuepeHrH phluapedl. Kpok ycMmexHysacsi emy B
CMHHY W 3aKphl ABepb B KOpHAop. Tenepb oHH ¢ HMNepa-
TOPOM OCTaJjiich B majaTe OAHM. IlenHc BompocHTeJbHO
nocMotpes Ha MuJjocua. Kpok yabi6Hyscs W 0GHaXKHJ
XeJIThle KJbIKH:

— Bawe BeaunuectBo, 1 cam 6yny cuaefuTb 3a Hum!
HepnaBHo Banactep BcTpeuancs ¢ OMHHM H3 3eseHopy6a-
LIeYHHKOB mo HMeHH He#nop.

ITenHc ray6oKo M MPOTSAXHO B3HOXHYJI:

— Ota uHbOpPMaLHs AOCTOBEPHA?

Kpok KuBHy::

— Pacneuarka rosoca coBnafaeT C OPHTHHAJIOM.
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— Xopowo. — MnepaTop yn0BJETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJI. —
ITpomonkaiitTe. § Beab cam mpHKasan BaM caenaTb 3To!

— Himnepatop! — Kpok nposen sanoit no csoeit myuiu-
cToit wepcTH. — OHHM BCTPETHJIHCh B HHXKHeM Manbtene.
On' npukasan Heiljlopy MOKHHYTb YOKEpPOB H TeM CaMbIM
OTKPBITh WX [Jisl BHe3anHoro HanajeHus TpakoB. Bamw
MHHHCTP CUMTaeT, YTo B 6GJarogapHocTb 3a 310 TpakHaH-
ckasi JIura cpejiaeT ero MMIepaTopoM.

[Tenuc XMBbIKHYJI:

— A B 3TOM OH, HaBepHoe, npaB. Beapb Xyki HeHaBH-
OAT cnabbix. Y Mosl... Henmoc/ieg0BaTeIbHOCTD... PHBOAHT
HX K BBIBOAY O TOM, 4TO §1 o4eHb cyab. KoHeuHo, BanmoBep
NoNbITaeTCs H3BJNeYb U3 3TOro ANs cebs MaKCHMallbHYIO
none3y! KcraTH, a noyemy Bbl cpasy e He MpPHIIIH KO
MHe?

Kpok noan nieyamu:

— Ckopee Bcero, Bbl He paspelldsH Obl MHe cfenaThb
TOro, yto s cpenaJ!

INenuc sacmesucsa:

— Buaumo, Bbl npaBbl. B 3ToM Bonpoce s Ball goJsx-
HHK.

— U He Tosnbko B 3TOM. — KpOK moBepHyJs K MMmnepa-
TOpY CBOIO YMHYIO MefBexXbio Mopay. — CKaxkHTe, a Mory
JH f COOOLIMTL BaM LeHY?

B nanate oHu 6bi1M oaHH, H Ilennca nouyemy-1o oxsa-
THJIa HepBHas APOXb, HO OH TMEPeCH/IHJ ee H CNPOCHJ:

— Kakas xe ato ueHa?

— Ckaxure... — rojoc Kpoka cTajl XpHIJbIM OT BOJI-
Henusi. — Kto ynpasasn MuJsocoM Bce 3TO BpeMsi?

— Bawwu mogH noa arupod Tpuamckoro Tpona. Mot
NbiTaJHCh 3alUHTHTL Bac OT BParoB H BKJAAbIBaJH AEHbrH
B pa3BHTHe NuaHeThl. — [lemHc mopyMaJs, 4TO nomeps
Kanumanosaroxenuii nocmasusra 6ot Tpuadckuii*Tpox 6
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HeBbl200HOEe noroxwcerue 8 [Jomuruorne. Hmenrno noamo-
My Yurnmon u Baracmep xozda-mo nocmapasucs opea-
Husosamo nopajxcexue Ha 3moil naareme ceoux xe BolicK.
Ho aTto#t nHpopMauuu uMnepaTop He co6HpaJicsl BbIAaBaTh
MHJIOCLLY.

Kpox MHHYTY nopymai:

— A yTo 6bl710 6bl, ec/iH 6bl TPaKH NMpPSIMO ceiyac yLIIH
¢ Musoca?

— UYept no6epu, Mujaoc — 3To Necok, TBeproJobas
TBOs1 rosioBa!l — Tlenuc BcnaiecHyn pykamu. — Kakoit npok
OT 3TOH NJIaHeThl Ja)ke B TOM CJjlyyae, e€CJH TPaKH OTKa-
JXYTCSl OT Hee? ‘

— OT10 — Mos poauHa, — npopokoTana Kpok.

= Ha, s noHumawo 3to. — ViMnepaTtop nouyBcTBOBal,
CKOJIbKO JIIOOBH ObIJIO BJIOXKEHO B 3TH cjioBa. — Yero BH
NPOCHTE JIMYHO Y MeHS?

Kpok Top»KecTBeHHO cKa3as:

— §I xoTen 6Bl cTaTh npaBHTeNeM MuJoca.

ITenuc mokayas roJsioBoH:

— §1 He NpPOTHB, HO Beib 3TO COBCEM He B Moeii BiacTH!

— ITecox uccsaxaer. Passe ek LlITopm He rosopun
BaM 06 3TOM?

ITenuc oTpHUATeJbHO NOKauaj roJjloBoii:

— He rosopus. A BH-TO caMu 06 3TOM KaK y3Hajlu?

IT'naza Kpoka HamoJHWJIHCH CHSIOLIMM CBETOM:

— §1 Huxorna He 3aGhBalo cBoM pofaHLle MecTta. Kopo-
JeBa TpHKaTafa omneyajieHa TeM, 4TO CJyuHJioch Ha Muno-
ce. Beab nmecok — 3TO TO, YTO OCTaeTcsi OT TPaKHAHCKHX
rHe3n. Ero Bcerga Gbijio BIOBOJb, a ceHyac CTajlo 3HAYH-
TeJbHO MeHbllle. Tpaku He 3HalOT NPHUYHHBI 3TOro fBJe-
HHfA. § ToXe He 3Hal0, XOTSl — O YeM-TO [OTafbIBalOCh.
CKkopo Tpak¥ NOKHHYT MOIO pOAHYIO muaaHeTy. [lToka BhI
xo3siuH Tpruapackoro TpoHa, Munoc Bauw, ITennc. Tak oT-
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naiTe e MHe ero! OTo M ecTh TO, 0 YeM 51 XOTeJ Ionpo-
CHTb Bac.

— Iloka s xo3auH Tpuanckoro TpoHa... — 3alyM4HBO
NoBTOpHJ MMnepaTop. — PelueHo, komanaup! Ecan ¢ Mu-
Jloca YHAYT TpakH, NiaHeta — Baiua. K coxasnenHio, Huye-
ro 6ojlee KOHKPETHOTro sl He cMory BaM noo6eluaTb.

Kpok otman canot:

— DTo npekpacHo. O6 ocTanbHOM 51 M03a6oYych CaM.
Utak, Mbl ¢ BaMH OXXHAaeM Bo3BpalleHHs [lxkeka!



FAABA 26

daunbep npocHyJach OT rojiofa H crtpaxa. ['osoBa pac-
KajblBajlacb OT 6Gosau. MyuHTesbHble CHBI, KaK MHABKH,
BbICacbiBaJH Bce ee CYILecTBO, ¥ KOIla OHa mpockinajiachs,
yepHbl#t cMex Banposepa Banacrepa 3Byyan y Hee B yuiax.

Saubep ray6oKo B3ROXHYJA H NOMbITanach cOCPeOTO-
YHTbLCSl — HeT, OHa HHKaK He MoOIVIa M36aBHTbCSl OT 3TOH
rPA3HON M XXHPHOHl NpHMeCH B COGCTBEHHOM CyllecTBe.

E# onsiTh BCmoMHHW/Iach OrpOMHast NepenojIHeHHas 3ana,
KPHKHM YyOKepoB, cypoBasi MaprapeT, 4To-TO A0OKa3biBaio-
uast umMneparopy, cam Ilenuc B napagHoH# MaHTHH c 30J0-
THIM LUMTbEM — H OHa, CTOSlAs THXO-THXO, HO MpPH 3TOM
aTaKymoollas H yGHBaiollas CHJONH COGCTBEHHOro Mo3ra.

Her, xBatut! OHa 6osbuie HHKOrga He GyneTr 3Toro
nenath! OHa MpoCTO-HampocTo He MOXKET JeJaTh TakKHe
BellH, a noToM 6e3MaTexHO XHTb! Ho ceiiyac oHa nomxHa
cobpatbcsi — Belb psAfoM c Helo JKek, U OHa JOJ/DKHA
no3aGoTHTbcS 0 ero 6e3onacHoOCTH!

Boab ycnokauBaercsi. OHa OTXOQHT OT Hee KyAa-TO
B CTOPOHY, KaK OTXORHMT OT Gepera mops BosHa. Tpaku-
aHcKasi ceTKa-raMak BepTHTcs, dnubep GapaxTaeTcs B
Heil, NblTasich YAep>KaTh paBHOBecHe, HO OHA He XYK, He
nayk M He Myxa, YToOBl yMeTb JepxaThb paBHOBecHe B
TaKo# BoT nayTHHe! ['aMak KayaeTcs M KpPyTHTCA — Bce
6ricTpee H GbicTpee, H Dnnbep, HaKOHeU-TaKH, OKa3blBa-
eTcs Ha noJay.
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Bor Tak! OHa BcKakHBaeT Ha KOJIeHKH, MOTHpaeT
ywH6JeHHble MecTa, MOTOM MeJJIeHHO NoAHHMaeTcs H
oryisabiBaeTcs Mo cTopoHaM. XBaTHT cnaTh! Y>ke monowna
ee oyepellb HECTH [eXYypPCTBO Ha KopabJe.

IMuwesble 3anackl, BpyyeHHble HM TPaKaMH, OCTaBJfl-
JIH XeJsaThb Jy4luero. Msico oHH, KOHEYHO Xe, cpa3y OTJo-
KHJH B cTopoHy. He K 06eny 6yab ckasaHo, HO eCTb MACO,
npenjioxxeHHoe Tebe Jof0elaMH, GblIO He OYEHb-TO TPH-
ATHo. M Bce XKe y HHX ellie OCTaBa/IHCh 6006blI, CylueHble
GpPYKTHl M MHOTO XJ1e6a, TakK YTO NMpoAep>KaTbCs A0 BO3Bpa-
WweHHs Ha MaJsbTeH Han no KapoHa, Ha KoTopoM, MoxeT
6bITh, MpPeACTaBHTCS BO3MOXKHOCTb MOMOJIHHTb MPOAOBOJIb-
CTBeHHble Npunackl, .6610 MoxkHO. K ToMy xe ILlTopm
FOBOPHJI, UTO Y>Ke Cerofiisi OHH JOJIXKHbI BLIHTH Ha NpsiMoi
Kypc K KapoHy. Dnnbep 6pocHna B poT ropcTb CyLUEHbIX
ArO W TSXKeJIO B3[JOXHYJa.

J>kek yJbIOHYJCSI W MOBepHYJCA K HeH, KOrAa OHa
BBILJIa Ha Majy6y W npHcesa pspoM ¢ HHUM. KaxeTtcs, oH
HayaJl MPHBBIKATh K TOMY, YTO Telepb y>e He TOJIBKO ero,
HO H ee MyyaeT GeccoHHHua. Hx noJser AJHJICA YyXe
6oJible HefleJIM, H OHa Bcerja npockeinajiach ropasfio paHb-
e TOro BpeMeHH, KaK eH Hafo Gbljo BBIXOAHTb Ha AeXyp-
CTBO.

— Kakune HoBocTH? — Dinbep nocrapanach GbiTh Bece-
JIOH.

— Hukakux, — OTBEeTHJ OH, H ONATb MOCMOTpes Ha
3KpaHbl MOHHTOPOB. — CKOpPO Mbl 3aMefJ/IHM CKOpOCTb, a
yepe3 feBATb yacoB OyaeM MeHsThb Kypc. He 3a6yap kak
clleayeT TIPHCTErHYThCSl B CaMOM KOHLle HeXypcTsa!

Dnubep KHBHYyJa W 6ypKHyJa UTO-TO HeuJeHOopasaelb-
Hoe. OcBellleHHe NaHeJH ynpaBjeHHA GbJIO HepeakHM, H
Te OTTeHKH LBETOB, KOTOpble NnpeobJajalH B HeM, onKcaTh
6LlI0 OuYeHb TPYAHO, — BHAHMO, 3TO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO
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CNeKTpaJjblOMY AHAMNa30HY TPAaKHAHCKHX Iia3. ATOT CTpal-
HLIl CBeT XaoTHYHBIMM MNsITHaMH nJasan na axue Jkeka
M TOAMePKHBa/ ero YCTaloCThb M HampsiKCHHOCTb.

— D70 6b1a TpyAHas Houb? — DaubGep NMpHABHHYJACh
6amxe.

— M-M-M... — HeuJieHOpa3[eJibHO NpoGopMOTaJ OH.

— A B KaKo# NMOJIOBHHE CBOero «si» Thl ceiyac Haxo-
IUwbes’?

JDKex MOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee C HeCKpbIBaeMOH HpOHHeH:

— §1 — aTo Bcerga s. A TO, YTO NPOHCXOAHT CO MHOM
cefyac, HaBepHOe, MOXXHO Ha3BaTh NPHCTYNOM McuTaTelib-
HocTH. KTO-To nocTosiHHO HafieBaeT Ha MOIO Aylly 3Ty He
XapakTepHylo st MeHsi Macky. Ecau Mue noBeser. —
Jkek OGJIOKOTHJICS O CMNHHKY Kpecja W MOCMOTpeJ Ha
daubep. — § BcrioMUHalo, Kak Mosi MamMa roTOBHJa edy, a
s1 momoraJs eii, Hapesasi oBow Ansl canata. MlHoraa mue
BCMOMHMHAeTCsl LUKOJA... Mbl CHAMM 3a MapTod BMecTe C
MOHWM ABOIOPOAHBLIM GPaTOM H MbiTaeMcsi HrpaTh B MaJsieHb-
KHe l1axMaThl, 8 yYHTeJb YTO-TO FTOBOPHT, FOBOPHT H JaeT
HaM 3afjaHHe Ha OOM... A ec/H MHe He Be3eT... Toraa fl
onaTh Beay Gopb6Yy C MecKoM.

Sanbep yyacTJHBO NMOCMOTpesia Ha Hero:

— TebGe Hy)XXHa MoOsl MOMOLLb?

OH ray6oKo B3oOXHYJ, U OHa MOHAJA, UTO cefiuac oH
BAbIXaeT apOMaT ee BOJIOC H KOXH. JKeK XHTPO y/blGHYJ-
cl M OTBETHN:

— Tlomoww? Iloxanyi, Het. Bo BCikoM cayyae, HH B
YyeM TaKOM, YTO He MocTaBHJIO Obl PoysHH3a B HeslOBKOe
NoJIoXKeHHe. ..

— Poyauns... PoyanH3... — oHa Hafysa Ty6sl H OTKH-
HyJa Bosiocnl co a6a.— Bcee. Ceiiuac npuuiio BpeMsi Moero
ZleXXypCTBa.

LtopM BcTax:
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— Ecau yto-To cayunTes, cpasy ke no3oBH MeHs! —
dnubep HHuero He oTBeTHJa. OHa Ccesla B Kpecsio U cTaja
6ecnoKo¥HO BepTeTbCsl B HEM — CHJMieHbe, MpHcnocobeH-
Hoe JJIf TpakoB, GbLIO coBceM HeyAoGHO Ans Jiofei.

OHa OTKHHYJIa BOJIOCH M MOCMOTpeJia Ha MPUGOPHL.
Bpone 6bl Bce Ha Kopabse 6blio HopManabHO. DaH6Gep
YCIOKOH/IAach, H TYT K€ HepHbie MBICJIH ONSATb OLOJENH
ee. Yepr 6bl nob6pan atoro Banposepa! H3-3a Hero oHa
coBceM He MOrJa CrnaTh, HO H MPOCHYThCS KaK cleayeT
OHa TOXe He Morja. Bo uTo OH npeBpaTHJ/ ee >KH3Hb?
Hwu aBb, HY coH... A ellle — OHa NMOCTOSAHHO B3fparkeana,
KOrla KTO-TO, XOTb HEMHOTO MOX0XMit Ha [[)eKa, oKa3bi-
BaJicsl PSAAOM C Heil.

OHa noekHJach H BCe-TaKH CyMeJia epeKJ/IOYHTb CBOH
MBIC/IH Ha Apyroe — OHa JOJKHa Gblja cleflUTb 3a paboToit
HDaT4YHKOB.

* % *

HexypctBa Poy/iHH3a HeH3MeHHO BbIMafalH Ha caMble
onmacHble 4achl noseta. Korna kopa6ib Hayan TOPMO3HTb,
nexypun Poyauns, korga cran BuigeH KapoH, oH omaTts
6b11 Ha pexypctBe. Korna oH yBHAeN Ha 3KpaHe MJaHeTy,
OH KPHKHYJl OT PafoCTH, H 3XO0, pa3Hecsi ero Bo3rJjac rno
Kopa6Jio, pasbyauno daubep n Ixeka.

Jxek oknHKHyn Boyrd, W crapbiit GpoHeckadanap
cpasy »Ke 3allleBeJIHJICST M TOAHSJICS Ha HOCH:

«UTo c/ayyusioch, XO3SIMH?»

— §1 xoTen ckasaTb Te6e, YTO Mbl fosieTeqaH A0 KapoHa.
Cefiyac Poy/nnH3 BbiBefleT Hac Ha OpPOGHTY, H Mbl CTaHeM
uckatb caenbl Catoro Kanuna. I'n6kas o60/104Ka KOCTIO-
Ma 3absectena. J[>)Kek MOJIOXKHI PYKy Ha GpOHHPOBaHHYIO
PYKaBHLLY:

«f1 3Hal0 mopory», — Top>KecTBeHHO cKa3an Boyru. Ero
IJIYXOil roJloc HaMOJIHAM 3XOM MycTOil GPOHEKOCTIOM.
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Poynnns KpukHYy.:

= Csp, nogHuMHTech Ha nany6y!

Ixek kuBHYN Boyru:

— KoHeyHo, 3Haewb, 1 NPOCTO YBepeH B TOM, YTO Thl
noJKeH ee 3HaTb! §1 eule BepHycb. A MOXET GbITb... Thl
caM noaHuMelbcsi Ha naay6y? Toabko He caomali HHYero
no popore!

Litopm Boulen B pyOKY ynpaBJleHHst H aXxHYJl — TaKoro
OH COBCeM He OXHAaJ YBHAeTb. POyAHH3 MaKCHMajbHO
yBeJIHUHJ H306pakeHHe H MYCTHJ ero Ha OrpoMHbIH 3K-
paH, 3aHHMaIOLKH NPpaBYIO CTeHY.

Ha skpaHe nponsbiBaaM ocTaTKH TOro, yto eule CO-
BCeM HellaBHO GblJIO 3esieHOH UBeTyuiei nuaHeTol. [TnaHe-
To! KapoH... Heyxean e npaB Banapa, 1 sty uynecuyio
NJIaHeTy COXIJIH TOJBLKO AJSi TOro, YTOGbl NMOKOHYHTb C
HuM, Hoxkekom lltopmom? J)KeK 3aKphbul riasa.

M Bce-Taky, naaHerta He Gbina MepTBOii... Ee mokpbl-
BaJH OKeaHbl, Hall HCIO NJbLIH 06J1aKa, a CpefH YroJbHo-
YePHBIX MaTepPHKOB NPOGHBAJHCh esle 3aMeTHble 3MeHKH
3eJIeHOH pacTHTeJbHOCTH. Danbep yxe Gbina B py6ke. OHa
nojowna K [xkeKy M nocMoTpesa Ha Hero ¢ HeckphiBae-
MbIM YYBCTBOM TFOpPAOCTH:

— Tst caenan sto, Mxek Lltopm! D10 TROR pa6o1-al

— M3 nenna... — npo6opmotan Poyanus. — Bel 3acta-
BHJH MX BOCKPeCHTb-ee H3 nenaa!

Jl)xek BO Bce rsiasa cMoTpes Ha akpaH. KapoH onsatb
CTOSIJ Nepefi €ro riasaMi — BHOBb POXKIAIOLUHIACS, NMOMHLIA
Hajiexxk ¥ Gyayluero.

— 51 agech coBceM HH NpH yeM, — yasi6Hyaca Lltopm. —
3ATo 3acayra 3emjeycrpouTeieii. Ho nocMoTtpuTe-Ka ciopa!
OTH 3esieHble MOJIOCH yXKe NOCTAaTOYHO WHPOKH! Poynuus,
MoXKeT GblTb, HaCTaHeT AeHb, KOraa BallHd POAHTENH Nepe-
"6epyTcsi Ha 3Ty nuaHety!
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PoynuH3 nokayaJ rosioBod. Ero TeMHo-rony6uie riasa
cMoTpeJsiH TO Ha akpaH, To Ha llltopma:

— Pogutenu — Bpsig an. OHH 06yCcTpPOHAHCh HAa HOBOM
MecTe. A BOT 51 C YIOBOJILCTBHEM KOTAa-HHOYAb Mocenioch
TyT. — OH nocTyd4aJs Mo KpbllKe KOHTPOJILHON NMaHesNH. —
Sl BKJIIOUMJ MOCTOSIHHBIA CHTHaJl, NepefalolIHi HalluX No-
3bIBHbIe... HaBepHOe, He OYeHb MHOrHe MOXKeJaloT BCTpe-
THTbCS C TPaKaMH.

He ycnmen PoyauHs 3amosnuaTh, KaK JiaMrnodka Ha na-
HeJIH BHelUHeM cBf3H 3amurana. OH yawi6Hysacsa Lltopmy
H CKJIOHMJICS HaJ TOJIyYeHHbIM COOGLUEHHEM.

Korga Poyauns pacwmndposan coobuwenue, - danbep
YAHBJIEHHO NpOH3HecJa:

— Boxe Moit, KaKoi C/IOXHBIH S3bIK!

XKapronHble cJIOBeUKH, MejbKalolllie Ha 3KpaHe, He
MOJlaBalHCh OMHCaHHIO. PyanH3 ¢LIpKHY.IL

— Toubko GecnpH3OPHHKH M3 MaJIbTEHCKHX TpYLL06
CMOTYT MepeBecTH 5TO Ha HOPMaJbHBbIH YesoBeYeCKHH A3bIK!

BMmecTo Toro, yto6hl OTBETHTH yAapoM Ha YAap H
MOAWYTHTD Haj IOHOLIeH, Kak DIHGep 06BIYHO STO Aesana,
OHa BIpYr noG/efHena, MOHHKAA H 3aKphua raasa. Poy-
JIMH3 He 3aMeTHJ ee peaKUHH, HO JXeK MOHAJ, YTO C Hel
TBODHTCH YTO-TO He TO. ¥ Bce-TakH OHa B3sna cebs B
PYKH, 0603BaJjla’ KanHTaHa BCAYECKHMH H3BICKaHHBIMH CJIO-
BaMH, 3aCTaBHJa ero pacxoxoTarthcs, a Jxkeka octaBusia B
NOJIHOM HeOYMEHHH — OH TaK H He TMOHAJ, YTO NMPOH3BEJIO
Ha Dnu6ep Takoe CTpaHHOe BleyaTJieHHe.

«[ocnogu! — Bapyr noayman Lltopm. — Ha aTo xe
nocnanue Banactepa!l — oH HenmpoH3BOJILHO CXaJl KyJa-
ku. — Hy, koHeuHo e, oT Basnactepa! Beab Toubko
MHHHCTp HMMNepaTopa HaablBajg DaHbep s e I H, a 3TO
CJIOBO TpoMeJsibKHYJo B Tekcre! HaspiBan a1 e a H, a
OTHOCHJICSl K HeH, Kak K T p 1 3 H."OH BCNOMHHI, Kak
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Mepefl OTJIeTOM MHHHCTP mnojowen K 2Dau6ep H Kak
GLICTPO OHa yGexcaja OT Hero. A MOTOM... BeAb K Hel
BepHYJHCh BCe ee MHOrouMcJeHHble HaBbIKH, KOrAa-To
notepsinHpie Ha ButHu! HHTepecno... [Touemy xe oHa
TaKk Gosisack BannoBepa? Benb HH OfHO >XMBoe cylle-
CTBO Ha CBeTe He MOIJIO ee 3anyraTh, 3a HCKJIOYeHHeM,
KOHEeYHO >Ke, ee npexHero xo3suHa Poabda. Ho Poabd
NaBHO Y>e GblJl MepTB...»

Banacrep, koHeuHo, Banactep. UesnoBek, KOTOphIi Tak
GLICTPO M JIOBKO 3aMeHHJ Ha nocty YuHToHa. Ha nocty
TOro camMoro YHHTOHa, KOTOpbLIH Korfga-To mpejal MX Ha
Munoce. JI>)xex 3HaJ, 4TO B 3TOM 3aroBope y4acTBOBa/H H
apyrve. BangoBep B To BpeMsi Gbll CBSI3YIOLIHM 3BE€HOM
Mexay YuHToHoM M [lemncoM M ocraBajcsi B TeHH. A
cejiyac OH BblJe3 Ha cBeT Boxuit. Tak Kak >Ke MOrJIO TaK
C/NYYHTbCH, UTO OH, B3POCHbIH, MHOro 3a CBOIO XH3Hb
NOBHAABIUMHA YeJslOBeK, He YBHAEN OYCBHAHOroO?

— daubep! — rpoMko ckaszan Ixek. OH xoTes oTOHTH
B CTOPOHY M KaK CJieflyeT NMOroBOPHTb CO CBOeH JIIOGHMOH,
Ho TyT PoyaHH3 coobuiui:

— KomaHaup, c BaMH XOTSIT NeperoBopHTh!

PoyJInH3 MOKPYTHJ pbluar HaCTPOHKH H BKJIIOYHJ M306-
paxeHne. Ha akpaHe nosiBUJiCSl OrpoOMHbIH BOHH C BOMH-
CTBEHHO-HArJIOBaThiM BhblpaXkeHHeM JIHLIA.

— JHunapo! { He omoapan? — cnpocua lrtopm.

Yokep pa3syabibacs.

— Ha op6uTe s ocTaBua AN Bac Koe-KakHe KJIOYH K
pasranke rnpoHculefulero, Ho Bul npoJetend mMumo! Y Bce
>Ke, npoJieTeB MHMO, Bbl nonanayu npsamo cioaa. Kak ke ato
MOFJIO NMPOM3OHTH?

— §I snaio Cpartoro KaanHa, — THXo oTBeTHa IKek.
PsagoM ¢ HHM crosnn Daubep H PoynHH3 KM Hanpsi)KeHHO
CMOTpeJIH Ha 3KpaH.
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— IMousitHo. — InHapo cyxo kuBHyn. — Cnyckaiitech
Ha MoBepXHOCTb, HaM C BaMH O MHOIOM HaJ0 MOrOBOPHTb.

— Xopowo. — Ixex kuBHysa Poynunsy. — CHuMHTe
HallKX KOOPAHHATHI.

— Cayiuatocs, cap!

daubep cxsatuaa llropma 3a pyky:

— Jxek! Hxkek! IToxanyicra! [To3Bosb MHe cycTHTB-
¢ BMecTe ¢ ToGoi!

Jlxek sapymanca. On ouens mo6un dnubep. Ho mor
JIM OH elf I0BepsiTh, 3Has TO, YTO 3HaN? Ecau Banposep u
BIpaBAy GblJ ee X03siHHOM... Ml BHHa, U HelloBepHe cMellH-
BasiHch B Jlxkkeke B ogHo. EciiM Bce moayuyHsoch Tak, Kak
OH mpejrnoJiara’, oH caM 6ot BHHoBaT B aTom! OH Jsier Ha
onepauuio H OCTaBHJ DanGep OAHY — MalsleHbKylo, 6e33a-
IIMTHYIO, B CTeHaX YrpioMoro nemnxHcoBCKOro ABopia, noJ-
HOTo 3J106bl W HHTPHT. )

— Mbul moiigeM Ha 3Ty BcTpeuy Bce BMecTe. Mau xe
Ha Hee He MOHJET HHKTO M3 Hac, — pellHTeJbHO CKasal
Poynnus. II>)KeK ¢ yauBJieHHeM ITOCMOTpeJl Ha KalHTaHa, a
MOTOM, MOAYMaB, KHBHYJI:

— Xopouto, nycTb Gyaet Tak!

— Bce Mbl mnoifiieM B GpOHeKOCTIOMax, — JA06GaBHJ
Poynnus.

JDKek ellle pa3 KHBHYJI.



FAABA 27

Kak u panbuie, Kapon nax sk3oTHYeCKHMH NpsiHOCTS-
mu. Ho cefiuac Kk npuBKycy apomaTa pacTeHHii NpHMCUIH-
BaJiCsl 3anax rapH H vero-To eiue, ot yero Lltopmy 3axo-
TeJIOCh B3[IOXHYTb NOJIHOM TPYAbIO, 3aKpHUaTh H 3ansakaTb.
DTo 6bly1 3aNaXx NMJaAogopoaHOHMN 3emad. OH MoHsA
3TO H pacTepsiHHO yanibiyacs. Kaxercs, Kapon nefcTBH-
TeJIbHO BO3POAHJICS 32aHOBO.

Ceiiuac Ha MecTe Ma/iCHbKHX TOPOAKOB M LIaXTepCKHX
noceJjieHWH, yTOMalOWHX B HeyeMHOH M OYyHHOH 3eJjieHH,
BHIHENHCb OrpOMHblE CTeK/siHHble opaHXXepeH. BaseTHo-
nocafouHble TMoJIOCHl [/l THAPOCAMOJIETOB TepeceKali
KOpHuyHeBble 6ecTpaBHble nossHbl. CoGcTBeHHO, ruapoca-
MOJIET M AOJKeH Obl1 J0CTaBHTb HX Ha BcTpeuy ¢ Jluuapo.
OHnu orown OT cBoero KopaGJsi, ceid B HeGosbluylo
BO3JYLIHYI0 MalUHHY o6TeKaeMod (opMbl H B3JIeTeJH.
ThicAYH HaCeKOMBIX C Pafy>XHbIMH KpblIbSIMH NMapHJIH B
Bosayxe. Ilxkek 3acmesacs. Byner, 6yaer, 6yner na Kapo-
He >XH3Hb!

IllTopM ykpamko# nocMmoTpesn Ha dauGep: OHa IpH-
CTpoHJIach Ha 3aflHeM CHIAEHbe H Besla ce6fl TaK THXO H
10CAYLIHO, YTO ee BooOle TPYAHO GblJIO 3aMETHTb.

Korna oHM BHIMPHIrHY/JH W3 caMosieTa, TYuM HaceKo-
MBIX, JIGTEBIUMX 33 HMMH, OGJEMHJAH HX GPOHEKOCTIOMbI.
dnubep ¢ M3yMJIeHHeM CnpocHJa:

— Yro 310 Takoe?
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— He 3naio0, — orBeTHa JI)Kek. — Bo3M0oXXHO, OHH Kak-
TO TNOAAEPXKHBAIOT CYLIECTBOBaHHE MHKPOOPraHH3MOB, 06-
pasylouIHXx Mnouysy...

— A cxopee Bcero Hao60poT — He NO3BOJSIOT 3THM
MHKpo6aM pa3MHOXaTbCsl Yepecuyp aKTHBHO, — OTKJHK-
nynca Poynauua. — Komauaup, HacKko/NbKO sl NMOHHMaIO,
noxka Bce HAeT Hemoxo?

J>xxkek KHBHYJI. Uepe3 HeCKOJNIbKO CeKYHJ, Korga obna-
KO HaCeKOMbIX pajy>XHOIO CMHpa/jbio NMOAHAJNOCH BBeEpX,
IlltopMm yBHAes ellle OAHOrO YesloBeKa B GpPOHeKOCTIOMe.

K HuMm npubamxkancs Huuapo. Ho noyemy-to psmoM c
HHUM He 6blIO0 OrpoMHOro mob6popyiHoro JxoHaTaHa.

— A rge >xoHatan? — ctporo cnpocun JIxek.

JIMHapo MOAHSM NHUEBOE CTEKJO M OTBETHJ:

— OH B ka3zapme, ltopm. OH He oyeHb Xopowo cebs
4YyBCTBYeT.

— B TakoMm cayuyae, st MOJXKHa ¢ro yBHAeTb! — KPHKHY-
na daubep H pelUIHTeNIbHO HampaBHJAAcbh K KasapMmaM, HO
JnHapo cxBaTHJ ee:

—- He Tak 6bicTpo! B KOHLe-TO KOHLOB, -3TO 3eMJst
yokepoB! Becb aToT kKommaeke, — JHHapo o6Bes pyKo#
BOKpYT, — 3anoBeAHHK yokepoB. Tak uTo, ecii Bbi NpHOGLI-
JIU o npHKa3y uMnepartopa Ilenuca, Ha 3Tol 3eMJle Bbl He
o6Jsanaete o¢pHUHAALHBIMH MOJHOMOYHSIMH.

— A ecsu He no npHkasy? — Iuubep AepHyJa pyKaB
GpoHecKkagaHapa H BbIpBajla ero H3 XeJie3HOil pyKaBHLbI

JuHapo.
— A eciM He mo nMpHKa3y, Mbl C BAMH CMOXKeM HayaTh
neperosBopsl. — J[HHapo ¢ HarJplM BHAOM OCMOTpPeJN HMX C

Hor jo rosioBbl. — CregyiiTe 3a MHO#.- fl npoBeny Bac B TO
MecTO, Ile Bbl CMOXKeTe CHSITb GPOHEKOCTIOMBI.

— JIuuHo A He co6Hpaloch CHHMaTbh GpPOHEKOCTIOM, —
3asiBusa dnubep.
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— KocTioMbl — 3TO Opy»KHe, a Bbl HAXOAUTECh B CBSITOM
MecTe. — JIHHapo npe3pHTesbHO MocMoTpest Ha Hee. LlTopm
noxkas nJjieyaMH, TpoHysn PoynuHsa 3a pykaB u nosed
Hasag K ruapocamonerty.

— Mbl roToBbl pa3roBapHBaTb C TOGOH TOJLKO B TOM
cAiyyae, eC/H Thl 6yAellb peaaucToM! — OH XMYpo MOCMOT-
pes Ha BOHHCTBEHHOTo yokepa. — Mbl Befilb He MOXHLIAJMH
cMepTesIbHO GOJIbHOTO YeJjioBeKa M He BBIHOCHJIH €ro ¢
60eM M3 HMMepaTopcKoro aBopual

— Cornacen! — orsetna funapo. — Ho Ha GoabHuu-
HYI0 KOHKY Te6fl OTMpaBHJ He f, a TPakKH.

JXKeK LepeMOHHO MOKJOHHJCS:

— DBuaaropapio noxopHo! {1 He mepXy KaMHs 3a nasy-
xo#i. Bo BcsikoM caydae, noka...

~ Xopowo. B TakoMm cayyae cieaydTte 3a MHOM. —
JluHapo onycTHJ JIHLIEBOE CTEKJIO, MOBEPHYACA H MOBes HX
BHH3.

Ias Toro, uToGbl MpPoHTH B HeGOJ/BbIIOH COOPHBIH A0-
MHK, HM MPHLIJIOCh NPHTHYTb roJioBbl. JXkek ¢ HHTepecoM
corasHynca. Ha nsepH, Beayweit B HeGosblIOH KaGHHeT,
BHCeJIH TPpaMKH M KapThl.

— Uro-To pasbicKHBaeTe? — C YCMeLIKOH CHPOCHJ
Topm.

— Her, Hnyero. Mbl Beab Bcerfia npoBOAMM HccJeflo-
Balusfl, eC/H HaM JaloT Ha 3To paspeluenne. Kcrat, Mbl
OGHapYXHJIH 3aJieXKH HOPUHTA Ha APYroM Kpalo MaTepHKa.
A pspgoM ¢ HHMH — BbIropeBllre JOTJA TPaKHaHCKHe rHes-
fa ¢ octaTKaMH necka. Ecau 6u1 Koapon He nonan toraa B
HeBeJOMYIO OrHeHHylo 6yplo, ckopee Bcero, cefdyac Bce
NPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYr Hac Ghijo Obl 3aHATO NeckoM. —
JnHapo KHBHYyJ Ha kopupmop. — Ilpoxomute. TpeTbsi KOM-

Hata HaneBo. KoHeuHo, B OpYy>XHH HaM 6)’116‘!‘ TaM TecCHo-
BaToO...
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— B Tecnore, na He B o6Hie, — TYT XC 3aMeTHJa
Aaubep M nowsa Bnepel. B nomewenun dunapo onsth
NOAHSJ JHLeBoe cTekao, H JXkeK yBHACS, HTO Ol CMYLUeH.
Bce ke BOMHCTBEHHbIH YOKCP OCTaBajiCsi TeM KE CaMblM
YeJIOBeKOM, KOTOPbIH KOTAa-To yuHs danbep nosb3oBaThCs
OpY)XHEeM — XOTSl yPOKH, KOTOphbie OH jlah eii, 6blJH coBep-
LEHHO CeKpeTHBI.

Poyauns v HOuuapo, wepwxe snepead Lltopma, He
PacCUHTaNH PacCTOSHHSA H CTOJIKHYJHCb APYr C APYroM.
Jxek ¢ nHTepecoM Ha6aionan 3a HUMH. O6a — BbiCOKHe
H CTpOIiHble, B MOUTH OAHHAKOBLIX 6POHEKOCTIOMaX, OHH
BCIO >XKH3Hb HAXOMHJHChH NOA NpsiMbIM BaAHsAHHeM Kanuna.
Ho xakas ke pasnHnua 6bi1a Mexay HHmMH! IuHapo —
9HEPrHyHblid H caMoJIOOHbIH, HHKAK He CMOr CMHPHTbCS
C Hapsillell B )KH3HH YOKepOB YyNnopsil0YeHHOH CKYKOH —
H CaMHM CBOHM CYLUECTBOBaHHEM MPHHOCHJ Yrpo3y XH3HH
pPeJIMrHO3HON ceKThl. POy/JHH3 — cnoKoiHHbLIH H yBepeH-
HbIi B ceGe, lie Ob yOKepoM OT POXAGHHA, HO RO
nocjiefHei rayGHHB CBOeH AyluH npHBssaaca k CaaTo-
My KanuHy nocsne Toro, Kak TOT BbITAalUHJ ero ¢ TOro
cBeTa.

JI>keK B3LOXHY/N H Ha MHHYTY oTBea IHHapo B cTo-
poHy:

— CkaxH MHe, y Te6Gs1 HET HHYEro TaKoro, o 4em Mbl
[O/KHbl GblJIH Gbl NOrOBOPHThL HaeluHe?

JnHapo B3AOXHYJI: .

— Bbl nosmxkHbl 3HaTh, yTo JlXoOHaTaH ymHpaeT. I He
3Halo, YTO CJYYHJOCh C HHM H ¢ KaJlHHOM H KTO 3aXBaTHJ
Kannna nocne Toro, Kak OHH pacCTajIHCh.

— Hy, 370 3Haio 1, — ckasan [Jxek. — OH npuGua
ciofa AJsl Toro, 4To6bl BCTPETHTbLCS C aT-(papesamH.

— O Boxe! — IOunapo ocraHoBuJcsi. — BooGuie-To,
Kasnun roBopus MHe 06 3TOM, HO £t IOYEMY-TO AyMaJl, YTO
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CJIyUHNIOCH ellle YTO-TO, — MoXKeT ObiTb, Ha Hero Hamanau
TpakH, a MoXeT G6blTb, KTO-TO H3 nupaToB [lenuca...

J>KeK mMoKauaJl ToJIoBOH:

— Her...

— Ho B TakoM ciyuae, Bac CJHIIKOM MaJo AJsi TOro,
4yTo6b WATH no cieny Kaanna. — IluHapo mocMoTpes B
rnasa UTopmy.

Jxek yJabiGHYyJCS:

— Paspewn MHe /1 Hauyana noroBopHTb ¢ J[)KOHaTa-
HOM.

JoxonaTaH, BepHblit cnyTHHK CBatoro Kaauna, noxy-
HeJl, CBeXHJCH M CTal TMOYTH Hey3HaBaeMbIM. Saubep
CTallKJIa C TOJIOBLI LJIeM H OMYCTHJAch Ha KOJIEHH PsaoM
C TIOXOAHOH KPOBaThIO.

J>)koHaTaH ToBepHYJ Xypoe cepoe JHLO K JKeky:

— Komanaup llTopM... — npousHec OH, H ero roJoc
cran xpunasimv — CaToit Kanuu Hagesiacst, 4To Bbl MOAO-
crieeTe BOBpeMS...

JIKeK B3NOXHYJI:

— OueHb Xajb, HO MHe MpPHLIJIOCh ero pa3oyapoBaThb.

— Het. — )koHaTaH roBOpHJl MeflJIeHHO H THX0. — Bl
HHKOTla He TPHHOCHJM eMy pa3oyapoBaHHM. Bul Bceraa
roBOpPHJIM O HeM KaK O 4YeJloBeKe, KOTOpPHIH cTapaeTcs
coBeplluaTh 6JlaropofiHble MOCTYNKH. — JlXOHaTaH Abillal
TSAXeJOo, CO CBHCTOM. B KoMHaTe 6blI0o oueHb THXO. Bce
CMOTpeJH Ha noMouiHHKa KajHHa ¢ coyyBCcTBHEM H JIOBH-
JIH Ka)k[0e ero CJoBO.

— JluHapo ckasaJ, uTo Bbl 6yfeTe MeHs HcKaThb. S emy
OTBETHJ, YTO HHMKOTAA He COMHeBaJiIcA B TOM, YTO Bbl
6ynerte nckath H MeHsi, 1 Kanuna. Ho oH Takoit mosono#
H CTPeMHTeJIbHBIH...

— Mbl Bce KOrga-to ObIM MOJIOABIMH... — CKa3al
Jokek. Iloxsana Kaauna, kotopyio mepenan emy JxoHa-
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TaH, OuYeHb CMyTHJa M pacTporana cro. Oun cnpocua y
Hunapo:

— Kak uacto kopabau c Kspona otnpasasiotcs na
Manbten uan B JloMHHIOH, HAH B JII060E MeCTO C XOpo-
WHM MEeIHUHHCKHM NepcoHaJoM?

JI>)KoHaTaH MoXaJl NJeyamy:

— Kaxnyo Hepemo. Ha sto#t nemene kopabsb yxe
oTGblA, TaK YTO Tenepb Halo XAaTb caefylouled HeAesH.

— B rakom cayuae, cpenail Bce Ans TOro, 4To6bl
J>xkoHaTan nmonas Ha Hero.

— Uro xacaetca Il)koHaTaHa, — CKa3ajJl CMepTesbHO
nobaeatieBWHH JuHapo, — TaKk eMy MNMpPHOETCS OCTaTbCs
3gecb. On — MoH cBHAeTC/b.

— Ja, on BHAEJ BOCTaTOMHO MHOro, — raasa dauGep
ropejaH oT rHesa. — Ho Mbi go6panuchk po Kspona Ges
nocTopoHiieil MoMolLH, AyMalo, uto u Kannna Mbl cMoXeM
HaiTH Ge3 Hee.

JInuo JuHapo H3aMeHHJoch. KaxkeTcs, ero uto-to pac-
cTpousio. QH noayMaJl, NPHHAJ pelleHHe H KUBHYA JKeky:

— Xopouwo. B KoHLUe-TO KOHLUOB, MHe YXOH& 3a HHM
HY>XeH He Gojblle, YeM BaM.

PoyaH1i3 BTIHYJ FOIOBY B MJ1e4YH, MOBEPHYJICS, Bbilles
H y>e W3 KOpHAOpa KPHKHYJ:

— Miie Hano paso6GpaTbCsi C ABHraTeJeM FrHAPOCaMoO-
Jera...

C Ounapo TBOpHJOCH YTO-TO lieBooGpasimoe. O apo-
»an. Ero aHuo nokpbiiock HenapHHoit 3aocTi. la... Beab
n JI>koHaTaHa OH OTMYCTHJ TOJILKO MOTOMY, YTO ero CMepTh
y’Ke He MOIJIa MPHHECTH BOHHCTBEHHOMY YOKepy HHKaKoH
BhIFOJbI.

JDxeK B3LOXHYJ H Bbillies1 Bcaeq 3a Poyannsom. Kanu-
TaH GeXaJsl Mo KOPHYHEBATO-4ePHOH NMOBEPXHOCTH GbICTPbI-
MH KOPOTKHMH llIaraMH.
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— Yrto cayuyusoch?

PoyauH3 nogHssm Ha Hero spKo-rony6ble rnasa:

— §1 He poBepsio Hunapo.

— H Toxe. — J[)KeK BHHMaTeJIbHO MOCMOTpeJ] B rjasa
MoJsiofoMy peitapio. — Ho... BUAHLIb JiH, s XOTeJ Obl, YTOGLI
y MeHsi 6bljla BO3MOXKHOCTb HabJloaTh 32 HHM, Bellb €CJIH
CHTyaUuHsl H3MeHHTCS M HabuiofaTh 3a HaMH 6yneT IuHa-
po, aTo 6yamet ropasao xyxe. C To6o# Bce B nopsiaxe?

BpoHekocTioM Poy/iMH3a 6bl1 HacTOJNILKO TOHOK, YTO
naxke yepe3 nse 6poHH J>)Kek cMoOr mouyBCTBOBaTb, Kak
paccsabHicsi ero CNyTHHK.

— Bce xopowlo, — KHBHYJl KanHTaH.

Hrak, KakK »Ke OH NOJXKeH MOCTYNMHTh Aajblie? JxKoHa-
TaHy, cKopee Bcero, He CTOHT cjyllaTb Ty 3alHCh, KOTO-
pylo capenan Boyru. Ilocne o6epa IllTopm oTBesn Bcex B
MaJieHbKYI0 3BYKOHENpOHHLIaeMyl0 KOMHATKY, KOTOpYIO
NOArOTOBHJ AN HUX JIMHapo, H TMPOKPYTHJ TNJEHKY.

dnunbep cxBaTH/MACh 32 TOJIOBY H KDHKHYJa:

— Boxke moii! — ee csioBa MOBHC/IH B 3BeHsLIEH THLIHHE.

Bce onu cHsAnu G6poHeKocTioMbl. BoyrH THxo oTmbixan
B yray.

JIHHapo NOTArHBa/Jl M3 CTaKaHa KaKOH-TO MeCTHbIA
HaMHTOK.

— KanuH nosroe BpeMs HaxoAuics HeflalleKo OTcCiofa, —
32[lyMYHBO CKas3an oH. — YUTo )Ke MOIIO ero Tak Hamyrarb?

— EcsH MBI y3HaeM 3To, MBI y3HaeM M TO, Fie ceiuac
OH HaXOAMTCH, — 3aflyMyHBO cKasan Jlxek.

— Ho Beagb MBI faxke He 3HaeM, B KaKOM HanpaBJlieHHH
Hao BeCcTH MOHCK. AT-papessl NPHXOAAT M YXOAAT, HO
nocjie HX YXOfa He OCTaeTcsl HHKakHX caenoB. [Iaxe
TPaKH, KOTOPble BOIOIOT C HHMH YyXe CTO, a MoxXeT OhiTb
H OBecTH JleT, He 3HAIOT, OTKyAa MOSBJAAIOTCS 3TH slle-
pel. — JluHapo mocTaBHJ mepef coboi cTaKaH.
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J>)KeK ¢ MHTepecoM MOCMOTpeJ l1a Hero:

— 3HauyuT, Thl YXKe He Xouelb HATH C HaMH?

— Co6upaiocb, — yoKep BcTal. — Beab KT0-TO monxeH
3a6paTh TeJo. Thl ckasas, yTo 3naeilb gopory. Tak gaBai-
Te HahgeM Kanuna mo Toro, Kak MfATeX Ha ManbTeHe
OMATbL 3axXJIeCTHeT BCIO MJaHeTy!

— A Tbl He Xouelb OCTAaHOBHTb MATEX? — CMNpPOCHJ
cMepTenbHO Gaenublii Poyanns. OH siBHO esle caepXHBan
cels. )

— ¥ KannHa BepHble nocjefoBaTe/iH, — MoxaJ nieya-
mu HOuuapo. — Ecan Gespasnnune JomuuuoHa W Tpuanc-
Koro Tpona auwuau Hac Hawero CssiToro, a cyas no
BCeMYy, TaK M MPOH3OWJO, TO Mbl, YOKepbl, COBCEM He
JOJKHBI MPHHHMAaTh 3TO CMOKOHHO.

— He nyrait nac, — ¢uipkHyna daubep Ilon ee
rfasaMH CBETHJHCb CHHHE KPYrH — OHa O4eHb-odeHb
ycTaja.

— 5 coBceM He 3anyruBalo Bac. — JJHHapo yyBCTBOBal
ce6st KOpoJieM H XO03fHHOM. — Sl TOJNbKO HamoMHHalo BaM
0 TOM, YTO MOXEeT IPOH30MTH.

daubep nopoxnala, Noka cjelbl yokepa He CTHXIIYT B
KopHIOpe, H YCTaJo NpoM3Hecsa:

— XoTenocb 6bl MHe 3HaThb, Ha YTO OH pacCYHTLIBaET.

—_0O, ero pacueThl o4yeHb npocThl. — JXKeK ycMexHyJ-
csi. — On XoTen Gbl 3aHATH AOMKHOCTb Kanuua, a atomy
Mor npensTcTBoBaTh TolbKo Jxonatad. Hy, mo cero aus
Huuapo yGepsuiaca B TOM, YTO TOT COBeplIeHHO He B
dopwme.

Poynnns, HepBHHYan M 3aHKasCb, CPOCHA:

— A Kak Bbl AyMaeTe... KaKOBbl LIAHCBI Ha TO, 4TO
CpsaToii Kanuu Bce ewe KuB? :

~ f He 3Halo. — Ixek B3goxHysa. Ho nouemy-to s
AyMalo, UTO OH XXHB. A Thl?
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KanuTaH yabiGHyJCSl WUHPOKOH MaJsIbYHIUIECKOH yJbi6-
KOli:

— {1 Toxe He 3Haw. Ho 51 Toxe nmouyemy-To Aymalo, 4ToO
oH >xHB. Beap Mbl co CBaTbiM KannHOM cBsizaHbl coBceM
0co6bIM 06pa3soM...

dsn6ep Hanpsaraace. OHa cuiena B KpecJe U nepeGH-
pajla TOHKHMH NajblaMH CBOH MYLUHCTbie BOJIOCHI, HO H3-
3a TeMHOH npsaaH Ha Jl)keka BHHMaTeJIbHO CMOTpeJ 30J10-
THCTO-KapHH .rjas.

— Tbl meHCTBHTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO OH BCe elle XXHB? —
CIIPOCHJIa OHAa YYTb CJBILLHO.

— Ja. — Jl)kek BHHMaTeJbHO cMOTpes Ha Hee. — Ho
sl COBCEM He 3Hal0, CKOJIbKO ellle OH MpoAepXHTcA. A elue
s He 3Halo, KaKHM crnoco6oM Banacrep co6upaercs ot-
BJleyb Hallle BHHMaHHe oT MaJbTeHa.

dunbep B3ApPOrHyJa, OTKPLIA POT, COGHPAsCh YTO-TO
CKa3aTb, HO NMOTOM B3[0XHYJIa, 3aKphbljla POT M NMpoMoaya-
aa. Yto-To B llITopMe Gosle3aHeHHO noBepHyJock. OH noay-
MaJj, YTO 3TO, HaBepHOe, B HeM CpaXkalOTCA TaK H He
coefliHHBLIHECS MeXAYy COGOH MOJIOBHHKH ero «si», HO B
JaHHbIH MOMEHT ero MbICJH GblJIH KPHCTaJbHO-NMPO3payHbl.
OH 3acTaBua cebsi YCMOKOHTbCA.

— Hy ¥ MHoroe >xe TeGe M3BeCTHO? — CIPOCHJIA OHa,
6eccMbIC/IEHHO CMOTPS Ha CBOH COGCTBEHHble HOTH.

OH B30OXHYJI:

— HewmHoroe... To, yTo Thl OKa3ajacb B OTYasitHHOM
NIOJIOXKEHHH H corjlacH/lach BepHYTb ce6e CBOH yTpaueH-
Hble croco6HocTH. Hy, a BangoBep sanycTuJ B Te6s1 CBOH
KploukH. Ecsin 6561 Thl ero He 6osiiach, OH He cMor Gbl 3TOro
cresath. Ho ecain Gbl OH He GbIJI OMHHM M3 TeX, KTO MOXeT
To6OI0 YnpaBJsTh, Thl He Gosinach Gbl ero.

— A ‘sg-To gymana, YTo THl IO CHX NOp AepeBeHCKHH
" MaJIbYHILKa C OCJIMHBIMH yllaMH. — DyiH6ep riy6oKo B3f0X-
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Hyaa. — IloHumaelb, i He Mory 60poTbCl € HHM — OH
nuTaeTcss MHOM. Bce, 4TO 51 HH AeJsalo, TOMIbKO npHGaBsieT
eMy 3Hepru.

JI>XXeK NMpHCTaJbHO NMOCMOTpPEJN Ha Hee:

— Koro oH xoueT noiiMaTb B CBOH CeTH?

OHa noKauasja rojoBoH H CKHHyJa co J6a npsgb
BOJIOC:

— §I He 3Halo. Jlaxke Toraa, KOria oH ynpasJjsieT Moei
NCHXHKOM, 1 He MOy pa3rafaTh ero LeJieif Ko nocJjeaHero
MoMeHTa. Hlo TOro, moka He CTaHOBHTCH CJHIIKOM IIo-
3[IHO...

HItopM mpsiMO cnpocHJ:

— Ilennc?

OHa 3aKpbula JIHLO PYKaMH H BCXJIHNHYJa:

- Ha, Ixek, ...

— Ko eme?

— INpuHuecca... — Dnnbep oTopBajia PYKH OT JHUA. —

HiMenHo nostoMy 3eseHble Py6allkn H He cMOIJIH o6benH-
HHUTBCH.

— A xak Hacyer Kanuna?

— §l... 7 He 3Hal0. — Danbep BhITEpJa HOC H elle pa3s
BcxaunHyna. Cefiyac oHa Gblia moxoxXa Ha Ty AeBOYKY,
KOTOpPYI0 OH BCTPeTHJ] MHOro JieT Ha3zag. — M To H s
NpeKpacHO 3HaeM, YTO H 3TO — TO)Ke BeposiTHo. Beab
cMepTh KanuHa GpocHT TeHb Ha IlenHca M OKOHYaTesNbHO
HCMOPTHT ero JeJa.

JlxXex NpoTsAHYN PYKY K CTaKaHy ¢ HallHTKOM MeCTHO-
ro usrotosaeHHsi. OH He cnpocha y. Daubep, He GLIIO JIH
y Hee NnpHKasa y6HTb €ro caMoro, — He CHPOCHJ, NOTOMY
YTO He XOTeJs CJbIIIATh OTBETA.

Auikorosib 06ker ropsio ¥ onajuj BHYTPeHHOCTH. Jxkek
sakausiics. DaHbep NeyasbHO NMOCMOTPesa Ha Hero:

— 3Haews, A 66 TOXe BbiNuJa. YTo Thi MocoBeTyellb?

449



LITOpPM XMBIKHYJ:

— YTOo yroaHo, HO TOJbKO He 3Ty rajocTh, a Kpome
3Toro y Hac Hudero HeT. — OH Hano/IHJA CBOR CTakKaH H
nepenan ero eit. — JlaaHo, no Kpafiteii Mepe, 3To noMoxeT
Te6e 3acnyTtb! Buauwe au... — Ecanm 6b1 Ixek ymen
n/iakaTh, HaBepHoe, OH pacnJakasncs Gbl, Kak daubep. — S
Mory Te6s JIOGHTb, HO 51 HHYEeM He Mory Te6e MOMOUYb...

Ee pyka Ha MrHOBeHHe KOCHYJlaChb ero pykKH:

— §1 nymaio, JIKek... eciH Thl MeHsi JeHCTBHTEJbHO
JNIO6HLb, 1 CMOTY CrpaBHTbcsi co BceM. Ho, noHumaeuwb,
OH BCErja co MHOM, Bcerga B MOHX MbIC/AAX, B MOHX CHaXx...
OH nocenujics BO MHe, Kak HeOROJHMasi uyepHas cuJa.
WHorpa Mie KaXKeTcsi, 4TO s 3arjisiHy/sa B TO HeBefoMoe
MecTo, KoTopoe Csitoit KanHH nasbiBaeT afom.

JeKk oboapsiolle yablGHYJICS:

— danbep, otcrausait ce6s! Tol Bcerna 6uina rotopa
noanepxaTth MeHs, a Tenepb — Mosi ouepeab. HaBepHoe, 5
He Mory TeGe noMoub, HO Thl He ofHIloKa. Kl 3amoMHH: uTO
6Ll HH CJYYHJIOCb, 51 He no3Boslo Te6Ge y6uTh KasnuHal

Ee ry6el 3anpoxxann. OHa nofHsAJMa CTaKaH H 3a/MNoM
NPOrJoTH/Ia colep)XHMoe, MOMNepXHYyJaach, 3aKalifJlach,
NoTOM nepeBesia AyX H COpOCHJa:

— Ho xak >xe Mbl 6yfeM MCKaTb ero?

Jxek nocmorpen Ha Boyru:

- — DBoyrn ckasan MHe cTpaHHyl0 Belllb... Bpope Obl,
OH — YTO-TO THNa yKa3aTeJslbHOro cTos6a. A GoJblie s MOKa
He 3Hawo. Boyrn! Pacckaxku-ka HaM 0 TOM, 4TO Thl He cTal
noBepsTh 3anHcam!



FAABA 238

B nocnegHee Bpems Ceatoit Kannn HanomuHan ceGe
po3y, o6paTHBLIYIO CBOM WIHMMLI BHYTpb caMoro ce6s. Ero
Ayly MpHBA3aJdH K MJOTH, HO MJIOTh 6blJIa CTapa H HeMoOL-
Ha M He MOrJla ylepXXHBaTb B ceGe Bce ellle CHJBHBIA AyX.
Ho ymepeTb eMy He mo3BOJSAJIH.

To, uTo Tenepb aT-¢papeJsibi MOMJIM PasroBapHBaTh C HHM
M OH NMOHHMa/ HX peyb, GbLUIO yXXe HecylllecTBeHHO. Boib,
JKHBYLIasi B ero IJIOTH, CKpHMeJa, LiaTajnach, pacnesana
caMbIMH pa3HbIMH roJIocaMH, H KaXK[blit rojioc GbuI CTpallieH.
To cywecTBo, KOTOPLIM OH 6bUI ceiyac, MaJlo YeM HanoMH-
HaJlo yesioBeka. Kora eMy yaasanoch YHTH OT 3Toi 60JH, OH
NoJ1y4aJl KOPOTKYIO MepeAblliKy, HO aT-(apeJibl, CaMH TOro He
NOHHMasl, TAHYJH ero o6paTHO B TO XKe NeKJo.

B nocnegHee Bpems KanumH uwacTo BcnoMHHas npo-
uioe. CaMbIMH TNpPHATHBIMH BOCMOMHHAHHAMH GbUIH Te,
KOTOpble BO3BpAlUaJH €ro BO BpeMeHa OOyYeHHA B CeMH-
HapHH — TOrfa OH y>ke C(HOpPMHPOBAJICA KaK uelsioBeK H
COBepLUHJI CBOe NMepBoe YYAo, H Ha 3aHATHAX eMy NpHXO-
[HUJIOCh H3yyaTb 3aKOHBI, MO KOTOPHIM CyLIecTBYeT TO, K
yeMmy OH Tak cTpemuics. Ja, 370 GHUIH XOpOLUHe AeHbKH!
B To Bpems OH AyMaJs, UYTO CMOXeT CAeJiaThb BCe, 4TO
yrogo, — M y Hero Ha Bce xBaTajo cui. Cpeau HuX
YUHJICSl BHICOKOMEPHBIH PBXKEeBOJIOCHIH MapeHb H3 GoraToi
cembH. Ecsin 6bl 3TOT napeHb He 06Jafajl YAHBHTEJbHOM
CMoco6HOCTbIO TOMHHTB 3J10 H MCTHTb 32 Hero B CTPaHHOH,
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NOYTH UTO HeyJIOBHMOH 'cpopme, OH HaBepHfiKa cTasl Obl
0GBEKTOM BCeOGLIMX HacMewek. DToro napus 3Baiu [e-
NHC, H Yy Hero O6blJIH XOpoLUHe YMCTBEeHHbIe CMOCOGHOCTH.
H xots notom IlenHc- nocTynHs B BOEHHYIO WIKOJY, Y HHX
¢ Kanunom cjoKHIKCh XOpollHe OTHOIUCHHS — B HX OCHO-
Be JIeXKaJlo yBaXKeHHe JAPYr K ApYrTY.

A caMbIM NpHATHBIM H3 BCeX BOCMOMHHaHHI O6blo-
BOCMIOMHHaHHe O MaJlleHbKOM KOMHaTKe B nofBaje. Emy
nosesJyo Toraa. EMy moctanach KOMHaTKa C LeJOi CTCHOH
13 okoH. OKHa HaxOAHJIHCh MOJ CaMblM MOTOJKOM.H BbIXO-
JHJAH Ha JYyXaHKy, 3apocluyio TpaBoi. Ha crexsno oueHb
yacTo nonagajia rpsiab, HoO 3aTO OH MOT BHAeTb, KaK SpKoO-
3eJileHble NMOGErH TpaBbl BLITATHBAIOT BBEPX CBOH YCHKH.
HlHoraa x HeMy B KOMHaTKy 3arjsiiblBajla MajJeHbKasi uep-
Ho-Oenasi co6auoHKa JeKaHa — OHa ThlKaJacb HOCOM B
CTEKJIO H H30 BCeX CHJ Jasna, OyATO MpHHHMaJja ero 3a
KpbICY, CMPATaBILYIOCS B Moj3eMelibe.

OH crapajcsi Kak MOXHO peXe BCMOMHHaTh NMPoO 3TH
OKHa — HO MX 06pa3 noaaep>KHBajl ero B caMble TPYAiibie
rofbl — B TO BpeMSl OH OTKPbUI [ ce6sl, YTO JIIOAH MOXOXKH
Ha ceMeHa — eC/H UX OCEHHT CTpeMJieHHe K HCTHHe, OHH
6ynyT pactiH u usecTH. OH NOMHMJ 06 3TOM H B TeueHHe
Bceil cBoeH >XM3HH NblTajcsl 3a)Keub G0XbI0O UCKPY B Ha-
POAHBIX CepAlax.

B KkoHue nmyTH ero camoro xpgaJja Heypgauya. Emy e
yAallocb MHOroe cAenaTb M MHoroe 3aBepluutb. Ho OH
3HaJl, YTO ero MeJIKHe XXesaHHs Bor Hcnonusier Bceraa,
cefyac BOT 3a4eM-TO BCMOMHHaJ 06 OKHaX cBoeil IOHOCTH.

AT-apenbl onaTb 3BanH ero K ceGe. STOT 30B Gbli
6oJie3HeH M CHJIEH, H, K COXKaJIeHHIO, OH NMOHafo6HJICA UM
KaK pa3 B TOT ‘MOMEHT, KOr/[ia MOoHsAJ, B YeM Obl/1a rjaBHast
ouin6xa ero xH3HH. Kaxercs, on ownbascs, Koraa yrsep-
>KAan, yto Bor Bonyowancs U B Apyrux Mupax. Ownbancs
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B ONHOM, a NMOTOMY Yy Hero He nojyyaJjoch H apyroe. Ou
He CMOT cfieslaTb TakK, YTo6bl YeJIoBeYeCTBO, NOTAHYBLUeeCs
Kk Bory, »Hujo M pasBHBaJiochb B MOJHOM AOCTaTKe.

Koraa aT-cpapenbl TAAHYJIM ero Ha3al, K ceGe, yepes ero
namsiTb BHXpeM NPOHOCHJIHChH pasHble BOCTIOMHHAHHA O TeX
MHpax, B KOTOpLIX eMy [oBejoch no6biBaThb. TaM copHas
TpaBa NpOphIBaJiach CKBO3b y3KHe LUeJH B 6eTOHe H LBETh
YMYApPSJHCh PacTH MPSIMO Ha XKeJIe3HBIX KpHIlax JOMOB.

— Kak cTtpaHHo... — nogyman oH. — Kak cTpaHHo
HeecTeCTBEHHO BBHIMVIAAAT 3TH BellH!

A notoM oH mopymal, uTO Kakgoe ceMsl HeceT B ceGe
60XKbI0 HCKPY, a 3HayHuT, NycTh 6yaeT To, uto 6ymet! DTa
MbIC/Ib MOSIBHJIaCb H3 CaMOM €ro CyL(HOCTH, H OH COKpY-
LWIEHHO TOoAyMaJI:

— IToyeMy ke st CMOF MOHATb 3TO TOJIbKO TOTAa, KOrAa
CTa/l yMHpaTb? — HO CMepPTH He HaCTYMHJIO, BMECTO CMep-
TH K HeMy BepHYJIOCb CO3HaHHe.

Temnepb, KOraa OH NMOHSAJ TO, YTO NOJXKEeH OblJ MOHATHb
MHOTO JleT Hasaj, eMy Heo6XoaHMo 6biJio XXHTb. HakoHel-
TaKH OH HallleJl TO CBf3ylolllee 3BeHO, KOTOpoe CO3fall caM
33[0JIF0 A0 TOTO, KakK IMomnas B MJeH. ¥ Hero GblJl CHrHaJlb-
HblH cTOJI6, H 3TOT CHTHaJIbHLIM CTON6 NoJKeH OblJ BhbiBe-
CTH ero K HCTHHe.

* * *

Boyru ycabiwan npussiB. OH 3Hajd, YTO PaHO HJH
MO3HO 3TO MPOM30HAET, HO BCe-TaKH CHJIbHO 3aBOJHOBAJ-
csi. [Tpu3biB 6bla1 CHJEH — OH yAapHJ B caMylo CyTb ero
CYLUeCTBa, KaK yAapsieT MOJIHHs B OMHHOKO CTosllee fepe-
Bo. Ero nuoTe 3aTpenerana, KJETKH 3amyJbCHPOBaJlH,
Ma/leHbKHe BOPCHHKH BbITSHYyaHch Briepes. M Bce Xe,
HEeCMOTPSl Ha BCIO CHJy MOJYYeHHOro HM cHrHazia, Boyru
3HaJl, YTO OTBeYaTb Ha Hero.OH He CTaHerT.
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Hert, HeT, oH He Mor 3Toro caeaath! Xopowui ueJo-
BeK, ero Apyr, ronaJj B NyYKHlly HEMOHSTHOro, Hemo3HalHo-
ro ¥ crpawxoro. Het, Boyrd HHKOMY 1ie MO3BOJIMT 3aTs-
HYTb ce6s1 B 3Ty Ge3fly, MOTOMY 4YTO... JIOTOMY 4YTO OH
GouTCcsl HalWTH B HeH caMoro cebs.

OH ayMan o6 3ToM NaBHO — Befib ero Bceraa HiiTepe-
coBasa ero co6¢TBeHHas npHpoaa. OH He 6bl1 BOMHCTBeH-
HBIM pbillapeM, XOTfl B YeM-TO H MOXOAHJ Ha Hero, He Gbla
OH HH TpaKoM, HH MHJocueM. OH He MoOr MpH3HaTb CBOMX
NpeikoB HH B OJHOM H3 TeX ryMaHOMAOB, KOTOphle Hace-
asnax MHpel JomuHHoHa. Toabko aT-hapenibl Bbi3LbiBaJH Y
Hero uyBcTBo poacTBa. Ho aT-papesibl 6bian Bparamu... A
NOTOM, eC/H OH H OblJ1 OAHHM H3 aT-(apesoB, TO AoJroe
o6uweHHne ¢ JIXKeKOM 10 TOrO H3MEHHJIO ero CyTh, YTO BPsA
/4 3TH XKeCTOKHe H ropAe/iHBble ALepbl MOr/H NMpH3HATb
ero 3a csoero. CyuiecTBa, nofo6Horo eMmy, He GblJo BO
BCeH BCeJIeHHOMN...

HHTepecno, a yHHuTOXHA JK Gbl ero Jxek Lltopm,
ecsid 6bl on y3HaJ, uto Boyrn — Bpar? Beab oHu ¢ Jkekom
GLIIM coJlaTaMH, a CoJfaThl YOHBaJH CBOMX Bparos...

Her, Her, Boyrn He xoTes npourpeiBaTth! On xoren
»HTb! OH XOoTes HaHTH AJS CBOeH AyLIH HacTosilLee TeJo —
Beilb OHa H TaK Gblia 6e3gOMHOM AocTaTouHo goaro! OH
XOTeJl BHAETb ce6sT TOYHO TaK e, Kak OH BHAea daunbep
H Ixxeka. M BoT Tenepb OH cablilian AONTOXAAHHBIA MpPH-
3bIB M OTKa3sblBajicsl NPUHHMaTb ero...

Saubep ckocHsa ryaasa Ha GPOHEKOCTIOM.

— DBoyru Bemer ce6s - cTpaHHO, — cKasana oHa. — {1
3aMeyalo, YTO OH Y>Ke HeCKOJIbKO AHei caM He cBoii! 3Haelub,
HHOra MHe KaX<eTcsl, UTo ecii 6bl JJuHapo y3Han, uTo OTBET
3akiiouyeH B Boyrd, oH cTep 6bl ero B NOPOLUOK.

— Ckopee Bcero, 370 TaK. — JIXKeK OT/IOXHJ B CTOPOHY
KOMMNbIOTEPHYIO pacrneyaTKy, KOTopoi 3aHumajdcsi. — Tel
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3Haelb, aT-apesnl AeliCTBUTEJIbHO MOABJAIOTCA H3 HHOT-
KyAa M McYe3aloT B HHKYAa.

— U uTo 3TO o03HayaeT? — C HHTEpecoM CNpOCHJ A
daunbep.

— DTO 3HAYMT, UTO HX BLICOKOPA3BHTasl TEXHOJOTHS
No3BOJISIET UM NOYTH MrHOBEHHO NepeMeLlaTbCst BO BpeMe-
HH M npocTpaHcTBe. Ceifiuac OHH 3fech, a Uepe3s MHHYTY —
y)Ke Ha OpPYyroM KOHLe BCeJIeHHOH.

dnubep npuasuHynacs K Jkeky. OHa Bbicmajsach M
celfyac BbIIVIsiAesIa HAaMHOro Jiyyllle, YeM Bce MpeAblayLiye
nHu. OHa yxe ycrnesna 3aBapuTh OTBap H3 TeX Tpas,
KOTOpble CUMTaJIHCh 3fecb 3aMeHOH yas. KoHeuHo, 3To
GblJia OYeHb MJIOXas 3aMeHa, HO Bce e OTBap Obia rops-
YUM H OT Hero naxJjo CJafKHM JbIMOM.

— Torma HeynHBHTe/bHO, YTO HX HHKTO He MOXeT
no6eaMTb, — 3aAyM4YHBO NpoGopMoTaja OHa.

— JHa. — Lltopm B3goxHysa. — EguHcTBeHHOe, yTo
MBI MOXXKeM cieJlaTh, — TaK 3TO BBICTPOMTb 0GOPOHHTEJIb-
Hyl0 JIMHHMIO W HafeATbCH, YTO BpeMA OT BpeMeHH aT-
tdapesibl 6ynyT nposeTaTh MHMO, He 3arJisiibiBas B HallH
BnageHusa. [lpaBma, s no-npexHeMy He yBepeH B TOM,
YTO HaM HY)XXHO C HHUMHM BoeBaTb. DiHbGep, OHH 3HaIOT
yC/OBHE Y M c T o H B 0 M H bl. KoHeuHOo, Ha Tex
nJaHeTax, Ha’ KOTOphle OHH HaNafaj{, He O0CTaJoCh
LHBHJH3ALHWH, HO 3eMJISl OCTasNach XHBOH H COXpaHH/Ja
cnoco6HOCTb K pereHepauuH.

— 3Ha4HT, 3Ty MJaHETY y>Ke MOXHO 3ace/siTh? — OHa
noMeuUIHBaJla CBETVIYIO KHAKOCTb B CTaKaHe.

— IToka HeT. — OH nokauaJ rosoeoit. — Ho cyuecTBy-
eT MHOXECTBO ropasfo 6Gosiee pa3pylUHTeJbHBIX BOEHHBIX
cpeacTB.

OHa nocMoTpesia Ha Hero CKBO3b IMPO3PayHYI0 CTEHKY
CTaKaHa:
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— Tbl CyAHlb O HHX CJIMLIKOM [10-4YeJIOBEUYECKH, a Belb
3TO COBEepLUEHHO YYyXXHe H HernoHsiTHble cywecTBa! IDKek,
s1 AyMalo, YTO ec/ii HaM NpuieTcsi BCTYMHTb B CXBAaTKy €
HHMH O/ TOro, YTOGbl BLITAHYTb M3 HX Jan CBasiToro
Kanuna, HaM Hafo Kak cjefyeT MOArOoTOBHTbCA!

— §f cpenalo Bce, yTo cmoryl — pe3ko H HepBilO
otBeTHs JDkek. Daubep npomosyana U H30 BCeX CHJ cTana
AyTb 1a ropayui orBap. J>KeK NMOAHSJICH W OTApPaBH/CA B
MaJIcHbKYI0 KOMHAaTKy, 3aHSATYI0 HX GpOHEKOCTIOMaMH.
OpyxHe 3apsixkajnocb, H cefiyac KpyrJible LIJeMbl JexasH
Ha noay. JI>KeK 3ariisHyJl BHyTPb CBOero 6poHeKOoCTIOMa H
YBHZEJ, 4TO MaJjleHbKasi, Mo4YTH HeBecoMasi MJAoOTb Boyru
aKTHBH3HPOBa/NaCh — HeH3BECTHOE CYLIECTBO Beso cebs
OyYeHb HEpBHO, ero MaJieHbKHe BOPCHHKH [pOXXaJH B Npo-
3pauHoM -Bo3ayxe. JKeK yxke Mo6GopoJs ‘TO OTBpalleHHe,
KOTOpOe BLI3bIBaNM Y Hero BOCHOMHHAHHSl O MMJIOCCKHX
GepcepKepax, W Tenepb OTHOCHJCS K 3TOMY MaJjieHbKOMY
CYLeCTBY CMOKOHHO M POBHO, NMpaBia, OH HHUKaK He Mor
NoHATh, noyeMy Boyrn He yxasbiBaeT UM AOpory K art-
(dapenaM, eciH OH caM TOBOPHT, YTO 3HaeT ee?

3a ero CMHHOW NOCJLIWANHCL HErPOMKHe LUaru.

— HsBuHHTe MeHd, c3p, — MOUTHTe/NbHO cKasaa Poy-
nuH3. — [TonyyeHo cooGlueHKe o TOM, 4To GoJblias rpynna
TPaKHAHCKHX KopaG/ieil BbilIJa W3 FHIepNpOCTPaHCTBA M
noeepHysaa K.Kapony.

Jxek nomopiuuJcs:

— 3HauuT, 32 HaMH caeausH!

PoyanH3 KWBHYJ, ¥ 6Genokypasi mpsab ynana emy Ha
JN06:

— Tloxoxe, uto Tak!

— Cnacu6o, kanutan! — Jxek coo6paxan 6bicTpo. Ha
KapoHe TpakaM aenaTh Heuyero. 3HaUMT, OHM HafelOTCH Ha
To, uTo 3Kcnenuuus LlitopMa BbiBemeT HX Ha aT-¢apesios.
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— BuauMo, 3a 3THM uTO-TO KpoeTcsi? — 06eCcroKOeHHo
cnpocua Poynuna.

—~ Kpoetca? — J»kek Hamopuwua jgo6. — [a Het, noka
Huuero. CKopee Bcero, OHH 3aiiMyT BbIXKHAATEJIbHYIO NO3H-
UuHI0 U 6yayT CJeAHTb 3a HalUUMH HeHCTBHAMH. — JlkKek
BHHMAaTeJIbHO NOCMOTpes Ha GpoHekocTioMbl. — Ecau xo-
yelb, COOGLUH MECTHBIM BJAcTSIM, 4TO MOKa NJaHeTe HH-
yero He yrpox<aer.

— Ha, cap. — Tonoc PoysnnH3a 3Byuan HeyBepeHHO.

JKek yabi6Hysacs:

—~ Euwe Bonpocs! ecTb?

— Yero Mbl XAeM? — CHPOCHJ. MOJIOAOI PbILApb.

ITopM XMBIKHYJI:

— Mbl XAaeM TOro MOMeHTa, KOrAa Haw Bpar ciefia-
eT nepBblit XoA. PoynnH3 cmaxHyn co n6a GesloKypylo
YeakKy:

— Ho o kakom Bpare uget peub, c3p? O Tpakax, at-
¢dapenax unu o Banacrepe?

J>keK MaxHyJl pYKOH:

— O#1, Poyauns, ecau 6bl 8 3T0 3HaJ, A He 0XXHAan 6bl
nepsoro xopa!

Poynnna KHBHYA W Bbilles H3 MacTepckux. Lltopm
Nof0XAaJ HEMHOTro, a NOTOM MOAOLLeN K CBOeMy KOCTIOMY,
cesl Yy TsXKeJbIX - 6pPOHHPOBAHHBIX '60THHOK M CKPeCTH]
noru. Korma-to pbinapy JJOMHHHOHA GbUIH HaCTOALUHM
BoeHHbIM opaeHoM. Ho cefiuac Gosbluas YacTh CTapHHHBIX
AHCLUHMJHH 6bla1a 3a6biTa, H X0Ts LLITOpM nblTancs BepHYTh
MX K XKH3HH, eMy faJieKo He BCce yAaBaloCh B BO3poXjie-
HHH philapcTBa. Ho B HeM caMoM Bce elle >XHJIH CTapHH-
Hble 06blYaK H PUTYaJbl , H OH BCTIOMHHAJ HX, KOTAa XoTea
B3IOXHYTb rM1y60KO H CBOGOAHO.

YucTele MbICJAH H 6/1arOpofiHble MOCTYNKH GblJH BCero
JHILUb. BHEWHHM BblpakeHHeM BHyTpeHHel cHJabl. B Kax-
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ZIOM BfiOXe, KOTOPbIH COBepLlIasio ero TeJso, XHja HalleXKAa,
a B KaXXAOM ABHXXEHHH — BO3MOXXHOCTb MOGeAbl.

LlITopm oTKpBLN r1a3a. BponnpoBaHHas pykaBHua Boyru
onMcana B Bo3ayxe Ayry. JlKek B3si1 ero pyky B CBOIO H,
YJBIOHYBIIHCH, CKa3aJ:

— Bes opyxusa HeT cospata!l Mel 6uaHch Ha Musoce
H BepHYJHMCb OTTyAa >XHBbIMH. Hawa nocnegnsas 6uTBa
coBceM 6sm3Ko, Boyru, u s rotoB K Heii!

IIITopM mnoyyBCTBOBaJl OTBETHOE IPHKOCHOBEHHe H
ycabillaj B CBOMX MBLICJSIX TOJIOC HEBEOMOro CYyLUEeCTBa:

— Mue crbimHo, JIKek, A c6exan ¢ noas Gos! —
rpycTHO cKasasa Boyru.

JxkeK mornanua cepe6pucThiii 6poHeckadanap:

— UYro th! Tel Bcerga 6bi1 MHe XopowuM aApyrom! Th
BHIITOJIHAIJI TO, O YeM § NPOCHJ Tebs, — Hec MeHs, KOraa
sl yMHpaJl, HanoJIHAJM MeHs co6olo, KOrAa s 6bla mycT.

— Tol man MHe XHW3Hb. A s Tpyly.. — B HH3KOM
pOKouyllleM roJjioce, Bce ellle He o6peTiueM MJOTH, 3Byyana
nevans.

JDXeK BCIOMHHJ TOT CTPaLUHEIH, IOYTH HeueloBeYecKHil
‘KPHK, KOTOpBI# 3anucan Boyru. MoxeT GbiTh, BcTpeua ¢ aT-
(apesiaMi Tak NoAeHCTBOBajla Ha Hero, YTO BOHHCTBEHHHBIi
AyX He MOT BBIMOJHHTb MOPYUeHHs, KaHHoro emy KannHom?

— Pacckaxu MHe, uto Te6s nyraet? — cnpocua llltopm.

— OTcyTcTBHE XH3HH M OTCYTCTBHe 60phOLl. — Boyru
MHHYTY noMonyasn. — Beap s He 3Hal0, KTO 1 TaKoH.

JI>KeK B3AOXHYJI:

— Huyero, Boyru! B kxoHle-KOHLOB, Thi 3Haellb, HYTO
TBOe NpeAHa3HayeHHe — CTaTh YeJIOBEKOM.

— §I He oTHowych K 4YeJioBeyeckoi pace, — roJjoc
Boyru craHOBHJICA Bce Iayllle H IJIylle.

— U Bce xe Tb! Mor Gbl cTaTh YesioBekoM. [IpaBaa, ans
aToro TeGe MpHULIOCh OBl Kak clefyeT nopaborarts...

458



— A TBl.. — ronoc BoyrH mporHysa, — Thl MHOro
pa6oran?

Jxek 3apymancs:

— Hywmailo, uto aa. Bo BcsikoM caydae, s cTapasncs...
Pacckaxku MHe, rae ceiiyac Kanuu?

Boyru Tsxesno B3LOXHYJ:

— He snaw...

— Mie KaxeTcsl, UTO Thl 3Haellb 3To. — JXeK HeMHoO-
ro nomoauan. — Ho Tbl GoHWbCA TOro, UTO Thi 3Haewb. U
BCE XKe... eCJH TH He nepeGopellb CBOH CTpaX, Thl He
CMOXKelllb AaJblile XHTb...

Hactynuno taxenoe Moauanue. [Totom Boyru ckasan:

— Bam coBceM 11e Hy>KHO HcKaTb Bpara, Bocc. ITocmoT-
pHTe BHYTpb GpoHeckadaHapa. Bpar — ato 5. Bemb a —
am-gapea. Bor Tak. Bawi noHckH 3akoHYHAHCH. §1 BbI3-
BaJl HX cloaa.

B kopumope paspmajuch TOpPOMJMBbIe wWard. B KoMHaTy
B6exkanu daubep u PoynnH3:

— Ham nocrynuna uu¢opmauusa, Dxek! M, ckopee
BCEro, OHa MCXOAHT He OT Tpakos!

J>xek noBepHyJICcA H nocMoTpen Ha Gaeauoro PoyanHaa:

— He nonumalo, o ueM uuet peub?

— OHH nosBHJMCb HHOTKYHa, c3p. TpH oOrpoMHbIX
BOEHHBbIX Kopabuasi. Takux GOJNbLIKX, KaKHX 1 HHKOrAa B
JXU3HH He BHOes. Kaxercs, Mbl B omacHocTH!

JOKeK -TONIKHYJ1 HOro# BelllaJiKy oT 60eBOro KocTioMa,
W OHa rpoxHyJachb Ha noJ:

— 3HauMT TaK, CHaya/ia Mbl HageBaeM GPOHEKOCTIOMbI,
a motoMm o6bsBASEM TpeBoOry.

daubep ypoHHJa cBOH GPOHEKOCTIOM Ha MOJ:

— Ho Bemb Ha KspoHe HeT aKpaHOB 3aliHTh! A Mbl
HaXOMMCSl Ha OTKPLITOM NMPOCTPaHCTBE, TaK YTO ECJH Thl
HHYero He NMpHAyMaellb...
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— JlagHo. Cefiyac Mbl Morpy3uMcst Ha KopabJb M Mo-
CMOTpPHM, CMOXXeM JIH Mbl yJneTeTb C 3TOH MNJaHeThl, a
noToM yx 6yaeM aymatb. — JXeK cXBaTHJ GPOHEKOCTIOM
c Boyrd u nomeiTajacsi ero oTKpLITh, HO LIBLI He MOAAaBa-
JIUCB.

— Her, Bocc! — apoxxawum rosiocom ckasan Boyru. —
Ha stor pas Her. { Xouy XHTb, a HaM OGOHM yXe He
XBaTaeT MecTa B GpPOHeKOCTIOMe...

J>XeK moMoJiyaJl, IOTOM AOTSIHYJICS [0 KPIOYKOB, KOTO-
pble yAep>KHBaJH GpPOHEKOCTIOM Ha Belllajike, H TOT ynals
Ha 3eMJIo. )

— UYto TH menaewib? — yAHBJIEHHO crpocHaa Daubep.

= Huuero oco6eHHoro, — ormaxnyJcs llltopm. — I'ne
JuHapo?

— BosHTcsi ¢ Koe-KakoH 3alLHTOH Ha MJoLlafKe. —
PoyauH3 Halenl wieM. — OH TOBODHT, YTO BCTPETHT Hac
Ha Kopabe.

— A uto ¢ I)xonaraHom?

Jxek 1aenkom nposoaus Boyru M3 koMHaThl ¢ 060-
pYHLOBaHHeM:

— EMy ayuie GbiTh BHH3Y, NMOKa Mbl 6yieM OTBJeKaTb
HX BHHMaHHe. Poyauns, 3anyckait asuratenu!

Snnbep BcTpeBOXeHHO mocMoTpena Ha Jlkeka:

— Uro-HH6Yyab CJAy4YHJIOCH?

OH ycMexHyJcs:

— Boyrn He nyckaeT MeHst BHyTpb 6poHekocTioMa. OH
FrOBOPHT, UTO 3TO YObeT ero.



FANABA 29

MHe ecTb UTO CKasaTb HMMepaTopy. — MHuHHCTp mo-
JHUHH rnofgowien K ABepH. Tsxkesble 4esIOCTH MHJocua
Kpoka pa6oTanu Tak, 6yATO nepeMasblBaii TAXKeJble cjo-
Ba UyXKOro f3blKa:

— Het, — ckasan on.

— UYrto x, s aymaio, uto Ilenucy untepecHo 6yamer
y3HaTb O HalleM pasroBope. — Banactepy Hamoena posb
3anyraHHoro npocuressi. B nocsnennee BpemMs B po3oBoMm
ABOplE HMNepaTopa OH YyBCTBOBaJ ce6si He Gojee yeM
NJIGHHHKOM.

— Her, — nacrauBan Ha cBoeM Kpok.

Banactep 3/0 ycMexHyJscs:

— Tbl, 60bLWIOI H TAYNBIH KYCOK Mfica, HOKH H AOJOXH
Tlenucy, uto at-papenn oKpyXuaH KapoH, u mocMOTpH,
3aHHTepecyeT JIH ero 3To coobLieHHe H 3axoyeT JIH OH
NOroBOPHTb €O MHOM! — ry6el BanpoBepa pacTsIHyJHCb B
TOHKYIO JIHHHIO.

Kpok wen napounto MeasenHo. [Ipexxae yem npoiTH
B nanaTy MMMepaTtopa, OH 3aABHHYJ 3a co6oii 3alUMTHBINA
3KpaH, CTOSILUMH TNepei ABEpblO, H YCJblIak 332 CHHOM
pyrateabcTBa BaHnoBepa. ToT MeTaJjcsi no KOpHAOPY, Kak
B306ellleHHbIH 3Bepb: Tyda-ciofa, TyAa-cloia.

Bapyr 3aliHTHLIA 3KpaH MOAHAJCS, H H3-3a Hero Bbl-
exas HMnepaTop:
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— 3apascTByil, BangoBep, B ueM feso? — THXO Crpo-
cHJl OH. BBIrNIsSigen uMnepaTop HemJoXo — €ro JIHLO NMopo-
30BeJIO, @ BOJIOCHI IO-TMIPeXXHEeMY CTOSIH Hajl rosoBol H
HCKpHJIHCD 3JleKTpHuecTBoM. [TpaBaa, sieBast MoJIoBHHA HLA
BCe ellle OCTaBaJlach HEMOABHXHOM. Banactep KalsHys H
nonbiTajcs cheJlaTh BHI, YTO OH COBCEM He paccMaTpHBaJ
IMenuca. Ilenuc yawi6HyACA:

— Hackosnbko s noHuMalo, Balli HCTOUYHHKH HH(OpMa-
uMH HajexxHee Moux. MTak, o yueM Bbl XOTeJH COOGLIHTH?

Banactep noxsnonuscs:

— Aft-papesibi TOJIbKO uTO BepHyJaucb Ha Kapon. IMo-
BHAHMOMY, HaM GoJiblie He Hafo MckaTb MX. OHH caMH K
HaM MpPHULIH.

— Moxer 6biTh, KanuH y Hux? — [lenuc msurancsi Ha
cBoeH HHBaJIHAHOM KoJssicke. — fI 6bl oyeHb XOTeJa TaM
6biTb, — CKa3aJl OH KaKHM-TO TAryudMm rojsocoM. — Cnacu6o,
BanpoBep, — uMnepaTop Hcye3 3a OrpOMHOM (HIrypoH MH-
Jocua.

Kpok yabl6HyJscsl, NMoKa3aJl MHHHUCTPY CBOHM XeJThie
KJBIKH ¥ OMYCTHJI Mepeji ero HOCOM 3alIMTHBIR aKpaH. Bee
ero HafieXabl pylWHJIHCh. A 3HauHT... 3HaUUT eMy HeobXxo-
AMMO GBUIO BepHYTb DJaubep — AJsl Hee BO ABople Gblao
oyeHb MHoro pat6otbl. Huuero! 3esenble PyGawku eiue
NPOKJSHYT ce6sl 3a TO, YTO OHHM MOGOSANHCHL MOAAEpHKATb
ero B TaKOH KPHTHYECKHIi MOMeHT!

* % %k

TpaknaHckui Kopa6Jsib, Ha KOTOPM OHM MpHJIETeJH Ha
KapoH, ckpunes H B3aparusai. Boyru mpoxakusascst no
nany6e, a Bce oCTajbHble paCcKayMBaJHCh B FaMakax, MpH-
cnoco6J/IeHHbIX /51 XYKOB.

OnHH U3 BOeHHBIX Kopabueit aT-hapesioB BHces NMPSAMO
Hal HHMH, a ABa APYrHX 3aXXHMajH HX C GOKOB.

— Poynuus, yxoau B cTopoHy! — KpHKHya Jlxkek.
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PoysnHH3 yepThIXHYJCA:

— 51 He Mory 3Toro BHIMOJHHTb, c3p! dTa WITYyKa He
TaKasl y>K MaHeBpeHHas!

— fI aTo 3Hal0, yepT noGepu! — kpukuya Ltopm. — Ho
Thl BCe >Ke Mcrnpo6yit Bce cnocoGbl H NMONbITalCA OTBECTH
KopalJib B CTOPOHY!

HAunapo GypKHyJ:

— OHH elle He CTPeJfilOT B Hac, HO Mbl yxe MOA
npuuenom!

— [Ha HeT ke, — daubep Bblje3na H3 ramaka. — Mx
MHLlellb He Mbl, a KapoH.

OT 3THX /0B BHYTPH y JXKeKa uT0-TO 060pBajioCh.
Toabko He Kapon! Xpynkas xH3Hb, eiBa 3apox/aalowascs
1na KspoHe, He BblaepXHT 3TOH aTakH!

— Poyanus! — kpHkHyJ oH. — MHe coBceM He BaXHO,
KaK Tbl 3TO CAeJslaellib, HO Thl JOJKell NMOCTaBHTb Kopa6ib
MeXay aT-apesiaMH H nJuaneToi!

«IIpaBuJabHO!» — Ge33aByyHo KpHKHYJ Boyru, Boomy-
LeBJIeHHbI BCeOOWHM NMOABEMOM, H ynaj Ha KOJeHH. —
Kopabab moBepHyJicsi Ha CTO BOCEMbAECST IpaaycoB.

— UennsfiTech 3a uTo-HHu6yab! — KpHKHYA [HHapo, HO,
KaXKeTcsl, CJHHIIKOM MOo3AHO: Dan6ep BCKPHKHYJAa H BbiBa-
JIHCb U3 CeTKH, ee BOJIOCbI pa3MeTalHCbh, COBCEM Kak Yy
pyca/kH, BHITalleHHOH Ha Geper H3 BOMBL.

Kopa6ab pBanyics Bnepes, H Poy/iHH3 pagocTHO KpHK-
HYJ:

— Tlonyunnocs!

Ha MoHHTOpax KpynHbBIM MNJIaHOM MOSIBHJAHCH aT-¢a-
pesibckHe Kopa6au. JI>)KeK NMO4YyBCTBOBaJ HeBOJIbHOe BOC-
XHLIEHHe OT HX MacCCHBHOCTH H MOLLUH.

— §1 He pymalo, — 3aflyMYHBO CKa3aj OH, — YTO Y aT-
(dapesioB ecTb cBos poaHas nnaHeta. Kaxercs, mnepen
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HaMH ropoji, NpokaaThii BoroMm... HacTosWas KoCMHYecKas
KpernocThb...

JlnHapo pacxoxoTajcs M KpyTaHYJICSl B KpecJe:

— TpakH GyAyT CYaCTJIHBbI, €CJIH OHH Y3HaloT 06 3ToMm!
TMocaywait, Poynuus, a Tel He Mor Gbl YCTaHOBHTb 3KpaH
3alUMTHl Haf HalIHM KOpaGJHKoM?

— $1 — nuaoTt, — orpeiaHyJjcsi PoynuHs. — A T, ecaH
Xoyellb, MOXKelllb 3aHATLCA 3THM.

JIXKeK HaK/IOHMJ/ICA Hal NpHGOPHOH NaHes b0 M TMO-
CMOTpeJl Ha KHOMKH:

— Kaxercsa, sta! Bce posxknHo nonyuutbes! — OH
HaxkaJl JJaJOHbI0 Ha GOJIbLIYIO KPacHYyl0 KHOMKY.
= TIMoayuusocs! — o6pamoBancs [Huuapo. Kopa6ab

B3IPOTHYJI, H Ha 3KpaHaxX MOABHJIOCH OpaHXXeBoe MJaMs.

— Hy BoT, Tenepb aT-thapenbl 3HaIOT, YTO Mbl BKJIOYH-
JH 3awHTy. — JKek nocMotpen Ha danbep. — ITosoxu-
Ka no6JsHxKe LJIeM, 4TOGHl B cJlyyae OMacHOCTH Mo6GuicTpee
HafieTb ero! — OH yJablGHYyJCA.

OHa caBHHysa GpOBH M pe3KO OTBETHJIA:

— Hapets? A 3auem? Beab Mbl HHKy#a He coGHpaeM-
ca! — M BAPYr OHa mocMOTpeJsia Ha 3KPaHbl H KPHKHYyJaa —
Tocrionn! Ila oHu ke TAHYT Hac Ha3an K Kapony!

— Hy ut0 %, — J[)KeK noackouua nobauxe Kk PoyanH-
3y. — Crapaiica ypepxatbcsi cpeny HHX!

Saubep BcTpeBOXKHJACh M pacKpacHesach:

— Jxkek! I)kek! OHH BBIHYXAAIOT Hac cheJaTh Mo-
canky!

— Huuero! — IllTopm nouecan 3artbuiok. = Ilpexnae
yeM 3TO NpoH30iAeT, Mbl HauHeM oTcTpesnuBaThbes! Iloka
OHM He 06palal0T HHKAKOr0o BHHMaHHA Ha HalllM CHCHaJbI.
Ho nocMorpuM, uTo oHM GyRyT AesiaTh, €CJH Mbl NpHMe-
HHM . OpYXHe.

dunbep BhI6panach M3 raMaka H nogowsa K Iltopmy:
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— Her, Ilxkek, HeT... Bce [eJi0 B TOM, 4TO 51 co6Hpaloch
Halit Kanuna...

— Dnubep... — OH HepelHTeJbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha Hee..

— §1 nymaio, uto cMory. Paspewn MHe nonbiTaTbhes! —
ee rosioc 6bl1 THX H TBepA.

J>kek 3akpbui riasa. OH He 3HaJ, KaKoe pellleHHe eMy
NpHHATbL. MoxeT 6biTb, Danbep M ypacTes HaiTH Ero
CesTeiillecTBO, HO UTO, €CJH MMeHHO Tak Basnacrep mpu-
KaxeT eit yHHUTOXHTb Kanuna? Psgom ¢ HHM 3awyMen
Boyru. lllTopM B3goxHya:

— Ha, daubep, MHe NeHCTBHTENbHO HEOGXOAHMO BhIsiC-
HHTb, Ha KaKoM KopabJsie HaxoauTcs KanuH, ecan oH,
KOHeYHO, HaXOAMTCH Ha KaKOM-HHOy#b M3 3THX Kopab-
Je#... A eue... HaM HeoGXOAHMMO TNpPHTOTOBHTbCA K yAa-
py. — Jl>)kek nocmoTpes Ha Jduuapo. — OpyiKeiHble GalllHH
roToBbl K aTake?

— OHH 3apsixKaloTCA, — CNOKOMHO KHBHYJ YOKep.

daubep cesa B raMak, HaKJOHHWJIAa FONIOBY W mapy pas
rny6oKo B3foXHyJa... Boxe Mmoit, onatb 3TOT TeMHbIH,
yepHbli Banposep B ee Mo3ry! OH KajqHT M paHHT ee,
YHTaeT ee MBICJH H He faeT eH XHUTb crokoiHo. OHa H30
BCeX CHJl 3aKycHJa ryObl, Hafesich, YTO XOTb 3Ta ocTpas
6oJib MOMOXeT el H36aBHTbCA OT WMIEPAaTOPCKOro MHHH-
crpa. Her... Ha Hee onATb CMOTpesiH TeMHble H XXeCTKHe
raasa.

— Tbl HUKyZa He IeHeLIbCS OT MEHS, Jlefin! — roBOpPHJIH
OoHH eil. M oHa HHMKak He Morjia BLIPBaTbCSl H3 3TOro
KowmMapa. daubep NocMOTpesa BOKPYr 06e3yMeBILHMH
rJla3aMH. ]

— INomoruTe MHe! — XoTesa 3aKkpHYaTh OHa, HO roJioC
3aCTpsJl y Hee B IJIOTKe.

Bapyr GpoHnpoBaHHas nepuatka Boyru Jsersna eil na
nsieyo:

16 flecuansic softuum 111 465



«§1 3Hal0, UTO AenaTh manbile!» — cKasad AyX H NoHec
ce ¢ co6oil. DTOT NCHXHYCCKHH KOHTAKT HamoMHHan or-
nenustit ynap. Ee Mo3r 6ol 3a/HT oc/ienHTeNbHBIM CBETOM,
H 3TOT CBeT Obll HACTO/NLKO CHJIEH, UTO BBITECHHJ H3 ee
cosnanus Banposepa Banactepa. Ona nogymana, 4to aToT
CBCT MOJIHOCTHIO OYHCTHJ e€e¢ MO3r, HO NMOTOM MOHSJA, UTO
owHOaack. .HeT... 3TOT cBeT OblI TOJBLKO MasKoM, BbiCBe-
uynBaloWHUM Bce coObiTHsA. Banmosep Banacrep, crop6us-
WHACA H MaJlecHbKHH, BCe cllle HaXxoAHJICsl Fle-TO Ha Kpaio
cc cosnaHusi. Brnpouem, on yxe moutnH He Gbla ueJsoBe-
KOM — >KaJiKasl, cepasi, MOYTH GecCIIoTHasi TeHb ocTaznach
OT Hero. 3aTo B CaMOM LieHTpe ee CO3HaHHS BO3HHKJA
apyrast pHrypa — Kpenkas ¢Hurypa, AJJHHHOBaTble, He o4YeHb
rycTtbie BOJIOCHl, rosy6asi, NOXo>Kas Ha WaxTepcKylo, poba...

— Kanur! — sakpuuana ona, 4 cBeT B ee MO3ry ToTuac
e noTyx. Boyrn npoponkan AepKaTb ee 3a pyKy, H OHa
OueHb XOTeJia CIPOCHTb, YUYBCTBOBaJI JIK OH TO Xe caMoe,
YTO M OHa.

— {1 Bunena ero, — ckasana danbep, ¢ TPYAOM LueBens
CHHHMH OT BOJIHeHHS ry6amMu. — dnarmaHckHii Kopabib.
Jxek... Kanuu XKus... )

— Yept nobepu! — ckasan llltopm M noBepHyscA K
JMunapo — 3ayexaun-ka opyxxkue! Mbl He MOXeM TaK pHc-
KoBaTh!

— He 3a6yabTe, uTO OHH NMPHHYXAAIOT Hac K nocaj-
ke! — nanoMuun Poynuns. Kopabnb yxe Bowesa B HOHOC-
(depy, H Ha 3KpaHaxX MOABHJHCHL 3alllUTHLie nojochl. OHH
BHOBb BHAeaH KapoH.

Aaubep cesa B Kpecso H ri1yGoKo B3goxHysaa. Moauya-
JauBHit Boyr He oTxoaun oT Hee Hu Ha war. Kopabib
CHHXaJCs.

PoyinH3 XMbIKHYJ:

— KaxeTcs, nocagka 6yner Msarkoi. IIpsmo Ha Gproxo.
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OHH 3aCTerHy/JH pPeMHH H TIPHIOTOBHJHCL K YAapy
Kopa6sib mpoiuesn ckBo3b o6Jaka W CKBO3b TyMaH, MOTOM
OYyTHJICSl B TATy4ye-MJIOTHOH aTMocdepe. Ilnanera neymo-
JIUMO npHTArHBana ero k ce6e. Hukakoit Hagexas Ha TO,
4TO KopabJib, TaKHM O6pa3oM NOCa)KeHHBI Ha MJaHeTy,
CMOXKeT NMOAHATbCS C Hee CHOBa, He Gbino. EauHcTBeHHOE,
Ha YTO OHH MOI/IH HajeATbcA, TaK 3TO Ha TO, YTO OHH
CAAYT H OCTAHYTCS >KHBBIMH.

— OHH HayT 3a HamH, — npeaynpeaun IuHapo.

Aunbep nouyBCTBOBaJa, Kak JlaTHasi pyKaBuua Boyrh
cxana ee pyky. FiHTepecHo, a oulyluas JH HX AaBHHH ApYyT
TaKoit JXe CTpax cMepTH? Bapyr y Hee nepexsaTH/IO AblXa-
HHe.

JlHHapo crnoKoiHO NpoH3Hec:

— OHu rotoBaTca K atake, [Iek. Kaxercs, Hawu
Jlesla MJOXH.

Boyru 3apbiuai.



FAABA 320

— §1 suaio nyts, — Kanun eapa nepeasurancs mo
KopHiopy. AT-hapesibl OKPYXHJH ero co BceX CTOPOH M
MAIFKO NOATAJKHBAAH TYAa, KyAa, MO HX MHEHHIO, eMy
1Heo6X0AHMO ObIJIO NONacTb.

«MBbl OXOTHMCSI»>, — C TaKOIO0 OTKPOBEIIHOIO MPOCTOTOH
XapaKTepH30Ba/Ji OHH CBOHM BOeHHble JeHCTBHSI, H 3TO Bbi3bl-
BaJo oTyasiHHe y Ero CBertsnocTH. HaBepHoe, 310 csioBo H
BNDsAMb GoJbllle BCEro MOAXOAMJO AJiSl ONMHCAHHS JeHCTBHH
3THX TyMaHOMHOB — aT-(papesbl He BOeBajH B TOM CMbICJe,
KaKOH NPHUBLIKAH BKJAAbIBaTh B 3TO CJIOBO JIIOAH, OHH OXOTH-
NHCb 112 CBOHX XepTB H y6uBanu HX. M BoT Tenepb 06beKkTOM
OXOTbl THFAaHTCKHX sILUEPOB GLIIH ero ApY3bs...

— Mbl MoJy4YyHaH CHrHaj, — coOGLIMJIH eMy aT-¢hape-
Jibl, — HO Mbl He yBepeHbl B 3TOM 10 KoHua. [TocaywaiTe-
Ka ero BMecTe ¢ Ham!

W Bapyr mbicau KanuHa 3aaun sipKHil cBeT, TaKoil
SIPKHii, YTO eMy NOKasajoch, YTO OH poauJjcs cHoBa. OH
BcTpeTHscs ¢ Boyr, ¢ ero Hage)nol H pagocThio, H, YTO
GbIJIO COBCEM YXX HEBEepOSITHO, OH BCTPETHJCH ¢ Dnubep
daubep nponana [OBONBHO-TaKH ObicTpo, a Boyru eue
J0Aro Gbll ¢ HHM 1 OTHaBaJl eMy CBOe PajOCTHOC TemJo.

[ToToM aT-papesibl BhICTPeNHAH. BrlcTpesnnn no Tomy
TpaKHaHCKOMY KOpa6iio, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOAMJMCL ero
npy3bsi. KanuH nocMoTpen Ha KpYMHOro 3sesieHo-rosy6oro
siwepa Ha-napa u ‘ckasan:
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— § cabiwy! — ¥ nonbiTalcs 3HaKaMH OGBACHHTD
BCe, UTO YBHAEJ H YCJblIaJd TOJbKO 4TO. EMy G6blaI0
CTPallHO — OH MOHHMaJ, YTO eCJH eMy He YHacTcst
OCTaHOBHTb aT-(hapesioB, ero APYy3bsi GYAYT paccTpessiHbl
32 HecKoJIbKO ceKyHA. TpakHaHCKHI Kopabsb psioM c
Kopa6sieM aT-¢apesioB Kasajcs AETCKOH HIpPYIUKOHM, OH
HeyKJIIO)Xe MaHeBpPHpOBaJ W TNafaj Ha MOBEPXHOCTb
KspoHa.

— EcaH cabilIHTe Bbl, Mbl TOXe JOJ/DKHEI CJBILIATh! —
C SIBHLIM HeJloBepHeM cKasan Ha-nap u nogowen k npuGop-
HOH naHesid. TpakHaHCKHH Kopa6/b NMpH3eMJIHJICSH, H KO-
pa6uy aT-hapesioB MOCJ]ENOBANH 32 HHM.

3eseHo-rony6oi siwep nosepHydcs K Kaauny. Ero
rjasa CBETHJIHCb KaKHM-TO CTPaHHBIM a3apToM:

— Bbl goJKHBI MOMOYb HaM B MPOCAYLIMBAHHH, —
CKasaJj OH..— B BalIHX MBICJISIX Mbl CJIBILIHM 30B ORHOrO U3
HalHX MOTEepSHHLIX AeTeil.

KanuH ynuBHJICS, HO HHYEro He MOHSA H3 3THX CJIOB.
Ilni03 aT-hapesibcKoro Kopabiisi OTKPLUICS, H OH, LIaTasch
M eJjle-ejie y[ep>XHBasi paBHOBecHe, MOGpeJs MO CXONHAM
BHH3 — K moBepXHocTH Kapona.

IIn103 TpakHaHCKOro KopabJisi ToXe OTKPHIICH, H H3
Hero BLILLJIO HECKOJIBKO YeJloBeK. Bce OHH, 32 HCK/IOUeHH-
em Jlxeka Illtopma, 6buiH B ckaganapax. Korma Kanuu
yBugen JIxkeka, OH 3axJieGHYJCS OT PafOCTH H MOLHSJI
PYKH B NMPHUBETCTBEHHOM XecTe.

Ero apyses mosro cmoTpesd Ha MalsleHbKYIO XYAYIO
(urypky B GebiX ofexnax, MOTOM pblLapb B TeMHO-CHHeM
6pOHEKOCTIOMe MeJIEHHO CHSJ CBOH LUJieM M MOTPSACEHHO
npousHec:

— Boxe Mo, 3to xe Cssatoit Kanun!

Yokep 3annakan. Poyauns! Poyauns ysuan ero! A on-
TO He HafleslJicsl, 4TO 3TO MOXKeT MPOH30HTH!
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Anubep 6pocunack K Ero CeaTciiwecTsy, o6HsNa ero u
TYT XKC OTOLUJIA B CTOPOllY — OHa He MOIJ1a HOHATb, UTO TaKoe
3acTHNaeT eH rjasa — cje3bl? A MoXeT 6biTb, TyMaH Kapo-
Ha? Cpartoit KanuH 6bl1 aGConOTHO HEMOX0X Ha TOro yeJo-
BEKa, O KOTOPOM OHa NMOMHHJa H AyMana. B aToit McKaxeH-
HOH M Bbicoxuieil ¢urype, xotopasi Moryia 6bl GbITh pasBe YTO
KapHKaTypo#H Ha YeslOBeKa, OHa HCKaJjla NpeXHero, JIo6HMOoro
H Xopouwo 3Hakomoro Kaanna. Tonbko rosoc Ero Cearteiiwe-
CTBa OCTaBaJiCsl MPeXXHHM... A ocTasnbHoe... Danubep Aake He
noHs1a, Kak PoysnH3 y3Han ero.

JlMHapo warajs no BCnaxaHHOH M 3acesillHOH TpaBoii
semse KspoHa, He o6paluas HHKaKoro BHHMaHHSl Ha To,
4yTo ero 60THHKH JaBAT cjabble H C TaKHM TPYIAOM Bblpa-
LieHHble 3apOAbILUH HOBOW >KH3HH.

— OcropoxHee, cbiH Moi! — o6Gpatuiica K Hemy Cps-
Toi 1{anuH — Celiuac K BaM NpHCAYLIHBAIOTCH.

JI)KeK gmepxKasn cBol0 pPyKy Ha Taaun CeAToro — OH
NOHKMaJ, YTO TOT C TPYAOM [AEPXHTCH Ha HOrax.

— IlpucaywnBaloTes? — ¢ HHTepecoM MepecnpocHJ
ItopM.

— Ha. — Kanuu B3n0XHYJA. — Bbl JOMXKHEI NOHATB, YTO
n106ast MONKTKA C KX CTOPOHB! MOWTH Ha KOHTAaKT — 3TO
yxe uyno. Iinsa at-papesioB Mbl Napa3uThl, YePBAKH, 3aM0J-
HHBLIHE co6Gol0 BceleHHYI0. BceMy, cyuiecTBylouieMy Ha
cBeTe, ropasfo Jyulie 6e3 Hac.

HITopM KHBHYJ:

— Ax BoT B ueM JeJo... KoHeuHO, 3TO MOJHOCTLIO
06BbSICHSIET MX BOHHCTBEHHOCTb!

KanuH nocmorpes Ha Hero:

— OHH HashlBaloT 3To oxoTtoM, Jlxek!

JvHapo npepBan pasroeop. OH Hcnoo6bs MOCMOT-
pen Ha KaauHa u ero ApyseH M KHBHYJN B CTOPOHY aT-
tdapesbckoro Kopabas:

470



— CkaXXHTe 3THM silllepaM, YTO Mbl MPHIIH 32 BaMH.

Kanun pesko nosepnyiacsi k JJuHapo M, ecan 6bl [kek
BOBpeMsl He moagepika] ero, o6ssaTejbHO ynald Gbl Ha
3ema0. Ero siMuo ockanuioch oT BHyTpeHHeH GoJn:

— Horu... Horu He X0TAT MeHs nep>XaTb, — OGBACHMI
oH. — JluHapo, Bbl caMH He 3HaeTe, 4ero Bl MpOCHTe.
ITopymaiite, a Mory JiM f1 XKMTb cpeay Bac? Bemb 1 yxke He
YeJoBeK, a YTO-TO BPOAE Ky3HeuHKa... XONAYHH CKeJeT...
Bugute s, Mo Gosb OTCYMTHIBAET MOH JHH... — OH C
yJabI6Koi nocMoTpen Ha daubep. — H Bce ke Baluy cTapaHHs
He mouwik npaxom. I rosopio, H aT-(hapeJibl CyLIAlOT MeHS.

— Korga Mbl LIIM Ha NOCajKy, OHH NPHMEHHJIH IrpaBH-
TauuoHHble JiyuH. MiMeHHO nostoMy 6nocepa Kapona He
noctpajana. To Bbl MONPOCHIH aT-papesoB He y6HBaTh
NaaHety? — cnpocHa PoyauHs.

— §l nompocuJ, a OHH MpHcJyLWantch. DTo Gbla Hala
obwasn yaaya, — Msrko ckasan Kanuh.

JnHapo nJIOHYJ X MoAGpPOCHJ B BO3AYX CBOH lIeM:

— Bawe CasTeiiliecTBo, HO Yy Bac ecTb 0653aTeJbCTBa
nepen JioabMH!

— §1 momHIO O cBoei mnpenpinylledt XH3HH. — Tlosoc
Kanuna sagpoxan.

— MHe Heo6x0oAMMO TMpPHBe3TH Bac Ha MaJbTeH. —
Junapo mocmotpesn Ha Kanuna. Tor noposzosen:

— {1 HoMKeH OCTaBHTh MoCJ]e ce6s NpeeMHMKa, He TaK
JH? — OCTOpPOXHO cnpocua CssiToMH.

JlMHapo BCHLIXHYJL:

— Yauusl ManbTeHa 3aJHTH KPOBbIO. ¥ 0Kephbl BOCCTa-
Jau. Mbl TepsieM JIyyluMX Jiofeil H Jydllee opyxHe!

dnubep B3nporHyJa. KaJluH BHHMaTe/lbHO MOCMOTpeJ
Ha JluHapo.

— O6 atoM — mortom. CeHuac MBI HOJKHBI YJafHThb
npyrde fena. AT-apesbl cabllIaT Hac, H y HHX MOXeT
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HcTowMTheA Tepnenue. Boyri! — on noBepHyJcst K nepaa-
MYTPOBOMY GpOHEGKOCTIOMY.

Boyry Bbiwes Bnepen.

— Boyru, cKopee Bcero, 3To TBOW poAcTBeHHHKH. OHH
He MOTYT CJ/bllaTh TBOJi I0JIOC HanpsiMyio;, HO Yepe3 MeHS
OHH Teb6s cablaT.

Boyru nuuyero He oTBeTHJ. I)KeK B3siq Ha Nnjeyo cBOi
cTapblii 6poHekocTioM, a KaauH, mocMmoTpeB B JHLleBoe
CTCKJIO luJeMa, MSTKO NMpOoH3Hec!

— §1 3Hawo nyTh...

Kaann B3sn Boyru 3a pyky H NpHTAHya K cebe. Tor
rpoMKo 3apeBeJ. Ero 3axsiecTHYJ OTOK YYBCTB H MbiCJIeH.
C nomouipio KanuHa oH BCTYnHJ B KOHTakT ¢ aT-(hapena-
MH, KOTOpble Ha6JIOfaJH 32 HHM H3 3aTeHeHHbIX OTCEKOB
BOCHHOro KopabJas.

Boyru oxBaTuyio Bo36yxaeHHe. CBHpenbii BOHHCTBEH-
HbIH oYX aT-(papeJioB ouYeHb MOXOAHJ Ha ero coO6CcTBeHHbIH,
HO KOTa OH FOBOPHJ, OHH He CJjblany ero cioB. TosbKo
npH nocpeaHuyectse Kannna Boyru Mor BcTynHTb B KOH-
TaKT ¢ HMUMH. Jla, HX MJOTb Korga-to 6bljia ero mJoThio...
A To, yeM OH OTIHYaeTcs OT HHX, GblIO NpHOGpPETEHO HM
n3-3a obuwenns c Jxkekom. Cam Boyru mor caywats aT-
tapesioB, HO OHH HHKOTAa He cTany Gbl cayliaTb ero Ges
nocpenHuyectBa Cesitoro Kannna. OH Gbin aT-apen U He
ar-bapes ogHoBpeMeHHO... Boyru omeuanuicsa H OTOABH-
HyJICSt B CTOPOHY — OH He MOl BEpHYTbCS K CBOMM cCOOTe-
YyecTBEHHHKaM.

JI>keK OCTOPOXXHO HOTPOHYJICS PYKOH [0 XOJNOAHOH
NOBEPXHOCTH GpOHeKOoCTIOMa.

¢S] — am-¢gpapes, — nponsHec Boyrn. — Ho BmecTe ¢
TeM si HM He siBasiIoCh». JInuo KannHa nocepesio ot Hanps-
skeHusi. OH yctano xusHya. M Bapyr Kk Ero CpsitefiwecTBy
non6exxan JlMHapo, cXBaTHJ €ro 3a TajHio H OTOpPBaJ OT
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3eMJH, a ctosilero psaom Llrtopma ynapusa GOTHHKOM H
OTGPOCHJI B CTOPOHY.

Kanun kpukHya:

— He napo, Ounapo! Ar-¢apessil...

Junapo npeirnyn. Ero nonsiTanach cxsatuth daubep,
HO y Hee He XBaTHJIO CHOPOBKH H CHJL.

Kanun yxsaTHicsi 3a 6pOHHPOBaHHbIH pyKaB. 3emJs
yCKoJIb3a/la H3-1oj HOr:

— [HOunapo, Thl He Befaelllb, YTO TBOPHLUb!

JnHapo pbIKHYJ:

— IToka Bbl B MOHX pyKax, aT-apesbl He NPHYHHAT
MHe Bpefa! Bol HyXHbl MHe, Kanun, ans Toro, uToGhl
clenaTh 3asiBJieHHe B MPHCYTCTBHH CBHAeTesel!

M TyT Mexxay HUMH oKasascs Boyru. OH noausan pyku
BBEpX H CKasaJ: ’

«Heth

OHH cTalM cpa)kaTbCsl — UeJIOBEK H YyxKaK, HeH3Bec-
THBIH M TaMHCTBeHHbIH aT-Qapes. IlHHapo HaHec COKpY-
WHTeNbHLIH yaap Horod. Boyrn pasBepHyJscsi M nodman
ero 60THHOK, MOTOM — TMOJAHSI GpoHenepuaTKy H BhHICTpe-
JHJA — OCTOPOXKHO H METKO — TaK, 4To6bl He 3afeTb
Cesitoro Kanuna. Iunapo 6pocua Kannna B ctopony. OH
Jaxke He NOCMOTpeJi, KaK XyHeHbKas (pHrypka, oferas B
Genyio ofexnay, KOBbUIieT B CTOPOHY oT Hero. ITotom
NOAHAN Jla3epHYIO MNepuaTKy, BKJIOYHJ ee Ha TMOJHYIO
MOILHOCTb M OMaJiHJ OrHeHHBLIM [O0X[OeM el W rpydb
Boyru. Boyrn 3awaraics, HO ycTosul Ha Horax, MOTOM
BLINPSIMHJICA W NpbIrHya Ha JuHapo. ToT BhipBajcs.

Poynuns nomor Itopmy BeraTh. JXKek Abian Tsxe-
Jo H wymHo. On ¢ TpyaoM nogowen K Kanuny u danbep
W OGHAJ MX, NMbITAafACh XOTh KaK-TO 3alIHTHTD.

Poyauna Bugen To xe camoe, uto H Iltopm. dunapo
co6upasicsi BRIMYCTHTb MallenbKylo pakety. Iloxoxe, ero
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COBeplIeHHO He BOJIHOBAJIO TO, HTO OCKOJIKH paKeThbl MOTYT
MOpaHHTb €ro camMoro — ceiyac ero rJaBHOH HaBA3YHBOH
uaeel 6bl1 Gesbii GPOHEKOCTIOM.

Junapo BbicTpeanJs. PakeTa nonaja npsMo B GeJibii
6poHexocTioM. OH mowaTHyJICsI, a MOTOM B30OPBaJiCs ¥ cTal
paspajMBaTbesl, pasbpachiBasi BOKPYr ce6si GeJble CHOMbI
HCKp M Kamd pacnJaBjieHHoro Metaiana. Boyru! Tam e
6bi1 Boyru!

Poyauns Hages wnem. IuHapo, nokoHuHBlUHI ¢ Boy-
TH, CTaJ NpHOJHIKaThCS K ocTaibHbIM. OH moaHas nepuyat-
Ky, 1 Hap KanunnoM, Dnubep u JxkekoM npoHeccsi OrHECH-
Hbll cMepd. Kpait HakuakH, B Koropyio Kyrtajcs Ero
CesaTelllecTBO, TOTYAC XKe 3aropeJics. PoyJaHH3 npeiruy.J,
yaapua JlHHapo no pe6paM W, He AaB €My OTAblLIATbCH,
copBaJl c Hero wJaeM. JuHapo B3BH OT GeweHcTBa. Ho
KpHuall oH Hefonro: PoysnHH3 3aXBaTHJ/I CBOHMH NepyaTKa-
MH ero e, ¥ MO3BOHKH TpecHyaH. [uHapo ynan. Poy-
JIHH3 ceJl Ha 3eMJII0 U CHAJ .WwaeM. OH 6bl1 ycTanblM U
H3MYyYeHHbIM.

-— Boxe Moiil — ¢ KaKoii-To CTpaHHOI pacTepsiIHHOCTbIO
CKasaj OH, MOTOM, cHoThiKasch, nopowen kK Kanuny u
CKJIOHHWJICSl Hafl HHM.

Ero CssiTeiillecTBO Jiexas Ha 3eMJle C TaKHM BHIOM,
KaKk OYyATO TOJbKO 4YTO NPHHAA B Aap OT CcyAbObl Bce
Harpagbl H Bce HaKasaHHS.

PoynnH3 onycTwics Ha KojeHH psugoM ¢ KannHom.
BaeaHocTh ero Anua yaWBHTeIbHO rapMOHHpOBaJa C Mnuie-
HHYHO-6eJIbIM LIBETOM BOJIOC.

Lltopm ckaszaxn:

— He xasnu ce6s, Th caenan Bee, 4To Mor, Poysnnns! —
npo ce6si OH MOAyMaJ, YTO HHTepecHo, Koro ceiyac ciy-
WalT aT-dapesbl, KOHEYHO, eC/NH OHH Boobule AeNaioT
3T0...
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M Bapyr paspancsi oraywHTeabHbli rpoM. Poyanns
cxpatun Kasnuna 3a pyky. Tlpsmo nag HHMH TCMHOTY
npol3usia BChbIWKA sIPKOro cseTa. PoynuH3 mpogoskan
nepxxath pyky Ero Cesiteitirecta. Ha rnasax y Hero 6blau
cac3pl. TloToM cTpaHHBIH CBET CTaji MEPKHYTb, H YHCTHI
Bo3nyx Kapona Hanosnujacst apoMaToM, YeM-TO HamnoMHHa-
IOWHNM 3anax poas.

Kanun Bsmoxnysn, nosepuyacs H cea. Ctpaxuas, yau-
BUTebHas MeTamopdosa npousowna co CBATHIM — B HeM
Hrpajla >KH3Hb. ’

— Manbuuk moi... — Kanun B3sn pykv Poyaunsa. —
Tul BepHysn MHe TOT jap, KOTOPLIH f Koraa-to faJn Tebel

Poy/nnH3 OTKpBHIJI POT OT YAMBJCHHSI M NMOKauaj ro-
JIOBOM:

— HerT, uTo Bhl... 51 Belb lie yOKep...

.— PasBe? — Kaaun yawi6Hysnca. — Hy uto x. Bce
PaBHO — XOpOIUHH YeJIOBeK BCErfa OCTAaeTCs XOPOLIHUM
4YeJIOBEKOM, a peJiHrHeBefleHHe... 3TOMY BCeria MOXHO
HayuuTbcs. MoxeT ObiThb, KTO-HHGYAb H3 YOKepOB H He
npH3HaeT Bac, HO BCe paBHO Bcerja HaWAyTcsi TakHe,
KoToprle BaM momoryT. Bce Gymer B nopsaxe. — Kaauu
NocMOTpeJsl Ha CBOH PyKH. — Brl yHecau Moo 60iib... a
3HAYHT, §1 CMOTy MO-HacTOSILleMy KOHTaKTHpOBaTh C aT-
(apenamu.

JI>keK nocMoTpesl Ha He6O M B3APOTHYJI:

— Poyauns! f Buxy Kopa6nu Tpakos! Kaxercs, Mbl
npupenu at-¢papesnoB B joBywKky! Brictpo! BuicTpo! Dau-
6ep! 3abupait Kannna Ha kKopaGub!



FAABA 31

Banposep BanacTtep cugen B cBoeM ka6uHeTte. OH Gbl
OueHb He[OBoOJIeH TeM, 4To DaHGep cMorja NMPOHTHOPHPO-
BaTb ero npHkasaHue. Ho Bce xe emy yapanochb Tak ray6o-
KO MPOHHKHYTb B €e MbIC/IH, UTO Temnepb OH, OOHH H3 BCero
MMIEepaTOpPCKOro OKPYXXEHHSsI, 3HaJ, 4To oHH Hawau Ces-
toro KanuHa. Tenmepb HHKTO He CMOXKeT MoMmellaTb eMmy.
3Ta cTPONTHBas AeBYOHKA BLIMOJHHT BCe ero NpHKasaHHsl.

OH B310XHYJ M MONBITAJCA CHATb BHYTPeHHee Hanpf-
xxeHHe. OH XOpOLIO 3HaJI HEOXKHAAHHbIE 3UT3arH paccyaka
Dnubep. C Kaknodt CeKYHIOH OH CTAaHOBMJCH Bce GaHxke
H OauXKe K LesH.

— UYem Bbl 3aHATH, BaHgoBep? — pasgaicsi Hajx ero
YXOM 3HaKOMbIH roJioc.

MMUHHCTP OrJISIHYJICS M MOCMOTpeJs Ha cjaboro H He-
cyactnoro ITemnca. OH ycMexHyJcsi, MOYTHTENbHO MOKJIO-
HMJICA W CcKasaa:

— §1 BbINOJIHSIO CBOIO paGoTy, umneparop!

— Ho Bepb Bac ocBoGoauau oT BauIMX o6si3aHHoCTe! —
HUMMepaTop NpoOBeJl PyKOH MO PbKHM BOJIOCAM.

— Ocpo6onuau? Boloch, uto He oT Bcex. [To kpait-
1lei Mepe, He OT TeX 06fi3aHHOCTeH, KOTOphle s CYHTAIO
CBOHMH

Tlenuc xoTes NMpHOIH3UTLCS K MHHHCTPY, HO NpPOBOAA
KOMMBIOTEPOB He MO3BOJIHJH eMy 3Toro cpenartbh. Konsicka
MMIepaTopa OCTaHOBHJIaChb y HBepeii.
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~ UeM Bbl TYT 3aHHMaeTecb? — THEBHO CMPOCHJ
[Tenuc.

BanpoBep yabiGuyJcs:

— Kak BaM cka3aTb... Peub HaeT o HeGoablonM YOHii-
CTBC Ha OYeHb GOJILLIOM PACCTOSIHHH. Y OKepbl CKOPO CHOBA
B36yHTYyIOTCA. §1 1210 BaM rapaHTHIO, YTO OHH CAeNaloT 3TO,
KOTla 0GHapy»XaT, UTO BLI COTBOPHJH C MX TOPSYO JIOGH-
MbIM CBSITBIM. ..

IMenuc B3gporuya:

— Onn Hawau Kanuuna?

— Ja. — Banactep nacMeWwJIMBO MOCMOTDEJ Ha Hero. —
H at-papenoB Toxe. Ho 51 Toxxe nawen ux. — OH cyxo
3acmesijicsl. — Bbl MOMHHTE, CKOJIbLKO KOJIAYHOB, MeTadH3H-
KOB, 9KCTpPaceHCOB Bbl COGHpaJH KOraa-To B BOCTOYHOM
Kpbiie cBoero Asopua? K HHKTO MX IIHX TaK BaM M He
npuroauncsi. KoHeuHo... B GOJIbLUHHCTBE CBOEM BCC OHH
GbiM He lapaTaiaMH... A Mexay TeM Yy Bac MOj HOCOM
y>Xe [aBHO HaXOAMTCS BecbMa AOCTOHHLIA o6beKT... Ha,
na, s ropopio 06 daubep...

Pot INenuca Ge3ssyuno aBurancs. Yro oH xoTen cka-
3aTb? Bces ero aywa ‘kak Gbl packpbinach nepef HHM
CaMHM,. W OH TOHSAJ, YTO CMepTH cBoero apyra, CsiToro
Kanuna us Baywuna, He nepexxnBer. Her, Het, HeT, ero
Aylla He BBIAEPXHT, ecAH MATHO ot cMepTH CssaToro,
YepHOIO TeHblo JsixkeT Ha Hero! OH JoJiXKeH OCTaHOBHTb
Banacrepal

* K K

Poynuns 3anpanJ JIOKH TpakHaHcKoro Kopa6uss. Kpeii-
cep 3aJpoxKajl H MPHrOTOBHJSI K B3JieTy. Daubep nomornaa
Kanuny yctponTtbesi B ceTyaToM ramake. OHna 6bla1a HeoGbsic-
HHMO GJenna. Ee ry6ul apoxanu, a 3paykH pacClUHPHIHCD
H cllejlaiiCb OTPOMHBIMH H YepHBIMH.
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Kanun Bapgoxnyan:

— ITockosnbKy 3To KopabGab TpakoB, si Monpolly Bac
OTKPHITb AN MeHsl KaHaJjbl cBsi3u!

JIxxex cMoTpeJs Ha aKpaH. Mx okpyxanu tpaxu. Cyns
N0 TOMY, KaK CTPOMJIHCb TpaKHaHCKHe KopaGiH, Y XKYKOB
6blIH IBHO arpeccHBHble HaMepeHHS.

— Tysyn HH 3a uTO He BLINYCTHT Hac, — <CKasal
LITopM.  — ¥ Koro-HHGYAb ecTb KaKHe-HHOYAbL coobpake-
HHSI MO 3TOMY moBody?

— Hopuut. — KasnH KopoTko B3floxHyJs. — AT-(hapens
0 HOpPUHTEe 3HalOT ropasgo Gosbule, yeM Bbl ¥ s. Jymaio,
4TO B 06MeH Ha HH(OPMALHIO 0 MEeCTOPOXAEHHAX HOPLUHTa
TPaKH COXPaHAT HaM XH3Hb.

J>xek 3agymanca. OTaaTb HOPUMT TpakaM GblJIO paB-
HOCHJILHO TOMY, 4YTOGH BJIOXKHTb 'PO3HOE OpPYXXHe B PYKH
pebetnika. Jlaxke ecan UeHOI0 3TOH cHesKH Gbula ero co6-
CTBEeHHasl XH3Hb, OH He MOT Ha 3To mo#TH. Y Bapyr on
TIOHSJI, UTO Hafgo AeJaTh...

Kanun Bspporuys:

— Uro cayunnochk Jxek?

ITopM nopowen x Poyanusy:

— Haxxumahi Ha 3Ty BoT kHonKy. Haunnaem neperoso-
pbi. 5 3Halo, YTO UM cKa3aTb!

Psnom ¢ ux kpeficepoM B3opBaicsi cHapsin. OfuH u3
Kopa6Jieli aT-¢apesioB cTan moaHHMaTbesl B HeGo. Jkek
BHHMaTeJ/IbHO TOCMOTPeJl Ha 3KpaH:

— Tenepan T'ysys, s 3Halo, 4TO Bbl Ha CBA3M!

OKpaH saropeJics, H Ha HeM NOSIBHJIAaCh NepeKolIeHHas
APOCTHIO (PH3HOHOMHST: ‘

~ Ja, ato f, koManaup! Ml Ha 3TOT pa3 MeHs XAyT
no6eaa u cnasa! — mpockpunen I'ysya.

— CunaBa W noyeT XAYT BceX Hac, HO TOJBKO B TOM
ciyyae, ecJH Bbl MpHKaXeTe NpeKpPaTHTb OrOHb. —
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LtopM nocmotpen nHa Cesartoro Kanuna — Bawa Caer-
JIOCTb, Bbl CMOXXETe YAepXXaTh aT-papesoB OT OTBETHBIX
BLICTPesoB?

— §1 nonpo6yio... — HeyBepeHHO OTBeTHJ Kaanu.

Ultopm BHHMaTenbHO mocMoTpes na [ysyna.

— §1 3nal0, — MeAJleHHO CKa3aJjl OH, — KaK OOBACHHTb
Gecnyiogve TpHKaTagel. 1 ayMaio, 4To 3a Takylo HHpopMa-
LHIO Bbl OTAAJH Gbl MOJIBCEJIEHHOM, @ YXK O HALHX XH3HAX
H TOBOPHTb Hedero.

Macka T'yayna BbITAHYNACh: .

— Bbl o6MaHbIBaeTe Hac... — APOXALHM roJIOCOM CKa-
3a/ reHepasn.

— Het. — Jxek B3goxuya. — Ho s Huyero ne CKaxy
BaM, eC/JIM Bbl He NpeKpaTHTe CTpeJbOy!

['y3ys rHeBHO INEJKHYJ XHTHHOBBIMH HaAKpPbIJIbSMH:

— Bbl BCTYNHJH B COI03 C HallMM JaBHHM Bparom!

LLITopM mokayas roJioBoi:

— Hert. Hu M1, 111 Bbl He HYXHBI aT-apesnaM. Crpe-
JsiiTe B HaC U CYHTaHTe, YTO BBl MOAMHCAIH cebe CMepT-
Hbli pUroBop. BaM HYXHbI NMIOKOBHTEIE CaMKH MJH HeT?

Poysauua tpouya Ixkeka 3a pyky:

— OnmuH u3 Kopabineit aT-papenos yxe B Boamyxe. Y
Hac oyeHb Maslo BpeMCHH.

TpaKHaHCKHI reHepasl KOPOTKO KHBHYJI:

— Xopowo. § cornaceH roBOpPHTE.

Kanuu BcTpenenyncst, B3APOTHYJ, a MOTOM CKa3aJj:

— §1 cBazancs ¢ at-papenamu. OHH pa3pelualoT cecTb
Ha Kspon kopa6mo Tysyna. Bce ocTanpHble TpaKHaHCKHe
KOpa6aH KO/KHBI OTOHTH Ha MOPAAOYHOE PacCTOSHHE.

* % %

Korna Tlenuc, crapasch NPHABHHYTH CBOe Kpecio K

MHHHCTpY, AepHyJca M ynan Ha noa, Bangosep Banacrep
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pacxoxoTajics HiMneparop Jiexxan Ha MoJjly H KOpYHJICS OT
60JIH.

— MoxeT GbiTb, Bbl XOTHTE OCTAHOBHTb MeHsI BOT Tak
BOT , Jiexka Ha noay? — Banacrtep npespHTesbHO cMoTped
Ha Ilenuca. — Bam cnepmoBano nogymatb 060 MHe MHOro
JleT Hasaf, Torua, Korga y Bac Oblia BjacTb!

IMenuc naoTHo cxkan ry6ul. Uto Gbl HU TOBOpPHJ eMy
3TOT 3JIOGHBI H JDKHBBIH 4yesloBeK, a OH Obl1 WMMepaTo-
pPOM, a 3HAaYHT He HMeJ HHKaKoro npapa MJakaThb!

* % %

OHHu BcTpeTHnHch Ha noBepxHocTH Kospona. Jkek
B3gporiyn. Emy nokasanoch, u4Tto 3To 6bJIO TO camoe
MecTO, Ha KOTOPOM KOr[a-TO pOC MbILIHBIA H CTOJb JI06H-
Mbiit MM Jec. Cefiuac oroHb KoCMHYeCKHX KopabJsiei ona-
JIMJI efiBa 3eJleHEIOULyl0O MOBEPXHOCTb MJaHeThl H TNpeBpa-
THJ ee B CTYNeHHMCTYIO CTekJioo6pasHylo Maccy.

T'y3ya yxe Bolllles1 H3 Kopa6Jisi M Tenepb C HeTepreHH-
em xzaan Uitopma. Kanun u Danbep pelunsin He ocTaBaATh
I)keka B ofMHOuyecTBe M mocsefoBaju 3a HMM. OHH He
CTalH HafeBaTb cBOH GpoHekocTioMmbl. Tosnbko Poysanus,
HeCIIHH Ha pyKax ocTaHKM BoyrH, 6b1 B CBOMX TeMHO-
CHHHX Jiocmexax.

Tysyn Geran B3ap-Bnepes M siIBHO HepBHHYan. IIKek
XoTeJ 6OBIO HauaTh MeperoBopbl, HO TYT LUJIIO3bI KOpab6Js
aT-)apesioB OTKPBIIHCh, H B TEMHOM NpoeMe MOSBHJIHCL HX
MaccHBHbIE TeJa.

Koraa-to naBHo, Ha JlazepTayHe, a notoM ¥ Ha Kanu-
Hage, JKeK BHeN OCTaHKH 3THX XHBOTHEIX. HoO XHBbIX
aT-papesioB oH He BHAeJ HHKoraa... OrpoMHble sillepsl ¢
fIPKO OKpalleHHOH 4Yeluyei, MTHUbeH TOJOBOH M BbICOKO-
MepHBIMH IVla3aMH, OHH, 3aCThbiB B BeJJHYeCTBEHHOM Hanps-
)KeHMH, CJyluajJy NeperoBopsl JIOJeH H TPaKoB.
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Jxek ornsHyacs Ha Kanuna. On He Mor o6pawaTtbes
K aT-chapesiaM HanpsiMmyio — TosbKo Ero CesiTefiuiectBo Mor
OGBbSICHHTDL SilllepaM CMbICJ CKa3aHHOrO.

[ysyn 3actpekoran. EMy siBHO He Tepmesioch ycJbl-
lwaTh TO, UTO cobGupaeTcs coo6wHThL emy lItopm. On
YCTaBHJI KJEelWHIO Ha aT-(hapeJioB:

— Ceropsst Mbl OTCTYNHJH AJIS TOTO, YTOObl BCTYMHTh
B cpa)keHHe B Apyro pas!

J>keK BHHMaTeJIbHO NMOCMOTpPeJ Ha XKyKa:

— A ecan 2 coobluy BaM TO, uTO oGellas, Bbl COrJa-
CHTeCb MOAMKCATb MUPHLIA AOrosBop?

XKyk KuBHYN:

— Ja, Tak npuKasaja MHe TIOCTYNHTb MOSl KOpoJieBa.

J>Xkex HeonpepeJeHHO YJBbIGHYJCS:

— TpakH [aBHO yXe 3HalOT, YTO TaKoe HOPUHT. DTo
MeTaJll 4Ype3BbIYaHHO KpenKHH W 4YpesBblHaWHO Tyrom-
JIaBKUH.

[Cy3yn yrpoxaioille TpecHyJ KJellHei:

— He pa3spnekaiiTe MeHsi nycTHIMH pa3roBopam!

— Hu B xoeit Mepe! — JIxkeK HeBO3MyTHMO NOCMOTpeJ
Ha reHepana. — Tak BoT. Koraa Bl Hauaiau BoeBaTb C aT-
¢apesiamu, Bbl BriepBble NpHMeHHJAH HopuuT. CHayana B
NPHMEHHJIH ero Kak NMOKpbITHE AJIS Ballero opyXHs, H 3TO
[la/Io OYeHb XOpolUHe pe3yabTaThl. [I0TOM Bbl OGHAPYXHIIH,
YTO HOPLHT MOXXHO YNOTPebJATh B MHILY — IOCTynas B
Balll OPraHH3M, MeTaJll YKPenJIsiJl BallH MaHUHPH H MYCKY-
Jiel. Bbl HayaJH KyJbTHBHPOBATh HCKYCCTBEHHO CO3[aHHYIO
KacTy BoeHHBIX. Ho cayunsioch HenpenpHieHHOe — BalliH
CaMKH YTpaTHJIM CNOCOGHOCTb K pa3MHoXeHHI0. Hacese-
HHe KaTacTpo}HuyecKH yMeHbluajloch. Bala kopoJsieBa
TpukaTana, enuHCTBEHHas IJIOLOBHTasg H3 BceX HblHe
JKHBYLIHX CaMOK, BbIHYX/eHa Gblla KaacTb Bce GoJiblie H
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GoJiblue siMU. Bbl 3aBoeBbIBaNM HAlM MNJaHETH H MpeBpa-
waJji X B NecyaHuble MYyCTbIHH — Beib -y Bac He 6buIO
Apyroro BbiGopa, Bbl AOJIXKHbl GblIM OCTaBHTb NMOTOMCTBO!

T'ysysn npoBopuau:

— Hawy Bparu c/HIIKOM XOpOLIO 3HAIOT HalH ceKpe-
Tl! Ho 3TO He oTHOCHTCsl K peny!

Jxkek ycMexHyscsi:

— Tenepb 3710 yxe ite cexpetsl. Tak BoT, TpHukatana

He MOXeT POAHTbL CaMKY, CMoco6lylo MPOZOJNIKHUTL Ball
poa. Bbl 3awau cauwkom paneko. Bac Beirnanu at-
¢dapeansl ¢ BalwMX COGCTBEHHbIX 3eMeJib, H Bbl 3aHAJH
Hawy 3emad. Ho Bbl He 3Hanu, T'ysyn, uto esasHasn
sawa npobiema — He 80eHHble nobedovl, a 8ce mom xHe
Hopyum. VIMeHHO OH HesiaeT Bac CTEepHJAbHBIMH. MoxeT
6bITh, CMOCOGHOCH K Pa3MHOXXEHHIO COXPaHHAH NpeacTa-
BHTEJIH HH3WHKX KAaCT — Te TPaKH, KOTOPbIM He pa3pella-
Jochb ynoTpe6asaTh B nuuy Hopuut. Ho rapaHTHH aToMmy
fl 1aTh He Mory.

Tysyn M30 Bcex CHJ 3auiesiKajl MaHUHPHBIMH KpblJb-
IMH: '

— Hawwu o6ine Bparn yHHuTOXaT Bac!

Kanun Builnen Bnepen:

— Her, — ckasan od. — OHH caywaloT Bce, YTO 3[eCh
FOBOPHTCS, H COUYBCTBYIOT BaM. 51 myMalo, uTo... — BApYr
Ero CasiteiiliecTBO noBepHyJica K DaHGep €O CTPaHHLIM
Bblpa)keHHeM JHua, — Daubep, uTo Thl AeJaellb...

JKek B3rJfiHysll Ha Daubep M YBHAEN, UTO ee JIHLO
Hanpsraoch oT BHYTpeHHe# 60pb6bl. OH MpLITHYJ K Hel H
3aCTaBHJl ee Jleyb Ha 3eMJIO. .

— Dduaubep, — npowentan oH . — He penaii atoro.
[Mocnywaics MeHsi, a He Banposepa. Cnyuiafi Mens, Jio-
60Bb Mosi! — OH CXall ee JIHLO CBOHMH JiaflOHSIMH.
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Kanuu npusioXXusa pyKy K BHCKY M 3aKpbli Ijlasa oT
G6onu. Pyka Gosiesa Tak, 6YATO B Hee BOH3HJH HOX.

Jxek rnagun ropsiuee Juuo daubep. Emy 6bli10 abeo-
JIIOTHO Bce paBHO — KTO Hab/iofaeT 3a HHM B 3Ty MHHYTY.
[ycTb Bce Tpaku M aT-dapesbl BUAAT TY 6opbOy, KoTOpas
NPOXOAHT Y HHX Ha ryasax.

— Duubep, AbllIKM Tyy6xe, — coBeTOBal OH eil. —
Bopuch ¢ Banacrepom M He cpaBaiics, a s 31ecChb, 3ecCh,
psinoM ¢ ToGoH.

PoynyH3 BCKPHKHYJ H cXBaTHJ nagaouero Kanuua.
CBAITOH eJsle CJBILIHO NPOW3HecC:

— TIlomorute danbep!

3a Bce BpeMsl, KOTOpoe OH KOHTaKTHpOBaJ c aT-(hape-
JiaMH, OHH NPOH3HEeCJIH MepBHI 3BYK, H 3BYKOM 3THM Obla
CTpalIHblif, OrnywuTeNbHbI peB. KanuH He MOHAJA, yTO
XOTAAT CKa3aTb aT-(apeJsibl, U MOAYMalJ, YTO, BO3MOXHO,
ceiyac He CJBIIIKT TOro, YTO OHH roBopAT. Tesno daubep
CynopoxXHO Aeprajnochb. Ha ee rnasax BLICTYMHJH cJe3bl.

— Jxex! — cKasana oHa, NMPepLIBUCTO Abllla, — He
ocTaBJisii MeHs!

— Huxkorpa! — esie CJABILIHO OTBETHJ OH.

* ok %

Korna Banactep cran TpsicTH H GHTb ero, Kak TpsicyT
H ObIOT [eTH CaMHMH Xe MMH CJIOMaHHYIO Kykay, Ilennc
3akpHyajs. OH KpHYal IPOMKHM, CTPaLIHBIM, 3ayHbIBHBIM
roJiocoM, He HaflesiCh, 4TO KTO-TO B ero AaBHO Yy>Ke MyCTYy-
IollleM JBOpLE YCHLILUHT ero KPHK ¥ NpHAeT Ha nomoiub. K
BAPYT — 3a ero COHHOMH pasfaJcst pokouyluuii rosoc Kpoka:

— UTto 3aech NPOHCXORHT?

[py3Hbiii MuJIOCELL 32 HOJIO CeKYH/L NPeoRoes Bas-
ollleecsl y ABeped HHBaJHAHOE Kpecso H OKa3ajiCsi PsAoM
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¢ MHHHCTpoM. Bangosep BbinycTha [lennca ¥ npuiriyn Ha
MeaBens. PiioM ¢ OrpoMHbIM MHJIOCLEM Ma/JCHbKHH H
WynJAbIH MHHHCTP MOJIMUHH BbIrsae] Kak pe6eHok. Ho on
6Ll XHTEP, XHTep H NMOAJ — B ero pyke 6jecHy.n 3Hepre-
THYeckHH HoX. Kpok He 3ametua, uto Banactep Boopy-
XKeH, M TOT BOH3HJ HOX B NpaBoe nJjeuyo MHjocua. Ha
HMMepaTopa, GCCMOMOLIHO CHAALLEro Ha Moy, XJblHyJa
KpoBL. MHuJlocel, B3peBesi oT GoJsiii H'C yTpoeliHoit 6uicTpo-
TOM KHHYJIcs1 Ha BannoBepa. OH cxBaTH/ MHHHCTpa M H30
BCEX CHJI CXaJl ero rpyAHYIO KJIeTKY CBOHMH MOLUHBIMH
Nanamy.

— A-a-a-a-a-a-al — 3akpHyan MajleHbKHH MOAJbLIN Yeso-
BeueK M CHHK B JlaaX MHJIOCCKOro MejBejsl.

Kpok 6pocua TO, 4TO ocTanoch OT MHHHCTpA, Ha noJ,
3a)kaJl Jlanod paHy W NMOCMOTpeJ Ha WMMepaTopa:

— Bawe BesnuyectBo, 3aropopuiuk Mepts. Kaxercs, s
ycneJ BoBpeMs? '

* K *

dnnbep 3apbixanack. OHa cablliana Bce, YTO TOBO-
pua eit JXKek, HO ero CJOBa MJOXO NOXOAHAH N0 ee
cosHanHa. OHa Goposach ¢ BanacTepom M3 nociefHHX
cun. Ei BcrmoMHuaock, Kak Koraa-to Kanuu nomo6pan
ee, OMHOKYI0O M 3aMep3llyio, Ha KOJIeCHOM, W B3fJ Ha
JlazeprayH — TaM, Ha 3ToH MepTBO¥ JlyHe HaxoaHJ/cs B
TO BpeMs NpoAaHHHii B pabcTso [kek Lltopm. Korpa-
To Ero CesiTeiliecTBO 3a)ker B ee Aylle TemnJblil CBeT.
A Tenepb... Tenepb eif HyxHa 6bis1a no6ena. A eule oHa
AyMana o ToM, uto [xex J06UT ee. Te cTpaluHble AHH,
xorpa llTopm He y3naBan DauGep H He MOT BCIOMHHTb,
KTO OHa Takasl, y>Ke MHHOBaJ/H, a 3HaYHT, OHa He OJH-
Hoka. OHa mocMoTpeJia B roany6uie riasa llltopma 1 na
nocieiHeM AbIXaHHHM CKasana:
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— f1 mobno Tebs!

J)keK He OTpbIBaJ OT Hee CBOero CHHero, LiBera JeT-
Hero poxAaf, Barasga. OH cMoTpes Ha Hee C HEXHOCTbIO
H J1I060BbI0, U Daubep NoaxBaTHJA BOJIHA YAHBHTEJILHOIO,-
4yMCTOro, HH C 4YeM He cpaBHHMoro cuyacthsl. M3 raas
JIxkeKa HCXOOWJ CBeT, OH HaMoOJIHSJI ee H He OCTaBJsJ
MecTa HHKakoit Thme. OT 3Toro cseTa TeHb BaHmoBepa
BanacTepa nowaTtHysnach M Hcuesasa.



FAABA 32

— Ecau aT-¢hapensl MOryT pa3opBaTh UesioBeKa Ha YacTH,
a notoaM co6paTh ero B elHHOe liejloe, Pe3oliHO MpeArnoJo-
XHTb, YTO C MaJIeHbKOH MJOTbIO CBOero co6para OHH MOTyT
caenatbh To e camoe. — KannH yabl6Hyscs H nokasasn Ha
cTosillero psitoM ¢ HHM DBoyrn B cTapom GpoHeKocTioMe
MtopMa.— Yrto kacaerca Boyru, Tak oH Bej- ce6si Kak
HacTOSILUMHA repoit — BeAb eMy MPHLUIIOCHL 3alUMIIATL H Hac,
u camoro ce6s. — Ero CpaTeiiiecTBo YJbIGHYJICS.

Jxek B3NOXHYJ H nocmoTpes Ha danbep. AT-dape-
Jibl pasofie/iM ee B HeBHAaHHble MecTpble liesKa W yKpa-
CHJIM TAXKEJBIMH JAparoueHHbIMH Gycamu. Kakoi-to He-
BHI@HHbIH KOCMHYECKHH LIBETOK HalOMHHaJ/a OHa ceiyac.

— MHe Gbl X0TeJsI0Ch, YTOOb! Bbl BEPHYJIUCH C HAMH. =
Aaubep obecrioKoeHHO cMoTpeJa Ha CesiToro.

KasnuH ciierka Hak/JOHHJ TOJIOBY:

— Her, — rpyctHo oTeTHs oH. — CBOIO yoKepcKyio
MaHTHIO 51 oTaalo Poyauusy. OH cnocoGHbIN YesnoBeK H
CMpaBHTCA C HOBBIMH OOGS3aHHOCTAMM ropasfo Jyulue
MeHsi. I pacckasan eMy O TOM, UTO C TakKHM TPYAOM
y3HaJ Ha 3TOM NYTH.

PoynuH3 BTAHYJ rojioBy B MJleYH M MOKpacHeJ.

— Passe geno B Poyauuse! — Jxek Bce elle He
TepsJ Hajexasl yroBoputb Ceatoro Kanuna. — Y passe
Majso gmen B uesoBeyeckux Mupax! Kro, xpome Bac,
MOXXeT HaM nomoub nosiaguth ¢ [lemucom?
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Kanun B3goxuym:

— Jpyr Moii, HEeT TaKoro yejoBeKa, KOTOPbIit CMOr bl
3aMEHHTb MeHs1 3gecb! DTOro He CMOXeT cesaTb Aaxe
Boyru! da u nortom, fena CK/IaAblBalOTCA HE TaK YX H
MJ10X0 — TPaKH B 3aMeluiaTesbcTBe. AT-(hapeJibl yxe MOryT
Hac cJbllaTh, a 3TO OYeHb M odyeHb MHoroe. Korma-To B
4eJIOBEYeCKOM si3bike GbIJIO TaKoe 3BOHKOE CJIoBo o 6 e 1 al
[Moaymaiite camu — IMenuc ocBoGomua cBoit TpoH, Kpok —
pereHT Ha Musoce, MoH yokepbl oXkHaaloT Poyanusa. Bee
cpa6oTtaHo oTauyHo! EAWHCTBEHHOE, 0 UeM fi coXanerw... —
KanuH mogHec x ry6am maJsew, — TaK 3TO O TOM, YTO He
CMOry NpHCYTCTBOBaTb Ha Ballieif oHLManbHON cBafibbe.

dnubep 3acMessach:

— A yTo Xe BaM Méwwaer?

— Tsl npennaraelunb coirpaTh cBagbOy 3f1ech U cefyac? =
Kanuu ornspencsa. He6o KspoHa 6blio SIpKMM M SICHBIM.
BoenHble KOpaGJsiH rPOMO3AMHCE Haj HHMH, KaK HIAHTC-
KHe NTHYBH THe3fia, H Daubep, CTOAWAs CPEAH CYPOBbIX
BOHHOB, HalOMHHaJIa MeCTPyI0 PaiCKyl NTHLY.

— Mul Befip cpeau Apy3eil, a 3TO caMoe Jyuylliee, UTO
Mo>KeT GbITh B XKM3HH! — CKa3a/la OHa CYaCTJIHBbIM rOJIOCOM,

JDhkek 3acMmesJics:

— Teneps s npeacraBasio ce6e, uto yyBcTBoBasN [le-
THC, KOTAa Hafl HUM cTosT Kpok ¥ Tpe6oBas HasHAuMTh ero
pereHToM Ha Muuoc! ITponomxkatite, KanuH, He ocraHas-
nuBafTech Ha focturHyTom! A mMbl ¢ dnubep B Gnuxxaiilee
BpeMsi MPHJIETHM Clofia ¥ nocequmcs Ha Kapone. Kaxkercs,
ceffuyac Il 3TOro caMoe Mojxofsiuiee Bpems!
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